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PREFACE. 


Perhaps  there  are  not  many  readers  who 
take  the  trouble  of  casting  an  eye  over  a 
Pre&ce,  knowing  that  it  is  usually  neither 
more  nor  less  than  a  sort  of  appeal  from  the 
Author  to  the  Public.  Notwithstanding  this, 
I  strongly  feel  the  necessity  of  placing  one 
at  the  head  of  my  little  journal,  with  the 
view,  I  confess,  of  bespeaking  something  in 
its  favour  from  those  who  may  honour  it 
with  a  perusal;  assuring  them  that  it  was 
written  solely  for  the  amusement  of  my  own 
fire-side,  and  without  the  most  distant  idea 
that  it  would  ever  see  the  light  in  any  other 
shape  than  that  of  its  original  manuscript. 


Vi  PREFACE. 

Being  sent  with  the  other  journals  to  the 
Admiralty,  in  obedience  to  Captain  Parry's 
instructions,  my  friend  Mr.  Barrow,  in  re- 
turning it  to  me,  advised  me  strongly  to 
publish  it,  on  account  of  the  number  of 
little  anecdotes  it  contained  relative  to  the 
habits  and  disposition  of  a  people  entirely 
separated  from  the  rest  of  the  world,  and 
with  whom  we  had  for  so  great  a  length  of 
time  kept  up  an  intimate  and  constant 
intercourse. 


He  observed  also,  as  an  additional  in- 
ducement, that  Captain  Parry,  in  his  au- 
thentic and  official  account  of  the  expedi- 
tion, had  not  deemed  it  fit  or  necessary  to 
enter  into  many  of  those  minute  and  pecu- 
liar traits  which  are  requisite  for  displaying 
the  character  of  a  strange  people.  Captain 
Parry's  opinion  on  this  subject  agreeing 
with  Mr.  Barrow's,  I  could  no  longer  hesi- 
tate; and  therefore,  after  a  few  abbrevia- 
tions,  and  the  omission  of  some  details  of 
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natural  history,  and  of  scientific  observa- 
tions, I  sent  the  original  manuscript  to  the 
printer.  This  is  the  brief  history  of  my 
private  gossiping  journal,  thus  making  its 
appearance  before  the  Public,  on  whose 
kindness  and  indulgence  I  now  beg  to  throw 
myself. 

G.  F.  L. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


DEPARTURE  FROM  ENGLAND. 

At  daylight  of  the  8th  of  May,  1821,  his  Ma- 
jesty's ships  Fury  and  Hecla,  accompanied  by  the 
Nautilus  transport,  carrying  stores,  weighed,  and 
stood  out  from  the  Little  Nore. 

On  the  1 6th,  having  made  Kinnaird's  Light,  near 
Peterhead,  we  sent  the  pilots  on  shore,  and  by  them 
were  enabled  to  send  letters  to  our  friends. 

Making  the  Orkneys  on  the  18th,  it  was  Captain 
Parry's  intention  to  take  the  ships  through  the 
Peutland  Firth,  and  we  procured  pilots  for  that 
purpose  from  some  fishing  boats,  which  were  catching 
cod  in  great  plenty  for  the  London  market,  to  which 
they  are  forwarded  by  a  company  established  for  that 
trade  at  the  Orkneys.  We  had  scarcely,  however, 
entered  the  Firth,  when  the  wind  came  so  fresh  from 
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2  PASSAGE  ACROSS  THE  ATLANTIC. 

the  northward  as  to  oblige  us  to  bear  up  for  Wide- 
wall  Bay,  in  the  island  of  South  Ronaldsha.  This 
place,  although  small  and  shallow,  afforded  good 
shelter  for  our  little  squadron.  We  remained  four 
days,  and,  during  that  period,  received  the  most 
hospitable  treatment  from  the  lairds  of  the  country. 
The  island  appeared  to  me  even  more  unprepossessing 
than  I  had  expected,  owing,  perhaps,  to  having  left 
England  at  so  fine  a  season  ;  at  all  events,  it  was 
calculated  to  prepare  me  for  the  barren  scenes  we 
were  so  soon  to  visit. 

On  the  22d,  we  made  another  fruitless  attempt 
to  pass  through  the  Firth,  but  the  rapid  tide  and 
strong  west  wind  were  too  much  for  us,  and  we  ran 
into  Long  Hope,  in  the  island  of  Walls. 

A  heavy  gale  from  N.N.E.  confined  us  for  three 
days  ;  and  on  the  30th  of  May,  we  left  Long  Hope, 
passed  amongst  the  islands  near  Stromness,  and  made 
an  offing.  Until  the  6th,  we  had  an  uninterrupted 
fair  wind,  when  it  fell  calm. 

On  the  evening  of  the  7th  we  again  recovered 
our  favouring  breeze,  and  as  we  approached  nearer 
to  Cape  Farewell,  saw  abundance  of  the  Cape  hens, 
which,  unlike  most  other  sea-birds,  appeared  to  live 
more  on  the  water  than  on  the  wing,  seldom  rising 
unless  disturbed.  In  changing  their  place  they  have 
a  most  graceful  manner  of  propelling  themselves  for- 
ward ;  for,  as  they  generally  settle  with  expanded 
wings,  so  by  the  slightest  exertion  can  they  again 
shoot  forward  and  settle,  and  this  elegant  skimming 
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motion  is  often  repeated  from  wave  to  wave,  until 
they  remove  from  the  object  of  alarm. 

We  were  now  nearly  abreast  of  Cape  Farewell  (the 
southern  extreme  of  Greenland),  and  flattered  our- 
selves we  should  pass  it  without  a  gale,  although  the 
Greenland  pilots  said  it  was  impossible.  As  they 
predicted,  so  it  happened  ;  the  evening  sky  assumed 
a  wild,  and  to  me,  unusual  appearance,  and  a  heavy 
gale  set  in  from  the  southward,  blowing  with  great 
fury  until  afternoon  of  the  12th,  when  a  gentle  and 
favourable  breeze  sprung  up.  Two  swans  flew  past 
us  to  the  westward^  and  of  course  were  looked  upon 
as  indications  of  our  approach  to  the  land.  ' 

On  the  evening  of  the  14th  we  saw  our  first  ice- 
berg ;  and  all  those  to  whom  such  objects  were  new, 
afforded  much  amusement  to  the  old  hands,  by  their 
anxiety  to  see  it.  I  was  amongst  the  number,  and 
gladly  made  a  sketch  of  it,  considering  it  would  always 
be  interesting  to  look  back  to  my  first  introduction 
to  these  wondrous  floating  masses.  It  was  not  a 
large  berg,  and  near  it  were  several  flocks  of  rotzes 
(alca  alle)  which  did  not  appear  alarmed  by  the  ships 
sailing  amongst  them. 

In  the  forenoon  of  the  l6th  an  ice-berg  was  seen 
a-head.  To  one  who,  like  myself,  was  a  stranger  to 
these  climes,  I  need  scarcely  apologize  for  mentioning 
die  novel  beauty  of  the  evening  of  this  dfty.  At  a 
quarter  past  ten  the  sun  set :  the  sky  over-head  was  of 
ibe  purest  azure,  here  and  there  sprinkled  with  light 
silvery  clouds  of  the  most  fantastic  forms.     At  about 

B  9 


4  FASSIAOE  ACROSS  THE  ATLANTIC 

mid-heaven,  in  the  western  sky,  a  range  of  purple 
clouds,  edged  with  vivid  gold,  formed  a  delightful 
contrast  with  the  softened  crimson  of  the  setting  sun. 
In  opposition  to  this  glowing  scene,  the  eastern 
heavens  were  filled  with  heavy  clouds  of  a  brilliant 
whiteness,  and  cold  appearance,  backed  by  a  clear 
blue  sky.  The  calm  sea  exhibited,  in  a  soflened  de- 
gree, the  beauties  above  it,  and  its  surface  was  occa- 
sionally ruffled  by  the  rapid  motions  of  large  shoals 
of  porpoises,  attended  by  multitudes  of  birds.  The 
ships  lay  motionless  together,  and  their  bells  alone 
broke  the  universal  stillness.  This  delightful  even- 
ing far  excelled,  in  my  opinion,  any  Italian  sunset ; 
but  the  presence  of  two  large  ice-bergs  reminded  us 
but  too  well  that  we  were  in  a  far  different  climate.' 

On  the  17th  a  heavy  gale  came  on  from  the  south- 
ward ;  during  which  a  sea  stove  and  carried  away  one 
of  our  quarter  boats.  With  but  little  abatement  in 
the  wind  we  came  amongst  a  quantity  of  loose  ice  on 
the  morning  of  the  18th,  and  at  9  a.m.  in  lat.  60^ 
53  N.  long.  6V.  39  W.,  we  made  the  pack,  or  main 
body  of  ice,  having  many  large  bergs  in  and  near  it. 
As  the  transport  was  liable  to  injury  from  the  ice 
during  this  fresh  weather,  we  stood  off  from  it  again. 

The  pack  edge  was  in  a  straight  line,  and  pre- 
sented the  appearance  of  a  low  rugged  wall.  The 
morning  was  gloomy,  and  the  wind  which  set  on  to 
the  ice  kept  it  in  continual  motion  :  snow  fell  occa- 
sionally, and  a  slight  coating  of  ice  formed  on  the 
raging.     Over  the  pack  I  observed,  for  the  first  time. 
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the  luminous  appearance  called  the  blink,  which,  al- 
though very  white,  was  not  of  course  to  be  compared 
with  the  body  by  which  it  was  caused.  Flocks  of 
divers  and  gulls  swam  with  unconcern  amongst  the 
rolling  masses  by  which  they  were  surrounded,  and 
occasionally  rising  to  avoid  a  coming  wave,  resumed 
their  search  for  food.  As  first  impressions  are  always 
lasting  and  forcible,  I  may  be  forgiven  for  mentioning 
my  sensations  on  this  day,  which  I  ^n  compare  only 
with  those .  I  experienced  on  riding  from  Tripoli  to 
take  a  view  of  the  desert,  amongst  whose  barren 
and  inhospitable  sands  I  was  then  about  to  undertake 
the  tedious  journey,  which  ended  so  unhappily. 

On  the  weather  moderating,  we  stood  along  the 
pack  edge  to  look  out  for  some  convenient  place  in 
which  to  put  the  ships  while  we  unloaded  the  Nau- 
tilus. As  we  now  considered  ourselves  to  have  en- 
tered on  the  scene  of  action,  many  requisite  prepara- 
tions were  made  for  our  new  service.  In  all  whaling 
ships,  and  such  as  are  obliged  to  run  much  amongst 
ice,  a  large  and  broad  plank  is  .erected  across  the  ship, 
before  the  mizen-mast,  at  such  a  height  as  to  afford 
a  clear  view  over  the  bows ;  in  order  that  whoever  is 
conning,  the  ship  may  have  timely  notice  of  any  heavy 
or  dangerous  pieces  of  ice  lying  in  her  way,  and  be 
enlkbled  to  steer  her  clear  of  them.  This  walk  is 
called  a  spike  plank,  and  was  on  this  day  got  up  in 
both  ships.  We  also  rov^  light  taeks,  sheets,  and 
bmces,  and  bent  a  smaller  foresail  with  a  boom  at  the 
fbot,  as  being  more  easily  worked  than  the  other. 
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In  the  afternoon  we  were  surrounded  by  a  very 
dense  fog»  which  froze  as  it  fell,  and  quite  encrusted 
the  rigging ;  it  soon  cleared  away,  and  we  saw  a 
strange  sail  to  the  S,E.  In  the  evening  we  observed 
the  appearance  of  distant  land,  which  we  supposed 
was  a  part  of  Resolution  Island,  then  64  miles 
W.S.  W.  of  us. 

During  the  first  watch  a  large  fragment  was  ob- 
served to  fall  from  a  berg  near  us,  and  to  throw  up 
the  water  to  a  great  height,  sending  foirth,  at  the 
same  time,  a  noise  like  the  report  of  a  great  gun. 

On  the  evening  of  the  20th  we  made  fast  to  a  berg 
at  some  distance  from  the  pack,  in  order  to  clear  the 
transport.  Occasional  gales,  the  necessity  of  making 
an  offing,  and:  many  other  of  the  attendant  difficul- 
ties usually  experienced  amongst  ice,  prevented  our 
entirely  clearing  the  Nautilus  until  the  30th  of  June« 

On  this  day  Mr.  Scrymgeour,  of  the  Nautilus,  dined 
with  us,  and  received  more  messages  and  commissions 
to  our  friends  at  home  than  he  could  possibly  re- 
collect. Our  letters  were  all  written  in  readiness, 
and  a  fair  wind,  which  soon  sprung  up,  hastened  his 
departure. 

At  one  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  let  July 
I  took  Mr.  Scrymgeour  on  board  his  ship,  and  re- 
turning on  board,  turned  the  hands  up  to  give  him 
three  hearty  and  very  sincere  cheers  as  he  disappeared 
in  the  fog.  I  do  not  recollect  that  any  of  our  faces 
appeared  very  lively  during  the  remainder  of  this 
day.     In  the  evening,  having  found  a  lead  (or  lane  of 
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water),  wemadesome  progress :  a  large  whale  came  near 
us.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  2d,  we  ran  through 
some  heavy  ice,  and  made  fast  to  a  small  berg,  where 
we  were  soon  beset.  At  noon,  on  the  clearing  up  of 
a  fog,  which  had  for  some  time  surrounded  us,  we 
discovered  land  about  10  miles  from  S.S.W.  to 
W.N.W.,  which  we  immediately  knew  to  be  the 
Black  Bluff,  on  Resolution  Island :  making  sail,  we 
were  soon  introduced  to  the  company  of  some  un- 
usually lai^e  ice-bergs.  The  altitude  of  one  was  ^8 
feet  above  the  surface  of  the  sea:  its  total  height  there- 
fore (allowing  one-seventh  only  to  be  visible)  must 
have  been  about  1806  feet*!  We  had  scarcely  passed 
this  floating  mountain,  when  the  eddy  tide  drifted  us 
with  great  rapidity  amongst  a  large  cluster  of  eleven 
bei^  of  a  great  size,  and  having  a  beautiful  diversity 
of  forms.  The  largest  of  these  was  210  feet  above 
the  water. 

The  floe  ice  was  running  wildly  at  the  rate  of  at  least 
three  miles  an  hour,  sweeping  us  past  the  bergs,  against 
any  one  of  which  we  might  have  received  incalculable 
injury.  We  therefore  attempted  to  make  fast  to  one, 
in  order  to  ride  out  the  tide  (for  all  were  aground), 
but  our  endeavours  were  unavailing ;  and  the  Fury 
had  much  difficulty  in  sending  a  boat  for  some  men 
who  were  on  a  small  berg  making  holes  for  her  ice 

*  This,  however,  is  sapposing  the  base  under  water  not  to 
•pread  beyond  the  mass  above  water. 
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anchors.  We  were  no  sooner  swept  past  the  cluster 
than  we  were  instantly,  and  not  very  quietly,  beset. 
In  the  evening  the  master  and  myself  counted  54 
bergs  from  the  mast-head.  We  were  now  in  the 
entrance  of  Hudson's  Strait. 

During  the  3d  we  made  some  progress  amongst 
very  heavy  floes ;  when,  on  the  tide  turning  in  the 
evening,  the  loose  ice  flew  together  with  such  ra- 
pidity and  noise,  that  we  had  barely  time  to  secure 
the  ships  in  a  natural  dock,  before  the  two  streams  met; 
and  even  then  we  received  some  very  heavy  shodcs. 

During  the  first  watch,  we  watered  the  ship  from 
the  pools  on  the  floe  to  which  we  were  fast,  and  this 
being  the  first  time  of  doing  so,  afforded  great  amuse- 
ment to  the  novices,  who  even  when  it  was  their  watch 
below,  preferred  pelting  each  other  with  snow-balls 
to  going  to  bed.  During  the  night  the  ships,  al- 
though still  beset,  parted  to  a  great  distance  from 
each  other,  evidently  under  the  influence  of  some 
extraordinary  eddy.  On  the  5th  the  weather  cleared, 
and  the  ice  slackened  a  little.  Button's  Islands  were 
seen  in  the  distance,' and  we  made  some  westing ;  but 
on  the  tide  turning  in  the  evening,  were  again  swept 
back. 

At  2  A.  M.  on  the  6th  the  inshore  tide  took  the 
ship  and  swept  us  fast  towards  the  rocks,  past  which 
the  ice  was  driving  at  full. five  miles  an  hour.     On 

• 

nearing  the  shore,  a  low  rtigged  point  was  observed, 
'  oh  which  the  ice  was  grating  with  extreme  violence. 
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and  w6  fully  expected  to  be  carried  upon  it.  Pro- 
videntially the  same  eddy  which  had  caused  our 
troubles  again  relieved  us  by  taking  a  sudden  turn,  at 
about  two  cables'  length  from  the  danger,  and  carry- 
ing us  off  from  it.  Had  we  touched  on  a  sunken 
rock  we  must  have  upset,  as  the  whole  body  of  ice 
would  have  gone  over  us. 

To  give  some  idea  of  the  pressure  we  at  this  time 
experienced,  I  may  mention,  that  five  hawsers  (of  five 
and  six  inches)  were  repeatedly  carried  away ;  and  at 
length  our  best  bower  anchor  was  wrenched  from  the 
hows,  and  broke  off  at  the  head  of  the  shank  with  as 
much  ease  as  if,  instead  of  weighing  twenty-one  cwt., 
it  had  been  of  crockery  ware.  The  crown  fell  on  the 
ice,  from  whence  we  launched  it  as  soon  as  possible 
into  the  sea,  lest,  as  it  was  painted  with  the  ship's 
name,  it  should,  on  being  driven  to  sea,  give  rise  to 
some  unpleasant  conjectures.  Our  troubles,  even 
now,  were  not  at  an  end,  for  we  soon  perceived  a 
large  berg»  which  had  once  before  threatened  us, 
coming  to  the  ship  very  rapidly,  while  any  attempt 
to  avoid  it  would  have  been  of  no  avail.  yHien  at. 
about  half  a  mile  distant  a  large  fragment  was  de- 
tached, and  fell  with  a  loud  and,  at  that  time,  no  very 
agreeable  noise.  By  4  a.  m.  it  had  passed  close  astern 
'  of  us.  Its  height,  we  supposed,  was  about  150  feet. 
In  the  course  of  the  forenoon  the  ice  carried  us 
» gradually  off  the  shore,  and  further  from  it  than  the 
Fury,  who  was  now  as  far  west  of  us  as  she  had  been 
east  on  the  preceding  morning. 
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On  the  forenoon  of  the  8th  we  were  carried  to  the 
same  point  as  on  the  6th,  and  had,  if  possible,  a  nar- 
rower escape.  A  large  floe,  to  which  we  were  fast, 
had  acquired  a  rotary  motion,  and  by  this  means  the 
ship  and  it  were  exposed  by  turns  to  the  danger. 
Mr.  Fife  came  down  ifrom  the  crow's  nest,  and  very 
quietly  told  me  we  should  be  on  shore  immediately, 
as  he  saw  the  rocks  close  to  us.  Our  former  favour- 
ing current,  however,  again  swept  us  out  of  danger. 
In  the  afternoon  we  joined  the  Fury,  and,  making 
fast  to  the  same  floe,  were  both  close  beset  for  seven 
days.  During  this  long  period  we  saw  two  ships 
under  Resolution  Island  on  the  1 3th,  also  beset,  and 
on  the  14th,  a  third  joined  them. 

In  the  forenoon  of  the  15th  we  made  a  little  pro- 
gress, but  were  again  beset,  and  made  fast  to  a  small 
berg,  under  the  lee  of  which  was  a  small  space  of 
open  water,  as  is  generally  the  case  with  these  bodies ; 
for  in  consequence  of  their  great  draught,  the  floes 
and  comparatively  light  ice  soon  drive  past  them,  so 
that  a  ship  is  sometimes  left  in  clear  water  whilst 
hanging  on  to  one.  This  was  a  remark  of  Captain 
Parry  in  his  last  voyage,  and  we  had  in  the  present 
frequently  seen  the  same  effects  from  large  floes. 
During  the  first  watch  a  heavy  body  of  ice  came  up 
against  the  wind,  and  bore  us  with  great  force  against 
the  berg :  our  bowsprit  first  took  it,  but  we  received 
no  further  injury  than  the  loss  of  the  dolphin  striker 
and  a  few  small  ropes.  We  then  got  clear,  and  a 
very  dull  rainy  night  followed. 
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On  the  evening  of  the  l6th  we  contrived  to  join 
the  strange  ships,  and  made  fast  to  a  floe  near  them ; 
they  proved  to  be  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  Eddystone 
(the  Hudson's  Bay  traders),  with  the  Lord  Welling- 
ton, which  had  about  160  natives  of  Holland  on 
board,  who  were  going  to  settle  at  Lord  Selkirk's 
colony  on  the  Red  River.  While  nearing  these 
vesseb  we  observed  the  settlers  waltzing  on  deck  for 
above  two  hours;  the  men  in  old-fashioned  grey 
jackets,  and  the  women  wearing  long-eared  mob  caps, 
like  those  used  by  the  Swiss  peasants. 

As  we  were  surrounded  by  ice,  and  the  thermo- 
meter was  at  the  freezmg  point,  it  may  be  supposed 
that  this  ball  al  vero  fresco  afforded  us  much  amuse- 
ment. We  learned  from  the  Hudson's  Bay  ships 
that  they  had  left  England  twenty  days  later  than 
ourselves.  As  for  the  Lord  Wellington,  she  had  been 
nineteen  days  hampered  amongst  the  ice  before  she 
joined  the  others ;  and  as  this  navigation  was  new  to 
her  captain  and  crew,  they  almost  despaired  of  ever 
getting  to  their  journey's  end,  so  varied  and  constant 
had  been  their  impediments.  The  Dutchmen  had, 
however,  behaved  very  philosophically  during  this 
period,  and  seemed  determined  on  being  merry, 
in  spite  of  the  weather.  Several  marriages  had  taken 
place,  (the  surgeon,  who  was  accompanying  them  to 
their  colony,  acting  as  parson,) and  many  more  were  in 
agitation ;  each  happy  couple  always  deferring  the  cere- 
mony until  a  fine  day  allowed  of  an  evening's  ball,  which 
was  only  teiminated  by  a  fresh  breeze  or  a  fall  of  snow. 
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Experience  having  shown  us  how  impossible  it  was 
to  calculate  on  remaining  in  company  all  night,  we 
sent  our  letters  on  board  in  the  evening,  and  our 
precaution  was  most  fortunate^  as  by  daylight  on  the 
17th,  we  were  swept  to  above  two  miles  from  the 
ships,  and  totally  beset.  A  small  seal  (phoca  hispida) 
was  shot  by  the  Fury,  and  a  whale  was  heard  blowing 
close  to  us,  although  we  did  not  see  it.  For  several 
days  during  our  detention  in  the  entrance  of  Hudson's 
strait,  I  had  amused  myself  in  searching  amongst 
the  holes  of  water  which  occurred  between  the  floes, 
for  different  species  of  moluscse,  which  the  seamen 
call  ^^  whales'  food ;"  and  on  this  day  in  particular, 
was  fortunate  in  finding  several  beautiful  varieties,  of 
which  I  made  drawings,  while  they  continued  alive. 
Among  this  number  were  the  elegant  clio  borealis, 
various  heroes,  medusse,  argonauts,  and  crustacs,  of 
the  shrimp  kind.  It  may  not  here  be  irrelevant  to 
mention  a  certain  curious  slimy  matter  which  floats 
in  sti'eams  of  many  fathoms  in  length  along  the  sur- 
face, resembling  dirty  soap  suds  in  colour,  but  being 
of  a  more  oily  consistency.  Crantz  mentions  the 
same  appearance  in  Greenland,  and  supposes  it  to  be 
the  spawn  of  muscles.  Several  northern  voyagers 
also  notice  this  substance,  but  each  one  assigns  a  dif- 
ferent nature  to  it.  It  is  greedily  devoured  by  the 
mallemucks. 

We  made  but  little  progress  for  four  days,  and  on 
the  21st  found  ourselves  abreast  of  the  Lower  Savage 
Islands.    I  have  avoided  as  much  as  possible  entering 
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into  technical  subjects  in  this  my  private  journal ; 
which,  as  it  is  only  intended  for  the  inspection  of 
my  own  family,  I  am  aware  that  they  will  find  quite 
dull  enough  without  the  assistance  of  the  daily  oc- 
currences of  the  ship.     It  will,  however,  give  some 
idea  of  the  difficulties  we  had  experienced,  when  I 
observe  that  we  were  19  days  in  passing  Resolution 
Island,  a  distance  of  about  60  miles ;  and  that  even 
the  small  progress  we  made  was  by  the  assistance  of 
the  tides.     Baffin,  Hudson,  Fox,  and  others,  agree 
in  saying,  that  out  of  three  tides  they  generally 
made    one    to   the   westward;    thus    proving    that 
the  floods  are  more  powerful,  and  of  longer  dura- 
tion, than  the  ebbs.     This  must  have  been  our  case 
also,  as  even  when  many  days  fast  to  a  floe,  and 
dose  beset,  we  have  found  ourselves  making  a  little 
westing. 

In  the  evening  the  ice  opened  more  than  was  usual, 
and  we  had  a  good  run  until  near  midnight,  when  we 
made  fast.  During  the  evening  we  saw  a  very  large 
bear  lying  on  a  piece  of  ice,  a-head  of  us.  Two  boats 
were  instantly  sent  in  chase  of  him>  and  had  ap- 
proached very  close  before  he  moved,  when,  appearing 
to  scent  them,  he  quietly  took  to  the  water.  It  was 
with  great  difficulty  he  was  killed,  and  he  boldly 
turned  to  fSue  his  pursuers  as  long  as  he  had  sufficient 
strength,  for  he  swam  rapidly,  and  could  make  long 
qirmgs  in  the  water.  As  these  animals,  although 
very  fat  and  bulky,  sink  the  instant  they  die,  he  was 
lashed  to  a  boat,  and  brought  alongside.     On  hoist- 
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ing  him  in  we  were  astonished  to  find  that  his  weight 
exceeded  iGOOlbs ! 

His  dimensions  were  as  follows  : 


l^£ir«  V7  ±  n» 

Feet.     Inches 

Snout  to  the  insertion  of  the  tail 

8    7i 

The  head  only   . 

.     1     6 

From  the  eye  to  the  ear 

.     0  10 

Nose  to  the  centre  of  the  eye 

.     0     8« 

The  ear  alone    . 

.     0    4^ 

The  tail  from  root  to  tip 

.     0     5 

Fore  claws 

.    0     2i 

Hinder  claws 

.     0     li 

Tusks        .         •         .         . 

.     0     2i 

GIRTH. 

Round  the  body 

.    7  11 

Neck           .... 

.     3     4i 

Fore  leg      . 

.     2     3 

Hind  leg    . 

.     3     3 

Round  the  snout 

.     1     9^ 

Round  the  forehead 

.     2     1 

HEIGHT. 

Shoulder       .... 

.    4    9 

Rump          .... 

.     4     8^ 

BREADTH. 

The  paws      .... 

.     0  10 

Between  the  ears  . 

.     1     3 

Between  the  tusks 

.     0     3 
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The  animal  may  be  considered  as  an  unusually 
lai^  one,  and  the  weight  enormous.  I  have  met 
with  but  two  instances  of  larger  bears  having  been 
killed,  and  they  were  by  Barentz's  crew  at  Cherrie 
Island. 

Our  prize  was  very  fat,  his  colour  a  yellowish  white, 
and  the  hair  covered  with  a  kind  of  sticky  oil,  which 
gave  it  a  shining  appearance,  and  made  the  hands 
feel  very  clammy  after  touching  it.     On  opening  the 
body  a  most  noisome  eflSuvia  filled  the  whole  ship. 
The  smell  was  very  pungent,  and  quite  different  from 
any  other  I  had  ever  experienced.     The  heart  con- 
tinued to  beat  on  being  taken  out,  although  the 
animal  had  been  three  hours  dead.     Our  seamen  ate 
it  without  experiencing  any  of  those  bad  effects  which 
old  northern  navigators  attribute  to  bear's  flesh,  which 
made  three  of  Barentz'  people  ^^  so  sick  that  we  ex- 
pected they  would  have  died,  and  their  skins  peeled 
off  from  head  to  foot."     Having  procured  a  large  tub 
of  blubber  from  the  bear,  the  carcass  was  thrown 
overboard,  and  the  two  first  walruses  we  had  seen, 
soon  after  made  their  appearance  near  us,  probably 
attracted  by  the  smell. 

We  continued  beset  all  this  day  and  night  at  about 
six  miles  from  the  Savage  Islands.  In  the  afternoon 
a  loud  shouting  was  heard,  and  we  knew  that  the 
Eddmaux  were  coming  off  to  us,  although  we  could 
not  6ee  them  amongst  the  loose  ice  near  the  shore. 
A  number  of  people  were  at  length  observed  paddling 
along  a  lane  of  water  which  led  to  the  Fury,  and 
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Others  were  seen  canying  their  canoes  over  pieces  of 
ice,  and  then  launching  them  again.  The  nearer 
our  visitors  approached,  the  more  vehement  were 
their  cries  of  joy  and  salutation.  The  loud  *^  Ha 
haa/'  resounded  from  all  quarters;  for  our  people 
again  repeated  it,  to  encourage  the  natives. 

We  soon  had  a  large  assemblage  of  canoes  along- 
side our  floe,  and  a  most  noisy  but  merry  barter  in- 
stantly took  place :  all  of  us  being  as  anxious  to  pur- 
chase Eskimaux  curiosities,  as  they  were  to  procure 
iron  and  European  toys.  In  less  than  an  hour  we 
had  thirty  canoes  round  us,  and  five  of  the  women's 
large  boats,  or  ^*  Oomiaks :"  all  exactly  agreeing  with 
the  description  which  Crantz  gives  of  the  boats  of 
the  Greenlanders.  As  we  are  now  entering  on  the 
natural  territories  of  these  people,  I  need  not  give 
a  full  description  of  their  vessels  until  a  farther  ex- 
perience enables  me  to  do  so  with  confidence.  An 
old  man  steered  each  woman's  boat  by  an  oar,  and 
appeared  to  have  a  kind  of  authority  over  the  ladies. 
Some  boys  were  also  in  the  boats ;  but  no  men,  ex- 
cept the  steersman.  In  the  largest  of  the  Oomiaks 
I  counted  twenty-one  persons.  It  is  quite  out  of  my 
power  to  describe  the  shouts,  yells,  and  laughter  of 
the  savages,  or  the  general  confusion  which  existed 
for  two  or  three  hours.  The  females  were  at  first  very 
shy,  and  unwilling  to  come  on  the  ice,  but  bartered 
every  thing  from  their  boats.  This  timidity,  how- 
ever, soon  wore  off,  and  they,  in  the  end,  became  as 
noisy  and  boisterous  as  the  men. 
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The  cast  of  countenance  of  these  Eskimaux  per- 
fectly resembles  that  of  the  Greenlanders,  as  far  as  I 
could  judge  from  Crantz.  A  first  interview  does  not 
authorize  my  attempting  to  describe  their  features ; 
but  I  may  safely  say,  that  I  could. not,  even  in  a  dozen 
visits,  have  discovered  the  regular  colour  of  their  skin ; 
from  its  being  so  covered  with  blood,  grease,  and 
dirt,  as  to  haSLe  all  attempts,  to  trace  its  natural  hue/ 
Its  artificial  dye  was  of  a  dull  copper  or  brown  colour. 
Amongst  some  of  the  young  girls  we  occasionally 
could  dilscoyei^  a  deep  purple  tinge  of  health  on  the 
cheeks }  and  the  skins  of  both  sexes  were  very  soft 
and  greasy  to  the  touch.  The  hair  of  the  women 
was  confined  in  a  knot  on  the  top  of  the  head,  or 
on  the  forehead  in  some;  but  others,  like  men,  • 
wore  it  in  glorious  confusion  all  over  their  necks  and 
faces.  Whichever  way  it  was  arranged  not  a  curl 
was  to  be  seen,  and  the  jetty  black  of  these  locks 
gave  an  air  of  inexpressible  wildness  to  each  counte-^ 
nance.  The  men  had  very  scanty  or  no  beards,  and, 
as  far  as  we  could  learn,  the  bodies  of  both  sexes  were 
destitute  of  hair.  A  species  of  ophthalpaia  appeared 
very  generally  to  exist  $  many  persons  had  lost  their 
eye-lashes,  and  some  were  nearly  blind.  A  very 
curious  kind  of  wooden  eye-shade  was  in  general 
use,  and  was  so  contrived  as  to  admit  but  little  of  the 
dazzling  glare  of  the  ice. 

On  the  knuckles  of  some  of  the  men  I  observed 
white  leprous  blotches,  of  the  same  dead-looking 
colour,  when  contrasted  with  their  dark  skin,  as  I 
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have  discovered  in  similar  cases  amongst  the  Arabs. 
One  maimed  person  only  was  seen,  and  this  was  a  boy 
about  eight  years  of  age,  who  had  lost  an  arm  below 
the  elbow,  and  his  lip  appeared  also  to  have  been 
injured.  The  poor  little  fellow  seemed  pale  and  me^ 
lancholy,  showing  no  wish  to  mingle  in  the  sports  of 
his  countrymen ;  on  which  account  I  gave  him  a  fine 
brass  button  to  put  him  in  spirits. 

It  is  scarcely  possible  to  conceive  any  thing  more 
ugly  or  disgusting  than  the  countenances  of  the  old 
women ;  who  had  inflamed  eyes,  wrinkled  skin,  bladi^ 
teeth,  and,  in  fact,  such  a  forbidding  set  of  features 
as  scarcely  could  be  called  human  :  to  which  might 
be  added  their  dress,  which  was  such  as  gave  them 
the  appearance  of  aged  Ourang  Outangs.  Frobisher's 
crew  may  be  pardoned  for  having,  in  such  super* 
stitious  times  as  A.  D.  1576,  taken  one  of  these  ladies 
for  a  witch  ;  of  whom  it  is  said,  "  The  old  wretch 
whom  our  sailors  supposed  to  be  a  witch,  had  her 
buskins  pulled  off,  to  see  if  she  was  cloven-footed ; 
and  being  very  ugly  and  deformed,  we  let  her  go.'* 
The  young  children  were  pretty,  lively,  and  well- 
behaved. 

The  dresses  of  the  Eskimaux  were  chiefly  com- 
posed of  seals'  skins,  but  many  articles  of  clothing 
consisted  of  those  of  bears,  deer,  wolves,  foxes,  hares, 
and  birds,  all  sewed  in  a  neat  and  even  elegant  man-^ 
ner,  with  the  sinews  of  animals.  The  habits  of  the 
men  differing  in  some  degree  from  those  of  the 
wiMeo,  I  shall  describe  each  separately. 
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One  or  two  jackets  of  seals'  skin,  having  no  opening 
in  the  front,  reach  as  low  down  as  the  upper  part  of 
the  thigh.  The  outer  one  has  a  hood  for  covering 
the  heady  but  at  this  season  of  the  year  it  was  suffered 
to  hang  between  the  shoulders.  The  trowsers  have 
no  waistbandsi  but  are  drawn  by  strings  tight  round 
the  body.  They  descend  to  below  the  knefe,  whence 
the  boots  complete  the  clothing  of  the  legs.  They 
are  of  seals'  hide ;  and  half-boots  of  variegated  skins 
are  sometimes  worn  over  all.  The  soles  of  these  are 
composed  of  strong  skin  deprived  of  hair,  and  per- 
fectly impervious  to  water.  Mittens  of  deer  or  seals* 
skin,  warmly  lined,  and  fitting  close  to  the  hand, 
were  generally  worn.  Of  all  the  articles  of  male 
attire  there  are  other  complete  sets  which  resemble 
them  in  form,  but  are  made  of  the  intestines  of  seals, 
or  the  skins  of  animals  deprived  of  hair,  and  which, 
by  being  water-proof,  protect  the  fur  clothing  from 
the  rain,  or  spray  of  the  sea.  A  few  of  these  dresses, 
which  we  purchased,  were  transparent,  resembling 
broad  ribands  of  white  oil-skin :  and  formed  of  the 
seals'  entrails.  Some  gloves  resembling  strong  parch- 
ment proved  a  great  comfort  to  our  leadsmen  while 
sounding  in  frosty  weather. 

The  jackets  of  the  women,  although  of  the  same 
materials  as  those  of  the  men^  difier  from  them  very 
essentially  in  form.  I  however  do  not  think  the 
ladies  have  been  judicious  in  the  fashion  of  their 
clothes,  which  give  them  a  most  monkey-like  ap- 
pearance. 

c2 
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A  small  peak  6r  flap  hangs  down  in  front  to  the 
depth  of  about  six  inches,  but  its  extreme  narrowness 
renders  it  a  very  useless  appendage;  while  behind 
there  is  another  flap  or  tail,  which  reaches  nearly  to 
the  ground^  is  about  3ix  or  eight  inches  broad,  and 
rounded  at  the  lower  extremity.  Much  attention  is* 
paid  to  ornamenting  these  flaps,  by  sewing  very  neat 
borders  of  different-coloured  skins  round  their  edges. 
The  hoods  of  the  women's  coats  are  also  much  lai^r 
than  those  of  the  men,  being  for  the  purpose  of 
canTing  their  young  children  stark  naked  against 
the  back. 

The  arrangement  of  the  colours  of  skins,  and 
the  formation  of  their  clothing,  are  very  strictly  at- 
tended to.  Thus  the  dark  and  mottled  part  of  the 
9eal  is  placed  in  the  centre  of  the  back  or  breast,  while 
the  lighter  shades  are  on  the  sides.  In  the  sleeves, 
the  fore  and  back  piece  are  often  of  two  colours,  and 
the  cuffii  also  of  a  different  hue.  As  each  of  the 
numerous  varieties  of  seal  affords  a  peculiar  skin,  it 
may  be  imagined  that  these  people  avail  themselves 
of  this  in  order  to  arrange  the  most  opposite  and 
glossy  colours  in  the  same  habit.  The  women  wear 
no  trowsers,  or,  at  all  events,  very  few  do  so.  They 
have,  however,  rather  a  complicated  substitute  for 
these  indispensables ;  for  round  the  loins  a  tight 
leather  girth  or  girdle  is  laced,  one  part  of  it  passing 
between  the  thighs.  Long  stockings,  or,  more  pro- 
perly speaking,  legs  of  trowsers,  are  then  drawn  on, 
and  attached  to  the  hind  part  of  the  girdle.     Yet^ 
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fkh  these  contrivaDces,  a  portion  of  the  stomach  and 
pper  leg  is  shown  naked.  The  boots  were  the  same 
9  those  worn  by  the  men. 

It  was  impossible  to  distinguish  sexes  by  the  dresses 
( the  children ;  some  o£  their  jackets  having  one 
111,  others  two,  and  many  none  at  all. 

In  this  short  account  of  the  clothing  of  our  visitors, 

must  be  remembered  that  it  is  the  summer  dress  f 
escribe :  what  their  winter  costume  may  be  is  merely 
mjectural. 

A  very  singular  custom  prevailed  amongst  them 
I  concluding  the  most  trifling  bargain;  for  ntf 
K>ner  had  they  received  an  article  in  exchange 
ir  their  goods,  than  it  was  instantly  applied  to  the 
mgue,  and  licked  several  times  previous  to  being 
at  away  in  security*.  Whatever  might  be  the 
rticle  given,  even  if  a  sharp  razor,  the  ba]:^n  was 
ot  concluded  until  it  had  gone  through  the  abote 
^remony ;  and  I  frequently  shuddered  at  seeing  the 
iiildren  draw  a  razor  over  their  tongue  as  uncon- 
smedly  as  if  it  had  been  an  ivory .  paper-knife. 
7e  had  a  convincing  proof  of  the  importance  at- 
lehed  to  the  above  custom,  in  one  poor  woman  whom 

f  Captain  Cook  mentions  a  cnriona  custom  at  the  Isle  of 
■stordam  which  madi  resembles  this. 

**  All  arddes  given  in  exchange  were  lifted  to  the  head.  Some<* 
mes  they  would  look  at  our  goods^  and  if  not  approved  return 
em  back;  but  whenever  they  applied  them  to  the  head  the 
ifgain  was  infallibly  struck." — Second  Voyage. 
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I  detected  going  over  the  side  with  an  ice-axe  upon 
her  shoulder,  which,  fancying  she  had  stolen  it,  I 
ordered  to  be  taken  from  her.  This  she  loudly  and 
firmly  resisted,  crying  bitterly,  and  looking  anxiously 
round  for  the  person  from  whom  she  had  received 
it,  making  signs  that  it  had  been  given  in  exchange 
for  a  very  handsome  seal-skin  jacket  which  she*  had 
been  observed  to  wear,  and  at. the  same  time  licking 
every  part  of  the  axe,  to  show  it  had  been  a  bargain. 
By  this  we  were  convinced  that  some  one  had  been 
despicable  enough  to  give  this  poor  creature  an 
article  which  he  knew  would  be  taken  from  her 
9gain.  When  a  button  or  other  trifle  was  given  as 
41  prepentj  without  demanding  an  exchange,  it  did 
not  receive  the  customary  licking.  Nothing  can 
equal  the  eagerness  for  barter  evinced  by  these  sa- 
vages, or  the  frenzy  they  exhibited  to  possess  a  nail 
or  any  other  trifle.  To  describe  the  various  modu- 
lations of  their  screams  of  joy  or  anxiety  would  be 
absolutely  impossible.  We,  however,  in  the  general 
confusion,  were  of  opinion  that  the  word  used  for 
barter  was  "  Chi  b6  ;'*  for  it  was  repeated  in  every 
key  to  which  the  human  voice  can  be  raised.  ••  Mk 
tay"  was  also  clamorously  and  frequently  repeated ; 
and  we  had  no  doubt  that  it  implied  "  Give  me," 
all  ages  and  sexes  being  most  indefatigable  beggars. 
They  were,  however,  traders  as  long  as  they  had  any 
stock.  From  the  men  we  purchased  oil,  weapons,  and 
ivory ;  the  women  supplied  us  with  skins,  ornaments, 
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tittle  pouches,  &c. ;  and  from  the  children  were  pro- 
cured small  toys  and  models,  their  parents  directing 
them  in  their  bargains  and  beggings  also.  There 
was  one  little  child,  who,  having  no  merchandisEe  to 
dispose  of,  ran  about  holding  up  the  red  legs  of  a 
dovekie,  in  hopes  that  their  colour  might  attract  a 
customer;  but  meeting  with  no  success,  the  poor 
little  trader  was  returning  disconsolate  to  his  mother, 
when  a  button  which  I  gave  him  put  the  poor  child 
quite  into  raptures,  and  underwent  more  kissing  than 
button  ever  received  before. 

Both  sexes  eagerly  sold  their  clothes,  and  some 
went  away  nearly  naked,  notwithstanding  the  severity 
of  the  weather.     I  must  however  say,  in  justice  to 
the  softer  sex,  that  they  were  more  correct  in  the 
choice  of  what  parts  of  their  clothing  they  would 
diqpose  of,  than  the  men  ;  for  I  do  not  remember  to 
have  seen  a  single  lady  part  with  her  breeches,  while 
the  gentlemen  were  by  no  means  so  scrupulous,  and 
evinced  no  shame  at  appearing  neariy  naked. 
-    A  nail  was  considered  a  fair  equivalent  for  a  spear 
with  ivory  head,  and  with  line  and  bladder  attached  to 
i^     Smdl  pieces  of  iron  hoop  were  equally  valuaUe ; 
and  a  knife  might  purchase  any  article.     Saws,  how- 
ev^,  were  the  most  eagerly  inquired  for,  and,  had 
any  been  produced  at  first,  nothing  else  would  have 
been  taken.     In  all  exchanges  the  ni^ves  showed  as 
much  joy  as  if  they  had  acquired  the  greatest  riches, 
although  in  many  instances  they  were  losers  by  the 
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I  had  every  reason  to  suppose  that  a  woman  wonld 
actually  have  sold  her  child  to  a  marine  who  was 
oflfering  a  knife  for  it ;  and,  on  mentioning  the  cir- 
curostance  on  board,  Mr.  Sherer  assured  me  that  a 
man  and  woman  had  been  very  pressing  for  him  to 
buy  a  baby  also.  Our  ignorance,  at  the  time,  of  the 
language  and  customs  of  these  people,  might  have  led 
us  into  error  in  this  respect,  although  appearances 
were  as  I  have  stated. 

The  strangers  were  so  well  pleased  in  our  society, 
that  they  showed  no  wish  to  leave  us,  and,  when  the 
market  had  quite  ceased,  they  began  dancing  and 
playing  with  our  people  on  the  ice  alongside :  this 
exercise  again  set  many  of  their  noses  bleeding)  which 
at  their  first  arrival  we  had  observed  to  be  the  case), 
and  discovered  to  us  a  most  nasty  custom,  which  ac« 
counted  for  their  gory  faces ;  and  which  was,  that  as 
fast  as  the  blood  ran  down,  they  scraped  it  with  the 
fingers  into  their  mouths,  appearing  to  consider  it  as 
a  refreshment  or  dainty,  if  we  might  judge  by  the 
zest  with  which  they  smacked  their  lips  at  each  sup- 
ply. Some  of  the  most  quiet  came  on  board  the  ship, 
and  behaved  very  well ;  while  others  walked  quietly 
alongside,  gazing  occasionally  at  the  men,  but  more 
frequently  at  some  quarters  of  Old  English  beef, 
which  were  hanging  over  the  stern,  and  had  a  most 
attractive  appearance*  Some  slices  were  cut  off  and 
thrown  down  to  them,  and  these  they  instantly  devoured 
with  great  satisfaction ;  but  they  refused  to  eat  the 
biscuit  which  was  offered  at  the  same  time.     One 
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woman  in  particular  attracted  general  notice  by  her 
unwearied  application  for  presents,  and  by  feigning  to 
be  hurt,  and  crying  to  excite  compassion ;  in  which 
she  no  sooner  succeeded,  than  a  loud  and  triumphant 
laugh  proclaimed  the  cheat.  Of  all  horrible  yells, 
this  laugh  was  the  most  fiend-like  I  ever  heard; 
and-  her  countenance  corresponded  with  her  voice. 
She  had  lost  all  her  front  teeth,  with  the  exception  of 
the  eye-teeth ;  her  mouth  was  plentifully  ornamented 
by  blue  tattoo-lines ;  and  a  vast  profusion  of  black, 
straight,  and  matted  hair,  hung  all  round  her  head 
and  face.  At  her  back  was  an  imp  not  more  pre- 
jpossessing  in  features  than  herself,  and  screaming 
itself  black  in  the  face.  Although  the  countenances 
of  the  other  young  children  were  generally  rather 
pretty  than  otherwise,  yet,  from  their  dress  and  man- 
ner of  walking,  they  might,  without  any  great  stretch 
of  the  imagination,  have  been  taken  for  the  cubs  of 
wild  animals ;  particularly  some  who  were  laid  for 
safety  in  the  bottom  of  the  women's  boats,  amongst 
blubber,  the  entrails  of  seals,  &c.  of  which  they  were 
continually  sucking  whatever  was  nearest  to  them. 

In  order  to  amuse  our  new  acquaintances  as  much 
as  possible  the  fiddler  was  sent  on  the  ice,  wha^  he 
instantly  found  a  most  delightful  set  of  dancers,  of 
whom  some  of  the  women  kept  pretty  good  time. 
Their  only  figure  consisted  in  stamping  and  jumping 
with  all  their  might.  Our  musician,  who  was  a 
lively  fellow,  soon  caught  the  infection,  and  began 
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cutting  capers  also.  In  a  short  time  every  one  on 
(he  floe,  officers,  men,  and  savages,  were  dancing 
together,  and  exhibited  one  of  the  most  extras 
ordinary  sights  I  ever  witnessed.  One  of  our  sea- 
men, of  a  fresh  ruddy  complexion,  excited  the  ad-* 
miration  of  all  the  young  females,  who  patted  hi9 
face  and  danced  round  him  wherever  he  went.  I 
was  half  inclined  to  suppose  they  fancied  him  a 
woman,  although  he  was  nearly  six  feet  high,  and 
stout  in  proportion.  I  am  sorry  to  give  but  a  bad 
account  of  the  morals  of  our  visitors,  some  of  whom 
were  very  importunate  in  offering  their  wives  in  ex- 
change for  a  knife,  and  the  women  as  anxiously 
pressing  the  bargain. 

The  exertion  of  dancing  so  exhilarated  the  Eski- 
maux,  that  they  had  the  appearance  of  being  boister- 
ously  drunk,  and  played  many  extraordinary  pranks. 
Amongst  others,  it  was  a  favourite  joke  to  run  slily 
behind  the  seamen,  and,  shouting  loudly  in  one  ear, 
to  give  them  at  the  same  time  a  very  smart  slap  on 
the  other. 

While  looking  on,  I  was  sharply  saluted  in  this 
manner,  and,  of  course,  was  quite  startled,  to  the 
great  amusement  of  the  by-standers  :  the  joke  con- 
sisted in  making  the  person  struck  look  astonished, 
which,  as  may  be  supposed,  was  always  the  result. 

Our  cook,  who  was  a  most  active  and  unwearied 
jumper,  became  so  great  a  favourite,  that  every  one 
boxed  his  ears  so  soundly,  as  to  oblige  the  poor  man 
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to  retire  from  such  boisterous  marks  of  approbation. 
Amongst  other  sports,  some  of  the  Eskimaux  rather 
roughly,  but  with  great  good  humour,  challenged  our 
people  to  ¥rrestle.  One  man,  in  particular,  who  had 
thrown  several  of  his  countrymen,  attacked  an  officer 
of  a  very  strong  make,  but  the  poor  savage  was  in- 
stantly thrown,  and  witli  no  very  easy  fall;  yet, 
although  every  one  was  laughing  at  him,  he  bore  it 
with  exemplary  good  humour.  The  same  officer 
affi^rded  us  much  diversion,  by  teaching  a  large  party 
of  women  to  bow,  cuitsy,  shake  hands,  turn  their 
toes  out,  and  perform  sundry  other  polite  accomplish- 
ments ;  the  whole  party,  master  and  pupils,  preserving 
the  strictest  gravity. 

As  sailors  seldom  fail  to  select  some  whimsical 
object  on  whom  to  pass  their  jokes,  they  soon  found 
one  in  the  person  of  an  ugly  old  man,  possessing  a 
great  stock  of  impudence,  and  a  most  comic  coun- 
tenance. He  had  sold  all  his  clothes,  with  the  ex- 
cation  of  his  breeches,  and  in  this  state  they  made 
him  parade  the  decks,  honoured  by  the  appellation 
of  king.  Some  rum  was  offi^red  to  this  exalted  per- 
sonage, but  he  spat  it  out  again  with  signs  of  great 
disgust.  In  order  to  show  him  that  it  might  be  drank^ 
one  of  the  seamen  was  told  to  finish  the  glass,  but  he 
refused  to  touch  it  **  afler  such  a  brute."  The  boat- 
swain, however,  with  much  humour,  and  a  knowing 
look,  stepped  forward,  saying,  ^^  Here,  hand  me  the 
glass,  I'll  drink  with  the  gentleman,"  and  nodding  a 
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health,  which  was  returned  by  our  king,  he  drank  off 
the  grog. 

Sugar  was  offered  to  many  of  the  grown  people, 
who  disliked  it  very  much,  and,  to  our  surprise,  the 
young  children  were  equally  averse  to  it. 

Towards  midnight  all  our  men,  except  the  watch 
on  deck,  turned  into  their  beds,  and  the  fatigued 
and  hungry  Eskimaux  returned  to  their  boats  to  take 
their  supper,  which  consisted  of  lumps  of  raw  flesh 
and  blubber  of  seals,  birds,  entrails,  &c. ;  licking  their 
fingers  with  great  zest,  and  with  knives  or  fingers 
scraping  the  blood  and  grease  which  ran  down  their 
chins  into  their  mouths. 

I  walked  quietly  round  to  look  at  the  different 
groupes,  and  in  one  of  the  women's  boats  I  observed 
a  young  girl,  whom  we  had  generally  allowed  to  be 
the  belle  of  the  party,  busily  employed  in  tearing  a 
slice  from  the  belly  of  a  seal,  and  biting  it  into  small 
pieces  for  distribution  to  those  around  her.  I  also 
remarked  that  the  two  sexes  took  their  meal  apart, 
the  men  on  the  ice,  the  women  sitting  in  their  boats. 
At  midnight  they  all  left  us,  so  exhausted  by  their 
day's  exertions,  that  they  were  quite  unable  either  to 
scaeam  or  laugh.  The  men  paddled  slowly  away, 
and  the  women  rowed  off  with  half  their  party  asleep. 
A  few  went  only  to  a  piece  of  floating  ice  astern, 
where  they  lay  down  for  the  night,  while  the  others 
made  their  way  to  the  shore,  which  was  about  eight 
miles  distant. 
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During  the  whole  time  these  people  remained,  they 
appeared  to  place  the  most  implicit  confidence  in  the 
honesty  of  our  men,  and  when  the  canoes  were  hauled 
up  on  the  ice  they  left  them  unprotected,  and  wan- 
dered about  without  any  fear  that  the  iron  or  other 
articles  which  they  contained  should  be  stolen  from 
them.  Some  of  our  people  took  the  canoes  and  pad- 
dled about,  to  the  great  amusement  of  their  owners, 
who  feared  no  damage  being  done  to  them. 

During  the  time  our  people  lay  off  in  the  boats, 
they  afibrded  much  diversion,  by  calling  the  New- 
foundland dog  to  them,  and  making  him  fetch  and 
carry.  This  animal  had  at  first  caused  some  alarm 
by  running  playfully  after  the  children,  and  pulling 
their  tails,  but  the  dread  soon  wore  off.  My  black 
cat  was  considered  a  far  more  formidable  animal, 
and  I  could  persuade  no  one  to  touch  it. 

A  few  instances  of  dishonesty  occurred  where 
iron  lay  neglected  in  view ;  but  it  is  scarcely  to  be 
wondered  that  such  a  temptation  should  prove  irre- 
sistible :  had  small  golden  bars  been  thrown  in  the 
streets  of  London,  how  would  they  have  fared  ? 

In  drawing  out  this  long  account  of  one  visit,  my 
prolixity  may  be  excused,  when  I  state,  that  it  is 
merely  intended  to  amuse  my  own  fire-side  circle ;  yet, 
voluminous  as  it  is,  I  have  withheld  any  account  of 
the  stature,  and  general  appearance  of  the  people ;  or 
any  description  of  their  boats  and  instruments,  bdng 
certain  of  seeing  more  of  them.  In  the  mean  time, 
however,  it  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  quote  the 
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brief  but  accurate  description  of  them  as  given  by 
that  able  old  navigator  John  Davies,  in  the  year  1586; 

"The  people  are  of  good  stature,  well  pro- 
portioned, with  small  slender  hands  and  feet,  broad 
visages,  small  eyes,  wide  mouths,  the  most  part  un- 
bearded, great  lips  and  close  teethed ;  they  are  much 
given  to  bleed,  and  therefore  stop  their  noses  with 
deer's  hair,  or  that  of  an  elan.  They  are  very 
simple  in  their  conversation,  but  marvellously  given 
to  thieving,  especially  of  iron ;  they  did  eat  all  their 
meat  raw/* 

On  the  morning  of  the  S3d  we  remained  nearly 
beset ;  yet  although  there  was  scarcely  an  openings 
amongst  the  ice,  the  indefatigable  Eskimaux  again 
paid  us  a  visit.  One  solitary  canoe  first  reached  us, 
and  the  owner  finding  no  competitors,  and  that  he 
was  likely  to  have  the  market  to  himself,  with  great 
shrewdness  exhibited  only  one  article  at  a  time,  and 
kept  at  such  a  distance  from  the  ship,  as  to  preclude 
all  possibility  of  our  overlooking  his  cargo.  He  how- 
ever trifled  so  long  as  to  lose  all  his  customers,  and 
was  quite  in  despair  on  seeing  several  more  canoes 
coming  off.  Every  thing  he  possessed  was  now  drawn 
from  his  boat  and  pressingly  offered,  and  amongst 
other  things  he  produced  a  fine  unicorn's  horn,  which 
of  course  readily  found  a  purchaser. 

Two  large  Oomiak's  (women,  or  femily  boats)  at 
length  came  alongside,  filled  with  women  and  young 
children,  and  steered,  as  we  had  before  observed  to 
be  the  case,  each  by  an  old  tnan.     These  people  were 
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no  sooner  alongside  than  they  commenced  singing  and 
dancing  with  great  vehemence ;  and  to  my  surprise 
an  old  blind  woman  joined  in  the  merriment  with  as 
great  apparent  delight  as  her  companions.  In  this 
boat  was  a  man  who  had  lost  one  of  his  arms. 
Several  single  canoes  hung  alongside  by  ropes  which 
were  thrown  to  them,  and  in  this  state,  with  a  fresh 
breeze,  we  ran  until  we  came  amongst  some  heavy, 
ice,  when  our  visitors  were  warned  to  take  pre- 
cautions against  being  jammed.  Such,  however,  was 
their  ardour  for  barter,  that  we  could  neither  induce 
them  to  move,  or  to  pay  attention  to  our  signs,  and 
as  to  hearing  us  amidst  their  own  din,  it  was  im-^ 
possible.  At  length,  as  we  expected,  a  woman's 
boat  was  badly  stove  by  a  piece  of  ice  cutting  one  of 
the  bottom  skins.  Silence  immediately  ensued,  and 
it  was  pleasing  to  observe  the  attention  which  was 
paid  to  the  sufferers  by  all  the  men,  who  left  off 
trading,  and  assisted  to  haul  the  damaged  boat  on  a 
piece  of  ice  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  her,  and  even 
those  who  could  not  be  of  any  service  remained  be- 
hind with  the  rest. 

After  a  time,  a  fine  lively  boy,  in  a  most  elegant 
white  canoe,  came  paddling  up  to  us,  and  keeping  way 
with  the  ship,  endeavoured  to  insinuate  himself  into 
our  good  graces,  by  talking  and  laughing  incessantly. 
He  succeeded  to  his  wish,  and  was  enriched  by 
presents  of  buttons,  nails,  beads,  and  pieces  of  old 
iron,  all  of  which  he  acknowledged  by  a  peculiarly 
joyous  cry,  at  the  same  time  cramming  them  into  his 


3^  PASSAGE  OP  HUDSON'S  ST&AIT. 

mouth.  When  this  store-house  was  filled,  he  made 
as  long  a  speech  as  his  riches  would  permit,  and 
turning  from  the  shore,  parted  from  us  with  the  swift- 
ness of  an  arrow. 

On  the  24th,  to  our  infinite  astonishment,  we  did 
not  see  a  single  piece  of  ice,  and  in  consequence 
beat  up  to  the  N.W.  without  interruption,  until  the 
evening  of  the  25th,  when  we  were  oflP  the  Upper 
Savage  Island.  Parties  here  landed  from  each  ship, 
and  the  requisite  observations  being  taken,  we  all  set 
out  on  excursions  to  explore  the  island.  It  is  high 
and  rocky,  principally  of  a  reddish  granite,  but  pro* 
ducing  also  gneiss  and  sandstone.  Its  length  is  about 
three  miles,  its  breadth  two.  Near  where  we  landed 
were  quantities  of  bones,  which  we  conjectured  to  be 
those  of  the  walrus.  Milch  frozen  snow  lay  in  the  clefts 
of  the  rocks,  whence  issued  small  streams  of  water. 
On  the  top  of  the  isle  were  many  pools  beautifully 
transparent,  near  one  of  which  a  grouse  (tetrao  lago- 
pus),  in  summer  plumage,  was  killed.  In  the  marshy 
ground,  near  the  water,  the  vegetation  was  extremely 
luxuriant.  Amidst  the  various  mosses  and  grasses, 
the  delicate  white  flower  of  the  andromeda,  and 
brilliant  yellow  poppy,  were  eminently  conspicuous. 
In  drier  places,  a  beautiful  species  of  butter-cup  was 
very  abundant,  as  was  also  the  dwarf  willow,  of  which 
I  had  heard  so  much,  but  had  never  seen  before. 
This  arctic  tree  grows  close  to  the  ground,  and 
spreads  its  lilliputian  branches  over  an  extent  of 
from  one  to  three  feet.     Its  stalk  rarely  exceeds 
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6e  inches  in  circumference,  and  all  the  wood  is 
sted  and  deformed.     On  many  of  the  higher  parts 
he  rock  were  piled  small  heaps  of  stones,  near  one 
rhich  I  found  part  of  a  human  skull.     Two  hares 
several  little  snow  buntins  were  seen.    Fragments 
I  whale's  skeleton,  driftwood,  and  ivory,  marked 
instruments^  showed  that  Eskimaux  had  at  some 
5  been  settled  here;   and  fire-places  were  also 
I   by  many  of  our  party.     Footsteps  of  some 
'en-footed   animal,  probably  the  rein-deer,  were 
uently  met  with.    Moskitoes  were  very  numerous, 
rere  also  common  flies.     Amongst  the  lichens,  I 
^rved  a  very  diminutive  insect  resembling  a  mite 
igure,  but  possessing  great  activity  of  motion, 
vas  of  the  most  brilliant  scarlet,  and  tinged  the 
ers  of  the  same  hue  when  taken  between  them  ; 
ig,  on  account  of  its  extreme  delicacy,  instantly 
bed. 

hi  the  ^th,  S8th,  and  until  the  evening  of  the 
1,  when  we  were  beset,  we  made  some  little  pro- 
s  as  the  various  state  of  the  weather  and  ice  per- 
;ed.  The  aurora  borealis  was  once  seen  during 
time  in  the  west.  It  was  faint,  and  did  not  ex- 
fc  any  interesting  peculiarities  of  appearance. 
L  small  drag  net,  let  down  to  the  bottom  in  64 
oms,  procured  for  us  some  interesting  specimens 
doluscae,  and  several  beautifully  delicate  varieties 
rhite  coral.  Amongst  the  polypi  was  one  of  a 
^  singular  description,  and  of  a  pale  pink  colour, 
being  taken  into  the  hand  it  threw  out  several 
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small  balls  of  various  sizes  from  that  of  a  hemp  seed 
to  the  bigness  of  a  white  currant,  which  fruit  they 
almost  exactly  resembled  in  colour,  transparency,  and 
consistence.  Their  form  was  perfectly  globular  j  and, 
even  with  the  aid  of  a  microscope,  I  could  discover 
no  opening  in  them.  Some,  on  being  boiled,  became 
soft  and  flabby,  although  they  did  not  burst;  and 
others,  which  I  put  in  spirits,  retained  to  a  certain  ex« 
tent  their  first  appearance.  With  ttie  above  animals 
many  fragments  of  stone  were  brought  from  the 
bottom,  and  these  consisted  of  granite,  gneiss,  red 
feldspar,  and  limestone.  Great  quantities  of  seals 
were  seen  during  the  day  iu  active  chase  of  each  other 
in  the  water,  which  the  seamen  call  a  seal's  wedding. 
The  30th,  and  great  part  of  the  31st,  we  were  so 
enveloped  in  fog  as  to  be  under  the  necessity  oC 
keeping  company  by  signal  guns,  and  during  the 
whole  of  this  time  had  a  most  favourable  wind,  ci 
which  in  this  unknown  coast  we  dared  not  take  ad- 
vantage.  When  it  cleared,  however,  we  agaii^  made: 
some  progress  along  shore,  and  in  the  evening  saw 
Cape  Dorset  and  Salisbury  Island.  While  off  the 
first  of  these  places  we  observed  several  canoes  using: 
every  exertion  to  come  up  with  us,  and  we  waited  to 
receive  them.  Eight  kayaks  (men's  canoes)  and  one 
oomiak  soon  joined,  but  were  very  unwilling  to  come, 
near  us.  A  boat  was  therefore  lowered  from  each 
ship  to  go  to  them,  and  purchase  curiosities,  as  well 
as  a  supply  of  oil  for  the  use  of  the  ships.  AU  tbQ 
men  wore  jackets  entirely  composed  of  the  Ai^a  of 
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ii^  haying  the  feathers  next  the  body.     Thig  dress 
leared  to  hare  undergone  no  more  curing  than  m 
sping  the  fat  from  the  inside  of  the  skins,  and 
ii'wards  drying  them.     The  women  were  clothed 
onr  former  visitors,  but  their  dresses  appeared 
ther  so  good,  clean,  or  neatly  sewed.     Both  sexes, 
ivever,had  cleaner  faces,  or  much  fairer  complexions ; 
1  such  is  taste,  and  so  singularly  it  varies,  that  there 
I  one  of  the  yonng  girls  whom  we  considered  as  very 
stty.     I  was  happy  in  being  able  to  see  the  sail  of 
t  oomiak,  which  was  lug-shaped,  and  formed  of  the 
astines  of  walrus,  sewed  together  with  great  neat- 
M^  in  breadths  of  about  four  inches.     The  mast, 
ich  was  placed  well  forward,  was  made  of  wood, 
1  bad  a  very  neatly  formed  ivory  sheave  for  the 
lyards  to  run  on.     In  this  boat  we  found  but  little 
pmrdiase,  with  the  exception  of  oil.  Another  com- 
>dity  however  was  offered,  in  the  shape  of  a  young 
9df  which,  as  it  really  appeared,  the  mother  would 
w  sold  me.     I  had  a  knife,  and  a  piece  of  iron  in  my 
ndf  and  with  the  latter  wished  to  purchase  a  seal's 
hiy  but  the  woman  having  taken  a  fancy  to  the  knife, 
deavoured  to  obtain  it  by  alternate  offers  of  seak* 
ins  and  bags  of  oil.  At  length,  of  her  own  accord,  she 
ted  up  a  little  child,  of  about  four  years  of  age,  and 
f^eKntly  a  girl,  offering  it  with  one  hand,  and  bedding 
tt  die  other  to  receive  the  knife.    Can  it  be  possible 
at  in  three  instances  I  should  have  been  mistaken,  and 
at  the  women  would  not  sell  their  mfants  ?    All  I 
n  learn  of  these  people  certainly  gives  them  great 
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praise  for  affection  to  their  children.     This  however 
may  at  some  future  time  be  cleared  up. 

An  old  man  had  charge  of  the  ladies  as  usual,,  and 
was  not  very  ceremonious  with  them,  giving  to  those 
who  stood  in  his  way  pretty  smart  shoves  and  blows 
with  his  elbows.  Amongst  the  traders  was  one  man 
wIh)  afforded  much  amusement  by  lying  at  a  short 
distance,  and  holding  up  a  raw  and  bloody  piece  of 
blubber,  for  which  he  demanded  a  nail  in  exchange ;  j 
showing  at  the  same  time  his  high  sense  of  the  value 
of  this  equivalent  by  uttering  loud  cries,  and  licking 
the  inviting  morsel  with  as  many  smacks  of  the  lipt, 
and  expressions  of  satisfaction,  as  a  young  child  would 
discover  while  attacking  a  rich  sweetmeat. 

There  was  another  man,  who  possessed  a  far  more 
enticing  piece  of  goods,  a  fine  unicorn's  horn ;  but  when 
he  had  received  a  piece  of  iron  in  exchange  for  it,  he, 
with  a  shout  of  triumph,  shoved  off,  without  giving  up 
the  hoiii.  He  appeared  perfectly  insensible  to  all  our 
stratagems  to  allure  him  alongside,  and  in  vain  were 
glittering  knives  and  other  treasures  displayed  for 
this  purpose.  During  this  time  the  other  poor  wretches 
were  eagerly  selling  all  their  possessions,  and  stripping 
themselves  of  every  article  of  dress  which  could  find 
a  purchaser. 

We  at  length  made  sail,  when  our  friend  of  the 
horn  ran  up  alongside,  and  sold  it  for  a  knife  to  the 
man  he  had  first  cheated  ;  but  in  this  last  instance  he 
again  attempted  to  escape  with  his  prize.  The  horn 
was  six  feet  in  length,  and  weighed  1 7lbs. 
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In  this  day's  party  I  saw  but  one  beggar.  On  the 
whole  these  people  neither  appeared  so  noisy,  impu- 
dent, or  fearless,  as  our  first  visitants,  and  they  were 
certainly  much  poorer,  at  least  if  we  might  judge  by 
the  state  of  their  clothing. 

We  beat  up  along  shore  between  Cape  Dorset  and 
Salisbury  and  Nottingham  Islands,  during  the  morn- 
ing of  the  1st  of  August,  which  was  mild  and  fine ; 
and  in  the  course  of  the  day  received  another  visit 
from  the  Eskimaux,  who  came  off  in  four  men's 
boats  and  oiie  oomiak.  They  had  little  to  sell, 
biit  we  derived  much  amusement  from  the  more 
than  usually  grotesque  crew  of  the  latter,  which, 
in  this  instance,  was  commanded*  in  chief  by  an  old 
and  fat  woman,  although  two  stout  boys  were  with 
her.  This  female  coxswain  carried  a  small  child  at 
her  back,  in  whose  features  we  fancied  it  possible 
to  trace  some  resemblance  to  European  infants, 
although  its  colour,  natural  or  artificial,  was  many 
diades  darker.  There  were  several  other  young 
children  in  this  boat,  very  pretty  little  savages,  with 
fin^  dark  eyes,  and  white  teeth ;  but  although  their 
tountenances  were  lively  and  intelligent,  there  was 
a  kind  of  wildness  in  their  looks,  not  a  little 
heightened  by  the  profusion  of  "  elf  locks'*  which 
hong  over  their  necks  and  faces.  One  poor 
infant,  notwithstanding  the  tumult  caused  by  the 
elder  people,  lay  quietly  asleep  in  the  bottom  of 
the  boat,  wrapped  in  a  skin,  aqd  Having  both  legs 
jammed  into  a  boot.     Its  mouth  was  filled  with  a 
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large  piece  of  blubber,  which  kept  the  jaws  distended, 
and  probably  caused  the  child  to  fancy  itself  still  at  the 
breast,  for  it  moved  its  lips  as  infants  do  when  they 
dream.  I  had  forgotten  this  quiet  little  personage 
for  some  time,  but  on  looking  again,  found  it  still  in 
a  sound  sleep,  in  defiance  of  the  numberless  thumps 
and  kicks  it  received  from  the  women  as  they  danced 
and  scrambled  about  the  boat.  It  lay  so  torpidly 
that  one  of  our  people  thought  it  was  dead,  which 
induced  him  to  go  into  the  boat  and  set  the  little 
sleeper  upright.  The  child  no  sooner  opened  its 
eyes,  than  creeping  into  a  comer  of  the  boat  for  scr 
curity,  it  occasionally  peeped  out  with  the  same  stupid 
gravity  as  a  young  owl  when  expos^  to  a  strong  ^are 
of  light.  On  observing  the  cork  which  had  filled  the 
babe's  mouth,  I  found  it  was  not  tb8t*:0f  a  seal,  and 
soon  discovered  a  large  piece  of  fresh  whale's  blubber^ 
with  the  skin  on,  lying  in  the  stem  of  the  boat. 

One  of  the  officers  purchased  a  hatchet  of  English 
manufacture,  bearing  the  initials  H^.  V  and  Co.  It 
was  mounted  like  an  adze,  on  a  short  handle,  to  which 
it  was  very  firmly  attached  by  strong  thongs  of  hide. 
The  haft  was  scooped  out  in  such  a  way  as  to  allow 
the  hand  to  fit  it,  and  each  finger  had  its  particular 
place. 

Some  of  the  girls  gave  every  thing  they  received 
in  exchange  to  the  old  woman  commanding  th^ 
boat,  who  instantly  put  them  into  her  mouth  (which 
is  the  principal  popket  of  these  people),  whatevipr 
their  nature  might  be.     Her  riches  at  length  almost 
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choked  faer ;  needles^  pins,  nails,  buttons,  beads,  and 
other  et  ceteras,  being  most  happily  jumbled  together ; 
yet,  to  my  surprise,  she  did  not  become  less  noisy  or 
voluble  in  her  speech,  although  I  saw  that  she  could 
not  open  her  mouth  without  dropping  some  part  of 
her  treasures,  which  a  little  girl  was  employed  in 
picking  up  again.  In  the  afternoon  the  number  of 
our  visitors  increased;  and  one  man  in  particular 
gained  our  friendship  by  his  merriment,  and  the 
strict  honesty  of  his  dealings.  His  boat  lay  alongside 
that  of  the  women,  and  as  we  had  good  way  through 
Ae  water,  it  required  all  his  attention  to  keep  her 
steady :  unfortunately,  he  was  for  a  moment  off  his 
guard,  and  his  frail  canoe  upset,  leaving  him  beneath 
it.  We  were  extremely  anxious  about  this  poor  fel- 
low}  as  he  had  not  his  paddle  in  readiness,  we  knew 
that  he  coidd:not  right  his  boat  again,  as  is  the  cus* 
torn,  and  w^  fully  aware  of  the  difficulty  he  must 
have  in  extricating  himself  from  a  vessel  so  contrived, 
that  the  sitter  is  encased  nearly  to  the  arms :  a  boat 
was  in  consequence  instantly  lowered  and  sent  to  his 
assistance ;  but  we  soon  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing 
him  rise,  and  haul  himself  gradually  on  to  the  bottom 
of  the  canoe,  lying  on  his  belly,  and  balancing  with 
his  hands  and  1^  lest  this  slight  support  should 
once  more  fail  him.  He  appeared  totally  uncon- 
OOTied,  and  never  once  looked  to  see  if  assistance  was 
eoming,  although  he  was  a  long  way  astern.  On 
b^ng  taken  into  our  boat,  he  neither  expressed  plea* 
sure  or  surprise  at  his  deliverance,  but  grasping  his 
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paddle,  which  had  been  picked  up  near  the  canoe, 
very  quietly  sat  in  the  bow  and  assisted  in  rowing  on 
board  y  his  own  boat  in  the  mean  time  towing  astern 
full  of  water. 

His  countrymen  and  women,  when  they  saw  him 
upset,  took  not  the  slightest  notice  of  his  disaster,  but 
continuing  their  dancing  and  barter,  did  not  turn 
their  heads  a  second  time  to  see  if  he  was  alive,  or  if 
any  person  was  gone  to  his  relief.  This  brutal  in- 
sensibility, although  differing  from  their  behaviour 
when  the  women's  boat  was  stove  some  days  before, 
yet  exactly  agrees  with  what  Crantz  relates  of  the  in- 
sensibility of  the  Greenlanders  on  similar  occasions. 

When  our  unfortunate  cast-away  came  alongside, 
he  succeeded  in  borrowing  a  jacket  from  some  of  his 
party,  and,  as  he  had  lost  his  iron,  I  gave  him  a  whole 
hoop,  and  some  wood  to  repair  his  broken  paddle, 
which  made  him  the  richest  of  all  our  visitors.  The 
mistress  of  the  oomiak  lent  him  a  small  whalebone 
scoop  to  bale  his  boat  out,  and  I  observed  that  he 
seemed  to  have  some  authority  over  her,  for  he  after- 
wards assisted  her  in  the  traffic,  and  appropriated  to 
himself  whatever  was  given  in  exchange :  from  these 
circumstances^  we  concluded  they  were  man  and  wife, 
yet  his  tender  partner  did  not  cast  one  glance  behind 
when  she  was  in  such  danger  of  being  widowed. 

All  the  Eskimaux  we  had  seen  were  fat  and  in 
good  case ;  and  the  men  of  this  day  were  remarkable 
for  having  more  beard  than  the  Savage  Island  people. 
As  we  were  now  going  out  of  the  known  parts  of 
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Hudson's  Bay,  and  as  we  might  not  again  meet  with 
a  woman's  boat,  I  shall  here  describe  it  as  well  as  I 
am  able. 

The  odmlak  (umiak,  Greenland),  or  luggagf- boat, 
is  chiefly  used,  according  to  Crantz,  for  the  purpose 
of  removing  the  effects  of  families  in  their  excursions 
during  the  summer  season.  The  fraine-work  is  of 
wood  and  whalebone,  the  bottom  flat,  and  both  head 
and  stem  nearly  square.  The  skins  which  cover  the 
frame  are  of  the  seal,  and  deprived  of  hair ;  they  are 
at  all  times  somewhat  transparent,  but  more  parti- 
cularly so  when  wetted.  Seats,  to  the  amount  of  five 
or  six,  are  placed  in  the  boat,  as  with  Europeans. 
Two  very  clumsy  oars,  with  flat  blades,  are  pulled  by 
the  women,  and  one  is  used  by  the  person  who  steers. 
The  sides  of  the  boat  are  flat,  and  about  three  feet 
bigh  ;  they  ybtj  much  in  size.  Of  those  which  came 
DfFthe  first  time,  there  was  one  which  measured  twenty- 
tive  feet  by  eight,  and  contained  women,  boys,  and 
small  children,  to  the  amount  of  twenty-one  persons. 

On  the  morning  of  the  Sd  we  had  run  out  of  sight 
of  the  land.  The  refraction  of  the  horizon  was  ob- 
served  to  be  more  than  usually  great.  During  the 
forenoon  we  came  to  much  ice,  whose  motion  was 
extremely  impetuous :  each  piece,  whatever  might  be 
its  magnitude,  and  some  were  very  large  and  heavy, 
appeared  to  have  an  independent  impetus,  and  the 
noise  with  which  they  rushed  together,  resembled  the 
sound  of  a  torrent  of  water.  We  were  at  this  time 
near  the  spot  which,  in  the  charts,  is  assigned  to  the 
Mill  Islands,  but  did  not  see  them :  this  name  was 
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given  them  by  Baffin  in  l6l5,  **  by  reason  of  grinding 
the  ice/'  a  circumstance  which  has  been  noticed  by 
other  navigators.  We  found  the  tides  to  be  impetuons 
and  irregular ;  and  when  the  ice  slackened  a  little,  so 
as  to  allow  of  our  making  some  progress,  we  observed 
that,  although  the  ship  was  going  three  knots  through 
the  water,  several  large  pieces  of  ice,  which  drew  more 
than  the  ships,  were  heading  us  as  if  we  had  been  at 
anchor.  From  all  that  I  could  observe  during  the 
time  we  were  on  this  immediate  spot,  I  am  inclined 
to  believe  that  on  this  site  is  the  conflux  of  two  op- 
posing  tides,  which  occasion  the  extraordinary  eddies 
amongst  the  ice.  From  this  day  until  the  9th  we  lay 
beset,  nothing  occurring  of  interest,  except  that  on 
the  4th  we  first  saw  Southampton  Island  to  the  west- 
ward, and  very  distant. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th  we  made  a  little  pro- 
gress to  the  westward,  passing  the  largest  and  heaviest 
floe  we  had  yet  seen,  it  being  about  four  miles  by  two 
in  extent.  A  narwhal,  or  sea-unicorn,  made  its 
appearance  several  times  near  the  ship,  but  not  close 
enough  for  us  to  distinguish  its  horn.  In  the  after- 
noon, by  working  to  the  N.  W.  we  got  to  the  north- 
ward of  Southampton  Island,  and  into  the  entrance 
of  what  appeared  a  deep  broad  strait,  bounded  to  the 
northward  by  what  we  supposed  to  be  islands. 

We  made  pretty  good  progress  until  noon  of 
the  10th,  when  we  were  rapidly  beset,  and  con- 
tinued so  almost  constantly  until  midnight  of  the 
11th,  by  which  time  we  had  arrived  dose  under 
the  northern  islands.     Here  We  werfe  again  beset. 
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tintil  the  afternoon  of  the  12th|  driving  rapidly  to 
the   southward ;    the  moving  ice  striking  us  -very 
heavily  at  times.     A  black  whale  and  several  uni- 
corns were  frequently  seen.     On  the  large  floe,  to 
which  we  were  fast,  were  vast  quantities  of  stones, 
mud,  sand,  and  weed ;  the  first  of  these  were  various 
kinds  of  granite,  gneiss,  homeblende,  quartz,  black 
and  white  mica,  limestone,  madrqpore,  and  clay  date. 
Some  of  the  pieces  of  granite  contained  abundance  of 
small  but  very  brilliant  garnets.     It  is  a  cause  of  sur- 
prise how  such  quantities  of  stones  and  shells  as  we 
had  lately  seen  could  be  thrown  on  pieces  of  ice  of 
from  one  to  several   miles   in  circumference;   and 
above  all,  that  these  extraneous  substances  should  be 
as  plentiful  in  the  centre  as  near  the  edge  of  the 
floes.     Of  these  objects  I  made  a  small  and  very 
pretty  collection,  and  in  subsequent  visits  to  the 
shore,  there  were  several  of  the  kinds  which  I  was 
unable  to  find.     I  learnt  from  Captain  Parry  that  he 
had  landed  on  the  night  of  the  11th  on  a  small  low 
island,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  set  and 
time  of  the  tide :  he  there  found  the  remains  of  an 
JSskimaux  hut ;  and  brought  off  some  mosses,  grasses, 
and  specimens  of  granite. 

In  the  afternoon  the  ibe  drove  past  us  with  a  fresh 
breesse,  and  left  the  ships  and  their  protecting  floe  in 
open  water.  No  ice  was  in  sight  to  the  westward, 
and  for  the  first  time  since  entering  the  straits  from 
the  Atlantic  a  long  troubled  sea  arose.  I  mention 
this  drcnmstance,  in  order  to  fiivour  a  remark  on  the 
extraor^ary  and  unforeseen  changes  to  which  this 
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navigation  is  subject,  for  by  6  p.m.  we  were  suddenly 
beset  by  a  vast  body  of  ice  from  the  northward,  and 
in  three  hours  not  a  single  hole  of  water  could  be 
seen  from  the  mast-head  in  any  direction.  Afker 
this  period  the  ice  again  opened,  and  we  had  abundant 
sailing  room,  of  which  we  took  advantage. 

On  the  1 3th  the  weather  was  calm  and  fine,  and 
as  the  unicorns  were  numerous  around  us,  boats  were 
sent,  but  without  success,  to  strike  one.  There  were 
sometimes  as  many  as  twenty  of  these  beautiful  fish  in 
a  shoal,  lifting  at  times  their  immense  horn  above  the 
water,  and  at  others  showing  their  glossy  backs,  which 
were  spotted  in  the  manner  of  coach-dogs  in  England. 
The  length  of  these  fish  is  about  fifteen  feet,  exclusive 
of  the  horn,  which  averages  five  or  six  more. 

As  was  expected,  we  were  close  beset  in  the  after- 
noon. The  ships  were  now  in  a  vast  basin,  having 
four  apparent  outlets,  of  which  an  opening  to  the 
N.  W.  particularly  attracted  our  attention,  and  was 
now  about  ten  miles  distant.  In  the  evening  a  large 
bear  was  seen  lying  on  the  ice,  a-head  of  the  Fury, 
and  as  the  ships  drove  slowly  towards  him,  he  rose  to 
approach  them.  A  large  party  of  the  Fury's  people 
went  to  attack  him  ;  but  were  scarcely  within  shot, 
when  he  turned  and  made  fbr  the  shore  with  a  speed 
I  could  not  have  believed  so  unwieldy  a  beast  capable 
of  exerting.  His  pace  was  a  kind  of  shuffle,  but  I 
certainly  think  as  quick  as  a  sharp  gallop  of  a  horse. 
Three  other  bears  were  seen  during  the  first  watch, 
but  at  a  great  distance,  and  not  coming  towards  us. 

We  continued  beset,  though  not  quiet  (for  at  each 
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change  of  tide  we  worked  anxiously  to  get  into  some 
open  water  near  us),  until  the  forenoon  of  the  l6th, 
when  we  got  clear  of  the  pack  after  four  hours  hard 
labour.  The  Fury  was  by  this  time  in  the  centre  of 
the  strait ;  and  in  the  afternoon  we  picked  up  her 
small  boat,  which  Captain  Parry  had  obligingly  sent 
to  inform  me  of  some  dangers  he  had  discovered  in 
the  channel,  which  he  had  sounded  at  various  times 
during  the  preceding  night.  In  his  note  he  also  in- 
formed me  that  he  had  slept  on  Southampton  Island, 
where  he  saw  remains  of  Eskimaux  huts,  and  even 
fancied  he  heard  the  cries  of  those  people  on  the  hills. 
In  pools  on  the  beach,  himself  and  boat's  crew  caught 
sufficient  sillocks,  or  young  coal-fish,  to  serve  for  two 
meals  for  his  ship's  company,  and  a  dish  of  them 
which  he  sent  me  was  very  fine.  During  the  night 
the  white  whales  lay  literally  in  hundreds  close  to 
the  rocks,  probably  feeding  on  the  sillocks. 

In  consequence  of  the  great  force  of  the  N.  W. 
tide  setting  out  of  the  opening,  we  were  five  hours 
in  getting  through  the  Narrows,  a  distance  of  about 
three  miles.  The  night  set  in  as  we  accomplished 
this;  and  coming  into  soundings  at  midnight,  we 
found  the  Fury,  and  anchored  near  her.  During 
the  aft;emoon,  large  flocks  of  snow  buntins  flew  past 
us,  and  numerous  unicorns  were  seen,  until  we  came 
to  the  Narrows,  when  they  were  as  abundantly  sup- 
planted by  the  white  whales. 

When  morning  broke  on  the.  17th,  we  found  that 
the  ships  were  anchored  off  a  low  beach  at  the  head 
of  an  immense,  and  beautiful  bay.     A  thick  hasse 
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hung  over  the  low  land,  but  boats  from  each  ship 
landed  to  explore  this  interesting  place.  The  re^ 
quisite  observations  being  made,  parties  were  sent 
inland  to  examine  its  productions,  and  to  search  for 
game.  The  shingle  beach  was  so  shoal,  tlrat  the 
boats  grounded  at  some  distance  from  it,  and  the 
whole  of  the  western  land,  as  far  as  we  could  see, 
was  one  uninterrupted  plain,  abounding  in  lakes  and 
marshes  occasioned  by  the  recent  melting  of  the 
snows.  The  vegetation  was  rich  in  the  usual  Arctic 
plants,  grasses,  mosses,  poppies,  and  the  groond 
willow.  Several  rein-deer  were  seen  a  short  distance 
mland,  and  a  fox  was  killed  by  one  of  the  Fury's 
dogs.  The  rib  of  a  whale  was  found  about  three 
miles  inland ;  and  in  a  contrary  direction,  but  equi-* 
distant  from  the  sea,  the  crown  bone  of  one  of  these 
creatures  was  also  observed. 

Near  the  beach  were  seen  the  remains  of  several 
Eskimaux  huts  ;  and  one  of  the  officers,  who  walked 
to  the  westward,  found  several  perfect  ones  of  a 
conical  form,  resembling  lime-kilns,  but  having  only 
an  entrance  at  the  top.  They  were  all  of  stone. 
On  looking  into  one  he  saw  a  human  skull,  which  was 
split  longitudinally,  but  no  other  bones  were  near  it 

Moskitoes  were  very  numerous,  and  we  were  fre- 
quently reminded  of  their  presence  by  extremely 
sharp  stings.  I  also  saw  a  few  flies,  of  which  some 
that  I  caught  appeared  to  my  uninformed  eye  like 
the  common  house-fly  in  England.  Tlie  poor  things 
were  so  benumbed  by  the  cold  as  to  be  unable  to  fly, 
and  their  only  motion  was  by  short  hops,  like  iuMcCr 
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lare  burnt  their  wings  in  a  candle.  The  ground 
many  places  much  burrowed  by  some  small 
,and  one  mouse  (mus  Hudsonius),  was  caught, 
resembled  those  found  at  Melville  Island, 
ing  my  walk  I  saw  no  rocks,  the  ground  being 
entirely  swampy.  A  block  of  gneiss  or  gra- 
seasionally  occurred,  but  merely  lying  on  the 
•  The  beach  afforded  us  a  few  common  shells, 
ne  in  a  fossil  state.  The  boats  were  left  above 
ser  of  a  mile  on  the  flat  beach  by  the  ebb  tide, 
launching  them  we  found  several  beautiful 
^  of  madrepore.  Our  birds  which  had  been 
rere  many  of  them  new  to  us,  and  were  as 


1 : 

black-throated  diver^ 

Colymbus  Arcticus. 

hroated  diver^ 

Colymbas  septentrionalis. 

iled  dock  (females). 

Anas  glacialis. 

-tiiroated  golden  plover. 

Charadrias  Africanas. 

lapwing. 

Tringa  Helyoetica 

phalarope. 

Tringa  lobata. 

!08  gull. 

Larus  glaacns. 

wain  gall. 

Larus  parasiticus. 

some  small  sandpipers.  Amongst  the  birds 
)ut  not  procured,  were  the  eider  duck,  tern  or 
land  swallow,  plovers,  and  the  snowy  owl. 
weighed  before  noon,  and  having  ran  about 
miles  to  the  northward,  found  the  water  shoal 
idly  that  we  again  came  to  an  anchor.  As 
was  the  appearance  of  a  small  outlet  in  this 
on.  Captain  Parry  went  with  two  boats  to 
ne  it.     In  the  evening  he  returned,  having 
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found  the  passage  impassable  even  for  boats.  The 
width  was  from  one  to  two  miles,  but  the  whole 
channel  at  low  water  was  choked  up  by  shoals^  be- 
tween which  the  ebb  tide  came  from  the  northward  at 
the  rate  of  five  or  six  knots !  On  one  of  these  places 
was  a  singular  building,  constructed  of  the  two  jaw- 
bones of  a  whale  set  uptight,  and  covered  over  at 
the  top  with  whalebone.  Each  boat  took  a  share  of 
this  last  to  make  brooms,  and  a  boarding-pike  was 
left  in  payment.  In  the  grey  of  the  evening  several 
deer  came  to  feed  close  to  the  low  beach,  and  fre- 
quent flights  of  ducks  and  tern  passed  us. 

Since  our  first  arrival,  numerous  whales  were  con- 
stantly seen,  and  at  one  time  two  parties  of  seven 
each  lay  for  some  minutes  within  fifty  yards  of  us. 
Our  Greenland  masters  expressed  much  astonish- 
ment at  finding  these  fish  in  such  shallow  water,  and 
were  more  so  at  not  seeing  any  of  their  skeletons,  as 
the  flatness  of  the  beach  warranted  the  supposition 
that  the  tide  must  occasionally  leave  one  of  these 
monsters  aground. 

On  the  18th,  we  ran  to  the  south  end  of  the  bay 
during  a  fog,  trusting  entirely  to  our  leads.  An- 
choring, two  boats  were  sent  to  trace  the  continuity 
of  the  low  land  at  the  bottom  of  the  bight,  which 
was  about  ten  miles  distant.  In  the  mean  time  I 
landed  on  the  high  eastern  land  with  Captain  Parry, 
in  order  to  have  a  full  view  of  the  surrounding 
country.  On  landing,  we  were  led  by  a  gradual 
ascent  of  about  half  a  mile  to  the  foot  of  the  moun* 
tains.     This  slope  was  composed  of  thin  sounding 
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plates  of  magnesian  limestone  ;  and  the  few  stunted 
willows,  rising  three  or  four  inches  from  the  ground, 
reminded  me  forcibly  of  the  southern  ascent  to  the 
''Soudah  mountains''  in  Fezzan.  The  resemblance 
was  not  a  little  strengthened  by  the  total  absence  of 
all  living  creatures.  The  mountains,  which  were  of 
granite,  were  traversed  by  very  broad  veins  of  red 
feldspar.  We  procured  some  fine  specimens  of  white 
quartz,  mica,  and  large  but  imperfect  garnets  in  de- 
composing gneiss.  I  was  so  fortunate  as  to  pick  up 
a  fine  fossil  imbedded  in  limestone,  and  resembling 
in  some  respects  the  root  of  a  stag's  horn.  Above 
the  granite,  on  the  mountain's  top,  was  an  extensive 
plain,  entirely  of  the  same  fragments  of  limestone  as 
we  had  seen  on  the  beach. 

The  summit  of  the  mountains  afforded  us  an  ex- 
cellent view  across  the  western  or  low  side  of  the 
bay,  but  in  no  direction  could  we  discover  a  distant 
sea.  The  form  of  the  basin  was  so  clearly  defined 
as  to  leave  no  doubt  that  we  must  go  out  by  the 
same  channel  as  we  had  entered.  On  descending 
we  saw  a  solitary  gray  phalarope,  ranging  undis- 
turbed in  a  broad  water-course,  near  which  some 
snow  was  lying  in  the  ravines,  which  doubtless  sup- 
plied several  small  streamlets  we  had  found  trickling 
down  the  rocks.  Desolate  as  this  shore  was,  yet  we 
found  traces  of  Eskimaux,  as  we  had  invariably  done 
wherever  a  landing  was  made.  On  a  small  eminence 
was  a  pile  of  stones,  and  near  it  were  others,  in  a 
circle.      Our  visit  to  the  high  land,  and  the  ob- 
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servations  made  by  the  skips  and  boats,  now  con- 
vinced us  that  we  had  discovered  one  of  the  most 
magnificent   and   commodious  harbours  perhaps  in 
the  world,  in  which  the  whole  British  navy  might 
find  anchorage.     The  soundings  were  good,  the  botf 
torn  of  strong  clay,  and  the  entrance  so  formed  as  to 
be  capable  of  being  most  completely  fortified.     From 
some  oncers  who  had  also  landed  on  the  east  side  of 
the  bay,  I  learnt  that  they  had  found  the  crown  boiKS 
of  two  whales :  one  very  high  on  the  beach,  above  tmj 
tide  marks,  and  the  other  some  hundred  yards  up 
the  side  of  a  sloping  hill.     The  boats  having  returned 
at  midnight  from  sounding  the  south  bay,  we  weighed 
at  daylight  of  the  19th ;  but  having  run  a  few  miles 
towards  the  strait,  the  wind  failed  us,  and  we  an- 
chored near  a  small  shoal  which  we  had  found  in  the 
c^itre  of  the  bay.     I  landed  on  this  with  Captain 
Parry.     From  its  shape,  and  the  peculiar  sounding$ 
round  it,  I  conceive  it  must  have  been  formed  by  the 
tides  sweeping  round  the  bay.     We  erected  a  pile  of 
stones  on  the  spot,  but  they  were  covered  by  the  tide 
before  the  ships  had  cleared  the  strait,  which,  on 
weighing,  we  accomplished  by  the  evening.      The 
sea  was  clear  of  ice,  and  the  night  fine;  when,  at 
10  p.  M.  one  of  the  most  sudden  and  violent  squalls 
I  almost  ever  saw  came  sweeping  from  the  iiortb* 
ward,  and  barely  allowed  us  to  reduce  the  ship  to 
maintopsail  and  foresail.      A  sea  aioon  rising  gave  us 
much  trouble,  as  a  heavy  stream  of  ice  lay  in  our  way, 
and  we  did  not  pass  it  without  some  severe  shocks. 
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The  morning  of  the  20th  showed  us  most  clearly 
that  we  were  in  the  Frozen  Strait  of  Middleton. 
An  anxious  day  was  closed  by  passing  an  opening  to 
the  southward,  which  was  Sir  Thomas  Roe's  Wel- 
come, and  running  for  some  high  land  to  the  N.  W. 
which  appeared  to  form  a  bay.  We  then  hove  to  for 
the  night. 

For  some  time  past  our  compasses  had  been  nearly 
useless,  and  each  advance  which  we  made  to  the 
northward,  rendered  them  still  worse.  Thick  wea- 
ther had  precluded  our  making  any  cdestial  ob* 
serrations  during  the  last  forty-eight  hours ;  so  that 
we  were  very  anxious  for  the  morning,  to  allow  us 
to  Jiidg^  if  we  had  arrived  at  the  first  stage  of  our 
joum^.  Morning  came,  but  cloudy :  we,  however, 
distinguuihed  land  all  round  us,  although  imperfectly 
marked.  Snow  and  thick  weather  soon  came  on, 
during  which  we  continued  beating  up  to  the  north- 
ward and  westward.  At  eight  p.  h.  the  sky  cleared 
up»  and  we  found  ourselves  ip  an  immense  and  clearly 
defined  bay^  the  extreme  points  of  which,  as  far  as 
we  could  then  judge,  were  from  N.  E.  by  £.  to  S.  W. 
by  S.  We  lay  to  for  the  night,  and  by  the  moon- 
lit saw  that  the  bottom  of  the  bay  was  clear  of  ice. 
The  weather  moderated,  the  barometer  rose,  and  the 
wind  came  fair  in  readiness  for  the  morrow.  The 
moon  this  night  exhibited  a  very  singular  appearance; 
for  a  ray,  or  stream  of  light,  shot  up  or  down  alter* 
nately  from  the  upper  and  lower  edge,  and  resembled 
in  either  case  the  tail  of  a  comet.    This  phenomenon 
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invariably  acquired  additional  brilliancy  from  the  in- 
tervention of  a  passing  cloud,  which  caused  no  change 
in  the  form  of  the  ray. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22d  of  August  we  ran  into 
Repulse  Bay ;  and,  leaving  the  ships  under  sail, 
Captain  Parry  and  myself,  with  several  officers  of 
each  ship,  went  on  shore  on  the  northern  side.  Mr. 
Palmer,  in  the  mean  time,  was  despatched  with  a 
boat  to  examine  the  bottom  of  the  bay. 

Near  the  point  on  which  we  landed,  were  fovaii 
the  remains  of  an  immense  Eskimaux  settlement 
Above  sixty  circles  of  stones  (which  are  used  to 
confine  down  the  lower  edges  of  the  skin-tents)  w^ 
counted,  several  small  fire-places  covered  with  soot, 
about  a  dozen  perfect  store-houses  for  flesh,  and 
every  thing  which  would  make  the  place  appear  to 
have  been  inhabited  of  late  years.  Numerous  high 
piles  of  stones  were  fantastically  reared  amongst  tbe 
dwelling-places,  and  many  were  so  formed  as  at  a 
short  distance  to  bear  an  exact  resemblance  to  the 
human  figure.  Some  parties  went  inland  to  shoot ; 
but,  as  I  wished  to  obtain  observations,  I  was  by  that 
means  prevented  enjoying  my  first  American  waft 
to  any  extent.  I  had,  however,  time  to  stroll  to  a 
neighbouring  hill,  where  I  had  the  satisfaction  of 
finding,  with  the  assistance  of  one  of  our  men,  the 
crown-bone,  and,  ultimately,  the  whole  skeleton  of  a 
whale.  It  lay  across  the  upper  end  of  a  small  green 
ravine,  and  was  at  least  100  feet  above  the  level  of  j 
the  sea!     With  the  exception  of  the  head,  eveiy 
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Nurt  was  covered  with  fresh  moss  and  dark  earth, 
hrough  which  a  small  stream  of  water  was  oozing. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  Eskimaux  carry  large 
ortions  of  whales'  bones  to  their  huts,  for  the  pur- 
ose  of  collecting  the  oil  which  exudes  from  them ; 
ad  they  afterwards  make  use  of  the  dry  bone  in 
instructing  sledges,  &c.  Yet,  allowing  this  to  be 
le  case,  I  can  in  no  manner  conceive  it  possible 
)r  them  to  remove  an  entire  skeleton  even  one  foot, 
luch  less  up  the  steep  side  of  a  hill.  The  remains 
r  which  I  speak  were  so  situated  that  no  dwellings 
}uld  be  placed  any  where  near  them,  and  the  fact 
r  their  lying  in  a  water-course  does  away  with  the 
lea  of  their  having  been  brought  to  the  spot  for  the 
ike  of  the  oil. 

Having  entered  on  this  subject,  it  may  not  be  irre- 
nrant  to  mention  again  the  facts  of  having  found 
iree  crown-bones  at  a  distance  from  the  sea  in  the 
hike  of  York's  Bay  ;  and  to  these  I  may  add  that 
hich  Captain  Liddon  found  during  the  last  voyage, 
mile  and  upwards  inland,  on  Melville  Island,  and 
aving  others  of  the  whale's  bones  near  it.  This, 
\  did  two  of  the  above  mentioned,  was  lying  on 
flat  secondary  formation ;  but  the  skeleton  I  had 
«nd  was  on  a  granite  rock,  covered,  as  I  have  ob- 
jrved,  with  moss  and  swampy  earth. 

Continuing  my  ramble,  I  found  some  other  Eski- 
laux  circles  and  piles,  in  which  were  bones  only 
jcently  picked,  torn  skins  of  birds,  broken  utensils, 
ad  old  shoes,  mittens,  &c.     In  a  ruined  grave  I 
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found  a  human  skull,  which  appeared  perfect,  but  it 
broke  on  my  lifting  it  up.  A  long  cove  (of  which 
there  were  many  on  the  shore)  ran  up  near  the  huts, 
and  its  waters  were  absolutely  hidden  by  the  quantities 
of  young  eider  ducks,  which,  under  the  direction  of 
their  mothers,  were  making  their  first  essays  in 
swimming.  Near  them  I  started  a  white  owl,  and 
pursued  this  magnificent  bird  for  some  time,  but  in 
vain.  Our  sportsmen,  who  returned  at  noon,  brought 
with  them  a  white  hare,  and  an  ermine  in  its  summer 
coat.  They  had  seen  several  rein-deer  in  the  di- 
stance. One  of  the  Fury's  men  had  found  a  grave 
formed  of  rough  stones,  so  as  to  shelter  the  body 
in  a  kind  of  a  vault.  Near  the  skeleton  were  hid 
implements  of  the  chase,  such  as  ivory  spear-heads, 
stone  arrow-heads,  knives  of  wood,  ivory,  and  slate, 
and  one  having  a  very  decayed  blade  of  iron*  Broken 
arrows,  and  a  variety  of  little  models  of  canoes  and 
paddles,  apparently  the  toys  of  children,  completed 
this  assortment  of  articles  which  had  once  been  of  use; 
tod  there  were  also  several  long  and  slender  pieces 
of  asbestos,  which,  but  for  the  weight,  might  have 
been  taken  for  chips  of  decayed  fir.  I  afierwards 
learned  that  three  other  graves  had  been  founds  and 
believe  they  contained  some  of  the  same  articles  as  the 
first. 

At  noon  we  obtained  a  meridian  altitude,  which 
gave  the  latitude  66^  30'  51"  N.;  and  by  good 
sights  the  longitude  was  found  to  be  86^  £8'  4'  W. 
Before  returning  on  board  I  caught  two  little  tail- 
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leflB  mice ;  and  having  put  them  in  a  box,  they 
devoured  with  avidity,   bread,    cheese,   meat,  and 
grass :   never  did  I  see  two  such  voracious  animals. 
Their  appetite,  however,  was  their  ruin ;  as,  in  a 
few  hours,  I  found  one  had  half  devoured  the  other, 
and  was  itself  at  the  last  gasp.     Mr.  Palmer  came  on 
board  at  5  p.  m.   and  reported  having  found  an- 
other bay  at  the  bottom  of  the  large  one.     This  place 
had  been  hidden  from  our  view  by  islands,  and  was 
five  or  six  miles  in  extent.  At  its  entrance,  huts  were 
found,  which  appeared  to  have  been  very  recendy  in- 
habited ;  for  near  them  were  lying  pieees  of  the  skins 
(£  musk-oxen,   deer,  bears,   seals,  &c.     Numerous 
Uack  whales  were  seen  by  Mr.  Palmer  when  exa- 
mining the  coast  of  this  little  bight ;   and  having- 
ascertained  beyond  a  doubt  that  no  passage  existed 
through  to  the  westward,  he  returned  on  board* 
Thus  our  examinations  of  this  much-doubted  place 
were  terminated ;   and  the  veracity  of  poor  Middle- 
ton,  as  &r  as  regards  this  bay  at  least,  was  now  at 
length  established ;  and  in  looking  down  the  strait 
we  had  passed,  he  was  fully  justified  in  calling  it  a 
<*  frozen  strait."    We  were  now  indisputably  on  our 
BcefBe  of  future  action,  the  coast  of  America ;  and  it 
imly  remained  for  us  to  follow  minutely  the  line  of 
shore  in  continuation  from  Repulse  Bay. 
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Expedition  to  examine  Hard's  Channel— Anchor  within  it— Far- 
ther examination — Gore  Bay  discovered— Red  snow — ^Dangers 
of  Hurd's  Channel — Enter  a  large  inlet — Captain  Parry's 
absence  in  boats — He  meets  with  Natives — Captain  Parry's 
second  absence  and  return— Approach  of  winter — Ships  stopped 
by  young  ice-^nt  into^  and  take^  winter-quarters. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  morning  of  the  23rd| 
which  was  hazy,  we  coasted  Repulse  Bay,  and,  leaving 
it,  passed  two  other  indentations  of  the  shore,  while 
following  the  continuity  of  the  land  to  the  eastward. 
Heayy  streams  of  ice  lay  in  our  way,  and  a  strong  set 
of  tide  was  in  opposition  to  us.  At  5  p.  m.  an  open- 
ing was  discovered,  and  Ci^tain  Parry  was  induced, 
from  its  appearance,  to  anchor  the  ships  off  its  mouth, 
whence  was  a  great  rush  of  tide,  bringing  very  heavy 
ice  with  it.  I  gladly  accepted  Captain  Parry's  pro- 
posal to  explore  this  place,  as  we  could  not  affi>rd 
time  to  wait  for  fine  weather,  in  order  to  obtain  a 
clear  view  from  the  ships ;  and  accompanied  by  Mr. 
Bushnan  and  four  men,  provisioned  for  four  days,  we 
set  out,  taking  with  us  a  boat,  in  case  of  having  to 
pass  any  other  inlet  than  the  one  we  saw.  We  had 
a  small  tent,  which,  in  the  form  of  the  roof  of  a 
house,  and  supported  on  four  boarding  pikes,  held 
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U8  comfortably.  Our  dry  clothes,  and  a  blanket 
made  into  a  bag,  were  in  knapsacks.  Leaving  the 
ships  at  7  P«  m.  we  pulled  to  the  high  land,  forming 
the  western  boundary  of  the  inlet,  and  landed  on  a 
rocky  point,  on  which  very  heavy  ice  lay  aground. 
Hauling  our  boat  up,  and  marking  her  situation  with 
a  small  flag,  we  strapped  on  our  luggage,  and  set  out 
for  a  hill  about  two  miles  to  the  northward ;  and  on 
whose  summit  we  had  no  sooner  arrived,  than  we 
perceived  we  were  on  an  island  of  about  seven  miles 
in  length,  running  east  and  west.  From  hence  our 
view,  owing  to  the  constant  rain  which  fell,  was  so 
limited,  that  we  were  more  confused  than  benefited 
by  it.  We  therefore  returned  to  the  boat  to  pass  the 
night,  which  set  in  before  we  reached  her.  On  our 
descent  the  ships  were  observed  driving  to  seaward, 
pressed  by  the  heavy  ice  and  impetuous  current,  which 
was  setting  out  upon  them  *•  We  pitched  our  tent  on 
the  rocks  where  we  landed,  and  lay  down  until  the 
morning.  In  the  course  of  the  night  the  ice  set  past 
the  point  on  which  we  were,  at  the  rate  of  at  least 
four  knots ;  and  the  pressure  was  at  times  so  great  as 
to  cause  large  pieces  to  buret  ivith  loud  reports  on  the 
low  rocks  and  grounded  hummocks,  over  which  it 
became  piled  in  many  places  to  a  great  height. 

The  whole  of  this  ice  consisted  of  compact,  heavy, 
and  dirty  pieces,  evidently  not  of  the  last  year's  forma- 
tion, but  apparently  from  some  large  sea,  which  is 

*  The  Fury  lost  an  ancbor  by  the  heavy  strain  which  came 
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not  often  broken  up.  Constant  rain  fell  througliottt 
the  night  i  and  at  2  a.  m.  on  the  24th,  perceiving  it 
was  slack  tide,  we  launched  the  boat.  The  inlet, 
however,  was  literally  choked  up  with  ice^  but  which 
was  fortunately  so  heavy  as  to  allow  us  a  precarious 
passage  between  the  grounded  masses  and  the  rodu. 
Two  hours'  labour  brought  us  to  the  northern  Aore 
of  Bushnan's  Isle,  whence,  finding  open  water,  we 
crossed  the  strait  to  the  northward  for  a  high  blu£P, 
which  we  had  seen  from  the  ships.  About  mid 
channel  we  passed  a  rocky  isle  or  isles,  two  or 
three  miles  in  circumference.  On  rounding  a  small 
bluff  at  this  place,  on  which  were  great  numbers 
of  the  silvery  gulls  and  their  young,  we  saw  four 
deer  feeding  in  a  little  valley,  but  they  ran  quickly 
from  us,  and  we  shortly  after  saw  an  old  bear  and  her 
cub  galloping  along  the  rocks,  near  the  water's  edge, 
and  apparently  watching  us.  They  shortly  after  went 
into  the  sea  amongst  some  ice,  and  we  lost  sight  of 
them.  This  circumstance  induced  me  to  name  the 
place  Bear  Island.  The  strait  which  we  crossed  may 
be  estimated  at  about  four  miles  in  breadth,  and  having 
passed  it  we  landed  on  a  low  rocky  point,  on  which 
we  hauled  the  boat. 

Leaving  the  point,  which  I  named  after  my  old 
friend  and  messmate  Captain  Cheyne,  we  made  on 
for  what  I  had  called  Brook's  Bluff,  which,  owing  to 
the  heavy  rain,  was  but  indistinctly  seen.  Our  road 
lay  over  steep  and  precipitous  rocks  of  granite  and 
gneiss,  and  we  were  occasionally  relieved  by  passing 
through  small  valleys   and  swampy  ravines.     Two 
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hours  brought  us  to  the  Bluff,  whence  we  anticipated 
an  extensive  view,  but  had  scarcely  climbed  its  steep 
side,  and  reached  the  summit,  when  a  very  heavy 
snow-storm  suddenly  fell,  and,  covering  the  mountain, 
limked  our  prospect  to  a  few  yards.  As  our  ascent 
had  been  difficult,  I  was  fully  aware  of  the  impropriety 
of  waiting  until  the  snow  had  fallen  in  sufficient 
quantity  to  cover  our  path.  Taking  therefore  a 
hasty  and  most  comfortless  breakfast,  we  descended 
with  great  caution..  Our  hopes  being  for  the  time 
defeated,  and  our  curiosity  as  to  what  lay  before  us 
more  strongly  excited,  I  determined,  when  the  weather 
dMmld  clear  up  a  little,  to  proceed  to  the  eastward, 
but  in  the  mean  time,  having  found  that  the  eastern 
part  of  the  Bluff  was  covered  with  silvery  gulls  and 
their  young,  we  amused  ourselves  in  procuring  enough 
for  our  day's  meal.  The  spots  on  which  these  birds 
assembled  were  nearly  perpendicular,  and  quite  dear 
of  the  attadcs  of  any  wild  animals.  There  was 
no  appearance  of  nests,  but  the  young  ones  sat  in 
clusters  of  three  on  the  naked  rock.  While  gull 
shooting,  four  deer  ran  past  us.  When  the  weather 
cleared  a  little,  we  passed  along  the  borders  of  an 
extensive  lake,  lying  at  the  fool  of  the  Bluff,  and  in 
which  countless  multitudes  (^  young  gulls  w«re  learn- 
ing to  fish  and  svdrn  under  the  guidanee  of  the  parent 
birds,  which,  with  incessant  cries,  were  hovering 
near  them.  Three  hours*  walk  eiver  a  country  ren- 
dered doidily  gloomy  by  incessant  rain  broi^ht  us  to 
a  small  strait  about  a  mile  in  breadth.    As  this  place 
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excited  some  interest,  I  determined  on  following  it  to 
the  northward.  The  people  were  left  to  pitch  the 
tent,  and,  if  possible,  make  a  fire ;  and  I  then  set  out 
mth  Mr.  Bushnan  and  one  seaman.  Having  walked 
about  six  miles  from  the  tent,  we  arrived  on  an  open 
sea,  over  which  the  thick  weather  did  not  permit  our 
obtaining  a  view  of  above  half  a  mile.  We  were  there- 
fore constrained  to  return  without  having  satisfied 
ourselves.  A  covey  of  ten  ptarmigan  flew  past,  and 
we  also  saw  six  very  timid  deer.  A  marmotte  was 
added  to  our  stock  of  specimens.  We  had  endeavoured 
to  take  him  alive,  but  as  he  ran  under  a  large  stone, 
and  defended  himself  with  great  vigour,  we  killed 
him.  This  creature,  on  being  first  besieged,  threw 
out  of  his  mouth  a  great  quantity  of  small  roots  and 
buds  on  which  he  had  been  feeding,  and  repeatedly 
uttered  a  shrill  cry,  resembling  a  chirp  and  a  whistle, 
if  it  be  possible  to  combine  two  such  sounds. 

In  the  evening  the  rain  ceased  for  the  first  time 
since  leaving  the  ships,  and  permitted  our  making  a 
fire  and  cooking  our  birds.  The  rocks  being  covered 
with  wet  spongy  moss,  we  paved  our  tent  with  rougli 
stones,  and  spreading  the  ashes  of  our  fire  ofandro- 
meda  over  these,  made  a  tolerably  dry  bed.  Con- 
stant snow  fell  during  the  night,  which  was  very  cold, 
and  at  6  a.  m.  on  the  £5th,  we  again  set  out,  coasting 
the  little  channel  to  the  southward,  and  thence  round 
to  point  Cheyne,  where  we  arrived,  after  having  walked 
about  twelve  miles  over  the  most  uneven  rocks  we 
had  yet  seen.     Our  view  had  been  limited  to  a  few 
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yards  from  the  shore,  for  the  snow-storm  was  suc- 
ceeded by  a  constant  and  heavy  fall  of  rain.  On  the 
beach  and  the  rocks,  which  overhung  it,  were  several 
remains  of  Eskimaux  settlements,  on  many  of  which 
the  smoke  of  fire  yet  remained.  We  also  saw  several 
storehouses  for  containing  provisions,  built  of  rough 
stones,  and  about  six  feet  by  three  in  extent.  One 
set  of  stones  was  differently  arranged  from  those  we 
had  before  seen,  all  of  which  were  circular.  This 
was  about  twenty-five  feet  by  fifleen,  and  at  either 
end  the  ground  was  raised  as  if  for  sleeping-places. 
Other  singular  arrangements  of  stones  also  attracted 
our  notice.  They  were  flat  single  pieces  set  up  at 
about  three  yards  apart,  and  extending  about  a  quarter 
of  a  mile,  down  a  gentle  slope,  which  led  to  a  small 
lake  in  a  grassy  valley. 

Launching  the  boat,  we  pulled  for  the  Bear  Isles 
to  obtain  a  good  view  of  the  ice  rushing  through  the 
opening,  and  to  seize  the  first  opportunity  to  make 
for  the  ships.  While  waiting,  some  walruses  rose  to 
gaze  at  the  boat,  and  remained  a  short  time  near  us. 
Our  observations  on  the  tides,  while  at  these  islands, 
with  those  during  the  night,  were  all  extremely  in- 
teresting, as  tending  to  prove  that  the  flood  here  came 
from  the  northward.  At  noon,  when  it  was  high 
water,  the  ice  became  tranquil  for  a  short  space  of 
time,  and  we  found  our  way  out  to  seaward.  On 
landing  at  a  small  isle  to  dine,  we  saw  one  ship  at 
about  10  miles  to  the  westward,  and  hoisting  a 
blanket  as  a  sail,  we  made  for  her.     The  weather. 
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now  we  were  quite  soaked,  began  to  clear  up^  and 
we  most  fortunately  arrived  on  board  the  Fmj  at 
nightfall,  then  seeing  the  Hecla  in  the  distance. 
The  ice  in  the  Frozen  Strait  being  in  very  n^ 
motion,  we  could  not  get  alongside  the  ship ;  but» 
after  making  what  way  we  could  amongst  the  loose 
pieces,  we  reached  a  floe,  to  which  the  Fury  had  made 
fast,  just  as  the  thick  fog  came  on.  The  Fury's  men 
hauled  our  boat  over  the  floe,  for  about  half  a  mile : 
The  Hecla  could  not  join,  being  prevented  by  the 
ice.  Our  journey  had  been  unsatisfactory  in  the 
extreme,  owing  to  the  constant  bad  weather,  yet  it 
gave  us  hopes  that  some  kind  of  passage  existed  near 
the  small  inlet  we  had  found.  The  first  jfavourable 
change  was  to  decide. 

During  the  night  the  ice  carried  the  Fury  close 
in  with  an  island,  which,  from  its  shape,  had  acquired 
the  name  of  Saddle  Back ;  and  while  we  all  retnaiiied 
in  a  state  of  anxiety  swept  her  between  it  and  a 
smaller  island,  where,  fortunately,  the  soundings 
were  good ;  for  had  they  been  otherwise,  and  had 
the  ship  taken  the  ground,  the  ice  would  have  gone 
over  her,  and  nothing  could  have  saved  her.  After 
this  immediate  danger,  the  ship  was  carried  into 
open  water. 

The  Hecla  having  joined  on  the  morning  of  the 
26th,  I  went  on  board,  and  afterwards  again  set  out 
for  the  shore,  to  look  for  a  sheltered  anchorage, 
which  having  found,  I  catne  on  board.     During  the 
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ime  we  were  sounding,  great  numbers  of  that  beau- 
iful.bird,  the  Greenland  swallow  (sterna  hirundo), 
s<mtinued  hovering  near  our  boat.  Heavy  ice  and 
rr^ular  tides  kept  us  in  the  centre  of  the  Frozen 
Strait  all  this  day. 

On  the  27th,  Captain  Parry  went  to  examine 
ny  andiorage,  but,  during  the  night,  it  had  been 
[uite  choked  up  with  heavy  ice :  he  soon  found  an- 
other, a  snug  place,  which  he  permitted  my  naming 
Ouckett  Cove.  Into  this  we  stood,  and  anchored  the 
iufs  in  security.  Captain  Parry  now  determined 
m  examining  the  inlet  by  the  boats,  he  taking  one 
oute,  and  I  another.  Mr.  Bushnan  accompanied 
ne  to  examine  our  little  channel,  and  Captain  Parry 
tood  to  the  S.E.  Our  inlet,  which  had  given  rise 
o  many  sanguine  hopes,  proved  only  to  be  the  di- 
iding  channel  between  an  island  and  the  main,  and 
jK>ut  six  miles  in  length  by  one  mile  in  breadth. 
\8  we  proceeded  up  this  to  the  northward,  we  found 
i  long  rolling  ground->swell  setting  against  us,  and 
>reaiking  occasionally,  at  the  same  time  frequently 
ausing  the  boat  to  pitch  bows  under.  This  was  ex- 
raordinary,  as  being  the  first  sea  of  the  kind  we  had 
ret  met  with  since  leaving  the  Atlantic,  and  there- 
ore  excited  considerable  hope  that  we  should  find 
ome  outlet  to  the  northward.  Being  quite  unable 
o  round  the  point,  we  landed  within  it ;  and  from  the 
maccommodating  form  of  the  rocks,  were  obliged  to 
larry  the  boat  on  our  backs  for  above  three  hundred 
rards,  before  we  could  plac^  her  in  safety.    A  heavy 
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surf  broke  on  the  shingle  beach,  to  the  north  of  the 
Cape  (which  I  named  after  a  valued  friend,  Montagu), 
and  the  weather  being  clear  we  saw  the  land  all  around 
us,  forming  an  immense  bay.  The  requisite  bearingi» 
were  taken  for  the  construction  of  our  chart,  and  we 
returned  and  pitched  the  tent  on  a  smooth  gravelly 
place,  which  had  once  been  the  flooring  of  an  Eski- 
maux  dwelling. 

The  forenoon  of  the  S8th  was  devoted  to  taking 
angles,  obtaining  sights,  &c. ;  and  having,  in  the 
course  of  these  duties,  ascended  a  steep  mountsiny 
we  saw  the  formation  of  the  northern  land  more 
clearly  than  before,  and  that  it  encircled  a  noble  bay, 
in  which  lay  a  few  small  islands.  This  place  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  naming  Gore  Bay ;  and  the  idand 
beyond  our  first  little  channel  was  honoured  with 
that  of  Georgina's  Isle. 

A  large  opening  presented  itself  to  the  eastern  sea, 
at  some  miles  distance,  and  an  island  half-way  to  it 
was  remarkable  for  its  formation.  A  point  of  the- 
eastern  opening  bore  the  name  of  my  friend  Farhill, 
and  Rouse's  Isle  was  the  appellation  of  the  place  I 
have  mentioned  above. 

Our  people,  in  their  rambles,  caught  a  bee  (co^ 
vered  with  very  minute  lice),  two  butterflies,  and  a 
couple  of  mice.  Some  deer  were  seen  grazing,  but 
they  were  not  so  accommodating  as  to  allow  a  near 
approach. 

Our  boat  floated  soon  after  noon,  and  we  sailed  to 
the  only  point  round  which  it  was  possible  for  an 
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Opening  to  exist ;  but  finding  %he  land  oontinu<m8> 
we  next  rounded  Georgina^^  Isle,  and  in  tl^  even- 
ings at  slack  water,  we  made  for  the  ships,  where  we 
arrived  before  midnight.  C!aptain  Parry  had  not  yet 
returned.  Our  sportsmen,  during  my  absence,  had 
killed  a  fine  deer,  several  grouse,  and  a  perfectly 
white  hare. 

On  the  29th  Captain  Parry  returned,  but  again 
left  the  ships  with  six  boats  to  sound  the  straits.  In 
the  mean  time  parties  went  to  walk  on  shore.  Two 
of  the  <^cers  were  much  astonished,  when  crossing 
a  ravine,  by  seeing  a  huge  whito  bear  walk  leisurely 
down  it :  he  did  not  observe  them,  but  slowly  took 
the  water,  where  having  played  lazily  for  some  time» 
he  awam  for  some  ice  in  the  centre  of  the  channel. 

Red  snow  was  brought  off  to  the  Fury,  and  I  also 
found  some  near  the  ships :  its  colour  was  considered 
as  much  fainter  than  that  seen  on  a  former  voyage, 
and  the  a;^»earance  of  the  mass  was  not  unlike  what 
is  called  raspberry  ice,  in  a  far  better  climate,  where 
cold  is  made  subservient  to  luxury.  It  may  be  heed-* 
less  to  say  that  the  colouring  matter  of  red-sftow  was 
proved,  prior  to  oar  leaving  England^  to  consist  of  ^ 
species '  of  fungus,  capable  of  re-production  by  arti- 
ficii^^d^  'and  I  believe  it  was  even  found  practicable; 
by  placing  it  in  a  particular  light,  to  give  it  a  greenish 
tinge. 

Of  all  the  reasons  given  for  this  remarkable  ap- 
pearance, that  by  a  Peter  Paterson,  who,  in  l671f 
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visited  Spitzberghen,  is  the  most  amusing:  **The 
stones  of  the  rocks  are  full  of  white,  red,  and  yellow 
veins,  like  marble ;  upon  any  alteration  of  the  weather, 
these  stones  sweat,  which,  together  with  the  rains, 
tinges  the  snow  red." 

When  Captain  Parry  returned  at  night,  Mr.  Grif- 
fiths brought  on  board  a  large  doe,  which  he  had 
killed  while  swimming  (amongst  large  masses  of  ice) 
from  isle  to  isle ;  two  others,  and  a  fawn,  were  pro- 
cured on  shore  by  the  Fury's  people.  We  now  were 
under  the  game  laws,  as  they  existed  at  Melville 
Island ;  by  which  it  was  enacted  that,  for  the  pur-  , 
pose  of  economizing  our  ships'  provisions,  all  deer 
or  musk-oxen  killed  should  be  served  out,  in  lieu  of 
the  usual  allowance  of  meat :  hares,  ducks,  and  other 
birds,  were  not  at  this  time  to  be  included.  As  an 
encouragement  to  sportsmen,  the  heads,  1^,  and 
ofial  of  the  larger  animals  were  to  be  the  perquisites 
of  those  who  procured  the  carcasses  for  the  general 
good.  In  the  animals  of  this  day  we  were  convinced 
that  our  sportsmen  had  not  forgotten  the  latitude  to 
which  their  perquisites  might  legally  extend,  for  the 
necks  were  made  so  long  as  to  encroach  considerably 
on  the  vertebras  of  the  back  ;  a  manner  of  amputating 
the  heads  which  had  been  learnt  during  the  former 
voyage,  and,  no  doubt,  would  be  strictly  acted  up  to 
in  the  present  one. 

The  morning  of  the  30th  proving  too  calm  to  allow 
of  our  going  through  the  strait,  shooting  parties  went 
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on  shore.  We  saw  several  deer,  and  Captain  Parry's 
greyhound  had  some  long  chases  after  them,  but 
they  were  far  too  fleet  for  him. 

The  day  was  so  warm  that  the  party,  with  whom 
I  was,  were  glad  to  pull  ofiP  their  coats  and  waistcoats, 
which  is,  perhaps,  the  only  instance  of  too  much  sun- 
shine I  shall  have  to  record.  The  valleys  were  fertile 
in  grasses  and  moss ;  and  the  fineness  of  the  weather 
had  drawn  forth  a  number  of  butterflies,  spiders,  and 
other  insects,  which  would,  by  their  gay  colours  and 
active  motions,  have  almost  deceived  us  into  an  idea 
that  we  were  not  in  the  Arctic  r^ions,  had  not  the 
Frozen  Strait,  filled  with  huge  masses  of  moving  ice, 
reminded  us  but  too  forcibly,  that  we  were  in  the 
most  dangerous  part  of  them.  In  our  walk  we  found 
a  large  mass  of  black  mica,  from  which  we  obtiuned 
specimens  of  eight  or  ten  inches  in  length,  and  five 
or  six  in  thickness. 

In  the  afternoon,  every  one  having  returned  on 
board,  we  warped  out  of  the  cove  and  stood  into  the 
channel.  When  abreast  of  Bear  Island,  I  sent  our 
small  boat  to  bring  off  some  flags  which  had  been 
placed  as  leading  marks  on  a  small  island  near  it : 
she  had  scarcely  left  us  when  the  wind  came  very 
fresh,  and  she  was  hid  from  our  view  by  the  moving 
ice.  As  we  were  in  the  centre  of  a  most  rapid  tide, 
we  dared  not  heave  to  for  some  time ;  and  when  at 
length  we  did  so,  our  three  boats  which  were  tow- 

f2 
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ing  astern  were  torn  from  us  by  the  ice.  Our  little 
boat  now  appeared  in  a  hopeless  state,  as  she  had  to 
contend  with  heavy  wind  and  wild  ice,  which,  with 
ffa  impetuous  tide,  ran  against  the  rocks  with  loud 
crashes,  at  the  rate  of  four  or  five  knots  in  the  centre 
stream*  I  would,  at  this  moment,  gladly  have  given 
an  arm  to  see  her  come  on  board*  With  great 
difficulty,  we  picked  up  the  others,  each  having 
a  man  in  her.  At  dusk  the  tide  slackened,  and 
I  shall  never  forget  my  sensations  at  seeing  our 
small  boat  struggling  successfully  against  it;  she 
reached  us  at  length,  with  her  two  men  much  fatigued. 
Standing  again  to  the  eastward,  the  tide  soon  made, 
and  the  ice  followed  us  rapidly.  The  Eury shaving 
had  no  impediments  had  ran  out  of  sight,  but  we  had 
been  unable  either  to  look  for  anchorage  or  to  pass 
the  greatest  set  of  tide.  The  land  was  bold  and  sfee^ 
too,  yet  to  keep  under  sail  during  a  dark  night  in 
such  a  place  was  impossible.  After  some  anxious 
hours  we  found  a  small  nook  in  which  we  could  get 
bottom,  and  there  we  anchored.  As  it  blew  hard 
off  the  shore,  the  ice  did  not  touch  us,  but  passed  at 
no  great  distance  with  a  crashing  noise  during  the 
whole  night.  Weighing  at  daylight  on  the  Slst,  we 
found  the  Fury  anchored  in  a  bay,  and  soon  after 
both  ships  stood  to  the  eastward.  Gore  Bay  was 
packed  with  ice,  and  Geoi^na  Isle  closely  beset  in 
every  direction.     With  the  wind  and  tides  consider- 
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ably  in  our  favour,  we  made  our  way  through  a  large 
quantity  of  ice,  and  at  6  p.  m.  found  ourselves  in  the 
S.  E.  opening.     To  the  northward  were  three  other 
openings,   but  these  closely  filled  with  ice.     This 
enemy  soon  again  paid  us  a  visit,  and  the  pressure 
carried  us  near  the  shore,  whence,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Fury's  boats,  we  again  were  cleared  by 
night>fal!.     A  prevalence  of  fog,  northerly  wind, 
and  heavy  ice  in  floes  of  some  miles  in  circumfer- 
ence, had  carried  us,  in  spite  of  constant  labour  and 
exertions,  which  it  would  not  here  be  interesting  to 
enumerate,  to  the  very  spot  on  which  we  were  on 
the  1st  of  August !  and  three  days  were  sufficient  for 
the  purpose.     Thus  on  the  Srd  of  September  we  found 
tlmt,  after  having  with  infinite  anxiety  and  trouble 
traced  the  coast  to  the  northward  for  upwards  -of  a 
month,  we  were  now  again  on  the  spot  from  whence 
we  had  commenced  our  operations.     It  is  worthy  of 
remark  that,'  having  been  for  a  considerable  time 
without  meeting  with  any  old  ice,  we  should,  on  en^ 
taring  the  large  opening  between  America  and  *^  Fox 
his  fEUlhest,"  find  the  sea  filled  with  a  constant  supply 
of  unusually  ponderous  floes,   covered  with  sand, 
mud,  stones,  &c.,  and  from  their  form  and  nature 
certainly  not  of  a  recent  or  bay  formation,  but  in  all 
respects  warranting  the  supposition  that  they  pro«- 
ceeded  from  some  large  and  open  sea.     While  lying 
helpless  among  the  ice,  we  were  one  morning  gra- 


70  ENTEE  LYON  INLET. 

tified  by  the  sight  of  a  white  whale,  attended  by  its 
young  one,  which  lay  a  short  distance  under  water 
near  the  ship :  the  mother,  as  usual,  was  of  a  cream 
colour,  but  the  cub  was  of  a  slaty  hue ;  and  we  ob^ 
served  that,  wherever  its  dam  moved,  it  invariably 
kept  the  same  position,  which  was  immediately  over 
her  back,  and  at  about  a  foot  from  her*  The  Aurora 
had  been  very  brilliant  for  some  nights,  and  we  now 
found  it  appear  constantly  in  clear  weather. 

It  was  not  until  the  5th  that  we  could  get  forward, 
and  then,  by  one  of  the  usual  changes  in  the  nari« 
gation  of  these  seas,  we  ran  at  the  rate  of  six  knots 
for  some  hours,  unimpeded,  to  the  north-eastward. 
Having  made  a  large  inlet  or  opening  in  the  land, 
we  anchored  for  the  night  at  its  mouth,  and  weighing 
at  daylight  on  the  6th,  ran  up  it  for  about  twenty-five 
miles,  its  breadth  being  about  eight.  Some  islands 
lying  in  our  way,  and  the  wind  failing,  anchorage 
was  found,  and  the  ships  came  to,  divided  by  a  small 
isle.  Our  births  were  so  confined  that  we  could  not 
swing,  and  therefore  moored  to  the  rocks.  Captain 
Parry  now  left  us,  with  two  boats  provisioned  for  a 
week,  to  examine  the  head  of  the  inlet.  During  our 
stay  at  our  anchorage,  parties  were  daily  sent  in 
quest  of  game,  but  although  twenty-one  deer  were 
seen  in  one  herd,  none  could  be  obtained.  Smaller 
animals  and  ducks  were  abundantly  procured.  In 
some  short   excursions  which  I  made  amongst  the 
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IiiIIs>  or  more  properly  mountains,  I  found  many 
lakes  on  their  tops,  in  which  the  red-throated  divers 
were  frequent.  In  the  valleys,  as  usual,  ^ere  thick 
moss  and  grasses,  but  all  the  eminences  were  of  bare 
reddish  granite  and  gneiss.  Near  the  beach,  these 
rocks  assumed  a  grayish  tinge,  and  they  were  full  of 
garnets  of  a  brilliant  colour,  but  in  such  a  brittle 
state  as  to  break  in  detaching  them.  Madrepore, 
fossil  shells,  and  other  interesting  specimens,  on  a 
small  scale,  were  found  on  the  shore  near  the  tide 
marks.  Some  islands  near  us  had  a  rusty  iron  ap- 
pearance, and  their  rocks  influenced  the  magnet. 
A  few  masses  of  plumbago,  or  what  is  called  black- 
lead,  were  brought  off.  They  resembled  the  ashes 
of  a  blacksmith's  forge  in  colour  and  shape,  and  were 
.  of  the  size  of  hazel-nuts.  On  every  point  within  the 
range  of  our  walks,  we  found  recent  traces  of  Eski- 
maux,  and  at  about  a  mile  from  the  ships  was  a  place 
which  they  could  not  have  quitted  above  a  few  days, 
and  perhaps  in  consequence  of  seeing  the  ships.  A 
few  of  the  tent  circles  had  small  raised  sleeping 
places,  which  were  covered  with  branches  of  some 
dwarf  shrub  we  had  not  yet  met  with :  to  me  it  re- 
sembled birch,  yet  from  whence  could  it  have  been 
brought  ?  and  why,  if  from  a  distance,  was  it  now 
left  behind  ?  On  the  mountains  behind  these  remains, 
and  at  a  good  mile  from  the  sea,  were  circles  and 
piles  of  stones,  which  appeared  to  have  been  decoys 
for  deer,  or  shelter  for  the  hunters  to  hide  behind. 
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The  whole  of  the  land  on  this  side  of  the  inlet  had 
a  great  tendency  to  form  bays  and  fiords  (of  which 
we  found  several  running  three  or  four  miles),  and 
¥iras  therefore  admirably  adapted  for  the  summer 
residence  of  Eskimaux.  Tlie  quantity  of  seals  which 
we  daily  saw  also  promised  a  plentiful  supply  of 
food,  and  their  extreme  boldness  would  render  them 
an  easy  prey.  Some  of  the  officers  one  evening 
killed  four,  of  which  two  were  of  the  kind  called 
phoca  barbata,  or  the  bearded  seal,  in  consequence  of 
their  large  thick  whiskers,  and  the  others  were  the 
p«  vittelina.  The  former  were  immense  animals,  and 
very  fat,  weighing,  as  we  supposed,  eight  or  nine 
cwt.     The  dimensions  of  one  were  as  follows : 

LENGTH. 

Ft.    In. 

From  the  nose  to  insextion  of  tail  .     8    0 

Ditto  to  fore  paw,  or  flipper    •  •     1  10 

Of  fore  flipper       .        .        .  .    0  10 

Of  hind  flipper      •         •         •  .     1     S|> 

Its  breadth  when  opened  out  .  .20 

Of  the  tail  from  root  to  tip      •  .04 

CIRCUMFERENCE. 

The  belly 7     1 

Behind  fore  flipper          .         .         .     5     9^ 
Before  hind  flipper         .         .        .30 
Head,  behind  the  ears     .         .        .25 
Of  the  nose  .        .         .         .14 
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$  vast  quantity  of  these  creatures  had  doubtless 

ttracted  to  the  spot  by  the  abundance  of  small 

iSy  moluscs,  and  other  marine  insects,  with 

the  sea  is  almost  discoloured  in  the  bays*    The 

the  eider  and  other  ducks  and  divers,  also 

a  plentiful  subsistence  from  the  siime  means 

Nature  has   here   so    abundantly,  supplied. 

il   black  and  white  whales  were  seen  daily } 

n  many  instances,  close  to  the  ships.     Once  in 

ilar>  a  lai^e  black  whale  rose  and  lay  so  near 

de,  that  he  could  have  been  struck  from  the 

ray. 

the  11th  .we  observed  that  the  strait  between 
irbours  and  the  islands  lying  ofiP  was  filled  by  an 
ive  floe,  which  occupied  its  whole  breadth, 
the  hills  we  perceived  that  a  vast  quantity  of 
ice,  under  the  influence  of  a  southerly  wind, 
ipidly  filling  the  inlet.  The  accumulation  still 
uing,  we  feared  that  our  protecting  floe  might 
and  allow  the  whole  weight .  of  ice  to  come 
on  us.  On  the  12th^  therefore,  I  sent  the 
to  a  bay  about  three  .miles  higher  up  the  inlet ; 
hen  she  was  secure  we  followed  her  -  through 
me  channel.  It  being  dead  low  water»  the 
Q  was  clearly  seen,  and,  at  one  time»  we  passed 
le  to  a  sharp  rock,  which  ^vas  only  eight  feet 
water,  that  our  hand  lead  fell  on  it^  This 
r,  from  its  shape,  had  not  been  detected  by  the 
which  for  two  days  had  sounded  the  chani^L 
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Mr.  Sherer  having  returned  from  Captain  Parryi 
I  was  informed  by  him  that  they  had  seen  three  men» 
who  ran  along  the  rocks,  following  the  boat,  which, 
from  the  nature  of  the  shore,  could  not  easily  effect 
a  landing.  When  this  was  accomplished.  Captain 
Parry  walked  up  to  the  natives,  who  stood  perfectly 
upright  and  motionless  until  he  approached.  Two 
carried  bows  and  arrows,  the  third  had  a  spear.  A 
kind  of  salutation,  resembling  that  which  Hudson 
received  from  the  natives  at  Cape  Digges,  now  took 
place,  which  was  by  stroking  the  breasts  in  a  solemn 
manner.  They  then  led  to  a  tent  composed  of  skins^ 
and  near  it  were  several  deer  hides  stretched  on  the 
ground  to  dry.  Two  women,  and  four  children,  here 
made  their  appearance,  and  completed  the  party  to 
nine.  The  tent  was  unfurnished,  and  no  provision 
of  any  kind  was  seen  within  it,  which  led  to  a  sup- 
position that  it  was  a  mere  temporary  residence  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  men,  who  were  deer  hunt- 
ing. The  whole  appearance  of  these  people  was  far 
more  prepossessing  than  that  of  our  first  visitors,  and 
the  absence  of  the  smell  of  train  oil  led  our  people 
to  suppose,  that  at  this  immediate  period  they  did 
not  subsist  on  seals,  but  deer  only.  Their  dresses 
were  of  the  skins  of  the  latter,  clean,  and  in  good 
order.  There  was  but  one  men's  canoe,  which  Jay  in 
readiness  for  the  chase  of  any  deer  which  might  cross 
the  inlet,  a  circumstance  which  Captain  Parry  had 
frequently  witnessed.     One  of  the  women  wore  a 
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bracelet  of  black  and  white  beads,  which  she  must 
have  held  in  great  esteem,  as,  on  coming  to  the  boat,  it 
was  found  she  had  taken  off  and  hidden  it.  The  roots 
and  branches  of  ground  willow  were  brought  down 
to  the  beach  for  firing,  on  the  backs  of  the  women, 
being  piled  above  the  little  children  which  lay  in  their 
hoods.  In  this  task  the  men  afforded  them  no  assist- 
ance* Captain  Parry  gave  the  women  some  presents, 
but  nothing  afforded  so  much  delight  as  the  empty 
tin  meat  canisters,  which  they  hu^ed  and  kissed 
vnith  the  liveliest  demonstrations  of  joy.  One  of  the 
men  parted  readily  with  his  bow,  arrows,  and  quiver, 
all  very  curiously  formed,  and  which  in  some  future 
page  I  shall  describe. 

Before  the  interview  was  concluded,  a  pewter  jug, 
and  two  spoons,  were  missed  from  the  boat.  Mr. 
Sherer,  whose  property  they  were,  would  have  made 
instant  search  for  them,  but  Captain  Parry  was  at 
first  unwiUing  to  suppose  that  people  who  had  been 
so  kindly  treated  could  make  so  ill  a  return.  When 
at  length  the  examination  was  made,  the  articles  were 
found  on  a  woman,  who,  instead  of  being  ashamed^ 
laughed  immoderately  at  her  detection.  Mr.  Sherer 
had  been  bai^ning  with  this  lady  for  her  boots, 
which  were  of  a  most  cumbrous  size,  and  one  which 
she  puUed  off  was  readily  parted  with,  but  no  per- 
suasion could  induce  her  to  give  him  the  -  other. 
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This  led  to  suspicion,  and,  on  examination,  the  pot 
and  spoons  were  both  found  in  it.  Of  course  the 
thief  and  her  countrymen  were  all  driven  away,  and 
the  boat  went  on  with  the  survey- 
Early  on  the  13th  I  went  to  the  S.  W.  land  to  look 
for  anchorage,  and  afterwards  ascended  some  barren 
mountains  of  granite,  on  the  top  of  which  were,  as 
usual,  several  Eskimaux  circles  of  stones.  From  the 
heights  I  saw  an  immense  body  of  ice  entering  the 
straits  very  rapidly  from  the  seaward.  An  officer, 
who  had  rambled  in  a  different  direction  from  myself, 
brought  down  a  fine  salmon  trout  from  a  lake  in  the 
mountains,  and  four  white  hares,  which  he  had  killed 
amongst  the  rocks.  Before  I  could  reach  the  ships 
I  found  they  were  close  beset  with  heavy  ice,  and  it 
Was  with  difficulty  we  got  the  boat  on  board. 

On  the  14(th,  after  four  hours  warping  through  one 
mile  of  loose  ice,  we  made  an  offing,  and  ultimately 
anchored  off  a  beach  at  the  head  of  the  inlet.  At 
8  p.  M.  Captain  Parry  returned  on  board,  having  failed 
in  finding  any  outlet  to  the  place  he  had  been  exa- 
mining, which  was  very  extensive,  full  of  fiords,  and 
rapid  over  falls  of  the  tide.  The  first  three  days, 
after  leaving  the  ships,  wero  foggy  and  unpleasant, 
the  latter  five  particularly  fine.  He  had  procured  a 
sufficiency  of  game  to  afford  his  people  a  hot  supper 
every  evening,  which,  after  the  constant  labour  of  die 
day,  was  highly  acceptable. 
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Deer  were  very  numerous,  but  they  invariably  took 
the  water  on  being  disturbed,  in  preference  to  running 
inland,  and  they  swam  with  great  vigour.  In  one 
instance  he  chased  some  across  an  inlet  a  mile  in 
breadtbf  in  a  boat  pulling  four  oars,  and  they 
escaped. 

Wishing. to  connect  more  satisfactorily  the  land 
between  Gore  Bay  and  our  present  inlet  (which 
Captain  Parry  had  done  me  the  honour  to  name  after 
me),  and  to  examine  carefully  the  land  we  had  ran  so 
rapidly  past  on  the  5th  and  6th,  Captain  Parry  again 
left,  us  on  the  evening  of  the  15th,  provisioned  for 
nine  days.  Mr.  Hoppner,  who  had  been  away  to 
examine  a  small  inlet,  returned  at  the  same  time, 
bringing  with  him  the  carcasses  of  three  fine  deer, 
killed  by  himself  and  crew.  The  wind  continued 
fresh  from  the  N.N.  W.  until  the  Slst,  and,  during 
this  time,  nothing  of  any  interest  occurred.  Mr. 
Hoppner  was  sent  to  examine  the  south-eastern  en- 
trance of  the  large  inlet. 

While  we  remained  at  our  different  anchorites, 
.our  sportsmen  had  been  pretty  successful,  and,  to 
explain  what  I  mean  by  this  term,  I  subjoin  a  list  of 
animals  and  birds  killed  by  the  Hecla's  people  in  a 
fortnight :  4  deer,  40  hares,  82  ptarmigan,  50  ducks, 
3  divers,  3  foxes,  3  ravens,  4  seals,  ermines,  mar- 
mottes,  miee. 

My  English  sporting  friends  must  not  laugh  at  the 
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number  of  ammals  I  put  in  company  with  real  game, 
for  it  is  to  be  understood  that  in  the  Arctic  r^ons» 
where  for  only  three  months  in  a  year  the  sea  is  open, 
or  the  land  clear  of  snow,  even  a  mouse  is  worthy  of  a 
chase,  as  a  specimen ;  but  the  foxes,  ravens,  &c.  were* 
not  always  thrown  away  when  skinned ;  and,  latterly, 
they  became  dainties  to  many — ^myself  amongst  the 
number. 

The  form  of  the  ermine  is  extremely  elegant,  the 
body  being  long  and  slender  like  that  of  the  weasel ; 
the  legs  short  and  muscular,  and  its  motions  ex> 
tremely  active  and  graceful,  the  piercing  black  and 
prominent  eyes  adding  not  a  little  to  the  pleasing 
appearance  of  the  animal.  The  brown  ones  when 
running  have  the  appearance  of  little  foxes,  carrying 
their  tail  horizontally,  and  taking  surprising  leaps. 
When  pursued,  the  ermine  has  the  power  of  emitting 
a  very  strong  musky  smell,  which  I  once  had  an  op* 
portunity  of  observing  in  a  chase  that  a  boat's  crew 
and  myself  had  afler  a  white  one,  over  some  steep 
rocks,  where  its  colour  alone  enabled  us  to  continue 
the  pursuit. 

On  the  21st,  finding  the  inlet  nearly  clear  of  ioe^ 
we  weighed  and  stood  down  it,  but  baffling  winds 
and  calms  allowed  us  to  make  very  sm^l  progress ; 
and  we  esteemed  ourselves  highly  fortunate  at  night- 
fall in  finding  the  ships  off  a  place  where  we  could 
obtain   soundings;  here  we  anchored,  unprotected 
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from  all  winds  but  the  north,  and  at  the  foot  of  a 
steep  rock.  We  lay  here  until  the  24th  in  anxious 
expectation  of  the  return  of  Captain  Parry ;  when, 
his  proper  time  having  expired,  I  determined  at  all 
events  to  run  down  the  coast,  well  aware  of  the  diffi- 
culties the  ships  must  encounter ;  for  the  side  of  the 
inlet  on  which  we  were  was  bounded  by  high  rocky 
hills  and  steep  cliffii,  near  which  it  was  impossible  to 
anchor ;  while  on  the  opposite  shore  the  soundings 
were  generally  regular,  and  anchorage  might  be  found 
all  along  it ;  but4;here  we  should  have  been  effectually 
removed  from  the  track  the  boats  were  to  pursue  on 
their  return.  In  the  aflernoon  the  wind  came  round 
and  blew  hard  up  the  strait.  From  the  mast  head 
the  sea  was  observed  to  be  covered  with  heavy  ice, 
but  happily  open  towards  where  we  expected  the 
boats;  In  the  evening  we  tried  in  vain  for  anchorage, 
and  I  found  we  must  continue  under  sail  in  this  place 
during  along  dark  night,  half  a  gale  blowing,  and  the 
ice  setting  in  from  seaward.  Under  all  these  circum- 
stance it  may  be  conceived  how  anxiously  the  boats 
were  looked  for :  as  for  the  ships,  they  were  in  no 
danger.  At  8  p.  m.  the  Fury  burnt  a  blue  light, 
which  was  answered  instantly  by  a  distant  flash  from 
a  musket  in  the  boats,  who  had  before  made  the  signal 
nnperceived  by  us,  while  in  the  act  of  wearing.  At 
10,  to  my  great  satisfaction.  Captain  Parry  and  his 
people  came  back  safe  and  well.     I  now  learned,  that 
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on  the  second  evening  they  ware  froien  up  m  apliOf< 
where  we  had  tried  for  anchorage  thii  aftemooiL 
Here  he  was  detained  two  anxious  daya,  and,  at 
length  getting  clear»  he  ran  down  to,  and  sailed  round,' 
Gore  Bay>  at  that  time  perfectly  clear  of  ice»  but  by 
the^next  morning  it  was  quite  filled  with  heavy  pieces, 
which  much  impeded  his  return.  During  the  fin* 
night,  the  cries  of  Eskimaux  calling  to  each  other 
were  heard  on  Greoi^na's  Isle,  and  the  boats  instantly 
crossed ;  but  it  beingdark,  all  search  proved  inefiectnaL 
Having  satisfactorily  connected  the  land  of  Lyon  Inlet 
with  the  Bay,  Captain  Parry  again  returned,  but  was 
once  more  frozen  up  in  a  small  bay,  where  he  was 
detained  three  days;  when,  finding  there  wais  no 
chance  of  getting  out,  in  consequence  of  the  very 
rapid  formation  of  young  ice,  he  determined  on  car- 
rying the  boats  over  a  low  point  of  land,  one  mile  and 
a  half  in  width.  This  arduous  task  was  accomplished 
after  nine  or  ten  hours  severe  exertion,  and  they 
then  reached  the  ship. 

Much  game  had  been  fortunately  procured  by  the 
boats'  crews,  and  consisted  of  two  fine  deer,  about 
twenty  hares,  and  a  dozen  grouse.  From  Cf^tain 
Parry  I  learned  an  interesting  anecdote  of  a  doe  and 
her  fawn,  which  he  had  pursued  across  a  small  inlet* 
The  mother,  finding  her  young  one  could  not  swim 
so  fast  as  herself,  was  observed  to  stop  repeatedly^  so 
as  to  allow  the  fawn  to  come  up  with  her,  and,  having 
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landed  first,  stood  watching  it  with  trembling  anxiety 
as  the  boat  chased  it  to  the  shore.  She  was  repeatedly 
fired  at,  but  remained  immoveable  until  her  offspring 
landed  in  safety,  when  they  both  cantered  out  of 
s^ht. 

^  During  the  25th  we  ran  to  the  entrance  of  the 
strait,  when,  finding  the  sea  filled  with  large  floes,  we 
again  ran  a  short  distance  up  it.  Some  hours  were 
occupied  during  very  inclement  weather  in  seeking 
an  anchorage ;  one  at  length  being  found,  we  came 
to  in  the  evening.  Our  anchorage  becoming  unsafe, 
in  consequence  of  the  approach  of  ice,  we  left  it  on 
the  26th,  and  ran  to  the  opposite  shore  ;  the  short* 
Hess  of  the  daylight  rendering  it  necessary  to  seek 
for  shelter  many  hours  before  the  approach  of  night. 
In  the  evening,  while  off  a  shelving  beach,  the  Fury 
grounded  on  a  shoal ;  we  immediately  anchored  as 
Hear  as  was  consistent  with  our  safety,  and  she  hove' 
off  by  us,  and  making  sail  took  a  new  birth.  A 
boisterous  night  brought  a  quantity  of  ice  down  upon 
us,  but  we  received  no  damage ;  and  at  daylight  on 
i  the  27tb  the  Hecla  was  found  so  close  to  the  grounded 

(ice  on  the  shoal  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  run  into 
^  the  strgjt  again.     With  four  boats  Captain  Parry  and 
myself  sounded  for  some  hours,  and  at  length  suc- 
^  oeeded  in  finding  a  snug  cove,  into  which  we  gladly 
^rm  the  ships.     In  this  place,  which  from  its  se- 
curity obtained  the  name  of  Safety  Cove,  we  re- 
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mained  a  wedL>  durmg  which  we  had  ao  severe  a 
nprtherly  gale  as  to  oblige  us  to  strike  the  lower 
yards  and  topmasts;  and  it  continued  unabated 
with  heavy  rain  for  four  days.  In  the  meantiaie 
officers  were  sent  on  shore  twice  each  day  to  walk  ti 
the  hills  and  observe  the  rtate  of  the  ice ;  all  their 
rq^rt8»  however,  were  unfavourable  to  our  leaving 
the  inlet* 

We  were  surprised  at  finding  three  grouse,  as  we 

imagined  they  had  all  left  the  country.  I  killed  themy 

and  observed  that  they  had  now  completely  aaaumed 

their  snewy  plumage.    The  tracks  of  mannotteip 

mice,  and  ermines  were  very,  numerous ;  and  I  ob^ 

tained  one  of  the  latter,  after  having  been  .mufih 

amused  by  seeing  it  hunt  over  some  mice  tracks  ia 

exactly  the  same  manner  as  a  hound  after  a  ifoSi 

When  this  little  creature  was  killed,  I  actually  trod 

on  him  in  seeking  his  body  amongst  the  snow,  for  he 

was  so  thoroughly  white  that  I  could  not  see  him, 

his  black  tail  being  covered.     I  now  observed  4 

curious  kind  of  burrow  made  by  these  animgls  b^ 

neath  the  snow,  which  was  pushed  up  in  the  saaoi 

manner  as  the  tracks  of  moles  through  the  earth  ii 

England.    These  passages  ran  in  a  serpentine  dirac 

tion,  and  near  the  hole  or  dwelling-place  the  drcki 

were  multiplied,  as  if  to  render  the  approach  mon 

intricate. 

Several  deer  were  at  various  times  seen  on  shora 
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id  in  one  instanee  they  were  twenty-six  in  a  herd, 
f^o  large  whales  remained  constantly  near  the  ships  • 
'the  cove,  and  one  was  an  object  of  partknilar  in- 
cest, as  on  its  left  side  near  the  taiL.was  a  laq^ 
rand  or  indent,  which  our  Greenland  fishermea 
inceiYed  had  been  caused  by  a  harpoon.  Had  the 
Bather  permitted  we  should  have  endeavoured  to 
rike  this  fish. 

On  the  4th  a  more  favourable  report  was  made  of 
le  appearance  of  the  ice  from  the  hills,  and  we  in 
josequenee  weighed   and  stood   into-  the   strait*. 
Hiile  canting  the  ship  in  her  narrow  anchorage  we 
iw  a  huge  bear  on  the  beach  close  to  us,  lying  with 
is  head  between  his  paws  watching  our  motions.    As. 
re  were  then  too  much  occupied  to  endeavour  to  kill. 
jm,  I  made  s^s  to  4)be  Fury,  but  they  did  not  un- 
ierstand  me  until  too  late  to  go  after  him.     As  we 
[ttittedtlie  cove  the  animal  rose  and  leisurely  mounted 
i  Ibiall  eminence,  from  whence  he  anxiously  watched 
■  for  some  time,  and  then  w)^ked  off  along  the  beach, . 
H  which  it  had  been  almost  our  daily  practice  to  go 
ingly  and  unarmed  to  sesirch  for  specimens. 

1  At  the  entrance  of  the  inlet,  w(b  found  the  ice  still 
neked,  and,  after  the  usual  search,  secured  an  an^ 
liorage  for  the  night.  At  1  a.  m.  on  the  5th  a 
lesvy  body  of  ice  came  driving  fast  from  the  N;W; 
t  was  partially  stopped  for  an  hour  by  a  shoal  near 
tBf  but  at  length  bursting  over  this,  we  were  so  com- 
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pletely  beset  as  to  be  in  very  unpleasant  circumstances 
until  daylight,  when,  by  one  of  those  almost  magical 
changes  we  had  so  oftien  observed,  it  suddenly  left  usi 
and  in  two  hours  not  a  piece  was  to  be  seen.     The 
mouth  of  the  inlet,  however,  was  still  close  packed, 
and  young  ice  formed  strongly  within  our  anchorage. 
While  on  shore  at  noon  with  Captain  Parry,  a  curious 
hawk  hovered  over  us  for  some  moments,  and  at 
length  pouncing  very  near  a  dog  which  was  with  us, 
we  observed  that  the  bird  was  perfectly  white,  with 
the  exception  of  the  tips  of  its  wings,  which  were  jet 
black.     As  we  had  just  crossed  a  recent  bear  track, 
my  gun  was  loaded  with  ball,  so  that  I  could  not 
procure  the  hawk,  which  I  had  little  doubt  would 
prove  a  new  bird  to  us.     During  our  walk  we  were 
much  struck  by  a  beautiful  appearance  which  every 
where  presented  itself;  every  stone  with  sharp  or 
irregular  edges  had  them  deeply  encrusted  with  most 
brilliant  crystals  of  transparent  ice,  exhibiting  all  the 
prismatic  colours  in  the  glare  of  the  sun.     To  their 
vivid  hues  a  strong  contrast  was  opposed  by  the  dead 
opake  white  of  the  surrounding  snow.    In  such  of  the 
valleys  as  exhibited  any  signs  of  vegetation,  we  ob- 
served that  every  withered  flower  or  stalk  of  grass 
which  rose  above  the  rest  was  encased  in  an  icide^ 
resembling  in  form  that  part  of  a  child's  coral  which 
is  put  into  the  mouth,  although  of  a  far  larger  size. 
Many  of  the  small  stems,  which  formed  the  nucleus 
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f  these  icicles,  did  not  exceed  a  small  packthread  in 
iickness ;  and  I  obseired  that  each  was  situated  on  the 
orthem  side  of  its  attendant  crystal.  The  clearness 
f  the  day,  and  the  glistening  of  the  surrounding 
ienery,  had  on  the  whole  a  most  novel  and  fairy-like 
ppearance. 

With  a  fresh  breeze  from  N.N.W.  we  weighed 
Q  the  morning  of  the  6th,  and  ran  down  the  strait ; 
ut  towards  noon  the  wind  ceased  in  a  great  measure, 
ad  we  came  amongst  young  ice,  in  that  state  cdled 
udge,  which  resembles  in  appearance  and  con- 
stency  a  far  better  thing — lemon  ice.  From  this 
e  came  to  small  round  plates,  of  about  a  foot  in 
iameter,  which  have  the  appearance  of  the  scales  of 
igantic  fishes.  In  this  form  it  has  the  name  of 
ancake  ice,  and  next  assumes  that  of  bay  ice.  I 
ave  been  thus  particular,  because  on  this  day  we 
assed  through  each  of  the  above  stages  in  the  suc- 
ession  in  which  I  have  named  them.  As  our  impe- 
iments  increased,  I  accompanied  Captain  Parry  in 
de  afternoon  to  sound  a  small  open  bay  in  a  little 
ape  of  land  forming  the  S.E.  extremity  of  the 
diet,  and  round  which,  had  the  ice  permitted,  we 
bould  have  endeavoured  to  reach  a  distant  point, 
bout  twenty  miles  to  the  north-eastward. 

In  this  bay  we  found  the  young  floe  rapidly  form- 
[ig.  Having,  as  well  as  circumstances  would  permit, 
scertained  the  safety  of  the  anchorage,  we  brought 
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the  ships  in  after  noon.  The  water  was  here  so 
transparent  as  to  allow  of  our  seeing  the  bottom  in 
nine  fathoms.  . 

The  ice  continuing  to  form  solidly  round  the  ships,  . 
an  ofKcer  was  occasionally  sent  to  the  shore  to  see 
if  the  offing  was  clear  enough  to  permit  our  getting 
forward  if  we  should  cut  out ;   but  the  reports  were 
unfavourable. 
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Stdpt  take  their  winter  quarters — ^Theatricalfl-^The  school — 
Observatory  built—- Foxes — Shortest  day— <<}hriatmas— The 
AurorSf— New  year— Arctic  fox— Wine  frozen — ^Arrival  of  the 
Eskimaux,  and  a  pack  of  wolves— Snow  houses-^Interior 
arrangement— "Tattooing — Honesty  of  the  natives-— Frostbites 
— Luxuries — ^Manner  of  sewing^Boldness  of  the  wolves— 
M  o^ic — ^Arnalooa. 

On  the  forenoon  of  the  8th  I  accompanied  Cap- 
tain Parry  on  shore,  to  examine  from  the  hills  the 
distant  sea  ice.  Every  thing  indicated  the  settled 
commencement  of  the  winter,  and  it  was  decided  to 
remain  in  our  present  position  with  the  ships.  We 
found  thd  land  covered  with  snow,  on  which  we  fre- 
quently crossed  the  recent  tracks  of  bears ;  and  in 
one  place  found  the  lair,  or  hole  in  the  snow,  where 
one  of  these  animals  had  slept  the  preceding  night. 

On  our  return  we  walked  off  to  the  ships,  not 
however  witliout  being  pretty  frequently  reminded 
of  our  situation,  for  the  ice  bent  like  leather  beneath 
diir  weight ;  a  quality  which  I  believe  is  only  pos- 
sessed by  salt  water  ice,  and  that  when  recently 
formed. 

In  the  evening  both  ships'  companies  were  em- 
ployed in  cutting  a  canal,  by  which  we  might  enter 
fiurther  into  the  bay,  and  having  advanced  about  half 
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a  mile,  the  ships  took  up  their  winter  quarters* 
During  the  operation  of  sawing,  several  men  at  va- 
rious times  fell  through  the  ice,  but  being  speedily 
drawn  out  and  fresh  clothed,  no  unpleasant  conse- 
quences were  brought  on  by  these  cold  baths. 

During  the  first  week  our  time  was  fully  occupied 
in  clearing  and  preparing  the  ships  for  the  winter. 
What  we  did  professionally  will  not  interest  my  little 
family  circle,  I  therefore  pass  it  over.  Suffice  it  to 
say  that  every  arrangement  which  could  contribute 
to  our  general  comfort  and  health  was  made  by 
Captain  Parry. 

The  warming  apparatus  by  Mr.  Sylvester  answered 
admirably,  and  promised  us  a  more  pleasant  tempera- 
ture than  could  by  any  means  be  procured  in. the 
former  voyage.  The  crews  and  officers  of  each  ship 
were  put  on  rather  a  reduced  allowance  of  provisions, 
which,  however,  was  still  amply  sufficient^  now  that 
no  severe  labour  was  going  on. 

The  carpenters  were  set  to  work  in  erecting  a  small 
house  for  an  observatory  on  a  beach  about  two  cables' 
length  a-head. 

A  liberal  subscription  having  been  made  amongst 
the  officers  prior  to  leaving  England,  by  which  a 
stock  of  theatrical  clothes,  &c.  was  purchased,  it  was 
now  pro{)osed  by  Captain  Parry  that,  as  our  active 
operations  had  ceased  for  a  time,  we  should  make 
arrangements  for  performing  plays  once  a  fortnight 
throughout  the  winter,  as  a  means  of  amusing  the 
seamen,  and  in  some  degree  to  break  the  tedious 
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monotony  of  our  confinement.  As  there  could  be 
no  desire  or  hope  of  excelling,  every  officer's  name 
was  readily  entered  on  the  list  of  dramatis  personam. 
Those  ladies  who  had  cherished  the  growth  of  their 
beards  and  whiskers,  as  a  defence  against  the  incle- 
mency of  the  climate,  now  generously  agreed  to  do 
away  with  such  unfeminine  ornaments,  and  every 
thing  bade  fair  for  a  most  stylish  theatre. 

The  weather  had  of  late  been  clear  and  fine,  and 
during  the  last  week  a  party  from  each  ship  had  been 
employed  on  shore,  in  boiling  and  extracting  oil  from 
the  blubber  we  had  obtained  during  the  summer,  as 
a  winter's  store  for  our  lamps.  The  smell  of  the 
burnt  fat  attracted  numerous  foxes  to  our  neighbour- 
hood, and  on  the  19th  I  was  so  fortunate  as  to  catch 
one  in  a  trap.  He  was  small,  and  not  perfectly 
iriiite,  but  his  tameness  was  so  remarkable,  that  I  could 
not  resolve  to  kill  him,  but  confined  him  on  deck  in  a 
small  hutch  with  a  scope  of  chain.  The  little  animal 
astonished  us  very  much  by  his  extraordinary  saga- 
city, for,  during  the  first  day,  finding  himself  much 
tormented  by  being  drawn  out  repeatedly  by  his 
chaud,  he  at  length,  whenever  he  retreated  to  his  hut» 
took  this  carefully  up  in  his  mouth,  and  drew  it  so 
completely  after  him,  that  no  one  who  valued  his 
fingers  would  endeavour  to  take  hold  of  the  end  at- 
tached to  the  staple. 

During  the  night  of  the  25th  the  foxes  were  ob- 
served in  great  numbers  on  the  beach,  and  in  four 
hours  fifteen  were  caught  in  my  trap  alone.  I  was 
surprised  on  getting  up  in  the  morning  to  see  this 
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immense  heap  piled- on  the  deck  of  my  cabin*  It 
was  remaricable,  that  ail  which  had  as  yet  been  caught 
or  shot  were  males  and  very  fat ;  their  flesh,  indeed, 
had  80  good  an  appearance,  that  many  trials  were 
made  <^  it.  All  were  horrified  at  the  idea  of  eating 
foxes,  but  very  many  soon  got  the  better  of  their 
delicacy,  and  found  them  good  eating.  Not  being 
myself  very  nice,  I  soon  made  the  experiment,  and 
found  the  flesh  much  resembling  that  of  kid,  and 
afterwards  frequently  had  a  supper  of  it. 

About  this  time  two  remarkable  varieties  of  these 
animals  were  caught  by  an  officer  of  the  Fury ;  their 
colour  was  a  deep  chocolate,  and  in  some  places  the 
tips  of  their  coat  were  grizzled. 

We  had  for  some  time  observed  that,  in  the  fire- 
hole,  which  was  kept  open  in  the  ice  alongside,  a 
countless  multitude  of  small  shrimps  were  constantly 
lising  near  the  surface,  and  we  soon  found  that  in 
twenty-four  hours  they  would  clean,  in  the  most 
beautiful  manner,  the  skeletons  of  the  foxes,  round 
which,  as  long  as  any  flesh  remained,  they  would 
cluster  like  a  swarm  of  bees,  not  even  letting  go 
their  hold  when  the  carcass  was  lifted  out  of  the 
water :  thejr  neVW  devoured  the  sinews,  so  that  all 
the  limbs  remained  attached  at  their  respective  joints, 
and  it  was  only  requisite  to  dry  them  to  form  as  com- 
plete a  skeleton  as  an  anatomist  would  wish  to  see. 
The  shrimps  would  not  eat  skin  of  any  kind,  for  I 
placed  the  flipper  of  a  seal  amongst  them,  and  in  a 
few  hours  it  was  quite  cleaned  within-side^  the  bones 
being  left  as  in  a  bag.     I  tried  some  experiments  on 
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gluttons  by  freezing  them  in  different 
8,  and  endeavouring  to  bring  them  to 
ut  did  not  succeed ;  in  fact,  my  cruelty 
frve  that  I  should. 

IF  winds  had  now  become  very  prevalent, 
ired,  on  poles  which  had  been  placed  as 
>stSy  that  a  thin  coating  of  transparent  ice 
on  the  side  opposed  to  that  quarter,  while 
iward  the  wood  remained  dry  and  clean, 
night  passed  without  the  appearance  of 
Borealis,  which,  although  not  so  magni- 
ght  be  expected  a  few  months  later,  was 
leautifuL 

the  credit  of  our  seamen,  a  proposal  was 
f  made  in  each  ship,  for  permission  to 
ening  school.  We  most  gladly  entered 
lews,  and  gave  orders  for  the  necessary 
its :  we  had  abundance  of  stationery  for  the 
lolars,  and  there  were  several  elementary 
:s  in  the  ships  for  learners  to  read, 
;s  were  in  each  mess  for  those  who  had 
progress.     Almost  every  man  could  read 

little,  but  several  found  that  from  long 
iS  requisite  to  begin  again, 
afternoon,  we,  for  the  first  time,  witnessed 
111  phenomena  of  a  pair  of  mock  suns ; 
situated  on  each  side  of  a  brilliant  halo,  of 
sun  was  the  centre,  and  whose  diam^r 
heir  regular  form  continued  about  half  an 

which  they  gradually  vanished.  Our  first 
erformed  on  the  evening  of  the  9th,  and 
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appeared  to  afford  much  amusement  to  the  men: 
our  dresses  were  good,  and  the  theatre  tolerably 
large ;  to  which  may  be  added  that  the  ladies  were, 
with  the  exception  of  beards,  figure,  voice,  and  fe- 
minine action,  most  bewitching  personages.  I  have 
given  a  copy  of  the  play-bill  for  the  evening. 

THEATRE  ROYAL, 

WINTER  ISLE. 


The  Public  are  most  respectfully  informed  that  this  little,  yet  ells' 
gant,  theatre  will  open  for  the  season,  on  Friday  next,  the  9th 
of  Nofvember,  1821,  x»hen  toill  be  performed  ^eridan*s  cele^ 
brated  Comedy  of 

THE  RIVALS. 

Sir  Anthony  Absolute Captain  Parry. 

Captain  Absolute     ....     Captain  Lyon. 

Sir  Lucius  OTrigger Mr.  Croner. 

Faulkland Mr.  Edwards. 

Acres     ....     Mr.  Henderson. 
Fag    ....     Mr.  Hoppner. 

David Mr.  Reid. 

Coachman  .     .     Mr.  Bushnan. 

Mrs.  Malaprop Mr.  Richards. 

Julia Mr.  Hooper. 

Lydia  Languish Mr.  Sherer. 

Lucy     ....     Mr.  Mogg. 

Songs  by  Messrs.  Palmer  and  Henderson  will  be  introduced  in  the 

course  of  the  evening. 

Doors  to  be  opened  at  half-past  6,  ( -urtain  to  rise  at  7  precisely. 
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be  weather  having  been  for  some  time  very  un- 
dy  and  the  temperature  high,  we  feared  some 
De  gale  would  send  us  and  our  harbour  ice  out 
B.  On  this  day  it  cracked  in  many  places,  and 
precfkution,  we  got  anchors  and  cables  on  the 
1.  While  digging  holes  in  which  to  place  our 
3r8,  I  observed,  that  at  about  two  feet  below  the 
ce,  which  was  soft  and  unfrozen,  we  came  to 

ice-bound  gravel,  on  which  it  was  impossible 
ake  any  impression  without  the  aid  of  pick- 
As  this  spot  was  far  above  the  rise  of  tides,  it 
be  inferred  that  the  summer's  suns  of  ages  have 
dad  the  power  of  thawing  to  a  greater  depth 
I  have  mentioned.  A  large  bird  (probably  a 
i)  was  seen  by  one  of  the  officers  at  a  great 
ace  on  shore,  and  its  track,  with  that  of  abund- 
of  foxes,  as  if  they  had  been  chasing  it,  was  ob- 
d  on  many  places  in  the  snow.  The  observatory 
m  this  day  completed, 
le  morning  of  the  14th  was  rendered  particu- 

interesting,  by  uncommonly  beautiful  appear- 
I  which  attended  the  rising  of  the  sun.     Pre* 

to  its  becoming  visible,  a  spiral  ray  of  a  most 
ite  pink  hue,  shot  from  the  horizon,  and  in- 
ing  in  size  and  brilliancy,  at  length  reached  the 
b,  at  which  time  its  form  was  like  that  of  the 

produced  by  a  blow-pipe.  On  the  appearance 
le  sun,  the  whole  eastern  sky  partook  of  the 

colour  of  the  first  ray ;   and  the  snow,  the 
,  and  the  whole  of  the  desolate  surrounding 
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scenery,  were  warmly  illuminated  until  the  e&tiie  of 
the  sun's  disk  had  risen  above  the  horizon,  Iheil  the 
usual  grey  tints  assumed  their  accustomed  plac^  the 
scene  became  doubly  desolate,  and  a  fall  of  mow 
completed  the  contrast  with  the  delightful  vi^on 
which  was  past. 

The  unsettled,  comparatively  mild,  and  cloudy 
weather  now  ceased,  and  a  decided  and  severe  fnMt, 
with  a  clear  sky,  gave  us  reason  to  expect  the  winter 
in  good  earnest.  The  sea  to  the  eastward  continued 
open  at  times,  owing  to  the  rapidity  of  the  tides,  said 
dovekies  constantly  frequented  the  hdes  of  vmter. 
These,  and  two  ravens,  furnished  conversation  and 
gun-carrying  to  all  our  sportsmen.  I  shall  have  oc- 
casion to  mention,  at  times,  an  appearance  which  is 
called  frost  smoke:  this  is  only  seen  when  aone 
space  of  water,  by  the  sudden  breaking  or  constant 
motion  of  the  ice,  is  lefl  exposed  and  unfitMBea ;  a 
vapour  then  rises  in  clouds,  which  floats  immediatdy 
over  the  open  space,  like  the  steam  from  a  caldron. 
This  freezes  instantly,  and  being  driven  by  the 
wind,  deposes  itself  in  a  fine  powder  on  the  sur- 
rounding ice. 

When  any  great  extent  of  water  is  seen,  the  frost 
smoke  of  course  is  very  much  increased,  and  entirely 
hides  the  horizon  from  the  view ;  seldom,  however, 
rising  above  T  in  altitude,  and  presenting,  by  its 
dusky  gray  clouds,  a  fine  foil  to  the  matchless  blue 
of  the  sky  in  frosty  weather. 

On   the  27th   we   exhibited   the   two  farces  of 
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Labing  the  Wind''  and  the  **  Mock  Doctor/'  with 
lotasmagoria,  the  temperature  at  20°  below  zero  in 
t  open  air. 

Fhe  cold  was  more  seyerely  felt  on  the  38th  than 
r  other  time  since  entering  winter  quarters,  from 
\  extreme  sharpness  of  the  wind :  several  of  our 
qple  were  frost-bitten,  and  a  poor  fox  on  deck  was 
ind  to  be  severely  benumbed.     This  animal  was 
isidered  as  untameablci  and  would  not  even  agree 
di  two  others  of  his  own  kind,  which  were  also 
isoners ;  but  in  his  distress,  on  being  taken  below, 
I  nature  appeared  to  change,  and  he  became  as 
1)0  as  a  dog,  walking  to  the  di£Perent  messes,  and 
ietly   taking  food  from  the  hand:  the  sudden 
BDge  of  temperature,  however,  proved  too  much 
r  him,  and  before  morning  he  died. 
On  the  1st  of  December  a  grouse  was  seen  astern 
the  ships,  walking  on  the  snow,  on  which,  being 
the  purest  white,  his  motion  alone  made  him 
uble.     One  of  our  people,  walking  to  the  eastward 
try  and  shoot  dovekies,  observed  several  of  these 
rds  near  him,  in  the  tide-way  j  they  appeared  quite 
arless,  and  allowed  him  to  approach  very  near, 
lien  suddenly,  a  fox  was  observed  stealing  towards 
em,  and  the  whole  flock  rose  with  loud  cries  of 
arm.     From  its  having  been  ascertained  that  the 
xes  catch  these  birds  (parts  of  their  feathers,  and 
one  instance  a  whole  wing,  being  found  in  the 
omachs  of  several),  it  becomes  an  interesting  ques- 
>n  how  they  can  get  to  them.     The  temperature 
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would  prevent  a  fox  from  swimming,  and  it  is  a 
known  fact,  that  dovekies  are  very  rarely,  even  in 
mild  weather,  seen  out  of  the  water. 

A  whale  was  seen  to  the  S.  £.,  and  seals  fre- 
quently rose  in  the  open  water.  Our  walking  parties 
frequently  found  traces  of  a  hare,  which  on  the  Iddi 
was  killed  :  the  animal  was  miserably  poor,  weighing 
only  5  lb.  15  oz.,  and  having  nothing  in  its  stomach. 
Excepting  the  usual  black  tips  to  the  ears,  it  was 
quite  white,  and  its  fur  resembled  swans-down  rather 
than  hair.  It  was  a  matter  of  wonder  to  us  how 
this  creature  could  have  escaped  the  large  packs  of 
foxes  which  were  constantly  hunting  during  the 
night,  and  whose  tracks  absolutely  covered  the  phee 
where  it  was  shot.  Above  sixty  foxes  had  now  been 
taken,  and  yet  there  seemed  but  little  diminution  in 
their  numbers. 

On  the  17th  a  shivering  set  of  actors  performed 
to  a  great-coated,  yet  very  cold,  audience,  the  co^ 
medy  of  the  "  Poor  Gentleman." 

We  were  much  amused  during  the  exhibition  of 
this  play  by  a  burst  of  true  English  feeling.  In  the 
scene  where  Lieut.  Worthington  and  Corp'.  Foss  re- 
count in  so  animated  a  manner  their  former  achieve^ 
ments,  advancing  at  the  same  time,  and  huasEaing  for 
**  Old  England ;"  the  whole  audience,  with^one  ao* 
cord,  rose,  and  gave  three  of  the  heartiest  cheers  I 
ever  heard.  They  then  sat  down^  and  the  play  ooo- 
tinued  uninterrupted. 
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A  bear  was  seen  on  the  afternoon  of  the  SOth, 
at  about  a  mile  from  the  ships,  to  which  he  was 
cautiously  walking,  smelling  as  he  advanced.  The 
warning-signal  was  hoisted  to  parties  on  shore,  and 
I  aocompanied  seyeral  others  in  chase  of  him ;  but 
after  a  most  fatiguing  run  to  no  purpose,  he  cantered 
off  with  the  speed  of  a  horse,  and  making  for  the 
moving  ice  in  the  inlet,  was  soon  lost  sight  of  in  the 
frost  smoke.  By  his  foot-marks,  we  judged  that  he 
could  not  have  been  very  large,  the  hind  paw  mea- 
suring 14  inches  by  7)  snd  the  fore  one  7i  inches 
each  way.  The  shape  of  a  bear-track  is  curious,  as 
resembling  that  of  a  man,  were  it  not  for  the  too 
^ainly  marked  toe-nails,  which  make  deep  dents  in 
the  snow.. 

December  22nd,  om*  shcnrtest  day,  was  extremely 
fine,  and  the  sun  rose  to  37'  above  the  horiaon, 
giving  us  three  hours'  daylight,  at  least  sufficiently 
clear  to  allow  of  our  taking  a  long  waft.  How  great 
the  difference  between  this  place  and  MdviUe  Island, 
wfaeret  forninety  days,  the  sun  was  not  seen !  Com- 
fmrtless  as  an  arctic  winter  certainly  is,  yet  it  has  de- 
greet  of  wretchedness,  amongst  which  the  absence  of 
Kl^t  is  the  most  severely  felt.  This  winter,  how- 
efWt  we  were  blessed  by  the  daily  appearance  of  the 
swif  althongfa  it  was  powerless  as  to  warmth. 

On  Christmas  eve,  in  order  to  keep  the  people 
quiet  and  sober,  we  performed  two  farces,  and  ex- 
hibited phantasmagoria,  so  that  the  night  passed 
merrily  away. 
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Christinas  day  was  very  fine,  and  we  all  attended 
church  on  board  the  Fury,  as  we  had  been  accusUmied 
to  do  every  Sunday  since  we  were  frozen  in.  The 
people  then  returned  to  their  dinners,  at  which  En* 
glish  roast  beef,  that  had  been  kept  untainted  since 
the  transport  left  us,  was  the  principal  luxury.  To 
this  were  added  cranberry  pies  and  puddings  of  every 
shape  and  size,  with  fidl  allowance  of  spirits.  I  never 
indeed  saw  more  general  good  humour  and  merriment 
on  a  Christmas  day  since  I  went  to  sea.  A  pretty 
compliment  was  paid  to  all  the  officers  by  a  wdl 
meaning,  but  certainly  not  very  sober  crew,  by  abso* 
lutely  forcing  each  in  his  turn,  banning  with  my* 
self,  to  go  out  on  the  lower  deck,  and  have  his  health 
drank  with  three  hearty  cheers. 

On  the  26th,  we  sent  all  the  people  for  a  run  on 
the  ice,  in  order  to  put  them  to  rights,  but  thick 
weather  coming  on,  it  became  necessary  to  recall  th^n^ 
and,  postponing  the  dinner  hour,  they  were  all  danced 
sober  by  1  p.  m.  the  fiddler  being,  fortunately,  quite 
as  he  should  be.  During  this  curious  ball,  a  witty 
fellow  attended  as  an  old  cake  woman,  with  lumps  of 
finozen  snow  in  a  bucket ;  and  such  was  the  demand 
for  his  pies  on  this  occasion,  that  he  was  obliged  to 
replenish  pretty  frequently.  At  night  we  were  all 
much  startled  by  an  account  of  a  bear  being  seen  be-^ 
tween  the  ships,  and  arms  were  prepared  in  conse- 
quence, but  the  return  of  daylight  gave  us  no  traces 
of  him. 

Wc  had  now  reached  the  end  of  our.  first  year^ 
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without  having  experienced  any  weighty  difficulties, 
and  both  officers  and  men  enjoyed  excellent  health. 
A  good  footing  had  been  established  on  the  coast  of 
North  America,  from  which  we  could  again  proceed 
in  the  summer,  and  we  were  blessed  with  spirits  and 
sieal  for  the  renewal  of  our  exertions.  No  signs  of 
scurvy,  the  usual  plague  of  such  voyages  as  ours,  had 
occurred ;  and,  owing  to  a  plan  of  Obtain  Parry's, 
we  had  been  in  the  practice  of  raising  a  sufficiency  of 
mustard  and  caress  between  decks  to  affi>rd  all  hands 
a  salad  once,  and  sometimes  twice,  a  week.  Our 
men  had  taken  the  greatest  pleasure  in  their  school, 
which  might  in  some  measure  be  attributed  to  their 
hsviBg  had  the  management  of  it  in  their  own  hand.. 
There  was  not  a  man  in  the  ship  who  could  not,  by 
this  time,  read  and  write,  and  on  Christmas  day  I 
received  sixteen  copies  from  those  who,  two  months 
before,  scarcely  knew  their  letters.  These  little  qpe« 
cimens  were  all  well  written,  and  sent  with  as  much 
pride,  as  if  the  writers  had  been  good  little  school- 
boys, instead  of  stout  and  excellent  seamen. 

As  we  now  had  seen  the  darkest,  although  not  by 
many  d^;rees  the  coldest  season  of  the  year,  it  may 
not  here  be  irrelevant  to  mention  the  beautiful  ap- 
pearance of  the  sky  at  this  period.  To  describe  the 
cokmrs  <tf  these  cloudless  heavens  would  be  impossible ; 
but  the  delicacy  and  pnreness  of  the  various  blended 
tints  excelled  any  thing  I  ever  saw,  even  in  Italy.  The 
sun  shiiies  wkh  a  diminished  lustre,  so  that  it  is  pos- 
sible to  contemplate  it  without  a  painful  feeling  to  the 
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ejet,  yet  the  blush  ooloury  which  in  aerere  froet  Mhmp 
accompanies  it,  is,  in  my  opinion,  far  more  pleasing 
than  the  glittering  borders  which  are  so  profnsely 
seen  on  the  clouds  in  wanner  climates.  The  nights 
are  no  less  loTely,  in  consequence  of  the  deam^sa  of 
the  sky.  The  moon  and  stars  shine  with  wonder^ 
lustre,  and  almost  persuade  one  to  be  pleased  with  the 
surrounding  desolation.  The  aurora  borealis  does 
not  appear  aflfected  by  the  brilliancy  even  of  the  full 
moon,  but  its  light  continues  still  the  same.  The 
first  appearance  of  this  phenomenon  is  generally  in 
showers  of  falling  rap,  like  those  thrown,  from  .a 
rocket,  although  not  so  bright.  These  being,  in  con* 
stant  and  agitated  motion,  have  the  appearance  of 
trickling  down  the  sky.  Lai^  masses  of  light  sac- 
ceeded  next  in  order,  alternating  from  a  faint  glow 
resembling  the  milky  way,  to  the  most  vivid  fladie% 
which  stream  and  shoot  in  every  direction  with  the 
effect  of  sheet  lightning,  except  that  after,  the  fl«sb» 
the  aurora  still  continues  to  be  seen.  The  anddeii 
glare  and  rapid  bursts  of  these  wondrous  showers  of 
fire,  render  it  impossible  to  observe  them,  without 
fancying  that  they  produce  a  rushing  sound ;  but  I 
am  confident  that  there  is  no  actual  noise  attending 
the  changes,  and  that  the  idea  is  erroneous.  I  fre- 
quently stood  for  hours  together  on  the  ice,  to  ascer- 
tain this  fact,  at  a  distance  from  any  noise  but  my 
own  breathing,  and  thus  I  formed  my  opinion.  Nei- 
ther did  I  observe  any  variety  of  colour  in  the  jSaahes, 
which  were  to  my  eye  always  of  the  same  shade  as 
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die  milky  way,  and  vivid  sheet  lightning.  The 
Am  which  gleam  through  the  aurora  certainly  emit 
a  miMer:  ray,  as  if  a  curtain  of  the  finest  gauze  were 
intavposed.  It  is  remarkable  that  whenever  the 
weather  is  calm,  the  aurora  has  a  tendency  to  form 
in  arch,  at  whatever  position  it  may  occupy  in  the 
hm^em*  On  the  S9th  of  this  month  we  were  par- 
lieiikuiy  gratified  by  a  beautiful  exhibition  of  this 
kind  at  near  midnight.  A  perfect  arch  was  formed 
to  the  southward,  stretching  from  east  to  west;  its 
eeotre  elevated  about  two  degrees  above  the  horizon. 
The  night  was  serene  and  dark,  which  added  con* 
nderably  to  its  efifect,  and  the  appearance  continued 
mchanged  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour ;  but  on  a 
iBght  breeze  springing  up,  small  rays  shot  occasion- 
ally to  the  zenith,  and  the  arch  became  agitated  with 
a  gentle  and  undulating  motion,  after  which  it  spread 
irregularly,  and  separating  into  the  usual  streamers, 
aoon  diffiised  itself  over  the  whole  sky.  In  stormy 
weather  the  northern  lights  fly  with  the  rapidity  of 
li^tning,  and  with  a  corresponding  wildness  to  the 
gale  which  is  blowing,  giving  an  indescribable  air  of 
magic  to  the  whole  scene. 

I  have  never  contemplated  the  aurora  without  ex- 
periencing the  most  awful  sensations,  and  can  readily 
excuse  the  poor  untutored  Indians  for  supposing  that 
in  the  restless  motions  of  the  northern  lights  they 
behold  the  spirits  of  their  fathers  roaming  in  freedom 
through  the  land  of  souls. 
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The  commencement  of  a  new  year  has  ahrajrs  a 
feeling  of  pleasure  attached  to  it,  whatever  may  be 
our  pursuits,  and  although  the  1  st  of  January  was  not 
less  solitary  than  other  wintry  days,  yet  we  formed 
little  parties  of  castle-builders,  in  order  to  cut  out 
work  for  the  summer,  as  if,  instead  of  being  many 
months  distant,  it  was  to  arrive  on  the  morrow. 

On  the  2nd  I  saw  the  first  whirlwind  which  had 
been  observed  in  this  country.  It  came  from  the 
westward  over  the  flat  ice,  passed  near  our  stem, 
and  finally  disappeared  round  Cape  Fisher.  The 
circumference  of  the  column  of  loose  snow  which  was 
drawn  into  the  vortex  of  the  whirlwind  was  at  first 
very  inconsiderable,  but  increasing  rapidly  it  assonied 
the  appearance  of  a  small  water  spout.  Tt  was  to 
be  regretted  that  it  passed  astern,  instead  of  over  the 
ships,  as  it  would  then  have  given  us  some  idea  of  its 
powers. 

Foxes,  and  another  solitary  hare,  which  had  been 
twice  fired  at  while  seeking  food  alongside  the  Fury, 
were  the  only  animated  objects  which  had  for  some 
time  occupied  our  attention.     Above  one  hundred  of 
the  former  had  been  at  various  times  entrapped  or 
killed,  and  several  were  kept  as  pets  in  each  ship. 
Of  those  in  the  Hecla  I  had  attentively  observed  the 
habits,  and  shall  offer  a  few  remarks  on  them,  with 
the  intention  of  somewhat  relieving  the  stupidity  and 
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monotony  which  will  be  found  in  my  journal,  even 
by  my  own  partial  family. 

In  form,  the  arctic  fox  bears  great  resemblance  to 
our  European  species,  although  considerably  smaller, 
and  owing  to  the  great  quantity  of  white  woolly  hair 
with  which  it  is  clothed,  is  somewhat  like  a  little 
shock  dog.  The  brush  is  full  and  lai^,  affording 
an  admirable  covering  for  the  nose  and  feet,  to  which 
it  acts  as  a  muff  when  the  animal  sleeps.  Although 
the  head  is  not  so  pointed  as  in  our  English  reynard, 
yet  it  has  as  completely  the  air  of  cunning  which  is 
ao  observable  in  all  species  of  foxes.  The  eyes  are 
brighty  piercing,  and  of  a  clear  light  hazel.  The  face 
of  the  female  was  always  remarked  to  be  shorter  than 
that  of  the  male,  and  it  has  less  of  cunning  and  more 
of  mfldness  in  its  general  expression.  The  ears  are 
short,  and  thickly  covered  with  hair,  having  the  ap- 
pearance of  being  doubled  at  the  edges,  or  rather  of 
having  been  cut  in  the  manner  that  tender-hearted 
people  crop  their  terriers.  The  chedu  are  orna- 
mented by  a  projecting  ruff,  which  extends  from  be- 
hind the  ears  quite  round  the  lower  part  of  the  face, 
to  which  it  gives  a  very  pleasing  appearance. 

The  1^  are  rather  long  than  otherwise,  and  show 
great  strength  of  muscle.  The  feet,  which  are  large, 
sre  armed  with  strong  claws.  When  the  animal  is 
standing  still,  the  hind  1^  are  so  placed  as  to  give 
the  idea  of  weakness  in  the  loins,  which  is  certainly 
not  the  case,  as  few  creatures  can  make  moi^  power- 
ful leaps.     The  general  weight  was  About  eight 
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paunds,  akhough  some  were  as  low  as  seveot  and  a 
few  as  high  as  nine  pounds  and  a  half  when  in  good 


The  arctic  fox  is  an  extremely  cleanly  animal»  being 
very  carefiil  not  to  dirt  those  places  in  which  he  eats 
or  sleeps.    No  unpleasant  smell  is  to  be  perceived, 
even  in  a  male,  which  is  a  remariuble  circumstanoe. 
To  come  unawares  on  aae  of  these  creatures  is,  in 
my  opinion,  impossible ;.  for  even  when  in  ^n  ap- 
parently sound  sleep,  they  open  their  eyes  at  the 
slightest  noise  which  is  made  near  them,  altboai^ 
libey  pay  no  attention  to  sounds  at  a  short  diatanoa. 
The  general  time  of  rest  is  during  the  daylight,  in 
which  they  appear  listless  and  inactive ;  but  the  night 
jQO  sooner  sets  in,  than  all  their  faculties  are  awakened} 
they  commence  their  gambols,  and  continue  in  un- 
ceasing and  rapid  motion  until  the  mpming.     While 
hunjiang  for  food  they  are  mute,  but  when  in  captivity 
or  irritated,  they  utter  a  short  growl  like  that  of  a 
young  puppy.     It  is  a  singular  &ct,  that  their  bark  is 
so  modulated  as  to  give  an  idea  that  the  animal  ia  at  a 
distance,  although  at  the  very  moment  he  lies  at  your 
feet.     It^  strikes  me  that  nature  has  gifted  these 
creatures  with  this  kind  of  ventriloquism  in  order  to 
deceive  their  prey  as  to  the  distance  they  are  firoB 
them.     Although  the  rage  of  a  newly  caught  fox  ia 
quite  ungovernable,  yet  it  very  rarely  happened  that 
on  two  being  put  together,  they  quarrelled.     A  con^ 
finement  of  even  a  few  hours  oftien  sufficed  to  qoiet 
these  creatures;  and  some  instances  occurfed  of 
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their  beiiig  perfectly  tame,  although  timid,  from  the 
first  mmnent  of  their  captivity.  On  the  other  hand 
there  were  some,  which,  after  months  of  coaxing, 
never  became  more  tractable*  These,  we  supposed, 
were  old  ones. 

Their  first  impulse  on  receiving  food  is  to  hide 
it  as  soon  as  possible,  even  though  suflfering  from 
hunger,  and  lumng  no  fellow-prisoners  of  whose  ho- 
nesty they  are  doubtful.    In  this  case  snow  is  of  great 
asnsCance,  as  being  easily  piled  over  their  stores,  and 
then  forcibly  pressed  down  by  the  nose.     I  frequently 
observed  my  dog-fox,  when  no  snow  was  obtainable, 
gather  his  chain  into  his  mouth,  and  in  that  manner 
carefully  coil  it  so  as  to  hide  the  meat.     On  moving 
away,  satisfied  with  his  operations,  he  of  course  has 
drawn  it  afler  him  again,  and  sometimes  with  great 
patience  repeated  his  labours  five  or  six  times,  until, 
in  a  passion,  he  has  been  constrained  to  eat  his  food 
without  its  having  been  rendered  luxuriant  by  pre- 
vious  concealment.     Snow  is  the  substitute  for  water 
to  these  creatures,  and  on  a  lai^e  lump  being  given 
to  them,  they  break  it  in  pieces  with  their  feet,  and 
roll  on  it  with  great  delight   When  the  snow  was 
slightly  scattered  on  the  decks,  they  did  not  lick  it 
up  as  dogs  are  accustomed  to  do,  but  by  repeatedly 
pressing  with  their  nose,  collected  a  small  lump  at  its 
extremity,  and  then  drew  it  into  the  mouth,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  tongue. 

On  the  8th  a  hare  was  killed  while  seeking  food  on 
our  dirt  heap.    It  was  very  thin,  and  weighed  Tibs. 
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On  dissection  it  was  discovered  that  the  leaves  o£  the 
herb-tea  which  was  served  out  to  our  people,  had  been 
the  cause  of  its  frequent  visits  alongside. 

The  coldness  of  the  weather  proved  no  bar  to  the 
performance  of  a  play  at  the  appointed  time.  If  it 
amused  the  seamen,  our  purposes  were  answered,  but 
it  was  a  cruel  task  for  the  performers.  In  our  green- 
room, which  was  as  much  warmed  as  any  other  part 
of  the  theatre,  the  thermometer  stood  at  16^,  and 
on  a  table  which  was  placed  over  a  stove,  and  about 
six  inches  above  it,  the  cofEse  froze  in  the  cups.  For 
my  sins  I  was  obliged  to  be  dressed  in  the  height  of 
the  fashion,  as  Dick  Dowlass,  in  the  ''  Heir  at  Law^* 
and  went  through  the  last  scene  of  the  play  with  two 
of  my  fingers  frost-bitten !  Let  those  who  have  wit- 
nessed and  admired  the  performances  of  a  Young, 
answer  if  he  could  possibly  have  stood  so  cold  a 
reception. 

About  this  time  we  discovered  that  much  <tf  our 
wine  was  frozen,  and  Captain  Parry  sent  a  bottle  of 
port  for  my  inspection :  it  was  congealed  in  thin  pink 
laminae,  which  lay  loosely,  and  occupied  the  whole 
length  of  the  bottle.  The  ice  was  almost  tasteless ; 
but,  if  any  thing,  of  a  sweet  flavour.  White  wine, 
on  the  contrary,  froze  into  a  solid  and  perfectly 
transparent  mass  resembling  amber. 

The  tracks  of  a  small  animal  had  been  for  two  or 
three  days  found  on  the  snow  piled  against  the  stem, 
and  on  this  morning  he  jumped  from  out  a  heap  of 
small  sails  stowed  abafl.    Those  who  saw  the  crea- 
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re  had  so  inanjr  different  opinions  of  its  sise  and 
lonr,  that  no  rational  conjectures  could  be  ibrmed 
its  nature ;  most  voices,  however,  declared  it  to  be 
>wn.     In  the  night  my  servant  caught  it  in  a  small 
p  placed  on  deck ;  and  on  examining  our  captive, 
o !  'twas  white,"  and  a  very  beautiful  ermine.     I 
1  soon  a  convenient  cage  made  for  perhi^  the 
It  of  these  animals,  which  was  ever  caught  on  board 
ihip  400  yards  from  the  land.     He  was  a  fierce 
3e  fellow,  and  the  instant  he  obtained  daylight  in 
tiew  dwelling,  he  flew  at  the  bars,  and  shook  them 
;h  the  greatest  fury,  uttering  a  very  shrill  passionate 
',  and  emitting  the  strong  musky  smell  which  I  for- 
rly  noticed.     No  threats  or  teasing  could  induce 
s  to  retire  to  the  sleeping-place,  and  whenever  he 
[  so  of  his  own  accord,  the  slightest  rubbing  on  the 
8  was  suflScient  to  bring  him  out  to  the  attack  of 
tormentors.     He  soon  took  food  from  the  hand^ 
;  not  until  he  had  first  used  every  exertion  to  reach 
I  bite  the  fingers  which  conveyed  it.  This  boldness 
"e  me  great  hopes  of  being  able  to  keep  my  little 
ftive  alive  through  the  winter,  but  he  was  killed  by 
accident  in  a  few  days. 

>n  the  22nd  our  usual  theatricals  took  place, 
nperature  in  the  air  22®  below  zero,  but  not  much 
,  in  consequence  of  the  calmness  of  the  ni^t. 
rhe  cold  having  been  gradually  increasing,  we 
ected  that  the  ice  to  the  eastward  would  soon  be 
:e  stationary ;  but  on  this  day,  to  our  surjjmse, 
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it  became  detaclied  across  the  tnouth  of  our  litde 
bay,  so  that  we  had  open  water  at  350  yards  astern 
of  die  ships. 

A  whale  was  seen  to  the  southward,  at  a  great 
distance,  and  seals  and  dovekies  near  the  shore. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th,  just  before  c^hurch, 
our  carpenter  came  on  board  from  a  walk  round  the 
S.  £•  point,  and  reported  having  seen  a  bear  in  that 
direction,  at  the  distance  of  500  yards  from  liim, 
and  advancing  along  a  young  field  of  ice  to  the  j^aiee 
on  which  he  stood.  The  weather  being  squally,  a 
most  fortunate  shower  of  snow,  assisted  by  the  frost 
smoke,  hid  Brum  for  a  few  moments,  during  which 
Mr.  Pulfer  very  wisely  made  his  retreat,  fearing  that 
the  next  clear  moment  might  show  the  stranger  at  a 
less  agreeable  distance.  This  being  the  second  bear 
we  had  seen  since  the  setting  in  of  the  cold,  aflfords 
a  most  interesting  proof  that  these  animals  do  not, 
in  «U  cases,  remain  in  a  torpid  state  during  the 
mnter.  Indeed  such  stories  of  their  sleeping,  aa  I 
have  met  with,  seem  so  ill  attested,  that  I  doubt  the 
truth  of  them,  at  least  as  far  as  respects  the  Polar 
bear,  an  animal  from  which  naturalists  have  ever 
been  too  far  removed  to  allow  of  their  ^ving  an 
opinion  about  it.  The  brown,  or  North  American 
bear,  may  perhaps  be  different  from  the  white  one,  as 
it  varies  so  much  from  it  in  habits.  The  thermometer 
was  at  this  time  35^  below  zero,  yet  the  animal  above* 
meQtioned  was  evidently  deriving  his  subsistence 


AARIVAL  OF  ESKIMAUX.  109 

from  the  sea,  in  which  we  observed,  almost  daily, 
some  seals  to  make  their  appearance.  These  crea- 
^  tures  form  the  principal  food  of  bears  in  the  summer 
season.  In  the  winter,  all  animals  in  this  coantri^ 
must  suffer  great  privations.  As  a  proof  of  what 
foxes  will  eat  to  satisfy  hunger,  I  may  mention 
having  examined  the  stomach  of  one  which.contained 
a  mass  of  rope  yams  and  line,  of  the  size  of  the 
doubled  fist ;  amongst  which  some  pieces  of  sinnet  or 
]^ted  stuff,  were  above  six  inches  in  length ! 


ARRIVAL  OF  THE  ESKIMAUX. 

An  unexpected  and  most  welcome  break  in  the 
tedium  of  our  winter's  confinement  was  announced 
on  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  February,  by  a  cry  of 
Eskimaux !  Eskimaux  !  from  some  of  our  people,  who 
were  taking  their  solitary  diurnal  walk  on  deck,  and 
we  saw  a  large  troop  of  strangers  coming  over  the 
ice  from  the  westward,  and  occasionally  heard  them 
set  up  a  loud  shout. 

I  accompanied  Captain  Parry  to  meet  them,^  our 
party  consisting  of  six  ;  we  walked  behind  each  other 
in  order  to  make  our  number  appear  small,  lest  the 
natives  should  be  alarmed  ;  and  soon  saw  them  make 
a  halt  and  form  into  a  line,  in  which  position  they 
stood  until  we  joined  them.  They  were  all  unarmed, 
and  silently  saluted  us  by  stroking  their  breasts, 
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which  we  did  not  fail  to  imitate.  The  party  eoi 
siflted  of  twenty-one  men,  two  very  old  women,  an^ 
two  children ;  one  man  was  ao  aged  and  weak,  a^ 
to  be  obliged  to  support  himself  on  a  staff,  and  ^ 
lei^h,  from  weariness,  sat  down  with  an  old  woman^ 
his  wife,  on  the  ice.  We  distributed  beads  anci 
trinkets  to  all,  but  our  presents  were  received  with 
io  vacant  a  stare,  that  it  was  plain  the  donors  excited 
more  wonder^^ian  their  gifts.  As  the  strangers  had 
brought  several  skins  and  blades  of  whalebone,  we 
bartered  for  these  and  their  ivory  knives,  which  soon 
conquered  their  fears,  and  we  all  became  very  good 
friends.  On  a  jacket  being  purchased,  we  found  a 
piece  of  European  worsted  lace  within  it,  and  soon 
observed  that  several  men  wore  a  small  bracelet  of 
beads,  which  circumstances  excited  great  interest, 
as  showi^  that  by  some  means  or  other,  they  must 
have  been  received  from  our  factories.  We  gladly  ac- 
cepted an  invitation  to  the  huts,  and  at  the  desire  of 
the  natives  we  preceded  them  in  the  path,  but  for  what 
reason  I  know  not.  A  walk  of  two  miles  brought 
us  to  the  huts,  situated  on  a  shelving  beach,  which 
commanded  a  full  view  of  the  ships,  from  whence  we 
must  have  easily  seen  the  Eskimaux,  had  they  arrived 
prior  to  the  preceding  evening. 

Some  men  now  ran  before  us  to  apprise  the  in- 
mates of  our  arrival,  and  we  were  then  led  into  the 
first  dwellii^,  where  we  found  six  families  ailendy 
awaiting  our  visit,  the  women  and  children  sitting 
with  their  1^  doubled  under  them,  behind  the  men. 
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ho  sat  on  the  edge  of  their  sleeping-places.  A 
istribution  of  ornaments  being  made  to  the  ladies, 
'6  were  soon  established  on  a  good  footing,  and  Ti- 
lted each  hut  in  its  turn.  Our  astonishment  was 
inbounded,  when,  after  creeping  through  some  long 
DW  passages  of  snow,  to  enter  the  diiOTerent  dwellings, 
re  found  ourselves  in  a  cluster  of  dome-shaped  edi- 
ices,  entirely  constructed  of  snow,  which,  from  their 
■eecnt  erection,  had  not  been  sullied  by  the  smoke 
if  the  numerous  kmps  that  were  burning,  bat  ad- 
mitted the  light  in  most  delicate  hoes  of  rtrdigm 
gieen  and  blue,  according  to  the  thiduieM  of  the 
dab  through  which  it  passed.  The  natires  were  evi- 
dently in  their  best  apparel,  and  made  a  very  scat 
ippeinnce ;  the  dailmev  of  their  det^r-skin  dmaea 
afibidmg  a  strong  contrast  to  the  bniiiaocy  of  tlMJr 
habitations.  To  attempt  giving  a  detcrijAioD  of  all 
We  aw  in  one  visit  would  be  nd.:^o:;.i ;  ivfEoe  k  v» 
say,  we  were  much  pleased,  ^z.  i  c^jirzLA^  on  upssiC- 
ing  the  ensuing  day  with  our  zjir^  rr/er^Ci,  off  aiagvi 
about  fifty  persons  of  both  ^sfzH"^  k£^rj,'jK:jt^  la  ui 
board,  and  we  were  now  as  ikz:,^^  »  vjc 
•lices.  As  we  walked  I  a.--iLsr.^i  .-  t-vg^rtr  -j^  -^ 
lome  songs  and  chc^oaes,  asiC  :r.^  TJi  cum 
ip^use,  in  such  diitie*  espec-a..  j  «  '.^ni-sufii^  ;-. 
"Tol  de  riddle  loil/'  -"iixi  L^ier  £&>«  v,-  *xvr-t 
'  Wd  screams  of  adinirat::!-  \:A  \  -^ir.  i^^u  \i  -13:7- 
\  ing.    Our  harmony  *r  jr^r:^  «:--.».v^.  --•>  vzziff^'^  | 


rfthe  ladies,  three  o!  »v.c:^    ifv 

their  appeannet,  wh.-;:-.  --tj  -iir.  -.r  «,  i*-  "^' 
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commenced  an  extraordinary  and  moit  monotono 
ditty,  in  which  we  joined.     Dancing  was  occaaioi 
introduced  as  a  change  of  amusement,  and  in 
manner  we  arrived  most  merrily  on  board.  | 

The  strangers  walked  in  a  quiet  and  orderly  man-j 
ner  about  the  upper  deck,  but  could  not  avoid  occa-j 
sionally  giving  vent  to  their  admiration,  by  thorn 
indescribable  screams  which  had  already  so  mudi 
amused  us.     Order,  however,  did  not  long  continue 
for  the  natives  met  our  seamen  more  than  half-way 
in  frolic ;  and  in  a  short  time,  with  the  asaistance  of 
a  fiddle  and  drum,  every  1^  was  in  motion,  our 
people  assisting,  in  no  slight  d^ree,  in  the  generd 
shouting  and  yells.     Our  music  attracted  the  Vurft 
proportion  of  visitors,  and  we  soon  had  the  ship  fiilL 
Some  old  women  sang  to  diffisrent  groups  whicli 
assembled  round  them,  and  others  danced,  or  rather 
jumped,  with  so  much  spirit,  as  to  bathe  themselves 
in  perspiration. 

An  old  man,  whose  appearance  was  much  in  his 
favour,  accompanied  me  to  my  cabin,  where  he  be- 
haved with  great  decorum,  and  neither  asked  finr 
nor  expected  a  present.  A  small  hand-organ  af- 
forded him  a  very  great  treat,  and  he  liataaed  to  H 
with  such  an  expression  of  pleasure  on  hia  counte- 
nance,  as  would  be  shown  by  a  lover  of  music  on 
hearing  the  performance  of  an  orchestra  ;  breathing 
gently,  making  no  noise,  and  unconsciously  opening 
his  mouth.  A  musical  snuff-box  succeeded  this  in- 
strument, and  underwent  a  very  strict  examimtiop  ; 
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"duriiig  which,  my  visitor  repeatedly  uttered  a  faint 
but  highly  expressive  cry  of  pleasure.  Drawings  of 
the  Eskimaux,  in  Hudson's  Strait,  surprised  him 
much,  but  he  immediately  understood  thetti,  and 
pointed  out  many  parts  of  their  dress  which  differed 
from  that  of  his  own  tribe. 

The  sketch  of  a  bear  we  had  killed  in  the  summer 
was  hailed  by  a  loud  outcry,  and  he  instantly  un- 
covered his  arm  to  show  three  very  extensive  wounds 
made  by  one  of  these  animals,  which  he  had  killed. 
The  name  of  my  new  acquaintance  was  **  Nak-k&- 
khloo,''  or  **  Bladder,''  but  this  was  soon  changed  by 
our  people  to  that  of  *^  Kettle,"  in  consequence  of 
my  having  given  him  a  brass  one. 

The  sailors  very  soon  discovered  that  the  natives 
could  db  **  any  thing  in  the  world,"  and  amongst 
other  accomplishments  were  convinced  that  they 
could  chew  tobacco ;  but  when  I  saw  several  of  them 
swallowing  very  large  pieces  of  it,  I  thought  proper 
to  put  a  stop  to  so  cruel  a  joke*.  They  all  endea- 
voured to  smoke,  but  none  succeeded  in  drinking 
gr^  except  a  poor  old  woman,  who  was  very  thirsty 
in  consequence  of  having  danced  and  sung  without  in- 
termisdon,  for  above  two  hours.     Bread  was  well  re- 


*  Tliis  reminded  me  of  the  alann  created  by  a  similar  frolic  of 
Cook*8  people^  at  the  Sandwich  Islands.  The  sufferer  there 
fitncied  himself  poisoned.  As  for  the  Eshimaux,  I  could  not 
leam^  on  the  following  day,  that  the  tobacco  had  caused  any  un- 
plnftant  feelings  to  their  well-oiled  stomachs. 
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ceived,  and  a  mess  of  train-oil  and  bread-dnst  was 
mixed  up  in  a  tin-pot  for  one  very  hungry  man,  who 
scooped  it  up  with  the  tip  of  his  tongue :  not  being 
greedy,  however,  he  called  his  wife  and  daughter, 
when  they,  with  the  same  instruments,  assisted  him 
very  readily,  each  taking  a  lick  in  turn.  The  grog- 
drinking  old  woman  was  treated  with  the  half  of  a 
frozen  and  uncleaned  fox,  which  she  greedily  at- 
tacked, thawing  it  by  repeated  licking  and  sucking 
with  her  tongue.  During  the  stay  of  the  Eskimaux, 
persons  wese  stationed  to  watch  that  they  stole  no- 
thing, but  never  were  such  precautions  less  necessary, 
the  most  perfect  and  natural  honesty  being  evident 
in  all  their  actions.  As  yet  the  word  PiUe-tay  (give 
me)  had  not  been  heard,  and  whatever  presents  were 
made,  met  with  a  grateful  reception,  and  the  accus^ 
tomed  licking  with  the  tongue. 

Soon  after  the  Eskimaux  had  appeared  in  the  fore- 
noon, a  pack  of  thirteen  wolves  (the  first  we  had  yet 
seen)  passed  astern  of  the  ships,  and  went  round  the 
S.  E.  point :  at  night  they  came  alongside  several 
times,  and  were  repeatedly  fired  at,  but  without 
effect.  From  this  being  their  first  visit,  it  would 
appear  that  they  had  followed  the  Eskimaux,  and 
were,  in  some  measure,  dependent  on  them  for  sub- 
sistence. I  had  on  this  day  purchased  the  skin  of 
•   one,  which  appeared  as  if  very  recently  killed. 

At  an  early  hour  on  the  2nd,  I  accompanied 
Captain  Parry  and  several  officers  to  pass  the  day  at 
the  huts  ;  on  nearing  which,  we  observed  all  the  male 
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inhabitants  to  come  out  and  range  themselves  in  a 
line  to  receive  us,  stroking  their  breasts,  and  bidding 
us  welcome  as  at  tne  first  interview.  Each  then 
retired  to  his  proper  dwelling  in  order  to  receive  our 
visits,  with  the  same  quiet  and  respectful  compliments 
as  on  the  preceding  day. 

We  now  found  that  the  beautiful  transparent  ap- 
pearance of  the  interior  of  the  huts  had  almost  ceased^ 
the  purity  of  the  snow  being  much  darkened  by  the 
smoke  and  breath  which  had  congealed  on  it  during 
the  night ;  there  still,  however,  continued  to  be  so 
clear  a  light,  that  the  finest  work  could  be  done  by 
it  without  straining  the  eyes.  There  were  five  clus» 
ters  of  huts,  some  having  one,  some  two,  and  others 
three  domes,  in  which  thirteen  families  lived,  each 
occupying  a  dome  or  one  side  of  it,  according  to  their 
strength.  The  whole  number  of  people  were  21  men, 
25  women,  and  1 8  children,  making  a  total  of  64« 

The  entrance  to  the  dwellings  was  by  a  hole  about 
a  yard  in  diameter,  which  led  through  a  low-arched 
passage  of  sufficient  breadth  for  two  to  pass  in  a  stoop« 
ing  posture,  and  about  16  feet  in  length;  another  hole 
then  presented  itself,  and  led  through  a  similarly 
shaped,  but  shorter  passage,  having  at  its  termination 
a  round  opening,  about  two  feet  across.  Up  this 
hole  we  crept  one  step,  and  found  ourselves  in  a  dome 
about  seven  feet  in  height,  and  as  many  in  diameter^ 
from  whence  the  thi*ee  dwelling-places,  with  arched 
roofs,  were  entered.  It  must  be  observed  that  this 
is  the  description  of  a  large  hut,  the  smaller  ones 

i2  ..  .    . 
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containing  one  or  two  families,  having  the  domes 
somewhat  differently  arranged. 

Each  dwelling  might  be  averaged  at  14  or  16  feet 
in  diameter  by  6  or  7  in  height,  but  as  snow  alone 
was  used  in  their  construction,  and  was  always  at 
hand,  it  might  be  supposed  that  there  was  no  particu- 
lar size,  that  being  of  course  at  the  option  of  the 
builder.  The  laying  of  the  arch  was  performed  in 
such  a  manner  as  would  have  satisfied  the  most  regular 
artist,  the  key-piece  on  the  top  being  a  large  square 
slab.  The  blocks  of  snow  used  in  the  buildings  were 
from  four  to  six  inches  in  thickness,  and  about  a 
couple  of  feet  in  length,  carefully  pared  with  a  large 
knife.  Where  two  families  occupied  a  dome,  a  seat 
was  raised  on  either  side,  two  feet  in  height.  These 
raised  places  were  used  as  beds,  and  covered  in  the 
first  place  with  whalebone,  sprigs  of  andromeda,  or 
pieces  of  seals'  skin,  over  these  were  spread  deer 
pelts  and  deer  skin  clothes,  which  had  a  very  warm 
appearance.  The  pelts  were  used  as  blankets,  and 
many  of  them  had  ornamental  fringes  of  leather 
sewed  round  their  edges. 

Each  dwelling-place  was  illumined  by  a  broad  piece 
of  transparent  fresh  water  ice,  of  about  two  feet  in 
diameter,  which  formed  part  of  the  roof,  and  was 
placed  over  the  door.  These  windows  gave  a  most 
pleasing  light,  free  from  glare,  and  something  like 
that  which  is  thrown  through  ground  glass.  We 
soon  learned  that  the  building  of  a  house  was  but  the 
work  of  an  hour  or  two,  and  that  a  couple  of  men. 
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one  to  cut  the  slabs  and  the  other  to  lay  them,  were 
labourers  sufficient. 

For  the  support  of  the  lamps  and  cooking  appa- 
ratus, a  mound  of  snow  is  erected  for  each  family ; 
and  when  the  master  has  two  wives,  or  a  mother,  both 
have  an  independent  place,  one  at  each  end  of  the 
bench. 

I  find  it  impossible  to  attempt  describing  every 
thing  at  a  second  visit,  and  shall  therefore  only  give 
an  account  of  those  articles  of  furniture,  which  must 
be  always  the  same,  and  with  which,  in  five  minutes, 
any  one  might  be  acquainted.  A  frame,  composed 
of  two  or  three  broken  fishing- spears,  supported  in 
the  first  place,  a  large  hoop  of  wood  or  bone,  across 
which  an  open  meshed  and  ill-made  net  was  spread 
or  worked,  for  the  reception  of  wet  or  damp  clothes, 
skins,  &c.  which  could  be  dried  by  the  heat  of  the 
lamp.  On  this  contrivance,  the  master  of  each  hut 
placed  his  gloves  on  entering,  first  carefully  clearing 
them  of  snow. 

From  the  frame  above-mentioned,  one  or  more 
coffin-shaped  stone  pots  were  suspended  over  lamps  of 
the  same  material,  crescent-shaped,  and  having  a  ridge 
extending  along  their  back  :  the  bowl  part  was  filled 
with  blubber  ^  and  the  oil  and  wicks  were  ranged  close 
together  along  the  edge.  These  wicks  were  made  of 
moss,  and  trimmed  by  a  piece  of  asbestos,  stone,  or 
wood :  near  at  hand  a  large  bunch  of  moss  was  hang- 
ing for  a  future  supply.     The  lamps  were  supported 
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by  sticks,  bones,  or  pieces  of  horn,  at  a  sufficient  height 
to  admit  an  oval  pot  of  wood  or  whalebone  beneath, 
in  order  to  catch  any  oil  that  might  drop  from  them. 
The  lamps  varied  considerably  in  size,  from  two  feet 
to  six  inches  in  length,  and  the  pots  were  equally  irre- 
gular, holding  from  two  or  three  gallons  to  half  a  pint. 
Although  I  have  mentioned  a  kind  of  scaflPolding, 
these  people  did  not  all  possess  so  grand  an  establish- 
ment, many  being  contented  to  suspend  their  pot  to 
a  piece  of  bone  stuck  in  the  wall  of  the  hut.  One 
young  woman  was  quite  a  caricature  in  this  way  ;  she 
was  the  inferior  wife  of  a  young  man,  whose  senior 
lady  was  of  a  large  size,  and  had  a  corresponding  lamp, 
&c.  at  one  comer,  while  she  herself  being  short  and 
fat,  had  a  lamp  the  size  of  half  a  dessert  plate,  and  a 
pot  which  held  a  pint  only. 

Almost  every  family  was  possessed  of  a  large 
wooden  tray,  resembling  those  used  by  butchers  in 
England  ^  its  offices,  however,  as  we  soon  perceived, 
were  more  various,  some  containing  raw  flesh  of  seals 
and  blubber,  and  others,  skins  which  were  steeping  in 
urine.  A  quantity  of  variously  sized  bowls  of  whale- 
bone, wood,  or  skin,  completed  the  list  of  vessels, 
and  it  was  evident  that  they  were  made  to  contain 
any  thing. 

The  first  specimen  we  had  of  the  indifference  of 
the  Eskimaux,  as  to  what  they  put  into  their  mouths, 
was  in  consequence  of  Captain  Parry's  purchasing  a 
lamp  at  the  time  it  was  burning.  The  woman  who 
sold  it  instantly  extinguished  the  light,  and  vigor- 
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ously  commenced  cleaning  the  lamp,  which  contained 
as  much  soot  as  oil,  by  scraping  it  with  her  fingers, 
which,  with  their  load  of  sweets,  she  conveyed  rapidly 
to  her  mouth.  The  tongue  finished  the  operation  ; 
the  lamp  was  licked  perfectly  clean,  while  in  return 
it  covered  her  face  with  soot,  and  caused  us  all  a 
laugh  at  her  uncouth  figure,  in  which  she  joined 
most  heartily. 

In  Kettle's  hut  we  met  with  a  most  graceful  re- 
ception from  his  wife,  Oom-gna,  who  presented  each 
of  us  with  a  piece  of  rein-deer  fat  as  a  compliment. 
I  ate  my  morsel,  and  found  it  sweet  and  good. 

While  examining  the  interior  of  the  huts,  we 
found  many  opportunities  of  establishing  ourselves 
in  the  favour  of  the  Eskimaux  by  attentions  to  their 
children,  whose  first  appearance  gave  me  a  most  fa- 
vourable idea  of  their  quiet  and  unobtrusive  manners, 
and  I  never  afterwards  had  occasion  to  alter  my  opi- 
nion of  them.  I  could  not  look  on  these  modest 
little  savages,  without  being  obliged  to  draw  com- 
parisons rather  disadvantageous  to  many  sweet  little 
spoiled  children  in  England,  and  I  inly  determined, 
should  I  ever  be  blessed  with  a  family  of  my  own,  to 
tell  them  many  stories  of  these  Indians,  whose  orderly 
behaviour  might  be  an  example  to  them.  Of  the 
outward  garb  of  my  young  friends  I  cannot  say  much, 
for  they  were  as  dirty  as  human  creatures  could  pos- 
sibly be ;  their  large  dresses,  which  I  shall  at  some 
future  page  describe,  giving  them  when  their  faces 
were  hidden,  the  appearance  of  young  bears,  wolves. 


mo  ESKIMAUX  NURSING. 

seals,  and  puppy  d(^8  :  they  were,  however,  the  pio 
ture  of  health,  rosy,  fat,  and  strong,  with  the  finest 
black  eyes  imaginable,  and  a  profusion  of  long  jetty 
hair. 

The  faces  of  the  young  women  would,  if  cleaner, 
have  been  considered  pleasing,  notwithstanding  the 
great  breadth  of  their  features,  for  they  had  a  fine 
rosy  colour  with  brilliant  and  expressive  eyes.  AU 
the  females,  while  we  were  present,  repeatedly  uttered 
a  kind  of  grunt,  which  I  at  length  discovered  to  be  a 
sign  of  great  satisfaction.  We  observed  a  boy,  of  at 
least  four  years  of  age,  walk  up  to  his  mother  and 
ask  for  the  breast,  which  she  immediately  presented 
to  him,  at  the  same  time  squeezing  the  milk  into  his 
mouth  with  both  her  hands. 

Attention  to  the  comforts  of  the  children  was  evi- 
dent in  every  action  of  the  mother ;  yet,  whatever 
romantic  ideas  I  might  have  formed  about  nursing 
in  England,  I  could  not  here  conjure  up  any  very  sen- 
timental  fancies,  the  babes  being  kept  naked  against 
their  parents'  bare  back,  which,  it  might  be  conceived, 
did  not  much  improve  the  naturally  dirty  appearance 
of  the  latter.  But  I  dare  not,  and  indeed  have  no 
wish,  to  proceed  farther  on  a  subject  which  would 
disgust  those  I  am  striving  to  amuse. 

Scarcely  any  ornaments  were  worn,  or  possessed, 
by  the  women,  except  a  small  bracelet  of  beads,  so 
that  they  received  our  looking-glasses  and  trinkets 
with  raptures,  which  showed  that  they  were  as  much 
delighted  with  innocent  finery  as  the  fair  sex  in  a 
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tier  country.  When  I  say  they  have  few  ornaments, 
tm  in  error,  for  I  ought  to  mention  the  Kak-keen 
r  tattoe)  with  which  they  are  covered,  not  excepting 
B  thighs  and  breasts.  The  patterns  vary  a  little, 
t  their  position  is  always  the  same.     To  describe 
eir  arrangement,  I  should  have  ventured  to  give  a 
awing  of  a  female  figure  in  the  frontispiece,  and 
ve  painted  the  ornaments  en  place,   had    I   not 
ought  the  introduction  of  a  naked  lady  not  quite 
rrect ;  besides  which,  whatever  may  have  been  said 
the  looseness  of  the  manners  of  the  women,  I  am 
nfident  none  would  have  consented  to  the  exhibi- 
m  of  more  than  one  limb  at  a  time. 
My  curiosity  determined  me  on  seeing  how  the 
ikeen  was  performed,  and  I  accordingly  put  my- 
If  into  the   hands  of  Mrs.  Kettle,  whom  I  had 
Lopted  as  my  Amama,  or  mother.  Having  furnished 
iT  with  a  fine  needle,  she  tore  with  her  teeth  a  thread 
P  a  deer's  sinew,  and  thus  prepared  the  sewing  appa- 
tus :  she  then,  without  a  possibility  of  darkening 
IT  hands  beyond  their  standard  colour,  passed  her 
igers   under  the   bottom  of  the  stone  pot,  from 
hence  she  collected  a  quantity  of  soot ;  with  this, 
kgether  with  a  little  oil,  and  much  saliva,  she  soon 
ade  a  good  mixture,  and  taking  a  small  piece  of 
halebone  well  blackened,  she  then  drew  a  variety  of 
rares  about  my  arm,  differing,  as  I  easily  saw,  from 
lose  with  which  she  herself  was  marked ;  and  calling 
3r  housemates,  they  all  enjoyed  a  good  laugh  at  the 
gures,  which  perhaps  conveyed  some  meaning  I  could 
jt  fathom. 
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I  had,  however,  only  determined  on  a  few  stitches, 
so  that  her  trouble  was  in  some  measure  thrown  away. 
She  commenced  her  work  by  blackening  the  thread 
with  soot,  and  taking  a  pretty  deep  but  short  stitch 
in  my  skin,  carefully  pressing  her  thumb  on  the 
wound  as  the  thread  passed  through  it,  and  beginning 
each  stitch  at  the  place  where  the  last  had  ceased. 
My  flesh  being  tough,  she  got  on  but  slowly,  and 
having  broken  one  needle  in  trying  to  force  it 
through,  I  thought  fit,  when  she  had  completed  forty 
stitches,  or  about  two  inches,  to  allow  her  to  desist : 
then  rubbing  the  part  with  oil,  in  order  to  staunch  a 
little  blood  which  appeared,  she  finished  the  operation. 
I  could  now  form  an  idea  of  the  price  paid  by  the 
Eskimaux  females  for  their  embellishments,  which  for 
a  time  occasion  a  slight  inflammation  and  some  degree 
of  pain.  The  colour  which  the  kakeen  assumes  when 
the  skin  heals,  is  of  the  same  light  blue  as  we  see  on 
the  marked  arms  of  seamen. 

Such  general  good  humour  and  merriment  reigned 
in  every  hut,  that  observing  but  one  sad  face,  that  of  a 
young  woman,  I  was  led  to  inquire  by  signs  the  cause 
of  it,  and  found  that  it  was  occasioned  by  her  suf- 
fering from  a  complaint  in  the  chest,  and  from  grief 
at  having  lost  her  infant ;  yet  this  poor  creature  always 
brightened  up  on  being  spoken  to,  and  endeavoured 
to  look  as  happy  as  her  companions.  During  our 
visit  we  had  not  omitted  to  purchase  little  toys  and 
trifles  which  were  new  to  us,  and  in  all  the  traffic  it 
was  observable  that  the  husbands  and  wives  consulted 
ipach   other   on   any  bargains   of  importance.     We 


HONESTY.  19S 

easily  effected  the  purchase  of  bows  and  arrows  which 
had  stone  heads»  and  observed  that  some  of  the  bows 
were  made  of  the  split  horn  of  deer,  strengthened  by 
the  usual  assemblage  of  sinews  along  the  back. 

In  every  family  we  found  proofs  of  some  inter- 
course having  existed  with  Europeans,  although  ap- 
parently through  an  intermediate  channel ;  knives, 
tools,  two  large  copper  kettles,  and  beads  having  been 
met  with ;  amongst  the  tools  were  some  women's 
knives,  mounted  by  Europeans :  one  had  the  names 
of  Wild  and  Sorby,  and  another  that  of  Potter,  while 
several  had  initials  stamped  on  them  in  Roman 
letters. 

We  were  all  in  admiration  of  the  honesty  of  the 
natives,  who  would  not  even  appropriate  a  bead 
dropped  by  accident,  without  permission,  even  al. 
though  novelty  and  opportunity  might  have  been 
offered  as  an  excuse  for  them. 

To  convince  myself  more  fully  of  their  possessing 
this  noble  virtue,  I  left  knives,  scissars,  looking- 
glasses,  and,  in  fact,  my  whold  stock  in  trade  on  the 
bed-place  in  Kettle's  hut,  from  whence  I  absented 
myself  for  a  considerable  time,  leaving  above  a  dozen 
natives  behind  me.  On  my  return  I  found  my  goods 
carefully  covered  with  a  skin,  and  unmoved  from  the 
spot  on  which  I  had  placed  them. 

From  some  of  the  officers  I  learnt  that  various 
articles  which  they  had  accidentally  dropt,  or  left 
behind,  were  brought  by  those  who  found  them, 
holding  the  objects  up,  as  if  inquiring  for  their  proper 
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owners.  Several  Eskimaux,  while  standing  outside 
the  huts,  received  trifling  presents,  such  as  a  needle 
or  button,  and  in  almost  every  instance,  returned 
soon  after  to  offer  a  pair  of  mittens,  a  skin,  an  ivory 
ornament,  or  some  other  exchange,  which  they 
thought  would  prove  acceptable.  While  sitting  at 
home  the  natives  appeared  greatly  to  feel  the  cold, 
and  indeed  the  warmest  dwelling  only  rose  the 
thermometer  to  5**  above  the  freezing  point.  In 
consequence  of  this  comfortless  temperature,  both 
sexes  had  a  custom,  which  I  afterwards  found  to  be 
very  general,  of  withdrawing  their  arms  from  the 
loose  sleeves  of  their  jackets,  and  crossing  them 
against  the  naked  breast.  I  have  before  mentioned  the 
snug  place  in  which  the  naked  infants  are  deposited, 
and  where  they  lie  very  warm ;  but  I  was  amazed, 
in  two  or  three  instances,  to  see  these  little  creatures 
sitting  with  half  their  bodies  exposed  to  a  tempera- 
ture of  32"*  below  zero,  for  at  least  ten  minutes, 
while  their  mothers  were  outside  the  huts,  and  this 
without  any  injury  to  their  tender  skin ;  while  we  full- 
grown  Europeans,  with  all  our  precautions,  were  fre- 
quently frost-bitten  in  half  the  time.  In  these  cases 
the  Eskimaux  have  a  very  effectual  way  of  restoring 
the  circulation,  which  is  by  laying  a  warm  hand  on 
the  place  affected.  We,  on  the  contrary,  had  always 
been  accustomed  to  rub  the  spot  with  snow,  which  fre- 
quently caused  irritation,  and  left  the  part  so  tender 
as  to  render  it  extremely  susceptible  of  other  attacks. 
As  we  dined  in  one  of  the  huts,  the  natives  of  course 
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partook  of  some  of  our  food,  which  they  approved 
very  much;  but  in  no. one  instance  did  they  beg 
for  any,  though  their  own  stock  of  provisions  seemed 
but  scanty,  and  in  fact,  very  few  of  the  people  took 
a  fiill  meal  while  we  were  with  them.     What  they 
did  eat  was  in  as  many  instances  raw  as  boiled,  and 
both  food  and  utensils  were  so  indescribably  filthy 
and  oily,  that  the  stomachs  of  many  of  our  party 
were  quite  turned.    I  however  had  fortunately  served 
a   kind    of  apprenticeship    to   bad  and  unsavoury 
food,  and  therefore  managed  better.     My  friends, 
the    Arabs,    were   frequently   brought   to   my   re- 
membrance by  the  repeated  and  satisfactory  eructa- 
tions  of  both   sexes.     As  almost  every  digestible 
substance  is  eaten  by  Eskimaux,  it  can  scarcely  be 
supposed  that  their  dogs  were  in  very  good  case,  and 
in  fact,  the  poor  lean  creatures  prowled  about  the 
huts  in   a  most  dejected  manner.     The  system  of 
starvation  seemed  to  have  the  effect  of  making  these 
animals  particularly  docile  at  this  period,  which  we 
were  not  sorry  for,  as;  they  had  most  terrific  tusks. 
To  prevent  them  from  straying  to  any  distance,  it 
was  customary  to  tie  one  of  the  fore  legs  up  to  the 
neck,  so  that  an  attempt  to  run  immediately  threw 
the  animal  down.     Some  which  appeared  wild  and 
shy  were  tethered  by  their  sledge  harness  to  a  stone 
or  piece  of  ice.     The  younger  branches  of  the  dog 
family  were  well  taken  care  of,  and  there  were  two 
or  three  litters  with  their  mothers  lying  in  the  beds  of 
their  masters. 
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We  returned  on  board  at  dusk,  highly  delisted 
with  our  visit,  and  inclined  to  think  most  favourably 
of  our  new  acquaintances. 

A  wolf  was  shot  during  the  night  by  two  of  tbe 
Fury's  officers.  It  was  a  male,  and  very  large,  yet  so 
miserably  thin,  as  to  weigh  only  68  lbs.  » 

Some  officers  who  visited  the  huts  on  the  Sd,  had 
the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  return  of  the  hunters, 
who  had  been  sealing  on  the  ice,  bringing  in  four 
seals  which  they  had  procured.  Amongst  some 
fresh  instances  of  honesty,  I  heard  of  one  man  bring- 
ing a  dog  which  had  been  sold,  and  which  afterwards 
escaped  home,  to  the  person  who  purchased  it,  and 
who  could  not  have  known  it  agajn  amongst  the 
great  number  of  others  of  the  same  colour.  Two 
men,  also,  were  observed  struggling  for  an  ornament 
which  had  been  dropped,  but  it  was  soon  seen  to  be 
a  dispute  as  to  which  should  bring  it  to  the  proper 
owner. 

Twelve  wolves  were  lying  in  wait  between  the  huts 
and  the  ships,  for  any  Eskimaux  dogs  which  should 
pass,  and  we  saw  one  unfortunate  animal  very  nar- 
nowly  escape  from  them.  On  the  4th9  I  again 
went  to  the  huts  with  a  party :  we  met  with  some 
young  men  on  the  way,  who  were  coming  to  the 
ships,  but  they  turned  back  with  us.  In  order  to 
amuse  us,  they  shot  occasionally  at  any  lump  of  ice 
which  lay  in  their  way,  with  a  small  bow  which  was 
made  for  the  market.  As  they  seldom  hit  their 
mark,  I  held  up  my  leg  in  derision,  as  a  butt  to  be 
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duDt  at»  but  I  evidently  saw  that  although  they  affected 
to.  take  a  steady  aim,  they  avoided  hitting  it,  for  fear 
of  hurting  me*  On  entering  the  huts,  we  every  where 
saw  abundant  proofs  of  the  recent  capture  of  seals, 
blubber,  flesh,  blood,  bones,  and  ofial,  lying  in  every 
direction  ;  all  the  lamps  were  well  supplied  with  fat, 
and  every  cooking  pot  was  in  requisition  }  stewing  ex- 
traordinary mixtures  of  meat,  blood,  and  uncleaned 
entrails,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  women ; 
two  of  them,  in  Kettle's  hut,  were  discussing,  with 
great  satisfaction  and  sociability,  a  large  pot  of 
boiled  seal's  blood  and  oil,  which  they  sipped  alter- 
nately one  mouthful  each  until  it  was  finished,  with 
far  greater  zest  than  European  ladies  take  their  tea. 
The  soup  being  drank,  the  younger  damsel  licked 
the  blood  from  her  fingers  with  great  decency  and 
decorum,  after  which  she  scraped  whatever  had 
dropped  on  her  jacket  and  boots  with  a  long  knifi^ 
carefully  cleaning  it  occasionally  with  that  inimitable 
pocket  handkerchief,  the  tongue.  The  elder  lady, 
disdaining  the  frivolity  of  her  companion,  gloried 
in  the  tokens  of  feasting  by  which  she  was  covered, 
and  scorned  to  remove  the  luxurious  blushing  paste 
which  coated  her  face  and  hands.  Both  then 
treated  themselves  to  rather  a  strange  but  very  plen- 
tiful dessert  from  the  heads  of  two  young  children, 
which  underwent  the  strictest  examination;  and 
sueh  luckless  interlopers  as  were  discovered,  soon 
found  a  grave  in  the  mouths  of  the  relentless  hunt- 
resses, who  cracked  them  between  their  teeth  with 
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the  most  evident  satisfaction.  On  pointing  out  the 
woman  whom  I  had  seen  suckling  her  son  on  the 
first  day,  she  repeated  this  little  scene  of  tenderness 
immediately;  but  not  content  with  this  exhibition, 
she  squirted  her  child's  provision  over  us  with  such 
spirit,  as  to  drive  us  out  of  the  hut. 

I  had  employed  a  young  man  named  ?C-y5-kitt,  to 
manufacture  an  eye-shade  for  me.  As  is  curtomaiy 
with  negroes,  he  cut  towards  the  left  hand,  and  nefer 
used  the  thumb  of  the  right,  as  we  do,  for  a  check  to  the 
knife.  A  small  awl  answered  the  purpose  of  a  whetter 
to  him,  and  also  as  a  drill  for  making  hoIes»  in  which 
case  a  bow  and  string  are  used  as  with  us  to  give  the 
rotatory  motion,  and  a  piece  of  wood  or  bone  is  hdd 
between  the  teeth  and  pressed  with  force  on  the  driUi 
to  steady  it.  The  neatness  with  which  holes  are  made 
in  ivory,  is  extraordinary,  considering  the  tools  made 
use  of,  but  above  all,  the  piercing  foxes'  teeth  is  the 
most  amazing,  the  holes  being  scarcely  large  enough 
to  allow  of  a  fine  needle  passing  through  them.  ^ 

AtS-na-ghioo,  a  fine  young  woman,  came  to  the 
hut  while  I  was  in  it,  and  taking  her  little  sister 
out  of  her  mother's  hood,  sat  herself  very  quietly 
down  and  suckled  it.  She  had  lost  her  own  child 
a  short  time  before.  In  coming  back  to  the  ahipSi 
we  met  several  natives  returning  home^  all  of  whom 
held  up  the  different  presents  they  had  received, 
with  signs  of  great  satisfaction.  Near  the  Hedi^ 
we  found  a  woman  and  her  rosy  little  child  on  their 
knees  busily  seeking  some  very  small  beads  which 
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had  been  dropped  on  the  snow  at  our  first  interview 
with  the  natives,  the  spot  having  been  marked  by 
the  erection  pf  a  small  slab  of  snow.  On  our  ap- 
proach she  ceased  her  occupation,  as  if  fearful  that 
we  should  prevent  her ;  but  by  her  looks,  asked  if 
she  might  continue  the  search,  lickii^  at  the  same 
time  one  of  the  beads,  to  show  that  she  would  re- 
ceive them  as  a  present  from  us.  A  small  necklace 
which  I  added  to  her  stock,  made  the  poor  creature 
completely  happy.  In  the  beaten  track  we  passed  a 
tin  canister  containing  a  knife,  some  pieces  of  iron 
hoop,  and  beads,  which  had  been  left  by  the  owner, 
with  the  most  implicit  confidence  in  the  honesty  of 
our  people  and  of  his  own  countrymen.  He  was  in 
the  mean  time  employed  with  a  dozen  others,  in 
turning  up  our  dirt  heap^  from  whence  many  prizes 
of  broken  bottles,  rags,  and  pieces  of  wood  were  very 
gratefully  taken,  Mr.  Hoppner*s  permission  having 
been  obtained  before  they  commenced  their  search. 

On  the  5th  some  of  us  again  visited  the  huts,  and  on 
our  way  were  passed  by  a  wolf,  which  did  not  betray 
any  alarm  at  our  appearance,  but  quietly  walked  on. 

We  found  that  the  men  were  nearly  all  absent  on  a 
sealing  excursion,  and  the  women  busily  occupied  in 
making  shoes,  boots,  and  other  articles  for  the  market ; 
and  now,  for  the  first  time,  we  observed  the  pecu- 
liar manner  in  which  they  use  their  needles;  this 
is,  by  holding  them  betwixt  the  thumb  and  middle 
finger,  while  the  impetus  is  given  by  the  fore-finger, 
well  armed   by  a  thimble  of  leather:   all  sewing, 
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therefore,  is  towards  the  body.  Their  manner  of 
working  is  extremely  neat  and  r^ular;  but  whit 
particular  kind  of  stitch  they  commonly  use,  I  am  un- 
able, from  my  ignorance  of  every  thing  except  darn- 
ing, to  specify.  Sinews  of  deer,  split  to  the  requisite 
thickness,  answer  the  purpose  of  thread,  and  are  un- 
doubtedly much  more  durable.  While  at  work  the 
women  frequently  chanted,  in  a  low  tone,  their 
monotonous  tunes,  which  much-  reminded  me  of  the 
**  boori,  or  witch  songs,"  sung  by  the  Soudan  ne- 
gresses  while  occupied  in  their  household  work. 

In  a  compartment  of  one  of  the  huts  the  entrance 
was  half  blocked  up  with  snow,  in  order  to  confineasick 
idiot  boy  who  had  been  left  by  his  parents  when*going 
to  the  ships.  I  observed  the  poor  child,  who  was  five 
or  six  years  of  age,  busily  occupied  in  devouring  the 
contents  of  the  lamp,  taking,  indiscriminately,  oil, 
moss,  blubber;  and  soot,  and  seasoning  these  delicacies 
by  an  occasional  bite  of  a  very  dirty  lump  of  snow. 
Whilst  I  was  admiring  the  taste  of  the  boy,  he  was 
suddenly  seized  with  a  severe  epileptic  fit,  and  before 
we  could  break  down  the  door,  had  forced  himself 
from  between  his  deer-skin  blankets,  and  fallen  naked 
on  the  icy  floor :  after  a  very  strong  fit  he  gradually 
recovered,  and  from  mere  exhaustion  fell  asleep. 
Some  of  the  £skimaux  who  were  present,  turned  the 
whole  affiur  into  ridicule,  and  said  he  had  eatoti  too 
much ;  but  I  soon  found  that  the  child's  fatuity  pro- 
ceeded from  a  frequent  recurrence  of  epilepsy. 

During  our  visit  I  was  enabled  to  add  many  wcdb 
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to  my  Tocabulaiy,  and  was  cheerfully  assisted  in  that 
object  by  the  readiness  of  the  natives  to  give  me  in- 
formation,  it  being  merely  requisite  to  point  a  pencil 
at  the  object  in  question,  and  to  produce  a  hackf  to 
set  all  in  company  vociferating  its  name  with  most 
merry  shouts.  Ay-d-kitt,  Ka-reg-ta,  and  his  wife 
At&-na^ghioo*ee,  accompanied  us  back  to  the  ships. 
In  our  walk  we  heard  the  cry  of  the  pack  of  wolves 
very  close  to  us,  and  as  we  supposed,  in  chase  of 
some  prey  near,  or  amongst  the  hummocky  ice.  On 
our  dirt  heap  we  found,  as  usual,  a  large  assemblage 
of  men,  women,  and  children,  some  of  the  latter  of 
whom  were  so  very  rosy  and  pretty,  that  in  spite  of 
their  dirt,  I  longed  to  kiss  them. 

Kettle  was  on  the  quarter-deck,  exhibiting  his 
powers  of  eating  on  an  immense  pot  of  bread^^iust, 
moistened  with  train  oil,  of  which  also  he  occasionally 
UHjk  a  moutUul  with  great  relish  *.  Ay-ott-kitt,  who 
had  become  a  great  favourite  of  mine,  paid  me  a  long 
visit  in  the  cabin,  where  I  gave  him  food,  obliging 
him  to  use  a  knife  ai|d  fork  ke  an  European,  to  vripe 
Ua  mouth  previously  ta  drinking,  and  not  to  put  any 
l^eoe  q£  meat  beyond  th?  size  of  an  orange  into  it  at 
one  time;  the  Eskimaqpc  having  an  extraordinary 
propensity  to  cram  their  mouths  so  full  as  to  allow 
no  room  for  respiration. 

As  I  enforced  my  instructions  by  example,  I  after- 

*  Grants  says  the  Esldmaox:  will  not  drink  oil  3  perhaps  not 
as  a  dfanght,  but  they  certainly  enjoy  an  occasional  sip  with  any 
dry  food. 
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wards  washed  my  face  and  hands,  making  him  do  the 
same ;  during  the  operation,  I  saw  him  cast  many 
longing  looks  at  the  tempting  piece  of  yellow  soap 
which  we  were  using,  until  at  length  his  repeated 
Ay-yaa's  of  admiration  determined  me  on  making 
him  happy,  and  he  devoured  it  with  delight. 

The  wolves  had  now  grown  so  bold  as  to  come 
alongside,  and  on  this  night  they  broke  into  a  snow 
house,  in  which  a  couple  of  newly  purchased  Eski- 
maux  dogs  were  confined,  and  carried  them  off^  but 
not  without  some  difficulty,  for  in  the  daylight  we 
found  even  the  ceiling  of  the  hut  sprinkled  with 
blood  and  hair.  When  the  alarm  was  given,  and  the 
wolves  were  fired  at,  one  of  them  was  observed  carry- 
ing a  dead  dog  in  his  mouth,  clear  of  the  ground,  at 
a  canter,  notwithstanding  the  animal  was  of  his  own 
weight.  He  dropped  his  prey,  however,  on  being 
pursued,  and  I  joined  two  men  in  bringing  back  the 
dead  dog,  during  which  the  whole  pack  of  twelve 
wolves  eyed  us  very  eagerly,  and  we  could  just  discern 
them  through  the  gloom,  sidleing  along  parallel  to 
us  as  we  walked  to  the  ship.  Before  morning,  they 
tore  a  quantity  of  canvas  off  the  observatory,  and 
devoured  it. 

During  the  two  last  days  all  the  Eskimaux  who 
had  visited  us  complained  sadly  of  hunger,  which 
we  endeavoured  to  alleviate.  Although  the  weather 
had  been  very  fine,  no  attempts  were  made  to  take 
seals ;  and  we  soon  began  to  find  that  these  impro- 
vident people  rarely  sought  for  food  until  impelled 
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hj  necessity  little  short  of  starvation.  The  huts 
contained  only  a  few  old  people,  with  the  women  and 
sfaildren,  destitute  of  food ;  the  lamps  were  extin- 
l^isbed,  and  all  the  oil  licked  from  them  :  yet  the 
nen  were  all  walking  about  on  board  the  ships,  with- 
out any  regard  for  the  distresses  of  their  families. 

£arly  in  the  morning  of  the  7th,  the  wolves  came 
a  a  body,  and  carried  away  the  carcass  of  a  dog  which 
lad  been  moored  as  a  decoy,  on  the  ice  alongside, 
vith  strong  ropes,  even  before  a  musket  could  be  got 
eady  for  them  ;  and  when  they  had  dragged  their 
prize  a  short  distance  from  the  ship,  a  most  furious 
lattle  was  fought  for  it.  For  several  nights  they 
lad  broken  and  straightened  baited  hooks  and  chains 
et  for  them  by  the  Fury ;  and  when  it  is  known  that 
;he  hooks  were  made  of  the  iron  ramrods  of  muskets, 
tome  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  strength  of  jaw 
requisite  to  break  them. 

In  the  evening  a  wolf  was  taken  in  a  trap  set  by 
the  Fury,  and  three  balls  were  fired  through  him 
Mobile  imprisoned.  His  hind  legs  were  then  tied» 
md  he  was  dragged  out,  tail  foremost,  by  a  rope ; 
:hi8  he  instantly  bit  through  with  ease,  springing 
It  Mr.  Richards,  who  was  the  nearest  to  him,  and 
leizing  him  by  the  knee  :  being  thrown  off,  the 
mimal  flew  at  his  arm,  but,  with  great  presence  of 
nind,  Mr.  Richards  grasped  his  throat  and  flung 
lim  back,  at  the  same  time  retreating  a  pace  or  two, 
nrhen  the  wolf  quickly  made  his  escape,  having  done 
[io  other  damage  than  tearing  Mr.  Richards's  clothes, 
ind  slightly  wounding  his  arm.     It  was  very  for- 
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tunate  that  the  requisite  quantity  of  winter  clothing 
formed  a  good  defence,  and  that  the  person  MmAbA 
was  a  powerful  young  man ;  the  eflfects  might  other- 
wise have  been  more  serious.  Mr.  Nias  struck  the 
animal  once  or  twice  with  a  cutlass,  but  without  doing 
it  any  injury. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th  the  same  wolf  was  found 
round  the  S.  E.  point,  frozen  quite  stiff.  A  raven 
discovered  the  position  of  the  carcass,  by  hovmng 
over  it,  after  having  picked  out  one  of  the  eyea. 

Captain  Parry  invited  me  on  board  the  Fury  to 
an  Eskimaux  concert,  in  which  five  ladies  and  a 
gentleman  'performed.  Their  tunes  were  extremely 
monotonous,  but  sung  in  good  time.  As  these 
ditties  will  frequently  be  mentioned,  I  may  here  in- 
sert them,  without  deferring  it  to  a  general  account  *• 

•  No.  1^  as  many  verses  as  "  Chevy  Chase." 


Amna    aya    aya    am  -  na,     ah^  &c. 


This  tune  is  most  commonly  used ;  and  as  almost  each  psnoB 
has  a  song  of  his  own,  of  course  every  wife  sings  her  husband^s 
favourite  air,  unless  in  company,  when  all  sing  alike. 


ESKIMAUX  MUSIC. 


185 


(%d-t<S5k,  the  man,  uncovered  his  head  while  sing- 
ingy  and  observii^  his  little  boy's  hood  up,  pushed 
it  back  somewhat  roughly.  The  women,  while  sing- 
ing, either  entirely  closed,  or  kept  their  eyes  half 
<^n  in  a  very  languishing  manner. 

In  return  for  the  songs,  Captain  Parry  and  some  of 
the  officers  treated  the  natives  with  some  instrumental 
nunc,  of  which  I  thought  the  flageolet  was  most  ad- 
mired. Ilig-n*ak,  the  wife  of  Ok5-tddk,  appeared  to 
have  a  very  accurate  ear,  and  seemed  much  distressed 
at  being  unable  to  sing  in  time  to  a  large  organ. 
All  the  women  had  remarkably  sweet  voices ;  and  I 
think  the  tones  of  To-gdr-lat,  when  speaking,  were  as 
musical  as  any  I  had  ever  heard.     The  distress  of  the 


No.  2  has  only  one  vene. 


«   • 


PilliUj,  a-   wata    -    wat    -    -    &c. 


ah!  hod! 


ah !  hooi  I 

It  is  absolutely  impossible  to  describe  by  notes>  or  otherwise, 
the  last  two  words,  which  are  uttered  with  a  wildness  ap- 
proaching to  a  joyous  yell. 
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people  at  the  huts  was  extreme  on  this  day;  and 
many  of  them  were  found  chewing  pieces  of  dirty 
hide  with  the  hair  on.  Our  visitors  therefore  were 
plentifully  supplied  with  oil  and  bread-dust  for  them- 
selves and  for  those  who  were  absent.  Water  was  as 
much  required  as  food,  no  lamps  being  alight  to  thaw 
the  snow ;  and  some  enormous  draughts  were  conse- 
quently made.  Parties  who  had  been  in  quest  of  seals, 
returned  without  having  been  successful.  Kettle  came 
on  board,  and,  after  much  fumbling,  and  ultimately 
pulling  off  one  jacket,  produced  and  oflfered  me  a 
curious  fishing-hook  and  line  attached  to  a  piece  of 
deer's  horn  :  the  hook  was  made  of  a  bent  nail,  fitted 
into  a  lump  of  ivory  of  the  size  of  a  walnut,  which 
I  was  given  to  understand  would,  by  its  glittering 
in  the  water,  prove  attractive  to  the  fishes. 

As  this  was  the  first  present  I  had  seen  or  heard 
of,  I  could  not  do  less  than  invite  the  donor  and  his 
wife  below,  where,  amongst  other  things,  I  showed 
them  some  dresses  and  weapons  from  the  Savage 
Islands :  the  former  of  these  differed  materially  in 
cut  and  material,  being  of  seals'  skins,  from  the 
Winter  Island  costume,  and  of  course  excited  much 
interest.  While  examining  these,  I  was  surprised 
by  the  old  man's  suddenly  rising,  and  exactly  imi- 
tating the  cries  and  gestures  of  our  first  visitants, 
and  af);erwards  performing  the  quiet  salutations  we 
had  received  from  his  own  tribe ;  this  he  did  in  so 
marked  a  manner,  as  to  convince  all  present  that  he 
was  drawing  no  very  favourable  comparison  between 
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the  two.  I  now  learnt  that  he  called  the  other 
people  Khiad-ler-mioo.  My  old  friends  being  dis- 
missed, I  received  a  visit  from  a  very  comical  fellow, 
the  smallest  of  the  tribe,  four  feet  ten  inches  in 
height,  and  his  young  and  pretty  wife.  I  obtained 
a  tolerable  sketch  of  the  latter,  and  a  copy  also  of  the 
kakeen  on  her  arm  and  shoulder.  During  this  time 
she  frequently  blushed  deeply,  which  convinced  me 
that  these  people  have,  in  spite  of  their  otherwise 
rather  irregular  conduct,  an  innate  sense  of  modesty, 
as  far  as  regards  exhibiting  any  part  of  the  person. 
In  return  for  the  complaisance  of  my  visitors,  I  treated 
them  with  some  bread  and  a  couple  of  mould  candles, 
of  which,  in  consequence  of  my  respect  for  the  lady, 
the  largest,  a  fine  six  to  the  pound,  became  her 
share.  These  dainties  were  most  thankfully  received; 
and  when  Am&-loo-a  had  discussed  the  tallow,  I 
took  the  wick  from  her  mouth,  lest  her  swallowing  it 
also,  as  she  fully  intended  doing,  should  disagree  with 
her.  The  husband,  who  had  obtained,  in  addition 
to  his  proper  nam^  of  Koo-i-llt-tetik,  or  great  coat, 
that  of  the  **  Jealous  little  Man,"  appeared  to  have 
come  cause  for  being  so ;  as  I  observed  the  young 
lady,  in  spite  of  her  blushing,  to  cast  some  very  roguish 
looks  on  the  party  in  my  cabin ;  from  this  I  found 
tke  correctness  of  Crantz's  statement,  that  ''the 
Eskimaux  women  are  as  well  skilled  in  the  language 
of  the  eyes,  as  a  Turkish  courtezan." 
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^V^olf  caught — The  suuff-box — Seals  caught — ^Voracious  feeding 
— The  marines — Okotook  and  Iligliak — An  eclipse— Ayookitt 
—Walrus  killed— The  thirteenth  wolf  killed— Charts  obtained 
— Journey  across  the  island— A  dance-— Kettle  and  the  spirit 
— Beef  stolen. 

The  people  at  the  huts  slaughtered  three  dogs, 
and  were  found  eating  scraps  of  skins.  On  receiving 
this  information,  we  instantly  sent  sufficient  bread- 
dust  to  afford  them  a  meal. 

On  the  10th  we  sent  them  a  further  supply,  add- 
ing to  it  the  carcass  of  a  wolf  killed  by  the  Fury. 
No  seals  were  caught ;  and  the  people  who  took  our 
provisions  up,  reported  that  the  hunger  of  the  natives 
was  quite  voracious ;  yet  the  grown  people  first  sup- 
plied all  the  children,  and  afterwards  divided  the  re- 
mainder in  equal  portions  amongst  themselves. 

On  the  night  of  the  11th,  a  wolf  was  caught  in  a  | 
trap,  set  by  Mr.  Griffiths,  and  after  being  to  all  i^  ' 
pearance  killed,  was  in  that  state  dragged  on  board. 
The  eyes  however,  as  it  lay  on  the  deck,  were  ob- 
served to  wink  whenever  any  object  was  placed  near 
them  :  some  precautions  were  therefore  considered 
necessary ;  and  the  legs  being  tied,  the  animal  was 
hoisted  up  with  his  head  downwards.  He  then,  to 
our  surprise,  made  a  vigorous  spring  at  those  near 
him ;  and  afterwards  repeatedly  turned  himself  up- 
wards, so  as  to  reach  the  rope  by  which  he  was  sus- 
pended, endeavouring  to  gnaw  it  asunder,  and  making 
angry   snaps   at  the   persons   who   prevented   him. 
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Several  heavy  blows  were  struck  on  the  back  of  his 
neck^  and  a  bayonet  was  put  through  him,  yet  above 
a  quaiter  of  an  hour  elapsed  before  he  died ;  having 
completely  convinced  us,  that  for  the  future,  we 
should  not  too  easily  trust  to  the  appearance  of  death 
in  animals  of  this  description. 

On  this  day  the  poor  Eskimaux  caught  two  seals, 
which  were  equally  divided,  the  captors  merely  ap- 
propriatii^  the  skins  in  addition  to  their  regular 
share. 

Oft  the  ISth,  three  more  seals  were  taken,  and  all 
pes!  miseries  were  forgotten,  in  the  enormous  feeding 
which  now  took  place.  Every  lamp  was  alight ;  and 
boiling  and  stewing  went  on  with  great  spirit.  Kettle 
and  his  wife  brought  me  the  model  of  a  canoe,  pad- 
dles, &c.  which  I  had  commissioned  him  to  make ; 
and  in  return  I  presented  him  with  an  axe,  which 
was  received  with  such  raptures  by  his  wife,  as  almost 
to  throw  her  into  hysterics.  On  the  first  visits  of  the 
Eskimaux,  they  had  been  much  puzzled  to  account 
for  all  the  kabloona  not  being  related  to  each  other, 
as  they  themselves  were.  To  save  trouble,  there- 
fore, I  became  the  father  of  every  body ;  and,  as  my 
cabin  was  the  largest,  and  I  lived  by  myself,  they  all 
believed  me  to  be  so ;  until  at  length  some  of  my 
adopted  children  were  found  to  be  a  few  years  oldw 
than  myself,  a  contradiction  which  Mrs.  Kettle,  who 
was  most  indefatigable  in  her  inquiries,  could  not  at 
all  reconcile. 

The  coldness  of  the  14th,  althougk  it  confined  us 
to  the  ships,   did  not  prevent  the  Eskimaux  from 
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coming  down.  Oko-took,  and  his  wife  Uigliak,  paid 
mc  a  visit ;  and  on  my  exhibiting,  amongst  the  usual 
articles  of  show,  a  musical  snuff-box,  they  took  it  for 
granted  that  it  must  be  the  child  of  my  small  hand- 
organ.  While  listening  to  its  tunies,  they  frequently 
repeated  in  a  low  tone,  the  word  In-ntta  (a  spirit), 
with  great  emphasis,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  they 
fancied  some  superior  being  was  enshrined  in  the 
instrument.  Oko-took  informed  me  that  there  was 
no  food  at  the  huts ;  yet  none  of  the  men  were  in 
search  of  seals,  but  were  carelessly  lounging  about 
the  ships.  He  wore  a  medal  of  copper  which  had 
been  given  him  by  Pa-ri,  with  the  ships'  names 
stamped  on  it ;  and  other  medals  were  afterwards 
distributed,  in  the  hope,  that  owing  to  the  wandering 
life  of  the  Eskimaux,  some  one  of  these  ornaments 
might,  through  our  factories,  reach  England  before 
our  return. 

Our  hungry  visitors  on  the  15th  were  no  sooner 
fed,  than  the  game  of  leap-frog  was  set  on  foot  by 
our  seamen.  The  Eskimaux  having  no  idea  of 
jumping  in  this  manner,  afforded  much  amusement. 
The  younger  men  took  such  over-leaps,  as  frequently 
to  pitch  upon  their  heads,  when,  with  great  uncon- 
cern and  much  good  humour,  they  again  returned  to 
the  game,  although  the  blows  they  received  brought 
the  water  into  their  eyes.  The  general  mirth  was 
not  less  excited  by  the  effects  of  a  winch,  at  which 
one  man  easily  mastered  and  drew  towards  him  ten 
or  twelve  others,  who  held  by  a  rope,  using  all  their 
strength,  and  grinning  with  exertion  and  determinar 
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tion^  until  conquered ;  when  they  all  joined  in  their 
Usual  good-humoured  laugh.  Kettle,  who  was  too 
old  to  join  in  these  amusements,  stood  by  with  some 
other  veterans,  and  the  whole  party  laughed  until  the 
tears  ran  down  their  cheeks.  Before  my  old  friend 
went  away,  he  drank  nearly  two  quarts  of  water  at  a 
draught,  and  I  gave  him  some  dog's  flesh  for  his 
wife,  which  for  security  he  placed  between  his  inner 
boot,  and  the  naked  calf  of  his  dirty  leg.  To  other 
ladies  who  remained  at  home,  I  sent  a  few  choice 
candle-ends  by  their  husbands,  a  piece  of  civility  for 
which  I  afterwards  received  the  warmest  thanks. 

Two  of  our  friends  had  their  faces  fantastically 
painted  with  water-colours,  which  afforded  them 
much  amusement,  and  they  said  that  their  wives 
would  not  know  them  again,  but  would  imagine  they 
were  Kabloona  women.  (A  pretty  compliment  to  our 
fair  ladies  at  home.)  To  ensure  patience  while  the 
ornaments  were  applied  by  candle-light,  we  treated 
each  in  his  turn  with  a  bite  of  the  lower  end,  until 
our  ornaments  and  candle  expired  together. 

On  the  ]6th,  I  was  rejoiced  to  find  that  the  seal 
hunters  had  been  successful ;  blood,  blubber,  entrails, 
skins,  and  flesh,  lying  sociably  intermixed  in  savoury 
heaps.  Abundant  smoking  messes  were  in  prepara- 
tion, and  even  the  dogs  looked  happy  as  they  unin- 
terruptedly licked  the  faces  of  the  children,  who 
were  covered  with  blood  and  grease  from  the  chin 
to  the  eyes.  Universal  merriment  prevailed,  and 
such  men  and  children  as  could  bear  more  food, 
stood  lounging  round  the  women,  who  sat  sucking 
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their  fingers,  and  cooking  as  fast  as  possible.  Whik 
the  messes  were  preparing,  the  children  sdaeed 
themselves  by  eating  such  parts  of  the  raw  undeaned  J 
entrails  as  their  young  teeth  could  tear,  and  those 
morsels  which  proved  too  tough,  were  delivered  over 
to  their  mothers,  who  soon  reduced  them  to  a  proper 
size  and  consistency  for  their  tender  oflGspring. 

While  witnessing  these  little  intermediate  repasts, 
I  learnt  a  new,  and  certainly  very  effectual  way  of 
cleaning  the  hands  of  childi'en,  which  is  simply  by 
introducing  them  clenched  into  the  mouth  of  the 
mother,  who,  in  a  very  short  time,  by  the  assistance 
of  her  tongue,  renders  them  quite  as  they  should  be. 
At  the  distribution  of  the  contents  of  one  of  the 
pots,  I  was  complimented  with  a  fine  piece  of  half* 
stewed  seal's  flesh,  from  which  the  kind  doncM*,  t 
most  unsavoury  looking  old  lady,  had,  with  the  most 
obliging  politeness,  first  licked  the  gravy  and  dirt, 
and  bitten  it  all  round  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
most  tender  part  on  which  I  should  make  the  fint 
attack.  My  refusal  of  this  delicacy  did  not  ofl^pd ; 
and  we  had  much  laughing  on  the  subject,  parti- 
cularly when  the  old  woman,  with  well-feigned  dis- 
gust, and  many  wry  faces,  contrived  to  finish  it  her- 
self. In  my  rambles  on  this  day  of  plenty,  I  found 
beyond  a  doubt,  that  the  women  do  not  eat  with  the 
men  ;  but  waiting  until  they  are  first  satisfied,  then 
enjoy  a  feast  by  themselves.  In  the  mean  time  how- 
ever, the  females  who  superintend  the  cooking  have 
the  privilege  of  licking  the  gravy  from  the  lumps 
of  meat  as  they  are  taken  out,  and  before  they  are 
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presented  to  their  husbands.  Both  sexes  eat  in  the 
same  manner,  although  not  in  equal  proportions; 
the  females  very  seldom,  and  the  men  veiy  fre- 
quently stuffing  until  quite  stupified.  A  lump  of 
meat  being  given  to  the  nearest  person,  he  first  sucks 
it  all  round,  and  then  pushes  as  much  as  he  can  into 
his  mouth,  cutting  it  from  the  larger  piece  close  to 
his  lips,  to  the  great  danger  of  them  and  of  his  nose. 
The  meat  then  passes  round  until  consumed,  and 
the  person  before  whom  it  stopped  is  entitled  to  the 
first  bite  of  the  next  morsel.  In  this  manner  a 
meal  continues  a  long  time,  as  each  eats,  or  rather 
bolts  several  pounds,  and  the  pots  are  in  consequence 
frequently  replenished.  In  the  intermediate  time, 
the  convives  suck  their  fingers,  or  indulge  in  a  few 
lumps  of  delicate  raw  blubber.  The  swallows  of  the 
Eskimaux  are  of  such  marvellous  capacity,  that  a 
piece  of  flesh  of  the  size  of  an  orange  very  rarely  re- 
ceives half  a  dozen  bites  before  it  is  bolted,  and  that 
without  any  apparent  exertion.  The  rich  soup  of  the 
meat  is  handed  round  at  the  close  of  the  repast,  and 
each  takes  a  sup  in  turn  until  it  is  finished,  when  the 
pot  is  passed  to  the  good  woman  of  the  house,  who 
licks  it  carefully  clean,  and  then  prepares  to  make 
a  mess  for  herself.  On  all  occasions  the  children 
are  stuflfed  almost  to  suffocation.  The  meals  being 
finished,  every  one  scrapes  the  grease,  &c.  from  his 
face  into  his  mouth,  and  the  fingers  are  then  cleaned 
by  sucking.  In  one  of  the  huts  a  most  lively  little 
boy,  of  about  four  years  of  age,  challenged  me  to 
dance,  and  began  singing  and  beating  his  drum. 
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which  he  accompanied  by  the  usual  caperings.  When 
it  became  my  turn  to  exhibit,  the  little  fellow  sat  with 
the  greatest  solemnity  to  witness  my  performance. 

After  we  were  both  well  tired,  I  was  much  amused 
by  seeing  him  take  my  book  and  pencil,  with  which 
he  walked  to  every  person  in  the  hut,  and  gravely 
asking  their  names,  affected  to  write  them  down  as 
he  had  seen  me  do.  This  shrewd  boy  was,  in  my 
opinion,  the  ugliest  of  the  tribe ;  and  his  face,  in  ad- 
dition to  excessive  dirt,  was  so  completely  shadowed 
by  long  and  tangled  hair,  that  he  could  scarcely 
make  use  of  his  eyes.  His  jacket  and  breeches  were 
all  of  one  piece,  of  the  skin  of  a  deer,  and  into  this 
dress  he  was  ushered  by  means  of  a  split  in  the  hti/eL 
He  wore,  as  a  cap,  the  skin  of  a  fawn's  head,  orna- 
mented with  tassels  at  the  edge,  having  the  earii 
nose,  and  eye-holes  complete,  so  that  when  viewed 
from  behind,  it  was  scarcely  possible  to  imagine  that 
any  thing  human  was  contained  in  so  wild  a  garb  *• 
The  drum  of  which  I  have  spoken  is  formed  of 
whalebone^  and  over  this  a  thin  skin  or  bladder  n 
stretched.  It  is  played  on  by  being  beat  on  the 
lower  edge,  and  not  the  skin,  and  sounds  like  a  bad 
tambourine.  I  saw  two  only  of  these  instruments^ 
both  of  which  were  children's  toys.  Returning  on 
board,  I  passed  seven  wolves,  which,  although  it  was 
open  day,  were  prowling  near  the  huts  as  if  on  the 
watch  for  the  dogs.     Mrs.  Kettle,  who  had  brought 


*  This  poor  little  fellow  was  drowned  at  Igloolik,  by  hlBng 
tlirongh  a  crack  in  the  ice. 
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me  ft  pair  bf  gloves,  visited  me  with  her  husband ; 
md  after  they  had  sociably  eaten  a  couple  of  candles 
and  a  little  lip  salve,  were  treated  with  a  sight  of  some 
prints  of  animals,  by  which  means  I  obtained. the 
names  of  several,  as  they  instantly  recognized  those 
they  had  been  accustomed  to  see.  My  little  black  cat 
aflbrded  them  an  unceasmg  fund  of  entertunment, 
although  a  long  time  elapsed  before  they  would  ven- 
ture to  touch  him  with  their  naked  hands.  When 
the  animal  jumped  over  my  arms,  their  admiration 
was  expressed  by  slowly  and  forcibly  inhaling  their 
breath,  and  quickly  nodding  the  head.  Some  laven- 
der water,  which  I  made  the  old  woman  smell  to, 
caused  her  to  sneeze  as  if  she  had  taken  a  large 
piiich  of  snuff,  and  she  said  the  scent  was  M&-miit- 
pek  (very  bad). 

Kettle  was  on  this  day  constituted  a  medal  man, 
and  was  sent  away  much  pleased  with  his  ornament. 

The  17th  being  Sunday,  our  visitors  were  refused 
admittance  in  the  early  part  of  the  day,  and  when  we 
all  left  the  Hecla  to  attend  church  on  board  the  Fury, 
their  astonishment  was  unbounded;  never  having 
aeen  us  in  regular  uniform,  but  generally  in  thick 
great  coats,  they  could  scarcely  recognize  even  their 
particular  friends.  The  gay  appearance  of  the  ma- 
noes,  such,  even  in  this  climate,  is  the  attractive  in- 
ftience  of  a  red  coat,  so  delighted  the  ladies,  that  they 
all  danced  and  shouted  in  an  ecstasy  of  pleasure  as 
each  soldier  passed  before  them. 

TbgHtASt,  Eewe-rat,  and  their  children,  with  Poo- 
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todaiiofi  and  his  wives,  paid  me  a  visit.  The  ladies 
were  all  highly  ornamented  by  the  hand  of  Captain 
Parry,  who  had  cased  their  pigtails  in  scarlet  cloth. 
Togorlat's  little  child  T5bSn-rat  was  exceedingly 
amusing ;  and  being  pulled  naked  out  of  her  mother's 
hood,  volunteered  to  dance.  With  her,  as  indeed 
with  all  the  other  children,  I  observed  that  as  soon  as 
the  awe  at  first  excited  by  our  presence  had  worn  dS, 
they  did  not  allow  our  visits  to  interfei^  with  their 
sports ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  often  performed  many 
tittle  tricks  for  our  amusement. 

During  the  exhibition  of  Tobenrat's  dancing,  I  ob- 
served the  eyes  of  the  elder  ladies  turned  with  great 
complacency  on  the  serjeant  of  marines,  my  servmt, 
who  being  in  his  best  jacket  excited  great  admiration. 
It  was  but  too  plain  that  I  shone  with  diminished 
'  rays  in  the  presence  of  so  brilliant  an  object ;  I  there- 
fore made  a  determined  struggle  for  precedence,  and 
succeeded  to  my  wish  by  producing  a  flashy  ooat  lined 
with  yeUow  baize,  and  once  worn  with  becoming  dig- 
nity  by  Major  Sturgeon,  in  the  **  Mayor  of  Gamtt." 
Togorlat's  visit  was,  as  I  soon  found,  for  the  purpose 
of  entrusting  her  poor  idiot  son  to  my  chaiget  in 
order  that  he  might  be  cured  and  fed.  The  mother 
was  evidently  distressed  by  my  refusal,  not  bemg 
able  to  understand  my  reasons  for  declining  such  a 
task.  In  addition  to  natural  imbecility  of  inteUect»  the 
unfortunate  child  was  dumb ;  it  had  also  the  ricketSi 
epileptic  fits,  and  a  very  unpleasant  squint.  Both 
parents  were  extremely  attentive  to  the  {looFr.boy, 
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never  losing  patience  with  hinii  and  empleying  very 
-mild  words  to  direct  or  reprove  him.  Each  lady 
having  been  presented  with  a  bottler  which  was  in- 
stantly stowed  in  her  boot,  my  visitors  took  their 
leave.  From  some  of  omr  gentlemen  who  were  at  the 
huts  I  was  surprised  to  hear,  that  the.  immense  store 
of  flesh  which  I  had  seen  on  the  preceding  day  was 
entiirely  consumed,  and.  tba^  every-  one  complained  of 
hunger,  although,  on  a  moderate  average,  each  per- 
son must  have  eatea  ten  pounds  in  the  course  of  the 
preceding  night.  A  dog  having  been  carried  off l)y 
the  wolves,  a  trap  was  set  close  to  the  huts*-  This  con^ 
trivance  was  formed  of  heavy  slabs  of  solid  ice,  having 
a  ponderous  door  or  portcullis  of  the  same  material, 
which  fell  in  a  groove.  This  was  kept  up  by  means 
(rf*  a  string  passing  along  th^  top  of  the  structure, 
and  carried  through  a  hole  at  the  farthest  end,  wher6 
it  was  fastened  to  a  hoop  of  whalebone  which  bore 
the  bait,  and  was  slightly  hooked  under  a  proj^ting  - 
piece  of  ice,  so  that  when  the  wolf  or  fox  pulled  the 
meat,r  the  hoop  flew  clear  and  the  door  felK  The 
trap  was  sp  low  and  narrow  as  to  preclude  all  possi- 
biiity  of  the  imprisoned  animal  escaping,  so  that  he 
could  be  easily  killed  as  he  lay.  I  heard  this  even^ 
ing  with  the  greatest  pleasure,  that  our  seamen  had 
agreed  amongst  themselves  in  a  most  generous  deter- 
mination of  saving  a  daily  proportion  of  their-  pro- 
visions to  assist  thd  Eskimaux,  in  case  they  should 
i^in  be  reduced  to  the  same  miserable  state  of  starva- 
tion from  which  we  had  already  once  or  twice  relieved 
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them.  In  all  cases  we  daily  issued  a  supply  of 
bread-dust  and  oil ;  and  I  frequently  saw  our  kind- 
hearted  men  adding  portions  of  their  allowance  of 
meat  for  those  who  were  most  distressed. 

Two  fine  seals  were  caught  on  the  18th,  and  one 
of  our  officers  was  at  the  opening  of  the  animals^ 
which  was  numerously  attended  by  man  and  beast 
The  fattest  parts  of  the  still  warm  entrails  were  given 
to  the  children,  and  the  grown  persons  then  selected 
such  morsels  as  suited  their  palates,  throwing  the  re- 
fuse to  the  dogs.  A  new  refinement  in  the  luxury  of 
eating  was  on  this  day,  and  very  frequently  after- 
wards, observed — this  happy  country  alone  affiirding 
almost  constant  means  of  procuring  it;  which  was, 
that  the  children  amused  themselves  by  allowing 
various  parts  of  the  intestines  to  freeze  quite  cri^ 
before  they  ate  them,  so  that  they  could  snap  thsm 
off  in  lengths  with  their  teeth,  as  our  English  youi^- 
sters  despatch  barley-sugar. 

On  the  19th  Togorlat  and  her  mother  Il-ydo-mtil 
brought  me  some  little  figures  of  Eskimauz  very 
neatly  made  and  clothed,  the  characters  and  shapes, 
particularly  of  the  women,  being  exceedingly  well 
kept  up.  Togorlat  employed  half  an  hour  in  sewing 
a  pattern  on  my  arm,  and  the  old  woman  was  em- 
ployed by  Mr.  Bird  in  the  same  manner.  I  soon 
however  found,  from  the  loquacity  of  this  ancient 
lady,  and  her  patient's  ejaculatory  ohs !  that  she  was 
extremely  tareless,  and  gave  greater  pain  .thaa  was 
necessary,   while   with   barbarous   indi£fereiice   she 
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Stitched  away  as  if  it  was  an  old  shoe  she  was  ope- 
rating on.  My  lady  was  more  expert^  and  completed 
a  very  pretty  pattern ;  but  poor  Mr.  Bird,  after  all 
his  sufferings,  discovered,  from  the  crookedness  of  the 
lines,  that  Il-ydo-mia  was  more  than  half-blind,  and 
as  the  mariLS  were  indelible,  there  was  no  remedy. 

Amongst  numerous    visitors   on  this  day  were 
several  children,  whose  rosy  appearance  was  quite 
delightful.     Many  of  them  had  not  yet  been  weaned, 
though  above  three  years  of  age,  which  was  a  most 
providential  circumstance  ;  since  the  rank  and  coarse 
£6od  eaten  by  the  grown-up  persons  would  have  ill 
suited  their  palate  -or  stomach,  and  the  breasts  of  their 
mothers  could  alone  have  saved  their  lives  during  the 
three  or  four  days'  starvation  to  which  they  were  re- 
cently exposed.     Had  they  been  weaned,  they  must 
all  have  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  the  improvidence  and 
waste  of  their  parents.     Kettle,  in  his  usual  merry 
way,  gave  me  a  great  deal  of  information  respecting 
the  manner  of  killing  deer  and  bears  in  the  water, 
accompanying  his  description  by  most  admirable  pan- 
tomime, in  which  these  people  can  convey  a  great 
deal  of  meaning.     I  shall  at  a  future  page  have  occa^ 
aion  to  mention  the  pursuits  above-named. 

OkotodL,  and  his  intelligent  wife  Uigliak,  paid  me 
a  visit,  and  from  them  I  obtained  the  names  of  many 
birds  and  animals,  by  showing  specimens  and  draw^ 
ings.  Their  little  boy,  an  ugly  and  stupid-loddng 
young  glutton,  astonished  me  by  the  afNitude  with 
which  he  imitated  the  cries  of  each  creature  te  it  was 
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exhibited.  The  young  ducks  answering  the  distttit 
call  of  their  mother,  had  all  the  eflfect  of  ventrilo- 
quism ;  indeed,  every  sound,  from  the  angry  gniwl 
of  a  bear  to  the  diarp  hum  of  a  moskitoe,  was  given 
in  a  wonderful  manner  by  this  boy.  While  ob- 
taining the  names  of  several  trifles,  I  aocidentaUy 
showed  some  articles  we  had  procured  from  the  na- 
tives of  the  iSavage  Islands,  when  Okotook  rose  and 
imitated  their  cries  with  the  same  marks  of  contempt 
as  had  before  been  shown  by  Kettle.  Some  of  these 
toys  were  now  compared  with  others  we  had  received 
from  his  own  tribe,  and  Iligliak  examined  the  sewing 
and  fiuhiou  of  their  clothes,  all  of  which  objects  they- 
immediately  turned  into  ridicule;  and  1  saw  that 
national  jMide,  which  is  said  to  exist  in  all  savages 
in  an  ej^inent  d^ree,  was  very  evident  in  tiiese 
poor  people,  who  considered  the  Shaid*lermi-Q0  as 
barbarians  in  comparison  with  themselves,  Okofeook 
app^uing  extremely  indignant  at  being  asked  if  be 
was  one  of  them.  During  their  visit  I  frequeo^ 
observed  this  couple  take  each  other  by  the  hand, 
and  particularly  while  their  attention  was  engaged  by 
a  book  of  engravings.  This  I  attributed  to  mutual 
affection  between  man  and  wife,  and,  contrary  to  tte 
existing  reports  of  these  Indians,  I  felt  convinced  thst 
the  women  were  really  treated  with  great  tendemessi 
and  that  they  loved  their  husbands.  I  found  a  most 
joyous  set  of  countenances  on  deck,  in  consequence  of 
some  seals  having  been  caught ;  yet  although  a  pteiti- 
ful  breakfast  had  without  doubt  been  made  at  the  liiits» 
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not  a  grain  of  the  usual  allowance  of  bread-dust  was 
allowed  to  be  left;  behind.  By  way  of  balance  to 
their  good  fortune  in  sealing,  a  fine  dog  was  lost  in 
the  afternoon.  The  animal  had  strayed  to  the  hum- 
mocks a-faead  of  us  without  its  master,  and  Mr.  Elder, 
who  was  near  to  the  spot,  saw  five  wolves  rush  out, 
attack,  and  devour  it  in  an  incredibly  short  space  of 
time  ;  before  he  could  reach  the  place  the  carcass  was 
torn  in  pieces,  and  he  found  only  the  lower  part  of 
one  leg.  The  boldness  of  the  wolves  was  altogether 
astonishing,  as  they  were  almost  constantly  seen  from 
the  ships  during  the  day-time  prowling  amongst  the 
hummocks,  or  lying  quietly  at  no  great  distance  in 
wait  for  dogs.  Fi-om  all  we  observed,  I  have  no  reason 
to  suppose  that  they  would  attack  a  single  unarmed 
man,  both  English  and  Eskimaux  frequently  pass- 
ing them  without  even  a  stick  in  their  hands ;  the 
animals,  however,  exhibited  no  83rmptoms  of  fear,  bnt 
rather  a  kind  of  tacit  agreement  not  to  he  the  be- 
ginners of  a  quarrel ;  even  though  they  might  have 
been  certain  of  proving  victorious. 

An  eclipse  of  the  sun  took  place  in  the  afternoon, 
while  a  number  of  Eskimaux  were  on  board.  Tefay 
appeared  much  alarmed,  and  with  one  accord  hurried 
out  of  the  ship.  Before  they  were  all  on  the  ice  a 
hfuk  squall  came  on,  and  added  not  a  litde  to  their 
terror^;  Okotook  ran  wildly  about  under  the  stern, 
gesticulating  and  screajning  to  the  sun,  iiehfle  the 
others  gased  on  it  in  silence  and  dread.  The  eor- 
pond  of  marines  found  two  of  the  natives  \jpiog  pro- 
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fltrate  with  their  faces  to  the  ice  quite  panic-stnidL. 
We  learned  that  the  eclipse  was  called  8hi$k-S-n& 
(the  sun)to5niJik-p&. 

Hearing  that  a  piece  of  iron  bolt  and  a  tin  funnel 
had  been  missed  from  the  deck,  on  making  inquiry, 
some  of  the  E^imaux,and  especially  Ka*wiin-g^t,  die 
father  of  Iligliak,  accused  Kettle,  who  was  absent,  of 
the  theft.     Ayokitt,  who  sat  with  me  for  some  time^ 
amused  himself  by  drawing  men,  animals,  boats,  &c. 
in  so  curious  and  ingenious  a  manner,  as  to  determine 
me  on  treasuring  his  productions.     In  the  animak 
there  was  one  striking  peculiarity,  which  consisted  in 
having  both  eyes  on  the  same  side  of  the  head.     As 
my  friend  had  been  very  attentive  to  some  officers 
who  slept  at  his  brother's,  I  was  glad  of  an  oppor- 
tunity of  repaying  his  kindness,  by  inviting  him  to 
4eep  on  board,  which  he  gladly  acceded  to,  and 
having  divested  himself  of  his  outer  coat,  washed  his 
face  and  bands,  by  my  positive  order,  and  made 
himself  look  decent,  he  drew  a  chair,  and  jomed  an 
evening  party  round  the  fire.     Coffee  and  ginger- 
bread  were  given  him,  and  he  di*ank  and  ate  with  s 
very  resigned  countenance,  as  if  he  was  taking  them 
medicinally.     He  tried  to  smoke  a  segar,  but  failed, 
to  his  great  mortification,  for  it  was  evident  that  be, 
as  well  as  many  other  of  his  countrymen,  was  partial 
to  the  smell  of  it.     After  all  other  attempts  to  plesse 
the  palate  of  my  guest  had  been  equally  fruitless,  he 
succeeded  to  admiration  with  about  3lbs.  of  the  fat  of 
pork,  a  proportionate  quantity  of  bread-du6t»  and  a 
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quart  of  water.  Having  taught  him  to  snuff  my  candle 
aad  to  stir  the  fire,  to  commit  all  the  little  animals  he 
might  catch  to  the  flames,  instead  of  his  mouth,  and 
to  avoid  a  few  other  Eskimaux  habits,  we  sociably  sat 
down  to  look  over  Rees's  Cyclopedia,  and  to  examine 
the  plates,  amongst  which  those  of  horses  were  the 
most  incomprdiensible  to  him,  especially  after  I  had 
aucceeded  in  explaining  that  we  rode  on  them. 
These  he  distinguished  by  the  name  of  Tddk-t5o,  or 
rein-deer,  and  all  insects  were  Tak-k&-likki-taa,  or 
butterflies. 

The  worst  compliment  of  all  was  paid  to  the  poor  Ka^ 
bloona,  or  Europeans,  as  in  two  instances  he  gave  that 
appellation  to  crabs,  and  once  to  a  very  lively  party 
of  frogs !  In  the  course  of  the  evening,  he  told  a 
long  story  about  the  eclipse,  which  he  said  had  been 
frightened  away  by  Okotook ;  and  that  all  the  Innii 
were  much  alarmed,  with  the  exception  of  himself,  but 
that  seeing  we  were  not  frightened,  he  was  very  brave, 
and  laughed,  disdaining  to  fall  on  his  face,  and  say  y&- 
wbooi !  He  spoke  with  great  anger  of  the  theft  which 
had  been  committed,  accusing  Kettle  as  the  thief, 
and  afterward  scalling  over  his  own  family  on  his 
fingers,  adding  aft;er  each  name,  and  with  emphasis, 
**  not  a  thief."    The  poor  fellow  being  of  a  lively  dis- 
position, was  pleased  with  all  my  attempts  to  amuse 
him,  and  seemed  to  consider  me  a  very  great  "  an- 
natko,"  or  wizard ;  but  had  any  Europeans  seen  me 
making  faces,  they  would  have  decided  that  I  was 
*'no  conjuror/'    To  every  object  whose  use  and 
formation  he  could  not  comprehend)  he  applied  in- 


154  AYOKITT. 

discriiniuately  the  wme  name ;  and  the  chronometefs 
excited  more  than  ordinary  exclamations  of  surpriaei 
from  his  fancying  they  were  alive.  At  about  nine 
o'clock  he  was  completely  tired  out,  yet  was  with 
great  difficulty  prevailed  on  to  lie  down  before  my 
fire;  where  he  soon  b^an  snoring  and  dreaming, 
frequently  m  uttering  words  as  he  slept.  He  awakened 
me  so  early  on  the  morning  of  the  23d,  that  in  sdf- 
defence  I  was  obliged  to  get  up  and  answer  the  numer- 
ous questions  he  put  to  me,  while  at  the  same  time 
he  was  busily  assisting  to  brush  my  clothes,  imd  to  put 
the  cabin  in  order.  Having  shaved  myself,  I  per- 
formed the  same  operation  on  him,  and  afterwards 
superintended  at  a  fine  warm-water  washing,  to  which 
he  was  subjected,  and  which  altered  his  complexion  to 
such  a  degree,  that  on  looking  in  a  glass  and  exa- 
mining his  hands  and  arms,  he  repeatedly  exclaimed, 
he  was  not  Ayokitt,  but  a  Kabloona.  On  his  back 
and  right  arm  I  observed  three  very  lai^  and 
deep  scars,  made,  as  he  said,  by  a  she-bear,  which 
with  her  two  cubs  he  had  attacked,  and  killed.  The 
animal's  tusks  must  have  met  on  his  arm,  the  point 
of  the  smaller  teeth  being  visible  between  them. 
Having  made  a  plentiful  breakfast,  and  being  en- 
riched by  a  present  of  a  boarding  pike,  on  which 
the  ship's  names  and  date  of  the  year  were  studded 
with  small  nails,  my  visitor  took  his  leave.  His 
mother  soon  afterwards  came  and  gave  me  abundant 
k5o-y  n-a's,  or  thanks,  for  my  attentions  to  him, 
and  for  the  boarding  pike,  in  particular. 

Three  seals  were  killed  on  the  94th,  one  of  v^hicb 
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was  found  to  be  with  young.  The  little  ib-llau,  or 
fbetuSt  was  covered  with  very  fine  hair,  resembling 
niw  silk  in  coloun  The  man  to  whom  it  belonged 
could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  skin  it,  as  he  intended 
to  make  a  delicate  feast  on  its  flesh. 

I  observed  on  this  as  on  former  occasions,  that  the 
heads,  of  the  seals,  being  first  parboiled,  were  always 
gtven  to  Hie  children.  Some  of  the  men  were  making 
little  ivory  models  of  spears,  and  i  now  obsemvd 
that  this  material  was  cut  by  continual  chopping 
with  a  knife,  one  end  of  the  ivory  resting  on  a  soft 
^UmOf  which  served  as  a  block.  To  smooth  and 
poUsk  the  work  when  finished,  a  gritty  stone  is  used 
as  « ;filef  and  kept  constantly  wetted  with  saliva.  In 
Ui^iak's  but  I  saw  a.  large  bag  entirely  composed  of 
the  skins  of  salmon,  neatly  and  even  ornamentally 
sewed  blether.  I  found  Togorlat  dressing  two  very 
dirty  little  doUs  for  me,  but  as  she  had  made  them  of 
her  own  accord,  and  intended  them  as  a  present,  I  had 
not  the  conscience  to  find  fiuilt  with'  her  performance. 
Close  to  where  she  sat,  I  -observsed  a  hole  in  the  mow 
entirely  filled  with  hair,  which  she  told  me  was  the 
combings  of  her  head,  and  endeavoured  to  exj^ain 
her  reasons  for  keeping  so  strange  -a  mess :  I  failed 
in  comprehending  what  she  said,  but  from  her  man* 
ner  was  convinced'  that  there  was  some  svperstitioB 
attached  to  her  hoard.  Her  sick  boy  had  a  s&vae  €a 
during  my  stay,  from  which  I  recovered  him  by  s^adi* 
ii^  him  with  snow  water,  to  the  great  amazement 
of  his  mother,  to  whom  I  explained,  as  wdl  as  I  wan 
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able,  the  efficacy  of  such  treatment  during  the  at- 
tacks.    The  poor  woman  gave  me  many  thanks,  and 
appeared  to  attend  very  earnestly  to  my  inatructions. 
On  first  arriving  at  the  village,  old  Kettle  had 
beckoned  me  to  come  to  his  hut,  but  I  had  refused^tdl- 
ing  him  at  the  same  time  that  he  was  a  thief.     When 
I  was  going  away,  however,  I  observed  a  child  who  was 
stationed  on  the  look-out,  run  in  to  inform  him  oi  it, 
and  I  had  not  proceeded  far  when  he  came  hallooing 
after  me,  very  thinly  clad,  and  in  great  agitation.    He 
brought  a  tin  pot  and  a  piece  of  iron  to  assist  in  his 
explanation,  and  vehemently  demanded  who  had  ac- 
cused him  of  robbing  me.     Kawungut  was  no  sooner 
named,  with  others  of  Okotook's  family,  than  the  M 
man's  rage  became  excessive,  and  he  talked  or  rather 
vociferated  in  such  a  high  key,  as  to  convince  me  thit 
he  was  abusing  them  all.     As  I  understood  a  few 
words  of  his  defence,  and  was  already  disposed  to 
believe  him  innocent,  we  shook  hands,  and  each 
making  a  long  and   equally  unintelligible   speech, 
parted  as  good  friends  as  ever. 

The  Eskimaux  had  been  complaining  for  some 
days  of  the  ravages  of  the  wolves,  which,  besides 
wounding  and  killing  their  dogs,  had  destroyed  s 
sledge  of  skin,  and  torn  and  devoured  the  covering 
of  a  kayak.  They  had  also  repeatedly  entered  the 
passages  into  the  huts,  when  the  dogs  were  confined 
there. 

It  having  been  supposed  that  a  boarding  pike  had 
been  stolen,  an  officer  and  some  men  were  sent  to 
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the  huts  to  search  for  it,  but  they  deceived  a  most  ntL" 
gracious  reception,  from  the  ladies  in  particular,  who 
loudly  declared  that  all  the  kabloona  were  thieves, 
who  had  stolen  their  clothes,  the  weapons  of  their 
husbands,  and  every  thing  they  had ;  and  that  amongst 
other  valuables  we  had  robbed  them  of  all  their  stone 
pots.  While  this  outcry  was  going  on,  these  poor 
creatures  seemed  quite  unconscious  that  they  sat 
surrounded  by  presents  of  all  descriptions,  which  had 
been  abundantly  heaped  on  them,  and  for  some  of 
which  they  had  eagerly  proffered  their  goods.  This 
quarrel  confirmed  me  in  an  opinion  I  was  very  un- 
willing to  admit,  that  when  seal's  flesh  and  oil  for 
the  lamps  were  abundant,  no  one  cared  for  us,  or  for 
the  provisions  we  had  given  them ;  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  a  day  of  famine  rendered  them  altogether 
as* grateful.  I  should  not  state  this  want  of  proper 
feeling,  had  we  not  gradually  been  led  to  remark  it ; 
for,  where  people  possess  so  few  bad  qualities,  and  so 
many  good  ones,  it  is  painful  to  be  obliged  to  dis- 
cover faults.  A  wolf  was  caught,  and  another  shot 
from  the  ship,  during  the  two  last  days. 

We  heard,  for  the  first  time,  of  a  walrus  having 
been  killed,  and  I  joined  a  party  to  go  and  see  it ;  but  to 
our  great  disappointment  we  found  only  large  junks 
of  its  flesh  and  skin.  All  the  men  were  in  a  state 
itf  stupidity,  resembling  intoxication,  from  excess  of 
eating.  The  women  were  rather  better  conditioned. 
I  inquired  every  where  for  the  head  of  the  walrus, 
for  which  I  ofkted  a  knife,  but  could  get  no  informa- 
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tion  about  it,  until  in  Okotook's  hut  I  soon  diseo- 
▼ered,  by  the  sulkiness  of  the  men,  that  someonewhom 
jdiay  disliked  had  been  successful,  and  afterwatds 
found  I  was  not  incorrect  in  supposing  it  to  be  Kettle 
who  had  killed  the  animal.  All  the  family  agreed 
in  saying,  that  the  head  had  been  thrown  into  the 
sea,  which  I  fully  believed,  supposing  it  was  so  dis- 
posed of  from  some  superstitious  motive,  as  being  the 
first  killed  in  this  season ;  but  no  sooner  was  my  knife 
produced,  than  the  memory  of  my  friends  took  an 
extraordinary  turn,  and  it  was  recollected  that  the 
head  was  somewhere  on  shore,  and  that  it  would  be 
brought  to  me. 

Captain  Parry  had  a  shooting  match  on  the  iee. 
The  mark  was  a  spear  at  thirty  paces  distant,  and, 
amongst  some  good  shots,  an  arrow  was  lodged  inep 
in  the  wood,  for  which  the  marksman  received  a  knife 
as  the  prize.  Three  bows  were  broken  in  the  con- 
test. 

During  the  last  two  or  three  days,  the  natives  had 
sufifered  severely  from  coughs  and  colds,  owing  to 
the  thawing  and  incessant  dropping  from  their 
huts,  which  during  the  recent  abundance  of  food 
had  been  overheated  by  lamps,  and  rendered  so 
rotten,  that  in  one  of  them  a  woman,  who  was  clear- 
ing the  snow,  fell  through  the  roof.  I  walked  but 
to  visit  the  invalids,  and  found  them  even  worse 
than  I  had  expected  ;  some  had  lost  their  voice,  attd 
.a  few  of  the  most  talkative  women  were  so  hoarse 
as  to  render  speaking  painful.     One  poor  man  was 
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Jbleeding  in  a  atream  from  the  nose,  and  had  an  in- 
flamed throat,  both  as  I  suspected  from  excesaiye 
gluttony.  I  recommended  a  dry  sleeping  place,  and 
a  fen  other  simples  to  the  sufferer,  and  in  a  short  time 
had  abundance  of  patientis,  to  whom  I  prescribed 
hot  water,  plenty  of  sleep,  and  very  little  food ;  and 
I  have  no  doubt  the  two  first  clauses  were  strictly 
attended  to,  in  consequence  of  inattention  to  the 
third.  The  flesh-lieaps  on  most  of  the  floors  dis- 
covered to  me  that  one  or  two  other  walruses  had 
been  killed,  and  even  the  dogs  had  their  full  allow- 
ance, which  had  made  them  very  bold  and  surly, 
several  instances  occurring  of  their  coming  behind 
and  biting  people. 

Having  on  all  former  visits  observed  their  excessive 
timidity,  I  am  led  to  suppose  that  hunger  affects  Es- 
kimainr  dogs  differently  from  others  of  their  species, 
as  when  almost  starved  they  are  fearful  as  hares,  and 
when  well  fed  acquire  courage;  whereas  we  know 
that  to  make  an  English  dog  savage,  he  is  kept  in 
poor  condition.  A  few  of  the  younger  men  were 
occupied  in  rebuilding  and  repairing  the  snow  houses 
during  a  heavy  gale  and  drift,  which  came  on  before 
we  returned,  but  they  remarked  that  they  had  eaten 
too  much  to  be  sensible  of  the  cold. 

On  the  5th,  the  last  of  the  thirteen  wolves  was 
caught  in  a  trap  made  by  some  of  our  officers  in 
imitation  of  those  used  by  the  natives.  The  poor 
Eskimaux  werfi  now  relieved  from  a  grievous  plague, 
whicb.it  appeared  had  followed  them  all  along  the 
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coast ;  and  their  thanks  were  warmly  given  on  seeing 
the  last  of  their  tormentors  hanging  under  our 
stem. 

During  the  last  few  days  we  had  been  most  agree- 
ably employed  in  obtaining  charts  of  the  countries 
around  us,  from  Iligliak,  and  Eewerat,  who  were  our 
hydrographers,  and  appeared  to  enter  into  our  ideas 
with  great  spirit  and  judgment.  In  all  essential  points 
our  two  informants  agreed  extremely  well.  I  was 
for  some  time  incredulous  as  to  their  knowledge  of 
the  position  of  the  cardinal  points  of  the  compass, 
conceiving  that  a  people  who,  for  weeks  or  monthi, 
(according  to  the  part  of  the  coast  they  are  living 
on)  do  not  see  the  sun,  and  again  for  the  same  time 
have  it  continually  above  the  horizon,  could  have 
no  idea  of  the  east  or  west,  which  we  Europeans 
misname  the  points  of  the  sun's  rising  or  setting. 
I  was  ultimately  convinced  of  my  error,  and  from 
many  concurring  circumstances  was  led  to  suppose 
that  the  stars,  and  particularly  the  constellation  Una  ' 
Major,  were  their  chief  guides  in  this  respect. 

After  a  time,  our  hydrographers,  on  sitting  down 
to  mark  a  chart,  invariably  commenced  by  making 
four  dots  on  the  paper,  and  pointing  them  out  as 
the  positions  by  which  the  trending  of  the  coast  was 
to  be  regulated.  The  sum  of  our  information  waSt 
that  an  extensive  sea  existed  to  the  northward,  and 
was  open  in  the  summer  j  and  that  in  this  aea  wsn 
several  islands,  on  which  the  Eskimaux  resided,  either 
as  fixed  settlements,  or  for  a  time  during  their  jbnr-* 
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neys  along  the  coast,  which  were  performed  chiefly 
over  the  ice  before  the  sea  opened.  The  two  principal 
islands  were^  called  Amit-yodk  and  Ig-16o-llk,  and 
were  the  birth-places  of  the  greater  part  of  our  winter 
acquaintance.  We  acquired  by  degrees  other  in- 
formation, which  I  shall  hereafter  state.  I  may  here 
mention,  that  Repulse  Bay  is  the  place  distinguished 
by  the  name  of  Ay-w{!e-lik,  and  is  also  a  settlement 
of  importance. 

On  the  13th,  nearly  all  the  women  came  in  a  body 
to  the  ships,  complaining  that  they  had  neither  food 
nor  fire  at  home.  We  relieved  them  as  well  as  was  in 
our  power ;  and,  attended  by  a  large  company,  I  ac- 
companied them  again  to  the  huts,  Togorlat  hanging 
on  one  arm,  and  Ilyoomeea  (her  mother)  on  the 
other,  in  imitation  of  what  they  were  told  the  *Ka- 
bloona  women  were  accustomed  to  do.  Our  walk 
was,  as  usual,  enlivened  by  songs;  and  the  poor 
thoughtless  creatures,  who  but  an  hour  before  were 
in  an  excess  of  misery,  were  now  the  gayest  of  the 
gay.  So  singularly  happy  is  the  disposition  oi  the 
Eskimaux,  that  when  their  wants  are  for  a  moment 
relieved,  they  forget  that  they  have  ever  suffered 
from  hunger,  or  that  they  may  on  the  morrow  be 
again  in  the  same  distress.  We  found  some  of  the 
young  women  at  home,  and  one  man  only  with  them  ; 
this  was  old  Ik-kia-ra,  who  had  been  for  some  time 
in  such  a  state  as  to  make  us  suppose  he  could  not 
outlive  the  winter.  His  constant  posture  was  lying 
on  his  face  between  two  deerskins ;  where  he  coughed 
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and  groaned  unceasingly,  without  exciting  compas- 
sion from  any  one  of  his  country-people,  except  his 
son  U-wl-shuk.  The  ladies  having  no  one  to  keep 
them  in  order,  were  all  remarkably  frisky,  and  con- 
tinued running  and  screaming  from  hut  to  hut,  like 
wild  creatures ;  their  mothers,  however,  did  not  quite 
approve  this  conduct,  and  frequently  told  them  to  be 
quiet ;  which  had  the  same  effect  on  them  as  a  similar 
injunction  would  have  had  on  a  party  of  young  En- 
glish romps ;  the  girls  taking  every  opportunity  of 
quizzing  the  old  women,  whenever  they  could  do  so 
unobserved. 

The  preparations  for  a  journey  to  explore  the 
coast  were  all  completed  by  the  14fth.  Two  deii^ 
were  to  cairy  twenty  days'  provisions,  and  a  skin 
boat ;  all  of  which,  with  knapsacks  and  a  tent,  we 
purposed  to  drag.  Our  load  was,  however,  found  too 
heavy  for  us ;  but  it  was  determined  to  make  trial  of 
the  largest  sledge  for  three  days,  in  order  to  examine 
the  land  near  the  ships ;  and  if  the  contrivance  an* 
swered,  we  should  still  have  time  sufficient  forov 
long  journey.  The  day  was  remarkably  fine,  msA 
forgetting  that  wc  had  ever  read  Esop's  fables^  it 
was  agreed  that  this  '<  one  swallow  "  was  to  be  tiie 
sign  of  spring. 

On  the  15th  of  March,  we  proceeded  towards  At 
hills  to  the  northward  of  our  winter  quarters.  A 
strong  wind  arose  soon  afler  our  starting,  atid  in- 
creased to  a  heavy  gale ;  the  utmost  view  was  botindel 
to  twenty  yards,  and  every  time  of  resting  to"  ttk* 
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breathy  we  all  received  severe  frost  bites.  At  ten 
we  arrived  at  a  quantity  of  gi*ounded  ice,  directed  by 
which,  we  made  our  way  round  the  head  of  a  bay, 
and  reached  the  side  of  a  small  hill  a  little  after 
eleven.  The  extreme  severity  of  the  weather  deter- 
mined me  on  pitching  our  tent,  and  waiting  until 
we  could  from  the  rising  ground  commigid  a  view 
of  our  future  route.  When  the  tent  had  be^a 
pitched  an  hour,  and  our  party  had  put  on  additional 
clothing,  and  were  all  smoking,  to  promote  warmth, 
the  temperature  at  our  feet  only  stood  at  one  degree 
below  asero,  and  over  head,  amongst  the  smoke,  at 
seven  d^rees  above ;  in  the  outer  air  it  was  —  5^ ; 
which^  although  of  itself  sufficiently  cold,  was  ren- 
dered doubly  piercing  by  the  strength  of  the  wind. 
The  longer  we  sat,  the  colder  we  became,  in  spite  of 
all  our  ca^^,  A  deep  hole  being  dug  in  the  snow,  I 
found  that  it  would  h^  possible,  by  extending  our 
excavations,  to  make  a  cavern  in  which  we  might 
pass  the  night ;  for  it  would  have  been  next  to  im- 
possible to  have  continued  in  the  tent.  Some  of  the 
men  were  therefore  immediately  set  to  work,  and 
had  so  good  an  opportunity  of  warming  themselves, 
that  our  only  shovel  was  lent  from  one  to  the  other 
as  a  particular  favour.  By  four  p.  h.  our  cavern  was 
finished,  and  of  sufficient  size  to  contain  us  aU  in  a 
sitting  posture.  Making  a  fire,  we  managed  by  its 
smoke,  which  had  no  vent,  to  raise  the  temperature  to 
+  a(fir  while  outside,  it  had  fallen  to  —  i5\  We 
now  cleaned  our  clothes  as  well  as  possible  from  the 
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thick  coating  of  snow-drift,  and  soon  felt  oompwra- 
tively  comfortable  in  a  temperature  of  +  15^  to 
which  our  air  in  the  cave  had  fallen  by  eight  p.  m.; 
when,  closing  the  entrance  with  blocks  of  snow^  we 
crept  into  our  blanket-bags,  and  huddled  close  to- 
gether, to  endeavour  to  procure  a  little  sleep.  Our 
small  dwelling  had  a  very  oppressive  feel ;  and  our 
uneasiness  was  not  a  little  augmented  by  the  reflectiony 
that  a  spade  alone  could  liberate  us  again  after  a 
night's  drift  of  snow ;  our  roof  being  two  feet  thick, 
and  not  of  the  most  secure  description,  had  a  tolera- 
ble chance  of  breaking  down  on  us  j  in  which  caae» 
confined  as  we  were  in  our  bags,  and  lying  almost  - 
upon  each  other,  we  should  have  had  no  power  of  ever 
extricating  ourselves. 

At  daylight  on  the  l6th,  we  found  the  temperature 
at  +  26®  until  we  dug  out  the  entrance,  when  it  fell 
to  +  15® ;  while  outside,  it  was  —  25®. 

At  9  A.  M.  the  gale  was  unabated,  the  weather  and 
drift  continuing  as  severe  as  ever.  The  tent  was  half 
buried  in  the  snow ;  and  I  therefore  set  all  hands  to 
work  at  digging  out  the  sledge ;  but  it  was  so  deejif 
sunk,  that  we  could  not  reach  it,  and  in  the  at- 
tempt our  faces  and  extremities  were  most  painfidly 
frost-bitten.  With  all  these  difficulties  before  uS} 
Mr.  Palmer  and  myself  consulted  together  as  to 
whether  it  would  be  most  prudent  to  endeavour  to 
pass  another  night  in  our  present  precarious  situation* 
or,  while  we  were  yet  able  to  walk,  to  make  an  attempt 
Uf  reach  the  ships,  which  we  supposed  were  about  six 
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miles  from  us.  We  could  not  see  a  yard  of  our  road, 
yet  to  remain  appeared  worse  than  to  go  forward ; 
the  last  plan  was  therefore  decided  on.  Having  placed 
all  our  luggage  in  the  tent,  and  erected  a  small  flag 
over  it,  we  set  out,  carrying  a  few  pounds  of  bread,  a 
little  rum,  and  a  spade.  The  wind  now  being  in  our 
backs,  we  walked  very  briskly,  and  having  an  occa- 
sional glimpse  of  a  very  faint  sun  through  the  drift, 
managed  to  steer  a  tolerable  course,  but  evidently  not 
over  the  same  land  as  on  the  preceding  day.  We 
ascended  one  gentle  acclivity,  and  afterwards  had  a 
long  run  down  a  slope,  at  the  foot  of  which  we  came 
to  grounded  ice,  and  observed  the  tracks  of  Eskimaux 
men  and  dogs  a  little  before  noon ;  but  these  were  so 
confused,  that  we  were  at  a  loss  which  marks  to  follow. 
Not  knowing  where  to  go,  we  wandered  amongst  the 
heavy  hummocks  of  ice,  and  suffering  from  cold,  fa- 
tigue, and  anxiety,  were  soon  completely  bewildered. 
Several  of  our  party  now  began  to  exhibit  symptoms  of 
that  horrid  kind  of  insensibility  which  is  the  prelude  to 
sleep.  They  all  professed  extreme  willingness  to  do 
what  they  were  told,  in  order  to  keep  in  exercise,  but 
none  obeyed ;  on  the  contrary,  they  reeled  about  like 
drunken  men.  The  faces  of  several  were  severely 
frost-bitten,  and  some  had  for  a  considerable  time  lost 
sensation  in  their  fingers  and  toes ;  yet  they  made 
not  the  slightest  exertion  to  rub  the  parts  aflfected, 
and  even  discontinued  their  general  custom  of  warn- 
ing each  other  on  observing  a  discoloration  of  the 


166  A  JOURNXY 

Mr.  Palmer  employed  the  people  in  buiiditig  a 
snow  wall,  ostensibly  as  a  shelter  from  the  wind,  but 
in  fact  to  give  them  exercise,  when  standing  still  must 
have  proved  fatal  to  men  in  our  circumstances*  My 
attention  was  exclusively  directed  to  Serjeant  Speek* 
man,  who  having  been  repeatedly  warned  that  his 
nose  was  frozen,  had  paid  no  attention  to  it,  owing 
to  the  state  of  stupe£u;tion  into  which  he  had  fallen. 
The  frost-bite  had  now  extended  over  one  side  of  his 
face,  which  was  frossen  as  hard  as  a  mask  $  the  eye- 
lids  were  stiff,  and  one  comer  of  the  upper  lip  so 
drawn  up  as  to  expose  the  teeth  and  gums.  My 
hands  being  still  warm,  I  had  the  happiness  of  re- 
0toring  the  circulation,  after  which  I  used  all  my  en«> 
deavours  to  keep  the  poor  fellow  in  motion  ;  but  he 
complained  sadly  of  giddiness  and  dimness  of  sight, 
and  #as  so  weak  as  to  be  unable  to  walk  without  "W- 
sistance.  His  case  was  so  alarming,  that  I  expected 
every  moment  he  would  lie  down  never  to  rise  i^ain. 
Our  prospect  now  became  every  moment  moregloomy, 
and  it  was  but  too  probable  that  four  of  our  party 
ivould  be  unable  to  survive  another  hour.  Mr.  Pal- 
mer, however,  endeavoured  as  well  as  myself  to  dxeer 
the  people  up  ;  but  it  was  a  faint  attempt,  as  we  had 
hot  a  single  hope  to  give  them.  Every  piece  of  ice, 
or  even  of  small  rock,  or  stone,  was  now  supposed  to 
be  the  ships,  and  we  had  great  difficulty  in  prevent- 
ing the  men  from  running  to  the  different  objects 
which  attracted  them,  and  consequently  losing  them- 
selves in  the  drifl.     In  this  state,  while  Mr.  Pafaner 
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was  running  round  us  to  warm  himself,  he  suddenly 
pitched  on  a  new  beaten  track,  and,  as  exercise  was 
indispensable,  we  determined  on  following  it  wherever 
it  might  lead  us. 

Having  taken  the  serjeant  under  my  coat,  he  re- 
covered a  little,  and  we  moved  onwards,  when  to  our 
infinite  joy  we  found  that  the  path  led  to  the  ships^ 
at  which  we  arrived  in  about  ten  minutes  after.  I 
waited  immediately  on  Captain  Pany  to  remove  his 
anxiety  on  our  account,  and  then  proceeded  to  my 
own  ship. 

One  man  had  two  of  his  fingers  so  badly  frost- 
bitten as  to  lose  a  good  deal  of  the  flesh  of  the  upper 
ends,  and  we  were  for  many  days  in  fear  that  he 
would  be  obliged  to  have  them  amputated.  Carr, 
the  quarter-master,  who  had  been  the  most  hardy 
while  in  the  air,  fainted  twice  on  coming  below,  and 
every  one  had  severe  frost-bites  in  different  parts 
of  the  body,  which  recovered  after  the  usual  loss  of 
skin  in  these  cases. 


Thus  ended  an  excursion,  in  which  for  thirty 
hours  we  were  exposed  to  the  most  constantly  severe 
weather  which  had  been  experienced  during  the 
winter,  the  thermometer  on  the  ice  near  the  ships 
having  stood  at  32^  below  zero  the  whole  night.  All 
thoughts  of  the  long  expedition  were  now  given  up 
until  a  more  advanced  season. 
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The  gale,  which  continued  unabated  until  the  18th, 
had  not  been  much  more  favourable  to  the  natires 
than  to  ourselves,  for  it  prevented  their  sealing,  and 
they  now  came  in  numbers  to  beg  for  food  and  water. 

Amongst  other  women  who  came  on  board  was 
young  Ib-b!-ktlk,  round  whose  neck  I  found  sus- 
pended an  old  broken  spear-head  of  musk-ox  horn  i 
whilst  I  was  observing  it  attentively  she  endeavoured 
to  hide  it  in  her  hair,  and  with  cries  of  alarm  said  she 
should  die  if  I  touched  it.  By  degrees,  however,  I 
pacified  her,  and  was  at  length  permitted  to  examine 
this  extraordinary  charm,  but  could  not  induce  her 
to  part  with  it,  from  her  dreading  that  her  father 
would  kill  her  mother  and  herself  if  she  returned 
home  without  it.  Visitors  to  the  huts  found  all  the 
men  absent,  and  the  women  at  high  romps.  Four- 
teen of  them  voluntarily  exhibited  some  very  curious 
dances  and  contortions  for  nearly  three  hours,  till  at 
length  their  gestures  became  indecent  and  wanton 
in  the  highest  degree.  This  was  the  first  instance  of 
any  exhibitions  which  had  the  slightest  indelicate 
tendency,  and  might  be  accounted  for  by  their  being 
uncontrolled  by  the  presence  of  their  husbands.  As 
a  proof  that  they  were  perfectly  conscious  of  the  im- 
propriety of  their  conduct,  a  little  boy  was  stationed 
as  sentinel  at  the  door,  and  a  woman  occasionally 
ran  out  to  see  if  any  of  the .  men  were  returning 
home. 

On  the  SOth  I  found  every  one  at  the  viUage 
in  the  highest  spirits,  old  Il-yo5mia  excq»ted,  who 
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was  mourning  over  one  of  her  sons.  This  hopeful 
young  man  had  eaten  so  abundantly  of  walrus  flesh 
that  his  stomach  was  become  hard  and  swollen,  and 
he  lay  naked  and  grunting  between  his  deerskins. 
Even  though  he  acknowledged  that  he  was  full  to 
the  throat,  his  tender  mother  continued,  during  the 
whole  time  of  my  stay,  to  supply  him  with  smaU  pieces 
of  meat  and  blubber  to  relieve  his  pain  !  I  found  To- 
gorlat  busily  stringing  a  fish-hook  of  her  own  manu- 
facture, which  she  had  no  sooner  completed,  than 
calling  Mr.  Richards,  she  offered  it  as  an  ornament 
for  the  collar  of  his  Newfoundland  dog,  requesting  in 
return  a  lock  of  the  animal's  hair  to  suspend  round  the 
neck  of  her  sick  boy ;  on  receiving  it,  she  expressed 
the  most  lively  joy  at  the  acquisition  of  so  valuable  a 
charm.  I  now  was  enabled,  for  the  first  time,  to 
observe  the  way  in  which  the  seals'  skins  were  pre- 
pared, several  of  the  old  women  being  busily  occu- 
pied in  depriving  them  of  the  hair.  Although  the 
hides  had  been  previously  well  soaked  in  urine,  the 
women's  tongues  were  used  to  clean  their  scraping 
knives. 

As  universal  good  humour  prevailed,  and  Okotook, 
contrary  to  custom,  was  not  sulky,  a  party  of  women 
were  easily  assembled  in  his  hut,  which  was  by  far 
the  best  and  largest,  to  sing.  Eleven  of  them  col- 
lected for  this  purpose,  and  Okotook,  as  master  of 
the  ceremonies,  placed  himself  in  the  centre  of  a 
circle  which  they  formed. 

He  now  moved  slowly  round,  with  lifted  elbows 
and  closed  hands.     His  eyes  were  nearly  shut,  aqd 
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in  a  sharp  discordant  voice  he  repeated  "  Oa-yee-oo- 
ySe,"  several  times,  at  the  same  moment  showing  his 
teeth.  This  I  construed  into  a  kind  of  invitation  to 
the  ladies,  who  simultaneously  burst  into  the  usual 
chorus  of  **  Amna-S,  ya,  H  ya,"  with  their  eyes 
closed,  and  all  standing  in  a  perfectly  upright  posture. 
The  hands  of  many  were  joined  under  the  front  flaps 
of  the  jacket. 

Okotook,  in  the  mean  time,  continued  humming 
to  himself,  and  swinging  his  head  and  arms  alter- 
nately from  side  to  side  in  a  heavy  manner,  jumping 
occasionally  on  one  leg  and  kicking  the  other  as 
high  as  it  would  reach.  This  figure  he  enlivened 
at  intervals  by  most  discordant  screams,  while  his 
inexpressibly  wild  countenance,  and  long  tangled 
locks  hanging  owr  his  face,  gave  iiim  an  air  of  sa- 
vageness  which  I  am  unable  to  describe.  Two 
acts,  of  about  ten  minutes  each,  were  occupied  as 
above ;  and  the  man  being  fatigued  gave  up  his  pkcc 
to  another.  The  women  were  now  asked  to  perform 
some  tricks,  and  Iligliak  stepped  forward  to  jump 
from  her  knees  to  her  feet  with  a  rapidity  almost 
amounting  to  flying,  when  her  ponderous  and  puffed- 
out  boots  are  considered.  Each  woman  then  in  turn, 
and  sometimes  two  together,  in  different  tones,  re- 
peated the  words  as  in  the  note  * ,  without  drawing 
breath.     We  had  not  before  heard  these  expressions, 


*  Tfi-ba-ta-ba 

TS-ba-ta-ba 

Kt-ba-kfat 

Kt-ba-khi 

Kt-bud-ldo-bH 

Kt-bud-]«a.ba 

Kfti.bo 

KSi-bo. 
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and  from  our  afterwards  finding  them  in  every  wo- 
man's mouth  at  merry-making,  I  was  inclined  to  sup- 
pose that  they  had  some  mystical  meaning,  as  they 
were  never  used  in  ordinary  conversation.  It  is  not 
improbable  that  they  may  be  words  of  another  lan- 
guage, and  I  note  them  in  hopes  that  some  one  who 
is  curious  in  these  matters  may  discover  their  origin. 

Affairs  were  in  this  merry  train,  when  unfor- 
tunately, one  of  the  party  of  the  kabloona  asked  for 
the  closing  dance  of  the  preceding  day.  The  men 
laughed,  but  the  women  looked  very  serious,  con- 
ceiving such  a  request  as  a  breach  of  confidence. 
They  instantly  began  in  a  hurried  manner  to  leave 
the  hut,  and  in  half  a  minute  the  whole  party  was 
dispersed.  Shgk-o5bydd  offered  his  services,  with  ten 
dogs  in  his  sledge,  to  take  m3fself,  another  officer,  and 
a  frozen  wolf,  on  board,  and  we  set  off  in  high  style. 

I  learnt  that  some  officers  and  men  had  seen  a  bear 
from  the  S.  £.  point,  at  about  the  distance  of  half  a 
mile,  cantering  towards  a  small  pool  of  open  water. 
This  was  the  third  which  had  been  seen  in  the  course 
of  the  winter. 

On  the  22d,  Mr.  Elder  saw  two  hares,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  killing  one  of  them,  which  weighed  eight 
pounds  and  a  half,  and  was  in  better  case  than  many 
we  had  killed  in  the  summer.  As  no  thaw  had  com- 
menced, and  the  lands  in  every  direction  were  deeply 
covered  with  hard  frozen  snow,  I  could  not  conceive 
on  what  the  creature  had  fattened. 

In  the  afternoon,  Kettle,  who  returned  from  an 
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unsuccessful  walrus  hunt,  came  on  board  for  rest  and 
food.  While  eating  I  observed  that  he  became  agi- 
tated, and  frequently  paused,  although  very  hungry. 
At  length,  in  answer  to  my  inquiries,  he  said  that 
TSmgak  (a  spirit)  prevented  him  from  eating  by 
being  seated  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  cabin,  and 
making  faces  at  him.  He  now  asked  my  permission 
to  drive  the  tormentor  away,  which  being  granted, 
he  raised  a  shout  like  the  bellow  of  a  bull,  but  with 
a  more  gurgling  sound,  which  was  heard  all  over  the 
ship ;  and  trembling  a  little,  held  up  his  hand  near 
his  mouth,  when  collecting  his  breath  he  blew  on  the 
tips  of  his  fingers  as  if  driving  away  a  fly,  or  some 
particles  of  dust.  This  blast  was  sufficient  to  dismiss 
hb  tormentor,  and  he  began  again  to  eat  with  great 
satisfaction.  The  poor  savage  assuredly  believed  that 
he  saw  some  supernatural  object,  the  cabin  being 
rather  dark,  for  nothing  could  induce  him  to  repeat 
his  cry,  or  to  blow  again  on  his  fingers,  his  constant 
answer  being,  **  I  don't  see  him." 

Two  or  three  trifling  instances  of  dishonesty  had 
of  late  been  discovered,  and  the  offenders  had  been 
banished  the  ships  with  disgrace.  I  was  now  sorry 
to  find  that  old  Kettle  was  unquestionably  one  of 
the  guilty,  and  that  he  had  purloined  an  iron  spoon, 
with  which  he  was  eating  pea-soup,  from  the  Fury. 
The  weather  on  this  day  being  very  thick,  and  several 
Eskimaux  having  crowded  under  the  awning,  the 
old  man  managed  to  get  down  to  my  cabin  unde- 
served, announcing  as  he  entered,  that  he  had  brought 
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me,  as  a  present,  the  delicate  skin  of  the  foetus  of  a 
seal,  which  he  had  secreted  under  his  jacket.  Con- 
sidering this  as  a  bribe,  I  refused  it,  but  without 
giving  a  reason,  and  sent  him  on  deck,  not  however 
until  he  had  voluntarily  acknowledged  the  theft,  and 
entered  into  a  long  protestation  of  his  innocence  j 
again  offering  the  skin  if  I  would  speak  to  Pari  about 
him.  Having  observed  this  kind  of  cunning  in  two 
or  three  instances,  I  began  to  suspect  that  a  present 
was  rarely  offered,  unless  as  an  extenuation  of  some 
fault  previously  committed. 

The  weather  continuing  very  stormy,  and  the 
hunting  having  ceased,  it  became  our  duty,  as  usual, 
to  provision  the  Eskimaux.  The  women  have  a  very 
curious  way  of  feeding  the  young  children,  which 
are  carried  in  their  hoods.  Without  being  obliged 
to  use  their  hands,  or  even  to  take  the  infant  firom 
its  nest,  the  mother  contrives  by  a  sudden  jerk  and 
twist  of  the  shoulders,  to  bring  her  burthen  before 
her,  so  that  as  the  jacket  turns,  the  child  is  thrown 
nearly  on  its  back,  with  the  face  looking  upwards ; 
the  parent  then  stoops  and  supplies  the  little  one 
until  it  is  satisfied,  from  her  own  mouth,  in  the  man- 
ner of  birds  feeding  their  young ;  a  good  upright 
shake  then  puts  all  to  rights,  and  the  inhabitant  of 
the  hood  lies  coiled  away  out  of  sight,  safe  from  the 
influence  of  the  cold.  We  had  for  some  days  been 
much  amused  by  young  Arna-lo5-a,  who  having 
had  her  face  washed^  and  her  hair  ornamented  with 
a  few  buttons  and  some  scarlet  cloth,  gave  herself 
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all  the  airs  of  an  experienced  coquette,  craning  up 
her  neck,  and  affecting  to  twinkle  her  eyes  in  a 
most  engaging  manner.  An  occasional  smile  or 
condescending  look  was  vouchsafed  on  the  by- 
standers, in  order  to  exhibit  her  teeth,  which  bad 
been  subjected  to  the  discipline  of  an  old  tooth-brush. 
The  husband  paraded  her  about  with  great  satisfac- 
tion, whUe  a  large  party  of  women  were  mimick* 
ing  them  both,  and  imitating  Amalooa's  teas  of  the 
head.  I  mentdon  this  little  anecdote  of  an  Arctic 
belle,  as  a  fresh  proof  that  an  innocent  lore  of  ad*^ 
miration  and  finery  i,  not  confined  to  Europe  and 
other  civilized  countries,  though  the  treasures  of 
the  toilet  are  widely  different ;  a  muak-ox  tooth,  a 
sailor's  button,  or  a  nail,  pendent  from  the  pigtaik, 
being  as  much  prized  as  a  set  of  diamonds  would  be 
in  England. 

A  most  shocking  theft  was  on  this  evening  com- 
mitted by  a  man  and  his  little  son ;  which  was  no 
less  than  the  last  piece  of  English  corned  beef,  be- 
longing to  the  midshipmen.  Had  it  been  an  eighteen- 
pound  carronade,  or  even  one  of  the  anchors,  the 
thieves  would  have  been  welcome  to  it ;  but  to  pur- 
loin English  beef,  in  such  a  country,  was  quite 
unpardonable.  The  rogues  were  seen  making  off 
with  their  prize,  and  a  general  chase  was  giTen^ 
but  owing  to  the  gale  and  drift  then  blowing,  and 
to  a  feint  practised  by  dropping  a  piece  of  fat,  and 
kicking  snow  over  it,  as  if  the  whole  was  buried, 
the  beef  was  never  again  seen.     Ayookitt  and  Nan- 
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naoo  slept  on  board,  in  my  cabin,  and  gave  me  much 
interesting  information  :  amongst  other  things,  I 
learnt  that  Nannaoo  was  bom  at  a  place  called  Nod* 
wo5k,    which,  from   the   charts   obtained,   we  had 
every   reason  to   suppose   was  the   northern   shore 
of  the  Wager  River.     In  this  country  both  black 
and   white  bears  are   numerous.      Rein-deer    and 
musk-oxen  are  also  common  in  large  herds,  and  the 
lakes  and  rivers  abound  in  fish.    The  Kablte,  a-ghio, 
which  I  suppose  to  be  the  wolverine,  is  also  found 
in  the  mountains  :  die  Eskimaux  esteem  it  good 
eating.     My  informant  had  some  traditionary  story 
about  the  kabloona,  although  neither  himself  nor 
his  father,  who  died  while  he  was  a  boy,  had  ev«r 
seen  them.     My  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  laa^ 
guage  at   this   time  prevented  my  learning  more 
than  that  brass  kettles,  beads^  and  iron,  were  ob- 
tained by  Noowook  people,  who  travelled  to  the  south- 
ward,  and  from  them  again  found  a  sale  amongst  die 
northern  tribes.     Ayookitt,  who  was  bom  at  Ay-wl- 
llk  (Repulse  Bay),  confirmed  what  I  had  heard  froiti 
others,  that  his  country  produced  the  same  animala 
for  food  as  Noowook,  with  the  exception  of  the  black 
bear.     Great  interest  had  been  for  some  days  ex- 
cited in  consequence  of  information  received  from 
Iligliak,  of  a  large  sea  existing  three  days  to  the 
westward  of  Repulse  Bay.     Of  this  she  drew  charts; 
which   were   acknowledged  to  be  correct  by  those 
who  had  visited  the  place;  Ayookitt  confirming  all 
she  had  said,  and  in  neariy  the  same  words.     It  ap- 
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pears  that  a  small  stream,  which  is  unnavigable  even 
for  the  light  canoes  of  the  Eskimaux,  discharges 
itself  into  Repulse  Bay  :  this  run  of  water  is  from  a 
lai^e  lake,  one  day's  journey  inland,  whither  the 
natives  annually  resort  in  great  numbers,  and  pitch 
their  tents  on  its  banks.  This  visit  being  for  the 
purpose  of  fishing,  the  men  take  their  kayaks  and 
catch  abundance  of  salmon.  The  lake  extends  one 
day's  journey  from  east  to  west,  at  which  end  a 
second  stream,  similar  to  that  communicating  with 
Repulse  Bay,  finds  its  way  to  the  sea,  which  is  one 
day's  walk  west  of  it.  Beyond  this  sea  no  land 
is  seen  in  any  direction,  but  the  coast  to  the  right 
and  left  is  continued  as  far  as  they  know  of  food  being 
afforded  to  the  Eskimaux. 

It  is  a  remarkable  coincidence,  that  the  officer 
who  was  despatched  by  Middleton  to  examine  the 
Wager  River,  reported,  that  from  the  mountains, 
about  fifteen  leagues  above  Deer  Sound,  he  saw  a 
large  sea  with  islands  in  it,  to  the  northward ;  and 
the  position  assigned  by  them  to  this  water,  exactly 
agrees  with  that  laid  down  in  I%liak's  chart.  To 
support  still  further  this  favourable  idea  of  the 
proximity  of  a  western  sea,  it  seems  that  when  Cap- 
tain Parry,  in  the  autumn,  was  examining  the  upper 
end  of  Lyon  Inlet,  he  one  evening  sent  Messrs, 
Bushnan  and  Ross  to  take  a  look  round  from  a  high 
hill,  and  on  their  return  was  informed  that  they 
had  seen  a  sea  and  headlands  to  the  westward: 
that  scarcely  expecting,  however,  to  find  one  in  that 
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direction,  he  conceived  they  were  mistaken,  although 
Mr.  Sherer  and  himself,  from  the  beach,  observed  a 
luminous  appearance  in  the  same  direction,  like  a 
faint  ice  blink.  These  circumstances,  when  put  to- 
gether, had  an  air  of  probability,  which  in  every 
subsequent  conversation  with  the  Eskimaux  became 
more  and  more  evident.  In  a  chart  of  Iligliak's, 
which  I  have  in  my  possession,  she  connected  the 
land,  from  our  winter  quarters  to  the  N.W.  sea, 
rounding  and  terminating  the  northern  extremity  of 
this  part  of  America,  by  a  large  island,  and  a  strait 
of  sufficient  magnitude  to  afford  a  safe  passage  for 
the  ships.  This  little  North- West  Passage  set  us 
all  castle-building,  and  we  already  fancied  the  worst 
part  of  our  voyage  over ;  or,  at  all  events,  that  before 
half  the  ensuing  summer  was  past;  we  should  arrive 
at  Akkfiolee,  the  Eskimaux  settlement  oh  the  western 
shore.  On  all  these  interesting  heads,  my  friend 
Ayookitt  stood  an  excellent  cross-examination,  which 
left  no  doubt  on  the  minds  of  his  hearers  as  to  the 
truth  of  what  had  been  advanced. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Natives  change  their  station — Gluttony — Deserted  huta — The 
first  thaw — Arrival  of  birda^-Land  expedition — Snow  blind* 
ness-^Snow  storm— Return  to  the  ahipa —Death  of  a  aeaman — 
Deer  are  seen — Singular  phenomenon— Canal  oompleted-— 
The  gardens — Appearance  of  the  island — Death  of  two  seamen 
—Ice  breaks  up,  and  we  leave  the  island. 

As  it  was  now  a  week  since  any  seals  or  walruses 
had  been  taken,  and  as  the  weather  had  been  very 
cold  and  windy,  the  distresses  of  the  Eskimaux  were 
exti*eme«  Several  men  and  women  stopped  all  day 
at  the  ships,  and  my  friend  Nannaoo  remained  duriii|; 
the  whole  night.  He  hastened  away  very  early  in 
the  morning,  without  taking  any  leave,  and  ran  all 
the  way  to  the  huts^  at  which  we  observed  the  pe<^e 
in  a  great  bustle.  Seven  or  eight  men  came  down 
on  their  way  to  the  water  to  hunt,  but  said  nothing 
about  what  was  going  on  j  at  length  Mn  Sherer, 
who  had  walked  out  early,  came  and  informed  us, 
that  about  thirty  men,  women,  and  children,  had 
taken  their  goods,  and  departed  with  sledges  over 
the  ice,  to  the  westward,  without  having  ever  given 
us  the  slightest  hint  of  their  intentions. 

On  hearing  the  news,  I  hurried  off  to  the  huts, 
and  found  them  broken,  dirty,  and  forsaken  by  all 
except  some  old  women,  and  the  oldest  man,  AkIarS, 
who  was  sitting  alone  upon  a  skin  in  one  of  the  treble- 
domed  huts,  without  lamp  or  food,  and  having  no 
shelter  but  the  bare  icy  walls,  the  former  inmates 
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laving  carried   away  all   their  furniture.     It  was 
painful  to  see  this  poor  creature,  left  in  a  situation 
which  to  an  European  would  appear  the  extreme  of 
misery,  yet  in  good  spirits,  chMckljng  and  laughing, 
utterly  insensible  to  the  wretcheitiiess  of  his  situation. 
His  old  wife  was  down  at  the  ships  to  procure  food 
for  him,  and,  as  I  afterwards  found,  was  dancing  on 
deck,  in  no  hurry  to  return.    Kettle  and  Ewerat, 
with  their  families,  remained.     Poor  Togorlat  was 
the  only  person  who  had  a  lamp  alight  to  melt  snow, 
but  she  had  not  sufficient  oil  for  more  than   two 
wicks.     In  spite  of  the  desolation  and  want  which 
prevailed,  the  women  were  in  the  highest  spirits  at 
the  huts,  as  well  as  on  board,  and  from  the  expe- 
rience I  have  had  of  both  sexes,  I  am  confident  that 
starvation  tends  greatly  to  promote  merriinent  and 
good  humour  with  an  Eskimaux,  althpugh  any  of 
my  countrymen  can  vouch  for  its  having  a  very  con- 
trary, effect  on  ap  Epglishmaa.     Sopjae  biscuit  which 
I  earned  with  me  was  actually  bolted  by  the  chil- 
dren, when  given  to  each  in  its  turn ;  yet  not  one  of 
them,  although  literally  half-starved,  attempted  to 
push  himself  forward  for  his  portion,  but  patiently 
waited  until  it  was  put  into  bis  hand. 

I,ib^d  on  my  arrival  on  board,  that  five  old 
wonp^^n,,  who  had  come  to  the  ship  to  procure  food 
for  their  families,  were  dancing  on  deck,  as  if  they 
were  the  happiest  creatures  in  the  world;  kicking 
their  legs  as  high  as  their  heads,  making  f^ices  amd 
screaming  with  all  their  might.  These  worthy  matrons 

N  2 
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had  eaten  a  bucket  full  of  bread-dust,  and  were  sup- 
plied with  shares  for  those  at  home;  but  in  their 
mirth  they  quite  forgot  their  errand,  and  when 
reminded  of  it  by  me»  instead  of  taking  their  de- 
parture, each  was  determined  on  dancing  over  again 
all  the  figures  performed  during  my  absence,  before 
she  would  take  leave.  In  the  evening  we  saw  four 
men  adrift  in  the  strait  upon  a  piece  of  ice,  from 
which  they  could  not  at  that  time  have  a  chance  of 
escaping.  I  went  to  the  S.E.  point,  intending  to  ' 
launch  a  boat  and  go  to  their  assistance,  but  the  sea  i 
was  too  full  of  young  ice  to  render  it  possible  to  | 
reach  them.  They  were  at  least  two  miles  from  the  { 
shorct  but  happily  the  wind  and  tide  were  in  their  j 
favour;  and  when  the  night  set  in  with  rain  and  snow  ' 
we  saw  them  driving  towards  the  fast  bay  ice.  With  I 
a  glass  I  had  observed  a  large  space  on  their  float 
covered  with  the  blood  of  a  seal  or  walrus,  so  that 
they  had  abundance  of  the  food  most  congenial  to 
their  palates,  and  as  the  cold  was  a  little  above  xero, 
they  could  manage  very  well  for  one  night.  It  was 
only  to  be  wondered  at  that  we  had  never  before 
seen  any  of  these  people  in  the  same  dangerous  situa- 
tion, as  from  the  daring  way  in  which  they  ventured 
on  the  moving  ice,  such  accidents  might  have  been 
more  frequently  expected.  Three  men,  who  walked 
past  the  ships  after  an  unsuccessftil  hunt,  told  us  that 
their  comrades  had  been  adrift  from  before  noon,  yet 
they  appeared  quite  unconcerned  about  them. 
Some  officers  who  came  late  from  the  village,  in- 
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formed  me  that  Nannaoo  had  not,  as  we  suspected, 
accompanied  Okotook,  but  had  returned  while  they 
were  there  from  an  unsuccessful  search  after  seals. 
He  told  them  he  had  no  home,  no  skins  to  sleep  on, 
and  no  food ;  and  that  he  knew  not  where  to  pass 
the  night.  All  the  presents  he  had  received  iiom 
us  had  gone  with  Okotook,  who,  amongst  other 
things,  had  laid  claim  to  his  boarding-pike,  and  thus 
having  secured  the  poor  lad's  property,  he  hod  turned 
him  adrift.  My  protegi  wandered  about  the  huts 
dressed  in  an  old  sailor's  jacket  and  comforter,  and  I 
was  sorry  that  he  did  not  come  for  his  warm  birth 
before  my  fire,  to  which,  and  some  supper,  he  would 
have  been  welcome  as  usual. 

We  found  on  the  Srd,  that  the  party  who  had 
been  adrift  had  killed  two  large  walruses,  which 
they  had  carried  home  during  the  early  part  of  the 
night.  No  one  therefore  came  to  the  ships,  all  re- 
maining in  the  huts  to  gormandize.  We  found  the 
men  lying  under  their  deer  skins,  and  clouds  of 
steam  rising  from  their  naked  bodies.  From  Kooi- 
littiuk,  I  learnt  a  new  Eskimaux  luxury :  he  had 
eaten  until  he  was  drunk,  and  every  moment  fell 
adeep,  with  a  flushed  and  burning  face,  anc|  his 
month  open:  by  his  side  sat  Amalooa,  who  was 
attending  her  cooking  pot,  and  at  short  intervals 
awakened  hei;  spouse,  in  order  to  cram  as  much  as 
was  possible  of  a  large  piece  of  half-boiled  flesh  into 
his  mouth,  with  the  assistance  of  her  fore  finger,  and 
having  filled  it  quite  fuU,  cut  off  the  morsel  close  to 
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his  lips.  This  he  slowly  chewed^  and  as  soon  as  a 
small  vacancy  became  perceptible,  this  was  filled  again 
by  a  lump  of  raw  blubber.  During  this  operation 
the  happy  man  mored  no  part  of  him  but  his  jaws, 
not  even  opening  his  eyes  ;  but  his  extreme  satisfac- 
tion was  occasionally  shown  by  a  most  Expressive 
grunt,  whenever  he  enjoyed  sufficient  room  fbl*  the 
passage  of  sound.  The  drippings  of  the  savoury 
repast  had  so  plentifully  covered  his  face  and  ned[, 
that  I  had  no  hesitation  in  determining  that  a  mau 
may  look  -more  like  a  beast  by  over-eating,  than  by 
drinking  to  excess.  The  women  having  fed  all  their 
better  halv^  to  steiep',  and  not  having  neglected  them'* 
selves,  had  now  nothing  to  do  but  to  talk  and  b^  as 
usual* 

Amongst  other  proofs  of  ingratitude  in  these  poor 
savages,  there  were  several  who  this  day  aflfected  to 
despise  the  bread-dust  and  oil,  which  had  recently 
saved  the  lives  of  themselves  and  infants ;  tad  even 
went  so  far  as  to  complain  of  the  small  allowance 
given  them ;  plainly  intimating  that  we  were  in  duty 
bound  to  maintain  them,  whenever  by  idleliess,  ex- 
cessive gluttony,  or  ill  success,  they  were  ^klstitute  of 
food.  As  I  was  coming  out,  Pootooarloo'stwo  wives 
came  in  from  the  absent  party  to  beg  for  flesh.  They 
received  as  much  food  as  they  could  manage  to  eat, 
but  when  they  solicited  contributions  for  their  hus- 
band, the  portions  were  very  small,  and  unwillingly 
bestowed,  by  which  it  would  appeal*  that  since  the 
division   of  the   tribe,   separate  interests  prevailed, 
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and  that  the  osual  partnerships  were  dissolved.  From 
all  I  could  learn,  I  had  great  reason  to  suspect  that 
Okootook,  in  some  fit  of  sulkiness  or  disappointed 
avarice,  had  been  the  cause  of  the  recent  change  of 
abode.  There  was  one  benefit,  at  aU  events,  derived 
from  the  breaking  up  of  the  tribe,  which  was,,  that  all 
the  detected  thieves  were  of  the  absent  party,  with  the 
exception  of  old  Kettlew  As  the  time  for  refitting 
the  ships  was  now  fast  approaching,  we  should  not 
have  been  sorry  if  the  whole  tribe  had  left  us  j  for 
although  in  idle  times  they  had  lightened  many  a 
tedious  hour,  yet,  from  their  habits  of  crowding  the 
decks,  they  were  by  no  mean3  desirable  spring  visitors, 
while  duty  was  going  forward,  and  the  people  were 
busily  engaged  in  fitting  for  the  summer. 

PootQoarloo  had  heard  so  good  a  report  of  the 
flesh-pots  at  the  deserted  village,  that  on  the  4th, 
he  came  back  with  wives,  dogs  and  baggage,  built  a 
new  snow  hut,  and  again  established  himself.  The 
people  of  property  did  not,  however,  quite  meet  his 
wishes ;  for,  during  the  whole  of  the  first  day,  he 
neither  received  a  piece  of  flesh,  or  even  blubber 
enoughfor  his  wives.to  light  their  lamps  with.  Iligliak, 
also,  walked  in  with  her  little  boy  to  obtain  food,  but 
only  procured  as  much  as  herself  and  child  could  eat. 

The  snow,  on  such  parts  of  the  ship  as  were 
pwited  black,  thawed  in  small  spots,  at  mid-day : 
the  thermcmieter  was  at  zero,  in  the  shade.  This 
w^s  the  first  time  of  our  having  observed  the  most 
trifling  indication  of  the  returning  warmth  of  the  sun. 
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The  strait  being  filled  by  a  quantity  of  heavy 
loose  iee,  which  the  calm  weather  could  not  dislodge, 
the  Eskimaux  were  again  in  difficulty ;  on  the  lOtb, 
there  was  not  even  a  lamp  alight ;  twenty-five  grown 
persons  and  six  small  children  had,  in  six  days,  eaten 
and  wasted  every  part  of  two  walruses,  which,  from 
the  known  bulk  of  these  animals,  must,  have  weighed 
nearer  twenty  than  fifteen  cwt. !  News  arrived  that 
the  distant  party  had  killed  five  or  six  seals,  by  watch- 
ing their  holes  in  the  ice,  and  that  old  Kettle,  with 
his  own  and  two  other  families,  had  hurried  off  to  the 
land  of  plenty.  The  remaining  few  came  daily  in  a 
miserable  state,  and  partook  of  our  so  lately  despised 
bread-dust,  the  poor  thoughtless  creatures  still  fancy- 
ing that  it  was  their  right* 

On  the  12th,  the  observatory  was  pulled  down, 
and  out  of  its  wreck  I  was  enabled  to  supply  a  doien 
men  with  wood  for  a  bow  or  a  spear  each.  The 
women  all  told  us  with  a  sorrowful,  and  no  doubt 
sincere  look  of  grief,  (for  they  were  going  where 
they  had  little  chance  of  procuring  any  thing  to  eat), 
that  on  the  morrow  they  should  take  their  departure* 
We  therefore  made  a  general  distribution  of  presents, 
and  in  return  received  locks  of  their  hair,  neatly 
plaited. 

On  the  13th,  a  party  walked  out  to  witness 
the  departure  of  our  winter  acquaintances.  Two 
sledges  stood  ready  packed  with  skins  and  house- 
hold furniture,  to  a  yard  in  height.  Tin  pots, 
bottles^  and  jars^  hung  dangling  all  round  the  sides 
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of  the  heap,  while  knives,  pieces  of  iron,  and  wood, 
filled  up  the  chinks.  The  smallest  children  stowed 
in  deer  skins,  were  tied  up  and  arranged  like  bundles 
on  the  top  of  the  load*  The  transparent  windows 
of  fresh  water  or  lake  ice  were  also  to  be  carried  off, 
as  the  new  settlement  was  on  the  sea,  and  no  others 
could  be  obtained.  The  two  team  of  dogs  seemed 
quite  aware  that  they  were  to  perform  a  long  day's 
journey,  and  were  impatient  to  set  out,  lifting  their 
noses  to  the  sky,  and  all  howling  in  most  melancholy 
concert  for  some  minutes  ;  they  were  kept  in  order 
by  the  young  boys  and  a  girl,  all  of  whom  handled 
the  long  whip  with  surprising  dexterity,  and  with  as 
much  satisfaction  to  themselves  as  torment  to  the 
dogs,  which  at  length  commenced  fighting  with  such 
fury,  that  the  head  and  ears  of  several  were  covered 
with  blood.  The  signal  of  departure  being  given, 
the  vehicles  were  «hot  down  the  slope  of  the  hill 
with  great  speed  and  spirit.  The  women  walked 
briskly  on  with  the  men,  and  the  whole  party  was  in 
the  highest  glee.  One  man  paid  exclusive  atten- 
tion to  each  sledge,  in  order  to  see  that  nothing  fell, 
and  also  to  flog  the  dogs,  a  ceremony  which  is 
seldom  omitted,  whether  necessary  or  not.  We  had 
not  proceeded  far  when  we  saw  two  dark  spots  on 
the  distant  ice,  and  I  learnt  that  poor  old  Ak-yara 
and  Kawungut's  mother  Ecwltkd,  who  could  not  be 
less  than  seventy  years  of  age,  had  been  sent  o£P  at 
daylight  to  find  their  way  as  they  could.     Had  either 
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of  these  poor  old  people  fallen  into  one  of  the  nu- 
merous deep  fissures  which  we  found  in  the  ice,  they 
would  have  been  unable  to  extricate  themselyes,  and 
must  have  fallen  a  prey  to  bears  or  wolves,  or  if 
spared  such  torments,  must  have  been  frosen  to 
death.  We  accompanied  the  natives  about  a  couple 
of  miles  on  their  road,  and  then  leflt  them ;  our  part- 
ing was  ludicrouidy  pathetic,  for  they  all  |Nretended 
to  cry,  saying,  that  they  should  never  see  Us  again ; 
unless  indeed  they  had  nothing  to  eat,  when  they 
would  come,  a  family  at  a  time,  and  pass  the  day  and 
night  on  board  with  me.  We  could  just  discern  the 
distant  huts,  which,  as  I  was  informed  by  Mr.  Bird 
who  visited  them,  were  situated  about  ten  miles  from 
the  ships  in  the  centre  of  the  inlet.  At  the  middle 
of  their  journey  the  travellers  came  up  with  the  dd 
man,  who,  leaning  on  a  staff,  walked  with  great  dtf- 
ficulty ;  he  was  now  therefore  permitted  to  ride. 
The  old  woman  had  vigorously  outwalked  him  by 
above  a  mile,  and  was  still  fresh.  Some  idea  may 
be  formed  of  her  strengtib,  when  I  mention  that  die 
had  a  great  grandson  eight  years  of  age. 

The  men  were  aH  absent  from  the  huts,  watching 
seal  holes ;  while  the  women  were  busy  making 
boots,  gloves,  &c.  which  they  would  have  sold,  had 
they  not  been  informed  by  the  new  comers  that  the 
market  was  more  favourable  at  the  ships.  05-mYng, 
the  wife  of  the  man  who  stole  the  beef,  was  all 
attention  and  civility ;    in  the  mean  time  picking 
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Mr.  Bird's  pocket  of  his  handkerchief.  He  however 
found  it  again,  which  made  the  lady  very  merry  and 
witty  on  the  subject  of  her  own  roguery. 

Two  families  yet  remained  behind,  as  the  sledges 
could  not  stow  their  effects,  and  on  our  walk  back  to 
tlie  ships,  they  accompanied  us.  Togorlat,  who  was 
of  the  number,  brought  her  sick  child,  and  that  lie 
might  not  be  in  the  way,  or  in  mischief,  he  was  tied 
by  a  rope-yam  to  the  rudder  chains,  from  whence 
lie  struggled  and  kicked  for  freedom,  like  a  young 
puppy  dog. 

•I  had  several  times,  in  my  rambles  through  the 
world,  seen  huts  which  I  imagined  coufd  not  be 
equalled  in  point  of  wretchedness  of  appearance; 
but  I  was  yet  to  learn  that  of  all  miserable  places  on 
earth,  a  snow  village  recently  dieserted  is  the  most 
gloomy*  The  huts,  when  viewed  from  without, 
glisten  beneath  the  rays  of  a  spring  sun,  with  a 
brffliancy  which  dazzles  and  pains  the  eye,  but  the 
contrast  within  is  therefore  the  more  striking.  The 
roofs  -melted  into  icicles,  and  coated  with  smoke, 
arches  broken  and  falling  from  decay ;  the  snow 
seats,  -floors,  and  partitions  covered  with  every  kind 
of  filth  and  rubbish,  bones,  broken  utetasils,  and  scraps 
of  skins,  form  altogether  the  most  deplorable  picture, 
wTiile  the  general  air  of  mis^iy  is  tenfold  augmented 
by  the  strong  glare  of  light  which  shoots  through 
the  hole  once  occupied  by  a  Window. 

For  two  or  three  days  the  ships'  companies  had 
been  occupied  in  cutting  a  trench  round  the  vessels, 
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in  order  that  they  might  rise  to  their  bearings  pre- 
vious to  our  beginning  to  work  on  the  holds.  On 
this  day,  after  a  good  sally,  the  Hecla  rose  like  a 
cork  from  the  ice  which  had  held  her  down  ;  and  was 
found  in  191  days  to  have  altered  her  draught  six 
inches  and  a  half. 

Scarcely  a  day  had  passed  of  late  without  a  visit 
from  the  Eskimaux,  who,  having  taken  no  seals  for 
above  a  week,  were  pinched  with  hunger.  It  not 
unfrequcntly  happened,  that  women  with  children  at 
their  backs  walked  to  the  ships  and  back  again  in  one 
day  (a  distance  of  about  twenty  miles),  to  obtain  a 
little  bread-dust.  The  most  indefatigable  b^gars  of 
either  sex  ceased  to  ask  for  wood,  iron,  or  any  thing 
but  food,  which  we,  from  the  frugality  necessarily 
attendant  on  our  situation,  could  but  ill  afford  to 
give.  We  soon  found  that  some  of  the  people  bad 
immense  proportions  given  them  in  consequence  of 
their  general  acquaintance,  and  because  they  were 
as  importunate  after  a  full  allowance  as  if  they  had 
eaten  nothing  for  a  month.  My  friend  Ayokitt  was 
an  instance  of  this  ;  for  he  one  day  came  from  the 
Fury,  his  face  covered  with  crums  and  oil,  and  so 
full,  that  he  was  obliged  to  sleep  in  my  cabin  for  an 
hour  or  two  to  recover  himself ;  ytt  his  eyes  were 
no  sooner  opened,  than  in  the  usual  monotonous 
manner,  he  repeatedly  cried  ta-mdo-a  (food),  as  if 
extremely  hungry.  I  refused  to  supply  him,  and  in 
high  dudgeon  he  went  to  the  midshipmen,  who  be- 
lieving him  in  want,  gave  him  such  a  feast  as  to 
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send  him  once  more  to  sleep.  On  awaking  he  agafai 
asked  for  food,  but  meeting  with  no  more  in  the 
Hecia,  went  to  the  Fury,  where,  as  Captain  Parry 
informed  me,  he  continued  to  eat  during  the  whole 
day.  This  little  anecdote  will  serve  for  the  whole 
tribe  old  and  young,  male  and  female. 

The  poor  neglected  dogs  were  more  to  be  pitied 
than  their  masters,  for  no  one  fed  them,  and  I  verily 
believe  that  they  had  not  made  half  a  dozen  meals 
during  the  winter ;  yet  were  they  worked  as  much, 
and  thrashed  as  continually,  as  if  they  enjoyed  abun- 
dance of  food,  and  were  in  a  condition  to  bear  any 
thing.  Owing  to  the  voracity  of  these  animals  I 
lost  both  my  tame  foxes,  which  I  had  carefully  kept 
for  above  six  months.  The  cage  of  one  being  torn 
open,  he  made  his  escape  in  such  fear  as  never  to 
return ;  the  other  had  both  her  legs  broken,  and  was 
otherwise  so  much  hurt,  that  I  had  her  killed. 

Mr.  Crawford,  who  had  been  occupied  in  preparing 
a  little  garden  for  the  Fury,  found  an  Eskimaux 
grave,  from  whence  he  took  the  skull.  He  also  dug 
up  a  quantity  of  little  bent  pieces  of  wood,  resembling 
the  ribs  of  a  kayak,  and  having  holes  through  them, 
which  appeared  as  if  a  boat  had  ^  been  buried  also. 
Can  it  be  possible  that  the  Eskimaux  ever  inter  their 
dead  in  canoes  as  is  done  by  tribes  of  Indians  on  the 
north-west  coast  of  America  ? 

Although  the  sun  did  not  appear  on  the  drd,  yet 
the  temperature  was  at  42.  and  40.  A  general  thaw 
now  took  place  for  the  first  time,  and  a  few  hours 
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enabled  us  to  judge  of  its  rapid  progress:  the  tops 
•of  the  hills  exhibiting  a  speckled  appearance,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  exposure  of  such  rocky  points  as  had 
been  but  lightly  covered  with  snow.  A  flodi  af 
.  fifteen  ducks  *,  a  grouse,  two  gulls,  a  raven,  and 
five  snow  buntins,  were  seen  in  the  course  of  the  day, 
and  three  of  the  latter  were  killed.  Their  plumage 
was  beautiful ;  the  black  of  the  wings,  and  a  smidl 
cream-coloured  horseshoe-shaped  mark  on  the  breast, 
affording  a  delicate  contrast  to  the  white  of  the  body. 
The  buds  of  the  saxifrage,  on  whidi  they  a|ipcared 
to  have  fed,  had  tinged  the  heads,  beaks,  and  nedis 
of  a  faint  blush  or  pink  colour.  It  was  almost  a 
sin  to  destroy  birds  so  like  our  robins  in  their  finni- 
liarity  and  confidence  in  man,  yet,  as  our  consciences 
were  easily  bribed  by  any  new  food,  we  ate  and 
found  them  fat  and  very  sweet. 

For  some  daysthe  sea  had  been  open  to  a  cbn- 
siderable  distance  during  the  prevalence  of  oflMiore 
winds.  The  season  appeared  to  be  improving,  and 
it  was  determined  that  on  the  morrow  I  should,  set 
out  along  the  coast.  In  fact,  the  temperature  had 
been  such  as  to  have  warranted  our  starting  a  wedc 
earlier,  though  not  sufficient  even  at  noon,  except 
on  occasional  days,  to  thaw  ice,  or  to  affi>rct  us  a 
draught  of  water,  without  which  we  could  not  tnavd ; 

*  It  may  to  those  who  do  not  really  know  what  sensations  the 
first  appearance  of  the  return  of  animals  and  warmth  have  upon 
the  minds  of  men  who  have  passed  a  dreary  winter^  seem  ridi- 
culous that  we  should  count  the  birde. 
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and  as  we  were  to  carry  twenty  days'  provisions,  it 
was  not  in  our  power  to  take  much  wood  for  thawing 
snow.  Each  of  my  party  was  supplied  with  a  pair  of 
snow  shoes,  and  we  carried  on  our  sledges  a  tent  to 
be  spread  on  four  boarding  pikes,  and  of  sufficient  siee 
for  us  to  stow  in  while  in  a  sitting  posture.  Oor 
knapsacks  contained  warm  clothing,  and  a  UnMcet 
formed  into  a  bag,  and  each  person  had  an  Eskitnaux 
suit  of  warm  deer  skins  to  sleep  in.  Our  whole  load 
amounted  to  1200lbs.,  of  which  each  man  drew 
lS61bs.,  and  Mr.  Palmer  and  myself  Q5lhs.  a  piece. 


LAND  EXPEDITION. 

Ais  it  is  not  my  intention  to  give  in  my  private 
journal  an  official  report  of  an  extremely  uninterest- 
ing journey,  I  shall  here  observe,  that  I  have  ren- 
dered the  account  as  short  as  possible.  My  only 
reason  indeed  for  at  all  inserting  it,  is  to  give  an 
idea  of  what  the  ^*  genial  month  of  May'*  is,  in  the 
polar  regions. 

We  left  the  ships  on  the  evening  of  the  8th,  and 
liaving  walked  four  hours,  the  time  we  allowed  for 
each  period  of  travelling,  pitched  our  tent  for  the 
night.  A  second  advance  of  four  hours  brdught  us 
on  the  forenoon  of  the  9th  to  the  point  of  the  dividing 
strait,  which  I  named  after  Mr.  Hoppner,  and  on 
which  we  rested  until  the  evening.  The  '^(rcjtther 
Was  extremely  cold,  and  water  could  only  be  pro- 
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cured  by  thawing.      The  clearness  of  the  day  ad- 
mitted of  our  taking  the  requisite  observations  to  de- 
termine the  situation  of  our  position,  which  I  named 
after  my  old  travelling  companion,  Belford.     In  the 
evening  we  entered  on  the  heavy-grounded  ice  in  the 
strait,  so  as  to  cross  the  narrowest  part,  for  a  par- 
ticular point  of  which  we  had  taken  the  bearings. 
Loaded  as  we  were,  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty 
we  made  our  way  amongst  and  over  the  hummocks ; 
ourselves  and  sledges  taking  some  very  unpleasant 
tumbles.     It  required  two  hours  and  a  half  to  cross 
the  ice,  although  the  distance  was  not  two  miles,  and 
we  then  landed  on  a  small  island  where  we  passed 
the  night.     In  the  strait  we  observed  the  tracks  of 
wolves  and  foxes ;  we  also  saw  the  foot  prints  of  a 
young  bear,  and  those  of  its  mother  were  found  on  a 
small  isle  adjoining  that  on  which  we  slept.     Several 
islands  and  shoals  lay  in  the  strait — these  were  named 
Bird's  isles. 

The  morning  of  the  10th  brought  no  abatement 
of  the  cold  northerly  gale,  and  on  starting  we  crossed 
a  second  strait  of  ice  of  a  mile  in  width,  and  then 
proceeded  along  shore  to  the  N.£.  Our  road  lay 
over  extremely  irregular  ground  covered  with  steep 
ridges  of  snow.  Ten  deer  were  seen  at  difierent 
times,  but  so  exceedingly  timid  that  we  had  no 
chance  of  approaching  them. 

When  in  the  evening  we  pursued  our  way,  a  so- 
litary deer  joined  us,  and  regulating  his  pace  by  ourSi 
trotted  near  us  for  above  a  mile.     He  came  two  or 
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three  times  within  gunshot,  but  escaped  unhurtv. 
Three  others  afterwards  tantalised  us  for  above  nxk 
hour  by  wheeling  round  our  party  at  full '  speed,  just 
out  of  range.  Our  walking  time  having  expired, 
we  gladly  tented,  for  we  were  so  (iold  from  being 
exposed  on  a  hill  side  to  a  northerly  gale  at  a  tern-, 
perature  of  18,  that  it  was  with  difficulty  we  un- 
1  ashed  our  sledges.  Before  midnight  the  thermometer 
fell  to  12. 

Our  forenoon's  walk  on  the  1 1th  brought  us  to 
the  head,  of  a  handsome  bay  where  we  pitched  our 
tent.  At  noon  the  thermometer  was  22.  Notwith- 
standing the  care  which  had  been  taken  by  covering 
the  eyes  with  crape,  ^  and  using  shades,  five  of  our 
little  party  became  severely  aflfected  with  snow  blind- 
,  ness,  which  unfortunate  circumstance  prevented  our 
going  forward  until  they  were  somewhat  better. 
Before  evening  two  of  the  suflferers  became  quite 
blinded  by  the  inflammation,  and  all  complained  of 
most  acute  burning  pain ;  their  faces,  eyes,  and  eveet 
heads  being  much  swollen  and  very  red.  Bathing 
would  have  affiirded  relief,  but  the  sun  did  not  fa- 
vour us  with  a  single  drop  of  water,  and  we  could 
only  afford  a  sufficiency  of  wood  to  thaw  snow  for 
a  di-aught  at  noon.  As  the  morning  of  the  ISth 
brought  no  change  in  our  invalids,  another  day  was 
necessarily  lost.  The  weather  however  was  mUd, 
and  towards  evening,  by  breaking  pieces  of  ice,  and 
placing  them  in  the  full  glare  of  the  sun,  we  obtained 
as  much  water  as  we  could  drink,  and  a  sufficiency 
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for  the  sidk  to  bathe  their  iaces^  which  aflbrdbd  them 
aaaawig  reUef.  Rambling  near  our  tenV  I  found 
several  of  that  deacrqption  of  Eskiman^K  hunAnaiks 
which  are  so  common  along  the  coasts  and  amongrt 
these  was  one  pile  of  stones  built  with  moce  reguhrifty 
than  usual)  and,  aa  I  supposed^  over  a  grave.  A 
single  slabi  which  formed  one  nde,  was  five  foet  in 
length  by  two  in  breadth»  and  must  have  been  bxeagfat 
with  some  difficulty  from  the  hills.  As  it  would 
have  been  interesting  to  observe  how  the  body  ky, 
we  searched  for  one»  but  the  ground  was  aa  hard 
frozen»  that  our  boarding-spikes  would  make  no  im- 
pression on  its  surfaoe.  It  is  scareelj  neceosary  to 
say,  that  during  our  detention  we  were  enabled  to 
ascertain  with  accuracy  the  situation  we  wave  iOi 
which  t  named  Blake's  Bay. 

The  morning  of  the  13th  was  fine,  witkthrtlw^ 
mometer  at  10.  Seven  deer  passed  close  to. thetent 
when  we  were  getting  up.  Although  the  eyea  of  our 
invalids  were  far  from  well,  and  considerable-  inflm- 
mation  still  existed,  it  was  found  that  by  fidlowing 
and  looking  down  on  the  sledges  of  those  yAo  eoold 
lead  the  way,  we  might  again  set  forwaid.  Oar 
forenoon's  walk  was  along  a  flat  beach,  oflP  which,  at 
about  a  mile  distant,  lay  a  chain  of  low  islands  and 
ilhoals.  We  rested  on  a  rocky  point,  on  whidi  weie 
numerous  piles  of  stones,  and  remains  of  Eskimanx 
summer  residences.  At  noon  the  sun  was  snffieiently 
powerful  to  afford  us  a  draught  of  water  without  tlie 
tedious  task  of  thawing  it  ourselves,  which  we  had 
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done  invariably  at  mid.4ay9  and  eadt  ewmmg  excupb 
one,  since  leaving  the  ships.  Hie  second  portion  of 
our  day's  journey  brought  ui  t€»  the  t^  of  s  high 
hill,  from  whence  the  sea  was  distant  about  tvm 
miles.  The  rocks  on  the  eastern  ftce  were  bold  and 
abrupt,  and  the  snow  was  thawed  frond  their  flat 
sides.  This  bare  state  of  the  bluff  had  rendered  it 
a  favourite  resort  for  de^,  of  which  we  saw  several 
picking  up  a  wretched  subsistence  from  liel^s  that 
grew  in  the  crevices,  or  by  digffng  withered  moas 
from  under  the  snow. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th  we  descended-  Ad* 
derley's  Blufi^  towards  the  sea^  near  which  it  becavae 
steep,  and  in  many  places  precipitous :  at  its  foot, 
on  the  salt  ice,  the  snow  lay  in*  such  deep  riig&B  as 
very  materially  to  impede^  our  progress^  especially  as 
the  snow-shoes  of  some  of  omr  party  were  broken^ 
and  almost  useless.  Stop^ng  on  a  low  pcMut  at  noeii» 
the  people  caught  two  hairy  brown  caterfMllars^  whidi 
were  crawling  languidly  over  the  snow. 

In  the  evening  we  crossed  a  bay,  about  two  miks 
in  width,  to  a  rocky  isle,  on  which  stood  one  of  Aose 
fiuitastic  piles  of  stones,  which  the  Eskimaux  build,  in 
imitation  of  a  man  with  his  arms  extended.  Beyoad 
the  isle  was  a  snug  cove,  in  whieh^  from  the  appear- 
ance of  the  ice,  I  should  imagine  that  our  two  idups 
might  have  lam  securely.  When  we  stopped  fiir  the 
night,  the  weather  ai^peared  on  the  change,  and  heavy 
scud  came  from  the  S.  £. 

The  wind  came  from  t^  quarter  on  ihe  moning 

o  2 


I9S  SNOW  STORM. 

of  the  15th,  bringing  a  fall  of  snow,  and  an  increased 
temperature  to  26^.  Soon  after  setting  forward  we 
came  to  a  bay,  which,  from  the  increasing  thidmesa 
of  the  weather,  Mr.  Palmer  and  mjrself  thought 
proper  to  examine  to  the  head.  We  afterwards 
crossed  its  entrance,  a  distance  of  about  four  n^ilesy 
over  flat  ice ;  but  long  before  this  was  effiected,  the 
snow  and  drift  fell  so  thickly  that  we  walked  at  ran- 
dom, not  seeing  any  object  to  guide  us  :  arriving  M 
length  at  the  foot  of  a  hill,  we  pitched  the  tent  im- 
mediately. For  sixty-eight  hours  we  remained  on 
this  wretched  spot,  unable  to  move  out  without  being 
covered  with  snow.  ,The  high  state  of  the  ;tempera<- 
ture  (30^)  thawed  the  snow,  as  it  fell  on  the  rockSf. 
but  still  we  could  obtain  no  water,  as  the ,  oosnstaat 
drift  kept  the  desired  fluid  in  a  kind  of  pappy  state* 
We  had,  however,  in  one  respect,  more  than  we  could 
have  desired,  for  there  was  a  continued  dri|^Qg 
through  the  tent,  which  wetted  our  clothes  and 
blankets  entirely  through,  keeping  us  in  a  const|uit 
steam  i  our  dwelling  being  but  11  .feet  by  6,  and 
5  feet  high,  shaped  like  the  roof  of  a  house,  oUiged 
us  to  sit  huddled  together.  Three  books,  which 
were  read  all  round,  with  the  requisite  operations  of 
eating  and  sleeping,  beguiled  the  time,  until  the 
morning  of  the  18th,  when  we  enjoyed  a. glimpse  :Qf 
the  sun,  and  forthwith  sallied  out  to  stretch  our 
l^s.  Mr.  Palmer  accompanied  me  to  the  top  of  a 
neighbouring  hill,  from  whence  we  obtained  an  ex- 
tensive view  to  the  north-eastward,  indeed  as  far  as 
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we  could  have  reached  in  two  days'  journey.  A 
point  near  us  was  named  Elizateth,  and  the  most 
distant  cape,  which  we  ho]^  to  find  the  N.E.  ex- 
tremity of  America,  I  called  after  an  old  friend; 
Cape  Wilson.  Half  of  the  time  allotted  to  our  out- 
going had  now  expired,  our  wood  was  almost*  ex- 
pended, and  it  was  also  necessary  to' be  prepared  to 
experience  as  many  difficulties  on  *  our  return^  as  in 
our  journey  from  the  ships.  My  principal  fear  was 
for  the  eye-sight  of  our  people,  who,  I  found,  in- 
variably sufiered  more  pain  when  in  the  warm  tent, 
than  during  exposure  to  the  air.  ^ 

We  therefore  set  out  on  our  return,  and  our  loads 
being  of  course  considerably  lightened,  we  crossed 
any  hills  which  lay  in  our  way,  cutting  over  points^ 
and,  in  fact,  considerably  shortening  our  distlanoes. 
-From  some  of  the  declivities  we  enjoyed  firequent 
agreedble  slides  on  our  sledges,  which  were  worn  as 
smooth  as  glass.  The  snow  in  some  places,  was 
steep  for  at  least  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  and  we  had 
only  to  lie  at  length  on  our  loads,  when  one  pndi 
was  sufficient  to  send  us  forward  with  the  Velocity  of 
the  cars,  on  the  montagnes^  in  the  public  gardens  at 
Paris. 

By  the  evening  of  the  20th  we  were  arrived  near 
Hoppner's  Strait,  at  about  three  miles  from-  the 
island  on  which  we  had  slept  on  the  9th.  The  cold 
was  sufficient,  in  consequence  of  a  fredi  notherly 
wind  (thermometer  14®),  to  give  two  of  our  party 
frost-bites.     A  herd  of  seven  deer  tantalised  us  for 


196  ARRIViJL  OH  BOARD. 

some  tune,  and  eicapedi  unhiut :  thoiigli  we  very 
anxioualy  endeavoured  to  procure  one,  it  being. ge- 
narally  agreed  that  dining  for  a  doaen  days  off  6oaen 
preserved  meat  was  by  no  means  agreeable. 

The  daily  avenge  of  travelling,  on  our  return,  was 
e^hteen  miles ;  but  on  the  21st,  we  resolved  to  make 
a  forced  march  over  Winter  Island.  We  therefore 
walked  for  elevoi  hours,  with  no  inconsiderable  load 
behind  us,  and  reached  the  diips  in  the  evening. 

The  unfavourable  state  of  the  season,  which  had 
only  melted  the  snow  on  little  patches  <tf  pomted 
rocks,  entirely  precluded  all  posobility  of  our  making 
any  observations  on  the  nature  of. the  desert  over 
which  we  had  passed :  such  rocks  as  were  partially 
exposed  were  of  gneiss,  and  a  few  detached  pieces  of 
granite  were  seen.  While  resting  on  the  14th,  we 
found  a  few  rounded  masses  of  feldspar  in  a  decom- 
posing state,  and  on  breaking  the  outer  crust,  ob- 
tained some  small  grains  of  hepatic  iron  pyrites,  of 
the  size  of  peas.  We  did  not  discover  a  single  plant 
of  any  description,  in  a  state  of  vegetation,  which  may 
account  for  the  almost  total  absence  (tf  birda,  as  we 
saw  only  a  raven  and  three  snow  buntings  The  de^ 
appeared  in  a  wretchedly  thin  state,  their  high  wi- 
thers having  the  appearance  of  humps»  It  may  be 
inferred,  however,  that  in  the  summer  these  animals 
are  very  numerous,  from  the  quantity  of  those  pe- 
culiar piles  of  stones,  behind  which  the  Eskimaux 
hunter  conceals  himself,  found  in  every  Todky  situar 
tion.     We  were  only  twice  able  to  procure  water  at 
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noon  without  thawing  the  mow,  and  were  oflten 
many  hours  in  painful  want  of  it.  I  cannot  close 
this  abstract  of  our  uninteresting  journey,  without 
giving  to  our  friends,  the  snow-shoes,  the  praises  they 
deserve.  My  people,  not  understanding  them,  wore 
them  the  first  day  merely  because  they  were  told  to 
do  so,  but  they  proved  in  the  end  our  greatest  hdp ; 
without  them  we  could  not  have  made  five,  or^  in 
some  cases,  one  mile  a  day,  as  the  snow,,  now  softened 
by  the  moderate  temperature  received  us  knee^deep 
at  every  step. 

Our  expedition,  though  limited,  had  answered  the 
end  for  which  it  was  set  on  foot,  which  was  the  de- 
ciding to  what  point  the  ships  might  run,  without 
being  obliged  to  lose  time  in  standing  in-shore,  to 
examine  any  indication  of  bays  or  inlets. 


As  far  as  r^arded  the  ice,  or  the  advancement  of 
the  spring,  no  change  was  observable  at  bur  winter 
quarters ;  and  the  only  news  I  learnt  was  of  a  melan* 
choly  nature.  James  Pringle,  one  of  the  seamen  of 
the  Hecla,  who  had  been  raiployed  on  the  8th,  with 
others  of  a  fiuigue  party,  to  drag  our  loads  for  three 
or  four  miles  from  the  ships,  had,  as  I  then  ob» 
served,  fallen  behind,  and  lay  on  the  snow :  I  them* 
fore  sent  the  others  back,  and  the  suigeon,  who 
was  foriunatelv  one  of  the  nartv  walking:  out  to  see 
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US  off,  was  sent  to  examine  into  his  case.     I  now 
heard  that  he  had  been  taken  so  ill,  with  giddiness  in 
the  head,  that  it  was  requisite  to  send  a  sledge  to  carry 
him  on  board.  By  proper  remedies  he  apparently  re- 
covei^d  on  the  next  day ;  but  on  the  l6th,  while  em- 
'ployed  aloft,  he  fell  from  the  mizen-topmast  head  to 
the  deck ;  his  jaw  was  fractured,  his  neck  didooated, 
and  the  poor  fellow  never  moved  more.     This  fatal 
event  threw  a  general  gloom  over  every  one,  the  de- 
ceased having  been  a  good  and  respectable  seaman, 
and  highly  esteemed  by  all  his  shipmates.     Oaptain 
Parry  very  kindly  attended  to  the  necessary  arrai^- 
ments  for  his  funeral,  and  on  Sunday,  the  19th,  the 
officers  and  crews  of  both  ships  walked  in  procession 
to  his  grave,  which  was  dug  on  the  spot  near  where 
the  observatory  had  stood.     When  our  shipmate  was 
laid  in  the  ground,  a  volley  was  fired  over  him,  and 
every  one  attended  divine  service  on  board  the  Fury. 
During  our  absence  Mr.  Hoppner  had  put  the 
ship  in  summer  order,  had  painted  the  boats,  and 
made  every  thing  in  readiness  for  active  service.  Two 
families  who  had  chosen  to  separate  from  the  main 
body,  had  built  a  couple  of  snow  huts  on  the  ice 
near  the  ships,  and  on  the  morning  after  my  return 
they  came  to  pay  me  a  visit.     Kooilitiuk  had  been 
tutored  in  making  a  dandy  bow,  and  came  to  me, 
with  a  knowing  shake  of  the  head,  and  a  '^  Worry 
well  I  taank  you.  Captain  Lyon,''  as  a  welcome 
home  again.     My  repoit  of  having  seen  deer,  deter- 
mmed  our  little  party  on  setting  out  immediately 
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for  Amityook,  and  two  or  three  days  were  now 
occupied  in  carrying  their  heaviest  goods  on  in  ad« 
vance.  They  had  no  sledge,  and  were  endeavour- 
ing to  make  a  substitute  by  plaiting  whalebone,  with 
which  wretched  contrivance  they  would  have  at- 
tempted to  set  out.  Fortunately,  however,  it  was  in 
my  power  to  give  to  each  family  one  of  the  sledges  we 
had  recently  used;  and  on  Kooilittiuk's  receiving 
his,  Arnalooa,  with  the  usual  conscience  of  these 
people,  was  extremely  displeased  that  she  did  not,  at 
any  rate,  receive  a  knife  for  herself,  saying  at  the 
same  time,  that  I  gave  every  thing  to  her  husband. 
To  draw  the  loads,  which  were  ultimately  made  into 
one,  and  placed  on  a  bone  sledge  which  Captain 
Parry  had  formerly  purchased  and  now  gave  them, 
they  had  but  one  grown  d(^  and  a  small  bandy- 
legged puppy ;  for  this  latter,  however,  a  small  harness 
was  made,  and  he  was  not  allowed  to  be  idle.  Much 
interest  was  felt  for  the  poor  natives,  who  were  about 
to  set  out  on  a  journey  which,  by  their  own  account, 
would  occupy  thirty  or  forty  days,  and  this  without  a 
morsel  of  food,  except  a  few  candle  ends  and  pieces 
of  bread,  which  any  one  of  the  party  could  have  eaten 
at  a  meal.  They  were,  notwithstanding,  in  as  high 
spirits,  as  if  in  a  land  of  plenty,  and  talked  of  killing 
deer  and  seals  with  the  greatest  confidence. 

On  the  25th  our  little  party  went  to  take  leave 
of  Captain  Parry  with  three  cheers,  and  the  men  re- 
ceived a  boarding-pike  each.  They  then  came  to 
me,  and  each  man  was  presented  with  a  hatchet. 
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Amidst  the  general  joy  at  receiving  theae  gifts,  I 
obsenred  my  friend  Kooilittiuk  stooping  uid  running 
over  the  edge  of  each  axe  with  his  thumb,  in  oider 
to  ascertain  if  his  own  was  as  good  as  the  others, 
which,  finding  to  be  the  case,  his  happiness  was  qaabe 
complete.  A  poor  divorced  woman  ( Aptkkk2a)  who 
had  no  one's  success  to  rejoice  in,  was  a  silent  spec- 
tator, and  stood  with  tears  in  her  eyes  gazing  on  the 
rest ;  but  though  at  other  times  the  greatest  b^gar 
of  the  tribe,  now  neither  by  words  nor  looks  asked 
for  a  parting  present.  Her  feelings  w&re  soch  as 
must  have  agitated  even  a  civilised  person :  bat  I 
made  her  happy  by  a  present  of  a  knife,  with  a 
promise,  that  when  she  brought  me  any  man  u  her 
husband  at  Amityook,  he  should  receive  an  axe.  The 
poor  woman  was  more  than  satisfied,  she  had  not 
power  to  thank  me.  With  all  their  shouting,  laugh- 
ing, and  jumping,  I  could  clearly  perceive  that  our 
little  band  of  travellers  frequently  allowed  a  look  to 
escape  them,  which  acknowledged  that  they  were 
leaving  their  best  friends.  In  the  hopes  of  aeei^  us 
in  the  summer,  and  I  believe  at  the  moment  feela^ 
gratitude  for  past  favouM,  the  women  as  well  as  the 
men  attached  themselves  to  their  sledges,  and  having 
given  three  hearty  cheers,  set  out  on  their  dreary  and 
hazardous  journey. 

The  weather  was  clear  and  fine,  and  much  (^n 
water  was  seen  to  the  eastward.  Two  large  flocks 
of  ducks  now  visited  us.  A  bear  track  having  been 
observed  on  the  point  in  the  morning,  some  of  us 
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went  to  examine  it,  and  now  found  that  the  animal 
had  landed,  and  had  several  times  crossed  the  path 
of  the  officers  who  had  first  traced  his  steps.  We 
did  not  meet  with  the  creatmre,  bat  suspected  that 
he  must  be  lying  close  at  hand  amongst  the  heavy  ioe, 
and  no  doubt  looking  with  a  watchful  eye  at  u& 

The  first  grouse  (five  in  number)  were  killed  on 
the  SOth,  their  plumage  still  wintry  white.  The 
first  two  deer  also  were  seen  by  Mr.  McLaren ;  and 
I  afterwards,  in  looking  for  them,  saw  eight  more, 
but  too  shy  to  allow  of  my  approaching  within  half  a 
mile  of  them.  One  of  the  ravens  which  had  attended 
us  throughout  the  winter  was  killed ;  and  it  was  re- 
markable, as  being  the  only  bird  we  had  seen  whose 
plumage  underwent  no  change  during  the  winter,  as 
it  always  continued  of  the  same  glossy  black  as  the 
English  raven. 

Seijeant  Wise  killed  a  king  duck  (anas  spectabilis), 
which  was  in  most  beautiful  plumage.  This  bril- 
liant bird,  in  size  and  form,  resembles  the  eider 
drake,  but  in  the  colouring  of  the  head  there  is  an 
essentaal  di£fei^nce  :  this  is  on  account  of  a  large 
Qrange-<^loured  patch  of  flesh  which  protrudes  from 
the  side  of  the  skull  on  each  side,  along  the  root  of 
the  beak.  In  feel,  grain,  and  colour  it  exactly  re- 
sembles the  rind  of  a  fine  orange,  but  changes  to  a 
dingy  brown  soon  afVer  death. 

Some  long-tailed  ducks  (anas  glacialis)  were  also 
killed  on  this  day,  and  large  flocks  of  both  the  above 
kinds  were  seen  in  the  open  water  of  the  strait. 
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Several  grouse  were  killed,  and  it  was  observed  that 
the  plumage  of  the  females  was  beginning  to  change. 
Swans  also  had  now  made  their  appearance. 

In  the  afternoon  a  most  singular  phenomenon  was 
observed  in  the  heavens.  The  western  sky  was  blue 
and  cloudless,  while  over  head  it  was  hasy,  and 
abounding  in  what  sailors  call  **  mackerel  and  mares- 
tails."  The  division  of  colours  was  by  a  most  per* 
feet  arch,  the  legs  of  which  stood  in  the  N.  £.  and 
S.  W.  A  strong  breeze  from  the  westward  did  not, 
in  any  way,  aflfect  the  edge  of  the  bow,  which  was 
clearly  defined.  With  the  1^  stationary,  the  whole 
clouded  part  receded,  or  fell  slowly  to  the  eastward, 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  hood  of  a  carriage  is 
thrown  back,  until  by  degrees,  and  after  the  expira- 
tion of  two  hours,  the  sky  was  all  of  the  same  pore 
azure  as  had  at  first  been  seen  in  the  west.  *  A 
strong  wind  continued  blowing  all  night. 

Captain  Parry  having  determined  on  cutting  a 
canal  for  the  ships  to  get  to  the  open  water,  whioh 
daily  tantalised  us,  both  crews  were  accordingly  set 
to  work  at  sawing  a  track  which  had  been  maiiced 
out,  being  197  feet  in  width  at  the  outer  end,  and 
fifty  near  the  ships,  while  in  length  it  was  S058  feet. 
Besides  this  there  wasi  &  second  cut  from  the  Hecla 
to  the  Fury,  350  feet  in  length,  by  fi%  to  sixty 
in  width.  The  average  thickness  of  the  ice  was 
three  or  four  feet ;  but  in  some  places  it  was  as 
much  as  twelve  feet,  and  was  extremely  difficult  to 
cut. 
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A  swan's  egg  was  brought  off  to  me^  and  a  second' 
left  in  the  nest,  which  Serjeant  Wise  had  found 
about  two  miles  from  the  ships.  I  immediately 
went  to  see  it,  and  found  the  female  sitting,  with 
the  male  standing  near.  They  both,  however,  took 
flight  before  we  could  get  a  shot.  They  were  quite 
white,  except  on  the  neck  and  breast  which  ap^ 
peared  slightly  tinged  with  yellow.  The  legs  and: 
feet  were  of  a  deep  black.  The  nest  was  a  large 
oval  mound  of  peat,  which,,  as  it  was  in  small  pieces, 
not  exceeding  a  walnut  in  bigness,  must  have  caused 
infinite  labour  in  its  construction,  and  as  the  country 
was .  still  almost  entirely  covered  with  snow,  the 
birds  must  have  brought  their  materials  from  some 
place  we  had  not  seen.  The  sise  of  this .  nest .  was 
enormous,  being  five  feet  ten  inches  by  four  feet  ten 
inches,  and  two  feet  in  height  The  cavity  for  the 
eggs  was  on  the  top,  and  about  eighteen  inches  in 
diameter,  so  that  the  whole  body  of  the.  female  .bird 
was  seen  while  sitting.  As  the  swans  had  not  re- 
turned on  the  evening  of  the  8th,  I  took  the  second 
eggy  fancying  they  had  forsaken  the  nest,  but  in  this 
I  was  mistaken,  for  in  the  course  of  the  same  night, 
a  third  was  laid.  .They  were  handsomely  shaped,  of 
a  duU  white,  and  weighing  eight  ounces  each,  so 
that  they  afforded  three  good  meals  to  one  of  our 
invalids. 

On  the  9th,  I  brought  off  the  first  flowers  we  had 
seen  in  blossom ;  they  were  of  the  saxifraga  oppo- 
sitifolia  ;  and  it  is  singular,  that  on  the  same  day  of 
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€t»  same  montli,  the  ssme  Aonrar  was  first  sees  at 
Melville  IslaBiaL 

This  tardy  appearance  of  TegetalsMi,  at  a  place 
nine  d^rtea  to  the  sonthward  of  the  winter-qaaNers 
of  the  last  expedition,  eflbrs  a  strong  ai^foment  in 
fii¥OQr  oi  the  hypothesis,  that  ktitude  makes  but 
kttle  or  no  diffisrenoe  as  far  as  r^avds  this^  pwtion 
of  the  polar  regions*  Neidier  had  we  yet  expe* 
rieneed  sufficiently  mild  weather  to  have  produced  a 
shower  of  rain,  althoi^h  in  the  former  voyage^  it  had 
been  abundant  before  Jime. 

During  the  last  week,  ducks,  plovers^  gwrnao, 
sandeiiings,  tumstones,  dott^rds,  and  guUa,  were 
shot ;  and  deer  were  seen  by  aU  who  wdked  a  diort 
distance  inlands  More  than  half  the  cansi  wa»  at 
this  time  cut,  and  the  ice  floated  out  of  it.  Thasea 
continued  open  as  before ;  but  the  weather  war  stfll 
sharp,  and  the  ground,  except  on  ridges^  Ihiddy 
covered  with  snow. 

On  the  14th,  a  brmt  goose  was  killed*  We  had 
given  over  all  thoughts  o£  seeing  any  thing  moM  of 
the  Eskimaux,  when  on  this  day  four  oB  them  came 
down  to  us  to  bid  &reweU,  to  b^,  and^  as  we  soon 
fbiuid,  to  steal,  as  mudb  as  possible.  Kettle,  his  wife, 
and  Tee&,  slq»t  in  my  cabin  ;  and  I  was  obliged  to 
pass  half  the  night  in  watching  the  first  couple,  wlio, 
after  all,  robbed  me  of  nothing  but  a  thimble.  In 
the  morning,  however,  a  pick-axe,  lead  and  lin^  and 
various  et  ceteras,  were  taken  from  the  side-  of  the 
canal ;  but  it  all  ended  in  detection,  owing  to^  Ae 
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imprudence  of  my  &mam&9  who^  as  it  was  aflKrmeA  by 
some,  endeavoured  to  secrete  a  thirteen^inch  btocLui 
her  boot ! 

The  weather  on  the  18th  was  rather  foggy  }  an^ 
during  an  hour  or  two,  we  rajoyed  the  first  rain 
which  had  fallen  for  nearly  nine  months.  The  ice, 
or  rather  the  snow  upon  it,  had  become  extremely 
soft  and  wet,  which  rendered  walking  difficult.  The 
canal  was  now  completdy  finished,  with  the  ex^- 
ception  of  floating  the  ice  out  between  the  ships, 
This  truly  arduous  task  had  occupied  our  peofde  for 
fifteen  days,  from  six  a.  m.  to  eight  p.  m;  ;  but  even^ 
under  such  constant  exertion,  there  nerer  was  a  set  of 
men  who  laboured  with  morQ  spirit  and  good-humdur : 
the  singing  at  each  saw  was  continual ;  and  a  person 
with  closed  eyes  might  have  fancied  himself  at  some 
country  merry-making. 

Supposing  that  our  passage  was  now  open  to  us, 
and  that  the  morrow  would  be  the  last  day  at  Winter 
Island,  a  party  of  us  went  to  the  little  S*E.  hill  (now 
named  Cape  Fisher),  in  order  to  take  our  farewell  of 
so  charming  a  gpoU  We  had  distinguished  it  fay 
the  name  of  the  YackSe  (Eskimaux)  stone,  as  being 
the  place  from  whence  these  people  had  been- in  the 
habit  of  taking  a  view-of  the  state  of  the  ice  to  sea- 
ward, prior  to  making  their  excurMons  for  seals 
and  walruses.  We  here  painted  Ae  ships'  names, 
drank  to  our  future  success,  and  smoked  a  few  segars 
very  merrily.  While  we  sat  on  the  moss,  fxmeying 
ourselves  very  rural,  though  in  reality  extremdy  eold^ 
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a  few  ill-fated  buntings  came  near  enough  to  be  shot, 
and  were  instantly  roasted  for  our  supper.  Taking 
each  a  piece  of  the  Yackee  stone  as  a  souvenir,  we 
returned  on  board  at  dusk. 

To  those  who  have  had  the  happiness  of  residing 
in  our  own  dear  country  all  their  life,  surrounded 
by  beautiful  scenery,  it  may  appear  impossible  that 
persons  who  had  also  tasted  for  a  time  the  same 
blessing  could  ever,  feel  attachment  to  a  barmt  icy 
shore;   yet   I  can  answer  for  my  own  sensatkms, 
bordering  closely  on  regret  at  leaving  our  winter- 
quarters,  which,  however  dreary,  had  still  a£brdad* 
us  a  kind  of  home  for  nine  months,  and  which .  by 
habit-,  had  possessed  many  points  of  interest.     Thus,. 
iJthough  Aat,  and  for  above  eight  months  entirely  co-- 
vered  with  snow,  we  had  distinguished  our  walks  xby 
the  high-sounding  names  of  the  Promenade,  or  Cause- 
way, South-east  Point,  East  Bay,  Hills,  Yackee  Huts, 
Yackee  Stone ;   and  last,  though  not  the  least  im*. 
portant  on  the  list,  the  *^  Garden"  of  each  ship,  was 
a  favourite  lounge.     These  last  places  consisted  of  a 
hot-bed,  each  covered  with  three  sashes,  made  for 
the  purpose  in  England.     The  attempts,  at  rearing 
a  variety  of  vegetables  succeeded   to  admiration; 
by  dint   of  coaxing,  mustard  and  cress,  peas  two 
inches  high,  and  radishes  the  thickness  of  thireads, 
crowned  our  endeavours  in  the  Hecla,  to  the  weight 
of  three  pounds  when  all  mixed  together !    The  gar- 
dens, however,  answered  one  most  excellent  purpose^ 
by  making  many  of  our  people  walk  to  observe  thdr 
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progress,  who  otherwise  would  have  taken  no  exer- 
cise. We  produced  vegetables  in  good  earnest  on 
board  the  ships,  from  following  a  plan  pursued  by 
Captain  Parry  during  the  last  voyage ;  which  was, 
by  rearing  mustard  and  cress  in  boxes,  placed  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  various  stoves.  In  this  manner  we 
were  enabled  to  afford  a  little  salad  to  each  mess  oc- 
casionally ;  and  we  reared,  on  the  whole,  one  hundred 
pounds  of  this  most  desirable  antiscorbutic.  Happily, 
we  had  not  in  either  ship  any  occasion  for  this  in  in- 
dividual cases,  owing  to  the  excellent  and  magnificent 
provision  of  comforts  of  all  descriptions  which  were 
sent  out  with  us. 

To  return  to  the  ships :  during  the  night  of  the 
18th,  on  which  we  had  built  all  our  castles,  the 
whole  body  of  ice  astern  broke,  filled  up  our  hard- 
wrought  canal,  and  fixed  us  as  firm  as  ever ;  some 
grounded  bergs,  on  a  shoal  without  the  bay,  pre- 
venting the  harbour  floes  from  going  to  sea.  Further 
ruptionstook  place  on  the  21st,  all  equally  unfavour- 
able. While  thus  detained,  as  the  island  was  now  bare 
of  snow,  and  the  lakes  were  thawed,  parties  went 
daily  on  little  shooting  excursions.  On  the  Q5th  I 
shot  a  mouse,  which  was  the  first  seen  this  season ; 
it  was  in  its  brown  summer  clothing.  I  mention 
this  circumstance,  because  those  at  Melville  Island 
were  white.  A  dovekie  was  also  shot  on  this  day, 
whose  plumage  formed  a  most  beautiful  variety 
between  the  summer  and  winter  garb,  being  spotted 
all  over  with  black  and  white  feathers.    A  wind  up 
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the  inlet  having  filled  it  with  ice,  Taat  numbers  of 
king,  eider,  and  pin^tailed  ducks,  with  a  few  brent- 
geese and  divers,  and  six  swans,  resorted  to  the  Idies 
or  swamps,  which  also  afforded  subsistence  to  red 
phalaropes  and  sand-pipers ;  while  on  the  dry  land, 
the  golden  plover  was  frequently  met  with  in  beau- 
tiful plumage.  In  my  walks,  I  found  that  the  swanV 
nest  was  situated  in  the  centre  of  a  lake^  so  that  I 
could  not  have  reached  it ;  and  had  a  brood  been 
reared  in  it,  they  would  have  been  out  of  the  nuigje  of 
our  guns.  Up  to  this  period  we  had  found  no  eggs ; 
although  in  a  brent-goose  which  I  killed  wens  two 
ready  for  laying. 

In  several  of  my  excursions  inland,  I  was  asto- 
nished by  the  rapid  change  in  the  surface  €£  the 
country ;  which,  from  its  appearance  when  deqdy 
covered  with  snow,  we  had  all  supposed  was  flat  and 
regular.  I  now  found,  that  although  low  (for  I  should 
not  have  supposed  the  highest  hill  to  be  above  IWO 
feet),  it  was  rough,  stony,  and,  except  in  the  valleys, 
of  ragged  masses  of  granite  and  gneiss.  There  wias 
<me  remarkable  feature  in  this  island,  which  I  had 
also  observed  in  other  places  during  the  preoedii^ 
summer ;  and  which  was,  that  on  the  most  elevated 
qpots  it  was  common  to  find  ridges  of  rounded 
shingle,  as  if  thrown  up  by  the  action  of  the  wavei^ 
by  whose  attrition  perhaps  the  stones  had  be^  worn 
smooth.  On  some  of  these  inland  beaches  I  fouitd 
fossil  marine  shells  in  masses  of  limestone.  Otf 
collectors  of  specimens,  myself  amongst  the  nnvibcb 
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found  frequent  detached  masses  of  day  iron-stone ; 
and  in  some  instances,  small  veins  of  iron  pyrites 
were  procured.  Only  one  block  of  sandstone  was 
seen ;  but  lime  in  great  quantities  lay  amongst  the 
shingle ;  some  was  black  and  foetid,  but  the  general 
character  was  compact,  and  curiously  marked  through* 
out  with  small  ferruginous  lines  and  curved  veins« 
Magnesian  limestone  was  scarce. 

Vegetation  could  scarcely  be  said  to  have  b^an ; 
as,  excepting  the  saxifrage,  there  were  but  few  mosses 
and  grasses  which  had  thrown  out  buds.  Every  rock 
was  more  or  less  covered  with  a  black  shrivelled 
lichen,  having  the  same  a|^arance  as  the  little  dry 
blotch,  which  sometimes  rises  from  the  effect  of 
heat  on  wood  which  has  frequently  been  painted 
black.  In  the  bottom  of  many  little  transparent 
pools  amongst  the  rocks,  I  observed  a  few  plants 
more  than  usually  forward,  and  each  bud  was  enve- 
loped in  a  delicate  pearl-like  bubble. 

On  all  the  eminences,  and  in  fact  wherever  a  large 
stone  could  be  found,  were  traces  of  the  EskinuuiXt 
either  as  huts,  graves,  fox-traps,  ftc. ;  and  there  was 
one  spot  near  the  Yackee  stone,  which  had  obtained 
the  name  of  the  Slaughter-house,  in  consequence  of 
the  immense  quantity  of  seal,  walrus,  and  other  bonea, 
left  by  some  summer  settlers. 

Having,  as  well  as  in  my  pow^r,  gilven  a  short 
description  of  a  place  which  even  the  most  determined 
writer  could  not  say  much  about,  I  must  now  turn  to 
a  melancholy  account  of  occunrences  in  the  Fury. 

p8 
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William  Souter  (quarter-master),  ^l&o  had  for 
six  days  been  suffering  from  an  inflammation  of  the 
bowels,  died  on  this  evening.  This  sad  event,  it 
was  supposed,  tended  materially  to  hasten  the  end 
of  John  Reid,  carpenter's  mate,  who  had  for  several 
months  been  in  a  consumptive  state.  The  latter 
poor  fdlow  breathed  his  last  on  the  following  day, 
at  the  same  hour  as  Souter  had  died,  and,  as  he  had 
himself  prognosticated,  on  hearing  of  the  decease  of 
the  first.  Both  these  men  were  esteemed  by  their 
shipmates  and  officers,  and  were  much  r^retted. 

On  the  28th,  the  officers  and  men  of  each  ship 
carried  the  bodies  in  procession  to   the  east  hUl, 
where  both  were  laid  in  the  same  grave.     Inscrip* 
tions  on  small  slabs  of  limestone  were  phiced  on  the 
tombs  of  Pringle  and  the  two  last  sufferers. 
'.    On  the  SOth,  our  sportsmen  added  to  our  list  a 
deer,  which,  although  large,  was  in  very  poor  con- 
dition ;   and  a  Sabine  gull,  the  only  one  as  yet  pro- 
cured in  the  course  of  our  voyage.     An  ^g  of  the 
king-duck  (we  had  invented  a  new  name  in  orni- 
thology, calling  the  females  *^  queens'*)  was  brought 
off  from  a  nest  of  turf  and  grass  on  an  elevated  spot 
in  a  swamp :  no  down  was  found  in  its  construction ; 
by  which  it  would  appear,  that  the  females  do  not 
pluck  it  from  their  breasts  until  the  time  of  incubation 
draws  to  a  close.     The  egg  was  long,  but  small,  and 
of  a  dull  greenish  yellow. 

The  wind  had  for  two  days  been  strong  from  the 
northward,  with  much  snow  and  sleet ;  but  on  the 
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first  it  veered  to  the  N.  W.  whence  it  blew  in  heavy 
squalls.  The  sea  now  cleared  rapidly  to  the  eastward  f 
and  the  bay  ice  gave  way  as  far  as  where  the  ships 
were  lying.  Four  Eskimaux  came  down  to  us,  and 
we  learnt  that  the  greater  part  of  them  had  returned 
to  pitch  their  tents  near  their  former  quarters. 

I  must  here  account  for  having  omitted  a  particular 
description  of  the  habits  and  peculiarities  of  this  ex- 
traordinary people,  but  as  we  were  confident  of  again 
meeting  with  them  on  our  summer  expedition,  I 
thought  it  better  to  wait  till  I  could  more  closely 
observe  them,  and  better  understand  their  language. 
It  would  indeed  have  been  impossible  to  give  a  con- 
nected account  of  a  whole  tribe,  merely  from  a  casual 
view  of  one  half-starved  portion  of  it,  their  wants 
having  so  broken  in  upon  their  usual  pursuits,  that 
in  no  one  instance  did  we  see  a  family  acting  inde- 
pendently of  our  assistance. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

l/eave  Winter  Island— Dangerous  nayigation — ^The  coast — Bar- 
row River — Walrus  killed — New  natives-— Land  at  Igloolik— 
Xents — Inbabitants-— Bad  weather — Hospitality  of  natives — 
State  of  the  ioe— Bone  hots^— Salmon  procored-*Laiid  journey 
with  Toolemak^-Sledges^Fires— A  ball— The  koooikr-^Re- 
tum  on  board — Whale  killed — Off  Nerlinakto— OaptMH  Fmy 
leaves  us— His  return  and  discovery. 

With  a  fresh  breeze  from  the  N.W.  we  made  sail 
from  our  winter  quarters  at  7  a.m.,  having  been 
frozen  in  for  two  hundred  and  sixty-seven  days !  Our 
first  run,  after  rounding  the  S.£.  poiutt  ot  Cape 
Fisher,  was  opposite  to  Adderley's  Blufl^  where 
we  made  fast  to  the  land  ice,  until  a  change  of  tide 
had  set  the  loose  ice  off  shore,  and  allowed  us  in  the 
evening  to  get  as  far  as  Point  Elizabeth,  where  we 
remained  for  the  night. 

Early  on  the  3d  we  made  a  few  miles  towards 
Cape  Wilson,  and  the  tide  obliged  us  to  make  fast  to 
the  land  floe.  A  short  time  before  we  stopped,  we 
were  astonished  by  seeing  Eewerat  and  his  little 
party,  who  had  left  us  thirty-nine  days  before,  tra- 
velling along  the  smooth  ice  about  two  miles  in-shore 
of  us.  We  soon  after  saw  a  man,  who  from  his  pe- 
culiar gestures  we  imagined  to  be  Kooilittiuk,  perch 
himself  on  a  high  hummock,  about  half  a  mile  from 
the  edge  of  the  land  floe,  where  he  continued  screaming 
and  making  bows  until  we  had  sailed  past  him.  The 
ships  were  no  sooner  secured,  than  Captain  Parry 
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sent  an  officer  to  bring  our  friends  on  board.  From 
the  Fury  they  came  under  our  bows,  and  several  of 
us  went  to  them  in  a  boat,  which,  as  they  had  never 
before  seen  one  afloat,  caused  them  much  amusement. 
Kooilittiuk,  as  being  by  far  the  greatest  proficient 
in  complimentary  English,  had  constituted  htttself 
master  of  the  ceremonies  ;  and  the  whole  party  were 
unfeignedly  glad  to  see  us ;  as  well  as  our  tin  pots 
of  various  shapes  and  sizes,  with  sundry  iron  hoops 
besides.  The  travellers  had  killed  only  two  deer, 
but  seals  had  been  so  plentiful  that  they  had  ob- 
tained more  than  the  numbers  of  ^*  all  their  fingers 
and  toes."  They  were  therefore  all  in  good  case, 
very  greasy,  and  more  than  usually  dirty.  Their 
time  appeared  to  have  been  i^nt  in  dragging  forward 
their  heavy  load  by  easy  stages,  and  taking  long 
gormandizing  rests  as  food  presented  itself.  From 
Eewerat,  who  was  the  only  person  capable  of  giving 
any  information,  I  learnt  that  he  considered  us  as 
ten  days  from  Amityook.  Cape  Wilson  he  named 
Attigil-root,  and  a  long  low  island  off  it,  Ao6-lit-ti- 
wik  ;  both  which  places  agreed  in  every  respect  with 
the  chart  he  had  formerly  drawn.  The  tide  again 
serving,  we  took  leave  of  the  Eskimaux,  and  in 
shaking  hands,  Kooilittiuk,  with  a  knowing  look,  en- 
deavoured to  persuade  his  friend  Mr.  Richards  to 
leave  his  gloves  behind  him.  He  bore  the  refusal, 
however,  with  great  magnanimity,  and  advancing 
before  his  companions,  took  his  leave  by  a  bow,  and 
the  expressive  speech  of  "  Welly  well  I  taank  you,'* 
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to  which  three  cheers  were  added  as  chorus  by  die 

rest. 

On  securing  the  ships  in  the  evening,  the  heavy 
ice  came  down  on  us  with  siich  force  as  to  snap  oar 
hawsers,  and  to  carry  its  on  board  the  Fury,  by  which 
means  we  broke  her  best  bower  anchor,  and  cut  our 
waist  boat  nearly  in  two.  It  was  not  until  the  press- 
ure ceased  that  we  again  got  clear ;  but  we  lay  in 
dread  of  a  repetition  of  this  destructive  squeeze 
during  the  whole  night.  Since  leaving  Winter  Island 
we  had  been  in  the  habit  of  remarking  the  amazing 
regularity  of  the  soundings,  which  at  some  miles 
from  the  shore  always  were  between  forty  and  fifty 
fathoms.  At  eviery  mile  we  advanced,  we  found  the 
tides  more  impetuous,  and  they  swept  past  die  edge 
of  the  land  floe  at  the  rate  of  at  least  three  miles  an 
hour,  bringing  heavy  ice  down  -from  the  northward, 
which  we  could  only  escape  by  securing  the  ships 
within  some  little  nook  or  point  in  the  fast  ice,  which 
acted  as  a  fender. 

On  the  morning  of  the  4th,  the  pressure  was  so 
heavy  as  to  break  us  adrift  from  three  hawsers ;  we, 
however,  were  able  to  get  secure  again.  Casting  off 
in  the  forenoon,  we  towed  with  all  the  boats  for  a 
short  time  until  the  ice  again  began  to  set  in  on  us. 
As  the  Fury  followed  close  astern,  we  could  not  get 
fast,  and  to  avoid  again  being  carried  down  on  her, 
we  were  obliged  to  let  the  ice  take  us  where  it 
would.  The  same  stream  which  hampered  us,  left  the 
Fury  in  clear  water,  and  she  got  fast.     During  the 
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remainder  of  this  day  and  night,  and  until  the  even- 
ing of  the  5th,  we  made  constant  but  fruitless  at- 
tempts to  get  to  the  land  floe,  and  in  one  instance 
four  or  five  of  our  men  were  each  on  separate  pieces 
of  ice,  parted  from  us  in  the  endeavour  to  run  out  a 
hawser.  A  heavy  pressure  closing  the  loose  ice  un- 
expectedly gave  them  a  road  on  board  again ;  and 
but  for  this  circumstance  we  must  have  seen  them 
carried  away  by  the  stream  to  certain  destruction. 
When  at  length  we  were  secured,  the  Fury  was 
twelve  or  fourteen  miles  N.  E.  of  us. 

During  the  6th  we  advanced  about  a  cable's  length, 
and  at  noon  experienced  so  heavy  a  pressure,  that  for 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  our  stem  was  lifted  two  feet  out 
of  the  water,  when  the  ice  again  slackened,  and  the 
ship  righted.  We  were  afterwards  employed  in 
towing  and  warping  all  night,  and  a  light  breeze  fa- 
vouring us,  reached  the  Fury  by  noon  on  the  7th. 
She  was  lying  in  wait  for  us,  sheltered  in  a  bight  of 
the  land  ice  near  the  island  before  mentioned.  We 
found  that  her  sportsmen  had  killed  a  deer  and  se- 
veral ducks,  and  a  flock  of  Sabine  gulls  were  seen. 
A  few  eggs  only  were  picked  up,  which  might  be  ac- 
counted for  by  the  number  of  foxes  we  observed  to 
be  foraging  about  the  island.  Starting  in  the  after- 
noon, two  trips  carried  us  about  four  or  five  miles  on 
our  way,  when  we  made  fast  early  on  the  8th,  but 
were  not  suffered  to  remain  long  in  tranquillity.  The 
flood-tide  coming  down  loaded  with  a  more  than  ordi- 
nary quantity  of  ice,  pressed  the  ship  very  much  at 
between  6  and  7  a.  m.  and  rendered  it  necessary  to 
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get  the  stream  cable  out,  in  addition  to  the  other 
hawsers,  which  were  fast  to  the  land  iee*  This  was 
scarcely  accomplished,  when  a  very  heavy  and  ex- 
tensive floe  took  the  ship  on  her  broadside,  and  being 
backed  by  another  lai^e  body  of  ice,  gradually  lifted 
her  stern,  as  if  by  the  action  of  a  we^ge.  The  weight 
every  moment  increasing,  obliged  us  to  veer  on  the 
hawsers,  whose  friction  was  so  great  as  nearly  to  cut 
through  the  bitt-heads,  and  ultimately  to  set  them  on 
fire,  so  that  it  became  requisite  for  people  to  attend 
with  buckets  of  water.  The  pressure  was  at  length  too 
powerful  for  resistance,  and  the  stream  cable,  with  two 
six  and  one  five-inch  hawsers,  all  gave  way  at  the  same 
moment ;  three  others  soon  following  them.  The  sea 
was  too  full  of  ice  to  allow  the  ship  to  drive,  and  the 
only  way  in  which  she  could  yield  to  the-  enormous 
weight  which  oppressed  her,  was  by  leaning  over  on 
the  land  ice,  while  her  stem  at  the  same  time  was 
entirely  Ufied  to  above  the  height  of  five  feet  4Nit  of 
the  water !  The  lower  deck-beams  now  complained 
very  much,  and  the  whole  frame  of  the  ship  imder- 
went  a  trial  which  would  have  proved  fatal  to  any  less 
strengthened  vessel.  At  the  same  moment  the  rudder 
was  unhung  with  a  sudden  jerk,  which  broke  up  the 
rudder-case,  and  struck  the  driver  boom  with  great 
force.  We  were  in  this  state,  when  at  9  a.  m.  I  made 
known  our  distresses  to  Captain  Parry  by  telegraph,  as 
I  clearly  saw  that  in  the  event  of  another  floe  badking 
the  one  which  lifled  us,  the  ship  must  inevitaUy  turn 
over,  or  part  in  midships.  TTje  pressure,  however, 
which  had  been  so  dangerous  to  us,  now  proved  our 
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best  friend;  for  the  floe  on  which  we  were  bonie 
burst  upwards,  unable  to  resist  its  force;  the  ship 
righted,  and  a  small  slack  joocurring  in  the  water, 
drove  several  miles  to  the  sonthward  before  ^he  could 
again  be  secured  and  get  the  rudder  hnng  }  a  circum- 
stance much  to  be  regretted  at  the  moment,  as  our 
people  had  been  employed  with  little  intermission  for 
three  days  and  nights,  attending  to  the  safety  of  the 
ship  in  this  tremendous  tide-way.  It  may  here  be  to 
the  purpose  to  observe,  that  we  found  the  flood-tide 
coming  from  the  nortliward,  and  generally  running 
nine  hours,  while  the  ebb  seldom  exceeded  three 
or  four. 

On  the  forenoon  of  the  9th  we  agion  made  sail, 
after  having  passed  a  very  anxious  night*  Constant 
labour  during  the  whole  day  advanced  us  about  two 
miles ;  but  at  midnight  the  sea  opened,  the  wind  came 
in  our  favour,  and  we  ran  to  the  northward,  in  spite 
of  our  enemy  the  flood-tide.  On  our  way,  we  picked 
up  a  letter  attached  to  a  boarding-pike,  which  had 
been  left  by  Captain  Parry  to  inform  me  of  the  state 
of  the  ice  and  soundings  in  the  place  where  we  saw 
the  Fury  lying.  I  now  learnt,  that  at  the  time  we 
had  suffered  so  much  from  the  heavy  pressure,  the 
Fury  had  not  been  left  in  repose,  but  had  moored  with 
a  bower  cable  to  the  land  ice ;  this  alone  had  enabled 
her  to  ride  put  two  tides,  after  which  she  shifted  iiito 
a  bight  occasioned  by  a  separation  of  the  land  ice. 
We  continued  running  with  a  fresh  breeze  in  company 
.with  the  Fury  until  5  a.  m.  on  the  10th,  when  we  made 
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fast  to  some  heavy  grounded  ice  close  to  the  land. 
The  soundings  had  been  so  regular,  that,  had  it  been 
requisite,  we  could  have  approached  to  within  half 
a  cable's  length  of  the  beach,  and  even  now  we  lay  in 
five  fathoms  water  at  a  stone's  throw  from  it.  This 
enabled  a  party  to  take  a  walk  on  the  shore,  and  we 
ascended  to  the  rising  ground  by  the  side  of  a  laige 
and  wild  water-course  rushing  with  great  rapidity  over 
a  rugged  bed  of  grey  gneiss.  The  sides  were  over- 
hung by  steep  cliffii  of  snow,  and  from  beneath  these 
issued  several  small  streamlets  which  joined  the  larger 
rush  of  water.  The  land  was  high,  but  not  irregular, 
and  was  covered  in  many  places  with  detached  pieces 
of  granite,  quartz,  and  limestone.  Where  this  super- 
strata did  not  occur,  the  dark  grey  gneiss  was  found. 
The  valleys  were  swampy,  and  in  one  of  them,  there 
was  a  lake  of  about  two  miles  in  length,  where  moss 
and  rank  grass  were  abundant ;  but  the  only  two 
plants  we  saw  in  flower  were  the  blue  saxifrage  and 
a  few  yellow  poppies.  Sorrel  was  found,  but  of  so 
diminutive  a  size  as  merely  to  suffice  to  show  itself 
amongst  short  moss.  The  whole  scene  was  desolate 
in  the  extreme.  Eleven  deer,  however,  enlivened  it 
a  little,  but  they  were  extremely  wary. 

Of  birds,  one  grouse,  and  a  few  buntins  were  seen, 
and  I  shot  two  Siberian  larks,  the  alauda  flava  of 
Linnaeus.  On  the  rocks  I  found  several  half  torpid 
caterpillars,  and  about  thirty  coccoons,  which  latter 
were  so  numerous,  that  had  I  made  any  particular 
search  for  them,  hundreds  might  have  been  procured. 
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Remains  of  Eskimaux  tent  circles  and  hunting  coverts 
were  scattered  along  the  side  of  the  ravine,  where  I 
found  a  perfect  lamp,  which  I  was  about  to  clean 
from  what  I  supposed  to  be  an  accumulation  of  dirt, 
when  I  discovered,  that  instead  of  being  of  the  lapis 
olaris,  or  pot-stone,  it  was  formed  of  several  pieces  of 
granite  cemented  together  in  a  way  which  we  had 
never  before  seen. 

During  the  11th,  we  were  twice  set  adrift  by  the 
floating  and  breaking  of  the  grounded  ice,  but  by 
night  were  again  tolerably  secure,  and  in  some  mea- 
sure sheltered  from  the  tides,  which  rattled  past  us 
with  great  impetuosity.  A  calm  prevented  our 
moving,  although  the  sea  was  clear. 

On  the  12th,  we  ran  a  few  miles  to  the  N.  E. 
until  the  wind  failed,  and  the  boats  were  five  hours 
in  towing  us  in-shore,  where  we  made  fast  to  ice. 
During  the  evening  we  had  observed  a  considerable 
notch  in  the  land,  from  whence  a  current  set  out- 
wards with  great  rapidity,  and  freshened  the  surface 
of  the  sea,  at  a  distance  of  a  mile  from  the  shore.    At 
night,  a  deer  came  and  looked  down  on  the  ship  from 
the  rocks,  and  one  of  the  watch  had  merely  to  go  on 
shore  and  shoot  it. 

As  the  land  to  the  N.  E.  was  still  closely  beset  with 
ice,  and  the  wind  was  unfavourable  for  sailing,  I 
accompanied  Captain  Parry  to  examine  the  place  we 
had  seen  on  the  preceding  evening.  A  boat  was  at 
the  same  time  sent  from  each  ship  to  haul  the  Seine. 
We  soon  found  ourselves  at  the  entrance  of  a  river. 


SSS  BAftROW  RIVER. 

but  were  not  able  to  proceed  above  a  mile  or  two  up 
it,  before  our  progress  was  arrested  by  a  small  fiill,  or 
rapid.  At  this  place  the  stream  was  about  as  broad 
as  the  Thames  at  VauxhalL  We  here  hauled  the 
boats  on  the  beach,  and  proceeded  up  a  rising 
ground,  in  (Mrder  to  command  a  better  view.  Before 
we  had  advanced  a  mile,  we  heard  the  roaring  of  u 
cataract,  and  arrived  at  the  top  of  a  very  magnificent 
cascade,  surrounded  by  the  most  picturesque  and 
romantic  scenery. 

When  we  had  examined,  for  a  time,  this  new  and 
interesting  object,  lead  lines  were  brought  from  the 
boat,  and  the  result  of  our  observations  gave  the 
height  of  the  fall  as  follows.  Where  the  principal 
fall  commences  its  descent,  the  breadth  is  dbout 
forty-five  yards;  from  thence  the  first  leap  is 
about  fifteen  feet,  at  an  angle  of  nearly  thirty  de- 
grees from  a  vertical  line,  and  then  becoming  nar« 
rower  (or  from  thirty-five  to  forty  yards),  it  fidls 
perpendicularly  ninety  feet  more,  or  105  in  total 
height*  The  basin  which  receives  this  immense 
body  of  water  is  somewhat  of  a  circular  form,  and 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  diameter,  being  rather 
more  than  the  breadth  of  the  reach  immediately 
below  it.  Before  returning  on  board,  I  crossed  the 
lower  stream,  in  order  to  obtain  a  front  view  of  the 
cascade,  and  found  it  extremely  magnificent ;  the 
position  of  the  sun  creating  a  delicate  rainbow  in  the 
immense  clouds  of  spray  which  arose  to  the  height  of 
seventy  or  eighty  feet. 
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I  traced  the  river  a  short  distance  above  the  cas- 
cade, and  observed  three  other  rapids,  really  de-^ 
serving  their  name ;  the  clear  stream  running  over 
them  with  great  force.  The  course  was  in  a  winding 
direction  to  the  westward,  and  the  banks  were  efx* 
tremely  wild  and  striking.  Rocks  of  gneiss  and  granite 
sometimes  hemmed  the  stream,  but  more  generally 
its  shores  were  gently  slopit^  from  the  plains,  which 
abounded  in  flowery  vegetation;  it  was  impossible 
to  look  on  this  first  interesting  country  we  had  seen, 
without  fancying  that  the  air  was  scented  and  more 
pure  than  usual,  and  that  it  might,  without  detrac- 
tion, remind  us  of  the  scenery  of  a  better  land.  In 
the  swamps  I  found  several  chalybeate  streamlets,  one 
ot  which  savoured  strongly  of  iron.  Deer  abounded 
in  the  valley  ^  four  of  them  were  killed,  and  several 
wounded ;  king  and  eider  ducks  skimmed  along  the 
water,  and  black  and  red-throated  divers  were  also 
seen.  The  gcdden  plover  was  frequently  met  with,  and 
a  pair  of  hawks,  which  had  built  their  nest  on  a  steep 
cliff  near  the  principal  falli  whirled  repeatedly  over  our 
heads,  while  we  continued  near  the  foot  of  the  rock. 
One  of  our  people  brought  me  an  exceedingly  pretty 
nest  with  five  eggs^  of  the  snow  buntin«  This  was 
lined  with  rein-deer's  hair  in  the  same  neat  manner 
as  those  of  our  chaffinches,  and  the  outer  part  was 
grass. 

Our  boats  of  fi^rmen  met  with  no  success^ 
merely  catching  one  ugly  looking  fishy  whiah  was 
immediately  recognised  by  the  seamen.  a§  what. they 
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caUed  a  bull-head.  Could  the  boats  have  got  to  the 
basin  at  the  foot  of  the  fall,  I  have  no  doubt  they 
would  have  had  better  success,  as  from  the  remains 
of  Eskimaux  dwellings,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
salmon  might  have  been  procured. 

We  all  returned  on  board,  highly  delighted  with  our 
day's  discoveries,  which  made  a  stronger  impression  on 
us  from  comparison  with  the  desolation  and  wretched- 
ness of  every  other  place  we  had  before  visited.  If 
I  might  judge  by  my  own  feelings,  every  one  who 
had  been  on  shore  went  to  bed  a  little  home-sick. 

During  the  night  we  had  a  most  favourable  ran 
to  the  northward,  but  on  the  morning  of  the  14th, 
thick  weather  and  a  change  of  wind  checked  us  a 
good  deal.  In  the  course  of  the  day  we  made  some 
low  land,  which  answered  to  the  description  given  of 
Amit-yook.  We  continued  working  along  shore,  (in 
twenty-five  fathoms,  at  the  distance  of  eight  and  ten 
miles),  until  on  the  15th,  when  the  wind  came  lightly 
round  in  our  favour.  On  some  stream  ice  near  us 
were  several  herds  of  walruses  basking  in  the  sun ; 
and  I  went,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Fife,  to  procure 
one.  They  allowed  us  even  to  land  on  the  pieces 
of  ice  on  which  they  lay,  before  they  commenced 
their  cumbrous  retreat,  facing  us,  with  open  mouths. 
We  killed  one,  but  he  sunk  before  we  could  get 
the  boat  to  him,  and  wounded  several  others,  when, 
seeing  the  Fury's  boat  had  been  more  successful,  we 
went  to  assist  in  towing  her.  On  our  way  we  met 
a  male  and  female  attended  by  their  culs  and  soon 
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wounded  the  two  old  ones.  They  fought  us  how- 
ever with  desperation,  and  would  not  retreat.  The 
female,  on  being  killed,  was  secured  alongside,  but 
the  male,  even  when  shot  in  three  places,  and  having 
two  lances  sticking  in  him,  attacked  us  furiously, 
although  each  time  he  approached,  he  received  a 
bayonet  to  the  socket.  Having  at  last  driven  him  near 
the  Fury's  boat,  our  joint  efforts  despatched  him,  after 
about  ten  minutes  struggle.  This  brave  animal  had 
repeatedly  attempted  to  hook  his  tusks  over  the  gun- 
wale of  the  boat,  had  stove  her  slightly  in  three 
places,  and  left  eight  deep  marks  on  her  bow.  The 
cub,  which  was  black  and  without  tusks,  continued 
by  its  parents  during  the  whole  combat,  and  fre- 
quently endeavoured  to  mount  on  the  back  of  which- 
ever first  rose  to  the  surface.  To  this  may  be  attributed 
:he  more  than  usual  fierceness  of  the  old  ones,  whose 
^ears  for  their  ofispring  prevented  their  own  escape. 
The  female,  on  being  hoisted  in,  was  considered  as 
-ather  small  by  those  who  were  judges.  On  each 
tide  she  had  two  teats,  almost  concealed  in  the 
lellyt  but  they  could  be  pulled  out  to  the  size  and 
ength  of  those  of  a  sow.  The  stomach  contained 
mly  about  3lbs.  of  pebbles,  and  a  handful  of  sea- 
veed.  The  blubber  was  not  above  two  inches  in 
hickness,  perhaps  owing  to  the  animal's  being  re- 
luced  by  suckling  its  young.  The  flesh  was  coarse 
md  dark-coloured,  but  the  greater  part  of  us  pre- 
erred  it  to  such  thin  venison  as  had  at  this  time 
>een  procured.      During  the  night  we  continued 
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running  slowly  to  the  northward,  passiog  a  durter 
of  three  or  four  small  idands,  on  which  were  the 
appearances  of  large  stone  huts,  although  we  saw  no 
people.  On  loose  pieces  of  ice  near  the  shwe,  such 
a  quantity  of  walruses  were  lying,  that  some  of  out 
officers  who  had  been  in  Spitzbergen  assured  me 
they  had  never  before  seen  them  so  numerous^ 

As  we  advanced  on  the  morning  of  the  l6th,  we 
still  continued  to  see  more  land^  all  of  which  bore 
the  same  character  of  flatness  as  that  we  hdd  latriy 
passed,  and  i^e  at  length  came  to  a  track  of  flat  and 
unbroken  ice,  extending,  as  far  as  we  could  obserye, 
to  the  land  north  of  it*     A  view  from  'the  erow^ 
nest  in  an  instant  showed  us  the  v^  poaitions 
which  had  been  laid  down  with  such  admirable  ac^ 
curacy  by  Digliak !     At  nine  in  the  foreaoon  aevend 
tents  were  seen  on  shore,  and  we  bore  up  to  comma* 
nicate  with  the  natives,  whom  we  observed  coming 
off  in  five  kayaks.     Captain  Parry  in  one  boat,  and 
myself  in  another,  with  several  of  our  officers^  went 
to  join  them.     The  strangers  at  first  showed  evident 
signs  of  timidity,  arnd  would  not  for  some  time'ap^ 
proach  us,  until  on  receiving  a  few  presents,  their  re- 
serve wore  off,  and  all  crowded  round  usy  ftglnng 
questions — "  Who  are  you,  what  are  you,  whence  do 
ye  come,  what  is  your  name,  what  d*  ye  want  ?*  4c. 
with  great  rapidity  and  anxiety.     We  now  fbrtunatel] 
understood  enough  of  their  language  to  answer  then 
satisfactorily,  and  our  friendship  was  therefore  *aooc 
established.    One  fine-looking  fellow,  in  a  bear  ddi 
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coat,  hung  on  by  our  boat,  and  was  delighted  at  hear* 
ing  tidings  of  our  Winter  Island  people.  His  wife^ 
he  J^informed  us,  was  sister  to  Okotook  and  To- 
gorlat,  and  his  own  name  was  Inn55k-shioo.  As  the 
weather  had  become  thick,  and  snow  fell  with  a  fresh 
breeze,  we  could  not  see  the  land ;  but  our  new  friends 
piloted  us  along  the  edge  of  the  ice,  and  their  kayaks 
cut  gracefully  over  a  rolling  sea  which  was  rising. 
After  a  very  long  pull  we  came  to  a  creek  in  the  ice, 
and  saw  tents  on  shore,  at  about  half  a  mile  from  us. 
Our  boats  being  hauled  on  the  ice^  the  cries  of  our 
guides  soon  brought  out  the  whole  population,  who 
hastened  towards  us,  but  with  evident  signs  of  fear, 
until  assured  by  those  who  led  us  by  the  hand,  of  our 
friendly  intentions.  Innook-shioo,  who  had  taken 
charge  of  me,  hurried  me  forward  as  fast  as  he  could 
run,  and  each  of  pur  party  found  some  one  to  con* 
duct  him  in  the  same  manner.  .  Some  old  men  were 
amongst  the  first  we  stopped  to  speak  with,  and  three 
of  them  carried  spears  or  staffi  made  of  one  entire 
piece  of  ivory  of  the  unicorn's  horn.  They  all,  on 
approaching,  quietly  stroked  their  breasts,  repeating 
the  words  Man-ik4d-ml  and  Tal-ma«  One  of  the 
old  people  presented  me  his  ivory  spear  on  seeing  me 
look  at  it,  and  fell  back,  not  expecting  any  return ; 
he  however  considered  a  knife,  which  I  gave  him,  as 
a  most  valuable  equivalent,  and  held  it  up  with  great 
satisfaction  to  show  to  the  others. ,  Captain  Parry^s 
party  had  proceeded  to  the  larger  assemblage  of 
tents,  while  we  went  to  five  which  were  about  half  a 

Q  2 


«28  TENTS. 

mile  from  them.  AH  the  pec^Ie  we  met  were  intro- 
duced to  us  by  name,  but  in  a  very  hurried  manner, 
as  my  conductor  did  not  slacken  his  pace  until  close 
to  his  own  tent ;  where,  at  the  entrance,  stood  his 
wife  with  two  walrus  tusks,  which  she  threw  rudely 
towards  us,  and  then  ran  away.  The  husband,  how- 
ever, soon  pacified  her,  and  we  all  went  into  their 
little  dwelling.  The  lady,  whose  name  waa  Ang- 
mS-ldO-t5d-een-ga,  was  some  years  younger,  and 
much  better  looking  than  her  sister  Togoriat,  and 
might  have  been  called  a  pretty  woman  even  in  Eu- 
rope* I  quite  delighted  her  by  speaking  of  her  re- 
latives, and  showing  the  kakeen  her  sister  had  woiked 
on  my  arm.  All  the  Winter  Island  news  was  talked 
over,  and  I  found  in  each  of  the  other  tents  some  of 
our  officers  giving  the  same  informatioa  to  attentive 
audiences.  Tents  now  taking  the  place  of  hut&in  my 
narrative,  I  made  a  sketch  of  Innookhioos,  which  was 
single,  and  one  of  the  best ;  and  I  may  as  well  en- 
deavour at  once  to  describe  these  dwdlings,  &  few 
minutes  sufficing  to  show  us  their  whole  construction. 
The  covering  is  of  the  skin  of  the  walrus,  cut  into 
layers  of  about  the  thickness  of  a  dollar,  and  ex- 
tremely transparent  and  oily.  At  the  end  &cing 
the  north,  seals'  skins,  with  the  hair  still  on  them, 
form  a  good  defence  against  the  cold  winds*  Be- 
neath this  part  is  the  sleeping  place,  alone  distin- 
guished by  having  several  deer  skins  spread  on  the 
bare  ground.  All  the  seams  of  the  covering  aie 
aewed  together  with  such  care  as  to  be  peilfectly 
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water-proof,  and  the  entrance  has  additional  iskins, 
which  are  flapped  over  and  kept  fast  by  having  a 
stone  placed  on  the  lower  edge.  To  suj^xHt  the 
tent,  a  pole  of  bones  lashed  together,  some  broken 
spears,  or,  in  a  few  instances,  an  unicorn's  horn  is  used, 
and  to  increase  the  height,  is  placed  on  a  large  stone 
in  the  centre.  The  diameter  of  the  base  is  ten,  twelve, 
or  fourteen  feet,  according  to  the  circumstances  or 
number  of  inmates;  and  when  a  tent  is  double,  it  is 
merely  formed  by  joining  the  mouths  of  two  single 
ones,  and  making  the  opening  on  one  side.  Besides 
the  portion  I  have  called  the  sleeping  place,  there  is- 
but  little  standing  room,  as  on  one  side  of  the  door 
is  accumulated  an  immense  heap  of  flesh,  blujbberr 
bones,  birds,  eggs,  &c.  &c.  &c.  which  lie  at  the  mercy 
of  the  heels  of  all  who  enter,  the  juices  forming  an 
intolerably  fllthy  mud  on  the  shingle  floor.  From 
this  profusion  of  delicacies,  thus  jumbled  together, 
it  may  be  unnecessary  to  add  that  the  food  of  the 
fiEmiily  is  selected  as  wanted.  The  bottom  of  Jthe 
tent  covering  is  fastened  down  either  by  large  stones 
or  a  mound  of  gravel  piled  over  it,  and  the  top  of 
the  pole  has  one  or  two  skin  lines  carried  from  it  for 
security  and  steadines^i 

Wherever  we  went,  the  inhabitants  produced  all 
their  little  store  of  valuables  for  sale,  but  they  ap- 
peared miserably  poor,  ill  clothed  in  dirty  deer  skins, 
and  not  having  .sufficient  bedding  to  make  them 
comfortable  at  night.  On  the  other  hand  they  were 
fatf  and  had  provisions  in  abundance  ;  even  their 
dogs  were  in   high   condition,  numerous,  and  the 
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niost  beautiful  animals  >of  the  kind  I  had  ever  seen. 
The  people  were  very  well  behaved ;  free,  without 
being  rude,  and  extremely  anxious  to  show  us  atten- 
tion. Elach  was  much  pleased  when  we  entered  his 
tent,  thanking  us  for  so  doing,  and  ofibring  us  a  seat 
on  the  deer  skins.  We  were  shown  the  father,  bro- 
thei^  and  other  relations  of  Kooilittiiik,  which  now 
cleared  us  of  an  error  into  which  we  had  fidlen,  of 
fioicSying  ourselves  at  Amityook ;  instead  of  which  we 
leamt  that  the  land  was  insular,  and  was  called  Ig- 
Uk>-lik,  the  northernmost  inhabited  island  laid  down 
hf  nigliak.  The  young  wife  of  Toolooaghioo  was 
shown  us ;  a  very  pretty  well-grown  ffr\,  about  fouri- 
teen  ^ears  of  age,  with  i  pair  of  fine  black  eyes.  She 
asked  several  questions  about  her  husband,  who  was 
soon  expected  to  conie  for  her,  and  was  pleased  at 
hearing  that  he  had  plenty  of  tin  pots  and  was  an 
expert  seal  catcher ;  neither  did  she  seem  sorry  to 
find  that  he  was  well-grown  and  handsome. 

'There  were  at  this  time  seventeen  tents  along  the 
beach,  and  we  supposed  the  natives  to  amount  in 
number  to  120.  Near  each  tent  was  a  canoe  placed, 
bottom  upwards,  with  stones  laid  over  to  prevent  its 
being  blown  away.  The  paddle,  spears,  and  equipage 
lay  near,  on  the  ground. 

In  the  afternoon  the  wind  and  drift  increasM  con- 
siderably, and  the  loose  ice  off  the  edge  of  the  land  floe 
was  set  in  motion  by  a  rolling  swell.  Captidn  Parry, 
fearing  the  weather  would  become  each  moment 
more  unfavourable,  decided  on  going  ofiP  at  once; 
for,  although  we  could  not  see  half  a  mile,  he  hoped 
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that  the  hourly  fog  signal  of  a  gun  would  direct  us. 
The  boats  were  launched,  which  gave  most  of  us  a 
good  cold  bath,  and  out  we  pulled.  The  Fury's 
boat  soon  got  out  of  sight,  ours  being  a  gentleman 
crew,  and  we  continued  to  struggle  against  wind, 
sea,  sleet,  and  rolling  ice  for  two  hours,  when^  having 
shipped  two  seas,  we  bore  oip  before  a  third  should 
swamp  us,  and  made  for  the  fast  ice,  directed  by  thid 
sea  we  heard  beating  against  it.  After  much  anxiety 
we  got  the  boat  through  some  large  pieces,  which 
occasionally  met  with  a  heavy  crush,  and  hauling 
her  up  on  the  floe,  we  dragged  her  to  the  shore, 
which  we  found  to  be  about  a  mile  off.  The 
Eskimaux  no  sooner  saw  our  distress,  than  disre^ 
garding  the  weather,  they  came  in  a  body,  and  as- 
sisted to  get  the  boat  up  a  steep  bank  of  shingle 
forming  the  beach,  and  to  turn  her  bottom  upwards. 
As  we  could  not  stay  by  her,  we  lay  of  course  en- 
tirely at  the  mercy  of  the  natives,  who  might,  if  they 
had  so  pleased,  have  stripped  her  of  every  thing  in  the 
bight-time.  I  however  made  a  long  oration,  in 
which  I  believe  nothing  Was  understood,  but  that  I 
had  plenty  of  tin  pots,  winch  should  be  distributed 
if  I  found  them  honest^-  An  old  man  then  said 
something  which  seemed  to  influence  the  crowd, 
who  all  followed  us,  and  I  do  not  believe  a  single 
person  went  within  twenty  yards  of  the  boat  during 
the- whole  night,  although  she  lay  directly  in  the  path 
between  the  two  groups  of  tents,  and  contained  an 
immense  treasure  of  wood  and  iron ;  both  which  sub- 
staaces  had  scarcely  ever  been  seen  amongst  the  tribe. 
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We  all  found  tents  to  receiye  us,  the  hoq^itable 
natives  showing  great  anxiety  to  shelter  our  cold  and 
dripping  party.  Myself  and  three  other  officers  were 
conducted  to  a  lai^e  double  tent,  where  a  woman 
waa  brought  to  each  to  pull  off  and  wring  our  wet 
garments,  and  to  assist  in  clothing  us  with  the  fur 
dresses,  which  the  men  had  stripped  themselves  of  to 
give  us.  We  were  then  put  in  full  possession  of  a 
sleeping  place,  and  though  with  one  skin  only  to 
cover  us,  it  was  their  all ;  and  even  the  dirt  and 
smell  of  the  tent  were  forgotten  in  the  delightful 
hospitality  of  our  entertainers,  who  thus  tried  every 
means  in  their  power  to  make  us  comfortable.  The 
weather,  as  we  expected,  became  extremely  severe, 
yet  our  host  took  on  himself  the  charge  of  watching 
the  boat,  going  out  frequently,  and  returning  with 
the  report  that  all  was  well. 

When,  afl^r  an  hour  or  two,  the  tent  was  cleared 
of  the  numerous  visitors  who  came  to  look  at  us, 
Ang5-wush-y^  (its  master)  asked  if  the  women  should 
sing,  which,  on  our  assenting,  they  commenced  doing 
with  great  glee,  while  he  exhibited  as  a  dancer,  watch«- 
ing  our  looks  very  anxiously  to  observe  if  his  endea- 
vours to  please  were  successful.  To  the  dance  was 
added  an  exhibition  of  grimaces,  and  the  extraor- 
dinary guttural  cries  of  the  women ;  which  being 
finished,  it  became  our  turn  to  sing,  and  we  gave 
them  some  noisy  choruses,  even  though  we  were  still 
so  chilled  that  our  teeth  chattered.  The  women 
observing  this,  tucked  us  up  as  well  as  they  could, 
spreading  boots,  mittens,  raw  duck  skins,  and  whatr 
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ever  else  they  could  collect  over  our  1^ ;  while  the 
men  carefully  stopped  up  the  cracks  in  the  tent, 
covering  them  with  bunches  of  feathers.  At  length 
the  endeavours  of  our  female  attendants  were  suc- 
cessful, and  those  kind  attentions  which  their  tender 
sex  have  ever  paid  to  men  in  distress,  were  suf- 
ficient to  warm  the  whole  of  our  party.  Our  host 
remained  standing  all  night,  which  no  doubt  was 
intended  as  a  mark  of  respect  for  us.  At  about 
eight  o'clock,  we  were  agreeably  surprised  by  seeing 
one  of  the  Fury's  people,  who  informed  us  that 
Captain  Parry  had  been  obliged  to  follow  our  exam- 
ple, and  was  now  at  the  distant  tents. 

The  morning  of  the  17th  was  but  little  more  favour- 
able for  going  off,  as  we  could  see  nothing  of  the  ships ; 
at  four,  however,  we  started,  having  given  every 
thing  in  our  possession  to  our  hospitable  entertainers. 
Every  one  was  anxious  to  have  a  share  in  launching 
the  boat  over  the  floe,  and  several  men,  bearing  their 
kayaks  on  their  heads,  and  accompanied  by  women, 
carrying  the  paddles  and  spears,  walked  down  also. 
Eleven  of  them  put  to  sea  with  us,  although  we  could 
not  discern  the  ships,  and  it  was  not  until  the  ex* 
piration  of  four  tedious  hours  that  we  heard  guns, 
and  arrived  on  board  the  Hecla.  Our  different  hosts, 
boats  and  all,  were  taken  into  the  ship,  where  they 
received  abundant  presents  for  themselves  and  fami- 
lies. A  light  breeze  soon  separated  us  from  our 
friends,  who  now  made  for  the  shore  again,  and  we 
stood  for  what  we  supposed  the  head  of  the  bay. 

The  people  we  had  now  seen  were  all  connected 
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by  birth  and  marriage  with  our  winter  friends,  yet  it 
was  the  general  OfMnion  that  they  exhibited  a  greater 
variety  of  feature.  The  young  people  of  both  sexes 
were,  many  of  them,  good  looking  and  even  handsome ; 
several  of  the  men  had  stronger  beards  than  we  had 
before  seen,  and  in  one  case,  of  a  reddish  brown 
colour.  The  kakeen  of  the  women  was  neither  so 
abundantly  or  neatly  marked  as  in  the  former  tribe ; 
though  on  seeing  us  examining  their  arms,  many  of 
them  exultingly  pulled  up  the  knees  of  their  breeches, 
to  show  that  even  their  legs  were  not  devoid  of  orna- 
ment. Two  women  had  each  lost  a  finger,  one.  of 
whom  showed  us  in  pantomime,  that  her  husband  had 
sawed  it  off  in  consequence  of  a  swelling ;  a  man 
also  had  lost  a  finger  by  a  seal ;  and  we  observed  a 
fine  looking  fellow  much  maimed  about  the  eye  and 
temple,  from  the  bite  of  a  she  bear,  which,  with  her 
two  cubs,  he  had  attacked  and  killed.  As  we  saw 
nothing  of  the  surface  of  the  island,  and  were  again 
to  return  to  it,  I  shall  now  take  my  leave  of  the 
Eskimaux,  and  return  to  our  ships ;  which,  as  I 
learnt  from  Mr.  Hoppner,  had  been  very  unplei^ 
santly  situated  at  one  period  of  the  stormy  night 
which  was  past.  The  wind  and  thick  weadier 
troubled  us  during  the  whole  day,  and  the  ships 
were  alone  enabled  to  keep  together  by  fog  signals. 

The  weather  clearing  on  the  18th,  enabled  Us  to 
see  the  flat  unbroken  ice,  extending  from  about  east 
to  west,  and  filling  a  deep  apparent  bay,  formed  by 
distant  land  to  the  northward.  We  now  had  an 
admirable  subject  for  the  trial  of  our  patience^  as  until 
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the  dissolution  or  breaking  up  of  the  ice-fieM,  we 
must  unavoidably  remain  at  its  edge.  We  rounded 
the  S.E.  point  of  land,  and  beating  up  until  the 
evening  of  the  19th,  again  came  to  a  similar  floe, 
lying  across  a  bay  or  bight,  of  which  the  land  was 
but  indistinctly  seen  from  the  mast-head.  Its  ap- 
pearance however  was  broken,  and  its  extent  from 
about  west  to  S.E.  On  the  20th,  we  bore  up  for 
Igloolik,  where  on  the  23d  a  party  landed  from 
each  ship.  On  our  way  to  the  shore,  the  sea  was  so 
smooth  between  some  patches  of  young  ice  formed 
during  the  night,  that  we  observed  the  spray  from 
the  oars  to  run  in  little  silvery  globules  along  the 
surface,  in  the  same  manner  as  quicksilver  on  any 
hard  plane ;  and  it  was  not  till  the  expiration  of  five 
or  six  seconds,  that  these  brilliant  drops  stopped, 
and  suddenly  mingled  with  the  other  water. 

Our  friends  met  us  at  the  edge  of  the  ice,  and  haul- 
ing up  our  boats,  led,  or  rather  dragged  us,  to  their 
tents.  One  woman,  far  advanced  in  pregnancy,  had 
partaken  so  largely  in  the  general  frenzy,  that  she 
absolutely  foamed  at  the  mouth,  and  had  all  the  ap- 
pearance of  being  raving  mad :  the  fit  however  gra- 
dually wore  off,  and  she  became  pale  and  composed^ 
With  many  others  I  visited  the  winter  huts,  which 
were  decidedly  the  most  extraordinary  edifices  I  had 
ever  seen,  being  entirely  constructed  of  the  bones  of 
whales,  unicorns,  walruses,  and  smaller  animals,  the 
interstices  being  filled  with  earth  and  moss :  they  were 
domed,  and  the  base  of  the  largest  was  seventeen  or 
eighteen  feet,  its  height  about  nine.    A  thick  coating 
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of  soot  and  filth  covered  the  interior  of  these  abodes, 
of  which  there  were  five,  and  a  most  noisome  efflu- 
via exhaled  from  them  ;  the  entrances  were  rudely 
arched,  not  extending  far,  but  extremely  low.  The 
whole  of  the  buildings  were  so  dili^idated,  that  we  were 
enabled  to  see  the  interior  without  entering ;  which  was 
not  to  be  regretted,  on  account  of  the  state  they  were 
in.  The  ground  all  around  was  strewed  with  skulls 
and  skeletons  of  animals ;  and  human  heads  were 
picked  up,  to  the  amount  of  at  least  a  dozen !  Bones 
indeed  were  so  numerous,  that  we  literally  trod 
on  theuK  A  large  stagnant  field  of  mud  sur- 
rounded the  place,  adding  its  full  share  of  sweets, 
as  it  was  constantly  ploughed  up  by  all  who  walked 
through  it  to  the  huts:  the  bottom  of  this  also  felt 
as  if  covered  with  bones.  Near  at  hand  were  several 
large  tumuli,  which  had  formerly  been  dwellings,  but 
which  were  now  solid  moss-covered  mounds.  From 
their  appearance  in  decidedly  different  states  of  anti- 
quity, from  the  very  slow  progress  either  of  vegetation 
or  decay  in  a  country  which  for  at  least  nine  months 
in  the  year  is  frozen  as  hard  as  a  rock,  and  from  the 
natives  never  recollecting  them  as  being  inhabited, 
I  am  led  J;o  suppose  that  the  island  of  Igloolik  must 
have  been,  for  centuries,  the  residence  of  Eskimaux. 
It  is  strange  that  the  skulls  of  men  should  have  been 
left  to  lie  neglected  under-foot  amongst  those  of  all 
kinds  of  animals  :  but  the  natives  treated  the  matter 
with  the  utmost  indifference ;  and  a  lad  who  accom- 
panied me  a  few  miles  inland  to  shoot,  carried  down 
to  the  boat  for  me  a  couple  of  human  heads,  I  had 
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found  near  a  lake,  with  the  same  willingness  as  some 
ducks  which  I  had  killed.  In  the  course  of  my  ram-^ 
ble,  I  saw  four  more  of  these  remnants  of  Eskimaux, 
which  were  eagerly  pointed  out  by  the  boy,  wheD 
he  saw  I  was  interested  in  them.  Near  one,  a  stone 
cooking-vessel  was  lying,  and  had  probably  been 
buried  at  the  same  time  as  the  body. 

In  addition  to  the  above  specimens^  I  was  so 
fortunate,  after  a  long  chase,  as  to  shoot  a  snowy 
owl,  an  extremely  rare  and  beautiful  bird,  and  sel- 
dom seen  even  in  these  regions.  Naturalists  place 
it  between  the  eagle  and  the  owl ;  and  indeed  all  its 
motions,  when  first  wounded,  bore  far  greater  resem- 
blance to  the  former  than  to  the  latter  bird  :  its  size 
was  immense.  It  is  remarkable  that  the  white  owl 
sees  equally  well  as  other  birds,  in  the  most  br^ht 
weather,  and  always  takes  its  prey  by  daylight. 

Amongst  some  other  trifling  purchases  which  I 
made,  was  a  small  round  basket,  composed  of  grass, 
in  precisely  the  same  manner  as  those  constructed 
by  the  Tibboo,  in  the  southern  parts  of  Fezzan,  and 
agreeing  with  them  also  in  its  shape.  Hiis  is  a  most 
striking  coincidence,  that  savages  who  dwell  in  the  ex- 
tremes of  heat  and  cold,  should,  with  nature  only  for 
their  guide,  both  use  the  same  method,  although  not 
the  same  material,  in  the  formation  of  their  baskets. 
It  was  my  wish  to  buy  some  of  the  kow,  or  tent- 
covering,  of  thinned  walrus  hides,  but  I  found  none 
which  was  not  in  use.  A  poor  fellow,  however, 
seeing  a  knife  offered  in  exchange,  ran  instantly  and 
made  an  attack  on  his  tent,  in  which  his  wife  was 
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sitting,  and  they  both  began  cutting  it  to  pieces  be- 
fore I  could  prevent  them.  Tlie  coveiHlng  being  all 
in  patches,  I  refused  to  buy  any  part  of  it,  but 
the  poor  wife  sat  down  so  contentedly  to  repair 
the  damage,  and  seemed  in  such  perfect  good  hu- 
mour, that  the  knife  was  given  gratis  with  all  my 
heart.  While  idling  the  time  until  the  hour  of 
going  on  board,  we  gave  scrambles  of  beads  to  the 
women,  who  many  pf  them  with  children  on  their 
backs^  tumbled  about,  one  over  the  other,  with  the 
most  delightflil  good  humour ;  and  it  was  observed, 
that  if  by  accident  any  one  dropped  a  bead,  the 
others  were  as  anxious  to  pick  it  up,  and  restore  it, 
as  if  it  had  been  for  themselves.  The  little  girls  as- 
sembled to  the  number  of  eleven,  to  sing  and  make 
fiu;es,  and  squatted  down  before  us  for  tha£  purpose, 
with  great  glee.  Hiey  were  pretty  children,  of  from 
five  to  ten  years  of  age,  and  the  leader  of  the  troop 
was  a  girl  of  superior  appearance,  with  full  black  eyes 
and  a  fine  complexion,  sister  to  Amalooa.  This 
matron,  who  we  found  was  actually  married  io,  and 
living  with,  Kongolek,  a  fine  young  man,  of  about 
eighteen,  was  thirteen  years  of  age  only. 

The  natives  accompanied  us  to  the  boats,  and 
cheered  until  we  were  out  of  hearing. 

Landing  again  on  the  24th,  we  found  that  aman  had 
arrived  from  a  distance  with  a  cargo  of  salmon,  which 
luxury  was  of  course  eagerly  purchased,  as  the  greatest 
treat  we  had  met  with  since  leaving  England :  the 
fish  were  small,  from  18  inches  to  2  feeik  in  length. 
The  carcasses  of  two  or  three  deer  were  also  procured. 
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Captain  Parry  landed  for  the  purpose  of  endeavour* 
ing  to  induce  the  natives  to  bring  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  fish  for  the  supply  of  the  ships,  and  succeeded  in 
engaging  a  man,  named  T5o46-mak,  to  set  out  for 
that  purpose  on  the  morrow  ;  he  was  to  be  absent 
four  days.  As  I  could  be  well  spared  at  this  time, 
atid  liked  these  kind  of  excursions,  I  asked '  and  ob- 
tained Captain  Parry's  permission  to  accompany  the 
Eskimaux,  and  was  landed  the  same  night,  accom- 
panied by  George  Dunn  (s.)  of  the  Hecla. 
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We  soon  found  Toolemak,  and  were  welcomed  to 
his  tent ;  where,  fof  two  hourd,  the  crowd  was  so 
great  that  it  was  impossible  to  move  an  elboW.  A 
new  deer  skin  was  spread  for  me,  and  Dunn  having 
found  a  comer  for  himself,  we  all  lay  dowti  to  sleep, 
not,  however,  until  our  host,  his  wife,  their  son,  and 
a  dog,  all  naked,  except  the  lady,  who,  with  ihe  de- 
corum natural  to  her  sex,  retained  hei:  breeches,  had 
turned  in  beside  me,  under  cover  of  a  fine  warm  skin. 
It  rained  incessantly  diiring  the  night. 

At  10  A.  M.  on  the  26th,  we  set  off,  and  walking 
about  two  miles,  found  the  sledge  on  a  beach,  near 
the  southern  ice.  Four  men  were  to  accompany  us 
on  this  vehicle,  and  the  good-natured  fellows  volun- 
teered to  carry  our  luggage  to  it.  A  second  sledge 
was  under  the  charge  of  three  boys,  who  had  eight 
d<^ :  our  teams  consist^  of  eleven.  Passing  along 
the  strait  which  divides  the  island  from  the  main 
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land  to  the  southward,  Toolemak  pointed  out  two 
assemblages  of  stone  huts,  to  which,  in  the  summer, 
or  more  properly,  when  the  ice  breaks  up,  the  na- 
tives come  in  order  to  fish,  and  sometimes  to  kill 
a  whale  or  an  unicorn.  Hie  weather  was  so  thick 
that  we  could  not  at  times  see  a  quarter  of  a  mile  be- 
fore us,  but  yet  went  rapidly  forward  to  the  W.N.W., 
where,  after  about  six  hours  run,  we  came  to  a  high 
bold  land,  and  a  great  number  of  islands  of  reddish 
granite,  bold  and  barren  in  the  extreme.  We  here 
found  the  ice  in  a  very  decayed  state,  and  in  many 
places  the  holes  and  fissures  were  difficult,  if  not 
dangerous  to  pass.  At  the  expiration  of  eight  hours, 
our  impediments  in  this  respect  had  increased  to 
such  a  degree  as  to  stop  our  farther  progress.  Dunn, 
the  old  man,  and  myself,  therefore  walked  over  a 
small  island,  and  saw  beyond  it  a  sheet  of  water, 
which  quite  precluded  any  advance  but  by  boats^ 
At  three  miles  west  of  this  were  two  bluflF  hills,  se- 
parated by  an  apparent  strait  of  half  a  mile  in  width, 
and  beyond  that  lay  a  flat  field  of  ice,  over  which  was 
land  in  the  distance. 

In  the  hope  that  the  morning  would  prove  more 
favourable  for  our  obtaining  a  view  of  the  land,  the 
only  advantage  to  be  derived  from  our  visit,  since  the 
state  of  the  ice  prevented  our  reaching  the  fishing- 
place,  it  was  decided  to  pass  the  night  on  one  of  the 
rocky  islands.  The  Eskimaux,  with  their  customary 
improvidence,  having  brought  no  provision  with 
them,  I  distributed  our  four  days'  allowance  of  meat 
in  equal  proportions  to  the  whole  party,  and  they  all 
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lay  down  to  sleep  on  the  rocks,  having  merely  a  piece 
of  skin  to  keep  the  rain  from  their  faces }  and  ia 
this  comfortless  state  they  remained  very  quietly  for 
eight  hours. 

The  morning  of  the  27th  was  rather  fine  for  a 
short  time,  or,  properly  speaking,  the  rain  was  lew 
violent ;  and  we  saw  above  thirty  islands  in  one 
group,  varying  from  one  hundred  yards  to  a  mil6 
in  length :  these  I  named  the  Coxe  group.  Two 
deer  were  seen  on  the  northern  land  (Khi&d-Ia- 
ghifoo),  and  Toolemak  accompanied  Dunn  in  chase 
of  them  :  one  was  killed  by  the  latter,  as  he  informed 
me,  in  consequence  of  the  old  man's  lying  behind 
a  stone,  and  imitating  the  peculiar  bellow  of  these 
animals,  until  it  was  led  by  its  curiosity  to  come 
within  a  short  gun-shot.  We  crossed  with  the  sledgea 
in  order  to  bring  the  deer  down,  and  found  that  the 
old  man  had  skinned  and  broken  it  up  after  his  own 
manner,  and  I  divided  it  into  shares.  The  entrails 
and  paunch  I  was  about  to  leave  on  the  plain,  but 
was  reminded  by  the  anxious  looks  which  the  natives 
cast  on  these  objects,  that  Crantz  describes  the  latter 
as  a  Greenland  delicacy,  where  it  is  called  **n^ 
roo-k&,  or  the  eatable."  I  accordingly  assigned 
these  choice  morsels  to  young  Kong-d-lek  (scurvy 
grass),  who  bore  them  off  in  triumph }  not,  however, 
until  a  few  handfuls  had  been  swallowed  by  his  com- 
panions. Arriving  on  the  ice,  a  skin  was  taken  frcnn 
the  sledge  for  a  seat,  and  we  all  squatted  down  to  s^. 
repast  which  was  quite  new  to  me.     In  ten  minutes 
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the  Eskimaux  had  picked  every  one  of  the  deer's 
bones  so  clean,  that  even  the  hungry  dogs  did  not 
attempt  to  gnaw  them  a  second  time.  Dunn  and 
myself,  as  an  experiment,  made  our  breakfast  on  a 
choice  slice  cut  from  the  spine,  and  found  it  so  good, 
that  at  dinner-time  ive  preferred  the  same  food  to 
our  share  of  preserved  meat,  which  we  had  saved 
from  the  preceding  night.  The  windpipe  is  exceed- 
ingly good;  and  I  am  confident,  that  were  it  not 
from  prejudice,  raw  venison  might  be  considered  as 
a  dainty. 

Of  the  nSrdo-k&  I  also  tasted  a  small  portion, 
considering  that  no  man  who  wishes  to  conciliate  or 
inquire  into  the  manners  of  savages  should  acrajrie 
to  fare  as  they  do  while  in  their  company.  I  found 
this  substance  acid  and  rather  pungent,  resemblii^, 
as  near  as  I  could  judge,  a  mixture  of  sorrel  and  ra« 
dish  leaves.  The  smell  reminded  me  of  fresh  brewer's 
grains;  and  the  young  grasses  and  delicate  white 
lichen  on  which  the  deer  feed,  were  very  apparent. 
Wishing  to  procure  some  salt-water  to  give  a  relish  to 
our  venison,  we  found  that  although  five  or  six  miles 
from  the  fishing-place  (or  river,  as  Toolemak  callei 
it),  the  water  was  almost  fresh  in  the  broad  fissures 
amongst  the  ice.  As  we  sat,  I  observed  the  moskitoes 
to  be  very  numerous,  but  happily  incapable  of  torment- 
ing, as  they  lay  in  a  half-torpid  state  on  the  ice. 

Coasting  onwards  about  two  miles,  our  sportsmen 
went  to  the  hills,  while  I  obtained  the  meridian  alti- 
tude, which  gave  the  latitude  69.  26.  48.  N.,  the 
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twelve  miles.  Sooti  aftei*  Aoon  the  W^ath^r  becttm^ 
ad  foul  as  erer,  and  I  was  unable  to  Olrtaiti  sights  for 
the  longitude ;  we  therefore  set  out  on  our  return^ 
and  without  seeing  any  other  ofageet  than  the  flat  and 
decayed  ice^  passed  fVom  land  to  land  with  our  former 
celerity ;  dashing  through  large  pools  of  water  much 
oflener  than  was  altogether  agreeable  to  men  whose 
clothing  had  been  wet  for  thirty  or  forty  hours,  and 
who  had  not  been  warm  for  a  longer  period.  We  had 
proceeded  in  this  manner  for  above  five  hours,  when 
Kongolik,  who  was  driving  at  the  time,  and  paying 
more  attention  to  the  nerooka,  which  he  was  vora^ 
cioosly  eating,  than  to  his  dogs,  Upset  us  into  a  deep 
bole,  which  broke  the  sledge^  and  gave  us  a  comfdete 
ducking.  The  vehicle  being  mended  by  our  shivering 
party,  we  again  made  boldly  forward ;  but  our  mis- 
fortunes did  not  terminate  here,  for  we  were  twice 
^ain  upset ;  and,  finally,  the  dogs  broke  the  main 
tracCj  and  ran  like  a  pack  of  wolves  for  the  land. 
A  large  block  of  ice  at  length  entangled  and  sto^d 
them,  rad  the  Eskimaux  soon  brought  theih  back, 
when  another  hour,  and  some  plentiful  floggii^s  to 
the  delinquents,  brought  us  to  the  place  from  which 
we  had  first  set  out. 

This  excursion  had  given  me  many  opportunities 
of  observing  the  dexterity  with  which  the  Sledges 
and  dogs  are  managed,  and  whieh  I  had  never  seen 
to  advantage  at  Winter  Island.  Our  eleven  dogs 
wei^  large  and  even  majestic  looking  animals ;  and 
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an  old  one  of  peculiar  sagacity  was  placed  at  their 
head  by  having  a  longer  trace,  so  as  to  lead  them 
through  the  safest  and  driest  places ;  these  animals 
having  such  a  dread  of  water  as  to  receive  severe  beat- 
ings before  they  will  swim  a  foot.  The  leader  was 
instant  in  obeying  the  voice  of  the  driver,  who  never 
beat,  but  repeatedly  called  to  him  by  name.  When 
the  dogs  slackened  their  pace,  the  sight  of  a  seal  or 
bird  was  sufficient  to  put  them  instantly  to  their  full 
speed,  and  even  though  none  of  these  might  be  seen 
on  the  ice,  the  cry  of  **  a  seal !  a  bear !  a  bird !"  &c. 
was  enough  to  give  play  to  the  legs  and  voices  of  the 
whole  pack.  It  was  a  beautiful  sight  to  observe  the 
two  sledges  racing  at  full  speed  to  the  same  object,  the 
d(^  and  men  in  full  cry,  and  the  vehicles  splashing 
through  the  holes  of  water  with  the  velocity  and 
spirit  of  rival  stage  coaches.  There  is  something  of 
the  spirit  of  professed  whips  in  these  wild  races  ;  for 
young  men  delight  in  passing  each  other's  sledge^ 
and  jockeying  the  hinder  one  by  crossing  the  path. 
In  passing  on  di£Perent  routes  the  right  hand  is 
always  yielded,  and  should  an  inexperienced  driver 
endeavour  to  take  the  left,  he  would  have  some 
difficulty  in  persuading  his  team  to  do  so.  The 
only  unpleasant  circumstance  attending  these  races 
is,  that  a  poor  dog  is  sometimes  entangled  and  thrown 
down,  when  the  sledge,  with  perhaps  a  heavy  load,  is 
unavoidably  drawn  over  his  body.  The  driver  sits 
on  the  fore  part  of  the  vehicle,  from  whence  he  jumps 
when  requisite  to  pull  it  clear  of  any  impediments 
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which  may  lie  in  the  way,  and  he  also  guides  it  by 
pressing  either  foot  upon  the  ice.  The  voice  and 
long  whip  answer  all  the  purposes  of  reins,  and  the 
dogs  can  be  made  to  turn  a  comer  as  dexterously  as 
horses,  though  not  in  such  an  orderly  manner,  since 
they  are  constantly  fighting,  and  I  do  not  recollect 
to  have  seen  one  receive  a  flogging  without  instantly 
wreaking  his  passion  on  the  ears  of  his  neighbours. 
The  cries  of  the  men  are  not  more  melodious  than 
those  of  the  animals,  and  their  wild  looks  and  ges- 
tures, when  animated,  give  them  an  appearance  of 
devils  driving  wolves  before  them.  Our  dogs  had 
eaten  nothing  for  forty-eight  hours,  and  could  not 
have  gone  over  less  than  seventy  miles  of  ground  ;  yet 
they  returned,  to  all  appearance,  as  fresh  and  active 
as  when  they  first  set  out. 

We  were  joyfully  welcomed  to  Ooyarrafs  abode, 
where  the  place  of  honour,  the  deer-skin  seat,  was 
cleared  for  my  reception.  His  two  wives  occupied 
one  end  of  a  double  tent,  while  at  the  opposite  ex- 
tremity, the  two  aged  parents,  with  a  young  bro- 
ther and  sister  of  his  senior  wife,  were  established. 
The  old  mother,  Now-kit-yoo,  assisted  the  young 
women  in  pulling  off  our  wet  clothes  and  wringing 
our  boots,  which,  being  of  Eskimaux  manufacture, 
she  afterwards  soled  and  mended  without  any  request 
on  our  parts,  considering  us  as  part  of  the  family. 
Our  knapsacks  and  clothes  being  all  wet,  we  gladly 
turned  into  our  blanket  bags,  which  had  been  better 
guarded,  before  a  dozen  or  two  viisitors  of  each  sex; 
slept  in  the  little  tent  to  watch  our  goods,  and* 
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J  had  a  email  portion  of  Ooyarra's  screened  off  for 
me  with  seals'  skins.  Tired  as  I  was,  sleep  was  de- 
nied me,  as  I  was  obliged,  on  the  arrival  of  each  new 
set  of  people,  to  answer  their  questions,  as  to  how  I 
could  possibly  have  got  into  the  bag  ;  the  manner  in 
which  I  had  wrapped  it  round  me  for  warmth  leading 
them  to  suppose  that  I  was  s^wed  up  in  it. 

My  host  and  his  wives  having  retired  to  another 
tent^  and  my  visitors  at  length  taking  compassion  on 
ine,  I  went  comfortably  to  sleep,  but  at  midnight  was 
awakened  by  a  feeling  of  great  warmth,  and  to  my 
surprise  found  myself  covered  by  a  large  deer  skin» 
under  which  lay  my  friend,  his  two  wives,  and  their 
favourite  puppy,  all  fast  asleep,  and  stark  naked. 
Supposing  this  was  all  according  to  rule,  I  lefl  them 
to  repose  in  peace,  and  again  resigned  myself  to  rest. 

A  large  assemblage  was  gathered  on  the  Q8th  to 
<<  hear  me  talk  of  Ne5o-ning-et-iia,  or  Winter  Island, 
and  to  see  us  eatt''  The  women  anxiously  volun- 
teered to  cook  for  us,  and  as  we  preferred  a  fire  in  the 
open  air  to  their  lamps,  the  good-natured  creatures 
sat  an  hour  in  the  rain  to  stew  some  venison  which 
we  had  saved  from  our  shares  of  the  deer.  Tlie  fires 
are  generally  made  of  bones  previously  well  rubbed 
with  blubber,  and  the  female  who  attends  the  cook- 
ing chews  a  large  piece,  from  which  as  she  extracts 
the  oil,  she  spurts  it  on  the  flame. 

During  the  constant  visits  I  received  in  the  course 
of  the  day,  it  was  pleasing  to  observe  the  solicitude 
expressed  about  the  little  tribe  at  Winter  Island; 
and  the  bare  mention  of  a  name  which  was  familiar 
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to  my  auditors,  was  sufficient  to  procure  me  the 
wannest  thanks.  On  speaking  of  the  little  party 
with  Ewerat,  I  had  forgotten  the  name  of  one  young 
man.  Every  person  tried  in  vain  to  assist  my  me- 
mory, until  an  old  woman  came  in  and  asked  if  it 
was  It-kam-mJik,  or  whether  I  had  even  heard  of 
such  a  person.  I  no  sooner  told  her  he  was  the 
man,  and  on  his  way  to  Igloolik,  than  she  ran  about 
the  tent  beating  her  head,  and  crying,  *' I  am  his 
mother,  I  am  his  mother !"  After  noon,  as  I  lay 
half  asleep,  a  man  came  and  took  me  by  the  hand, 
at  the  same  time  telling  Dunn  to  follow.  He  led 
me  to  a  tent  which,  from  the  general  silence  within, 
I  supposed  was  empty;  but  on  entering,  I  fouad 
eighteen  women  assembled,  and  seated  in  regular 
order,  with  the  seniors  in  front.  In  the  centrOi 
near  the  tent  pole,  stood  two  men,  who,  when  I 
was  seated  on  a  large  stone,  walked  slowly  round, 
and  one  of  them  began  dancing  to  the  favourite 
tune  of  Am-na&-ya  &-ya  in  the  usual  manner. 
For  the  second  person  I  could  not  at  first  account, 
but  soon  found  that  he  was  the  dancer's  assistant ; 
and  when  the  principal  had  pretty  well  exhausted 
himself,  he  walked  gravely  up  to  him,  and  taking 
his  head  between  his  hands,  rubbed  noses  with  him, 
amidst  the  plaudits  of  all  present.  After  this,  as 
if  much  refreshed,  he  resumed  his  performance, 
occasionally  however  taking  a  koonlk  to  enliven 
himself  and  the  spectators.  The  rubbee,  if  I  may 
use  the  expression,  was  at  length  led  forward  by  the 
rubber,  who  then  rushed  into  the  air  to  cool  himself. 


SIB  KOOKIK. 

In  this  manner  five  or  six  couple  exhibited,  obtaining 
more  or  less  applause  according  to  the  oddity  of 
their  grimaces.  At  length  a  witty,  greasy  fellow, 
in  consequence  of  some  whispering  and  tittering 
amongst  the  ladies,  advanced  and  kdonik'd  me,  so 
that  I  was  obliged  to  stand  up  and  have  my  nose 
rubbed,  to  the  great  amusement  of  all  present.  My 
turn  being  come,  I  exhibited  a  figure  invented  ex- 
pressly for  the  occasion,  and  chose  as  my  partner  a 
very  pretty  girl,  which  highly  delighted  the  women, 
and  her  old  mother  in  particular.  As  this  young 
lady's  education  had  not  made  her  a  great  proficient 
in  dancing,  she  compromised  by  making  faces  and 
crying  the.  Magh-ma,  in  which  accomplishments 
she  was  very  expert,  and  was  assisted  by  the 
whole  of  the  other  females.  The  men  not  being 
yet  weary,  left  it  to  me  to  call  on  fresh  dancers,  all 
of  whom  I  was  obliged  to  challenge  by  a  koonik : 
my  only  resource  therefore  was,  to  select  such  as 
had  the  cleanest  noses.  Having  been  as  patient  as 
they  could  wish  for  above  an  hour,  and  being  quite 
overpowered  by  the  heat  and  vapour  of  the  crowded 
tent,  I  made  a  hasty  retreat,  after  having  distributed 
needles  to  all  the  females,  from  the  youngest  of 
whom  I  of  course  exacted  a  koonik  in  return.  A 
general  outcry  was  now  made  for  Dunn,  a  very 
quiet  north  countryman ;  but  he  having  seen  the 
freedoms  which  had  been  taken  with  my  nose,  had 
very  prudently  made  his  retreat  out  of  sight9  anti- 
cipating that  it  would  come  to  his  turn  if  he  re^ 
mained.     In  the  evening  several  kayaks  went  to  kill 
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ival  ruses,  and  while  they  were  distant  I  observed 
that  they  had  taken  a  couple  of  these  animals.  My 
glass  therefore  underwent  a  general  examination, 
and  all  the  tribe,  even  to  the  little  children,  took 
their  turns  to  peep  through  it.  During  a  short  in- 
terval of  fine  weather  we  hung  our  clothes  out  to 
dry,  and  the  contents  of  our  wet  knapsacks,  instni- 
ments,  beads,  knives,  &c.  were  lefl  exposed  on  the 
bare  ground  while  we  walked  inland  to  shoot  some 
ducks.  We  cautioned  no  one  against  thieving,  and 
were  so  much  at  their  mercy  that  every  thing  might 
have  been  taken  without  a  possibility  of  detection ; 
yet  at  our  return  not  a  single  article  was  even  moved 
from  its  place,  and  I  do  not  believe  that  it  had  en- 
tered their  ideas  to  touch  the  most  trifling  particle  of 
our  property  during  our  absence. 

On  the  morning  of  the  29th,  I  was  really  happy 
to  find  that  the  ships  were  not  yet  in  sight,  as  I  should 
thus  be  enabled  to  pass  another  day  amongst  the  ho- 
spitable natives,  and  still  see  them  in  their  quiet  state. 
I  soon  discovered  that  anEskimaux,  when  not  agitated 
by  the  pleasure  of  seeing  us  land  from  our  boats, 
and  distribute  presents,  was  quite  a  different  creature 
from  what  I  had  before  supposed ;  uttering  no  screams, 
showing  the  utmost  readiness  to  oblige,  and  being 
to  all  appearance  grateful  for  any  kindness  shown. 
While  making  my  rounds,  I  met  with  several  others 
of  the  natives  who  were  also  visiting,  and  who  each 
invited  me  to  call  at  their  tent  in  its  turn.  Wherever 
I  entered,  the  master  rose  and  resigned  his  seat  next 
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the  wife  or  wives ;  himself  standing  before  me,  or 
sitting  on  a  stone  near  the  door.  I  was  then  told 
to  speak,  or  in  fact,  to  give  a  history  of  all  I  knew  of 
the  distant  tribe,  which  from  constant  repetition  I 
eould  now  manage  pretty  well.  In  one  tent  I  found 
a  man  mending  his  paddle,  which  was  ingeniously 
made  of  various  little  scraps  of  wood  and  bone,  lashed 
and  pinned  together.  He  put  it  into  my  hands  to 
repair,  expecting,  as  I  was  a  kabloona,  that  I  should 
succeed  much  better  than  himself.  An  hour  after* 
wards,  the  poor  fellow  took  me  by  the  hand  and  led 
me  to  his  tent,  where  I  found  a  large  pot  of  walrus 
flesh  evidently  cooked  for  me.  His  wife  licked  a  piece 
and  offered  it,  but  on  receiving  some  hint  from  him 
she  took  out  another,  and  having  pared  off  the  out- 
side, gave  me  the  clean  part ;  and  had  it  been  carrion, 
I  would  not  have  hurt  them  by  refusing  it.  During 
the  showers  of  rain  which  fell  frequently  throughout 
the  day,  the  inmates  of  whichever  tent  I  was  detained 
in,  did  all  they  could  to  amuse  me.  The  men  showed 
some  curious  knots  on  their  fingers,  and  other  puzzles, 
for  which  in  return  I  exhibited  the  cat's  cradle.  The 
little  girls  were  very  expert  in  a  singular  but  dirty 
amusement,  which  consisted  in  drawing  a  piece  of 
raw  sinew  up  their  nostrils,  and  producing  the  end 
out  of  their  mouths. 

Visits  appeared  to  be  regularly  interchanged  be- 
tween families,  and  whoever  happened  to  be  in  the 
tent,  partook  of  such  food  as  he  saw  at  hand ;  for 
which  purpose  every  man  carries  a  long  knife,  used 
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in  the  hunting  excursions,  in  readiness  to  cut  his 
share  of  whatever  is  offered*  A  stranger  to  these 
people  would  suppose,  from  seeing  so  many  naked 
weapons,  that  they  were  carried  for  such  purposes  as 
some  civilized  Europeans  use  their  knives  for ;  but 
the  Eskimaux  seem  to  have  no  idea  of  injuring  any 
part  of  the  human  figure  except  their  own  fingers, 
which  they  constantly  cut  most  lamentably,  by  their 
over  anxiety  to  feed  themselves.  On  the  left  hand 
of  a  man,  not  above  twenty  years  of  age,  I  counted 
sixty  gashes !  These  people  also  derive  a  peculiar 
satisfaction  from  licking  the  blades  of  knives  and 
razors,  from  heel  to  pointy  at  intervals,  during  meals, 
or  a  pause  in  conversation,  and  the  tongues  of  many 
of  them  bore  witness  that  this  operation  is  not  always 
performed  with  impunity.  Even  little  children  were 
allowed,  while  sitting  naked  in  their  mothers'  hoods, 
to  flourish  a  razor  about  as  if  it  were  a  piece  of  wood. 
I  remarked,  that  the  want  of  proper  and  natural 
curiosity,  which  we  regretted  as  existing  amongst  our 
first  friends,  could  not  be  laid  to  the  charge  of  these 
people,  who  put  very  rational  questions  respecting  our 
food,  dress,  country,  wives,  &c.,  and  in  a  quiet  way 
awaited  my  answers.  The  women  were  particularly 
inquisitive  about  their  own  sex  ;  and  when  I  went  so 
far  as  to  say,  rather  too  boldly,  '^  that  they  never  wore 
the  breeches,*'  a  general  cry  was  raised,  ''  how  cold 
they  must  be !"  and  it  excited  equal  astonishment 
when  I  explained  that  they  were  so  void  of  taste  as 
not  to  be  tattoed* 
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The  weather  clearing  in  the  afternoon,  one  ship 
was  seen  in  the  distance,  which  diffused  a  general 
joy  amongst  the  people,  who  ran  about  screaming 
and  dancing  with  delight.  While  lounging  along 
the  beach,  and  anticipating  the  arrival  of  the  ship,  I 
proposed  a  game  at  leap-frog,  which  was  quite  new 
to  them;  and  in  learning  which,  s6me  terrible  falls 
were  made.  The  women  (even  those  with  infants) 
would  not  be  outdone  by  the  men,  and  accordingly 
formed  a  party  of  jumpers  also.  Tired  with  a  long 
exhibition,  I  retired  to  the  tent,  but  was  allowed  a 
very  short  repose,  as  I  was  soon  told  that  all  the 
people  from  the  southern  tents  were  come  to  see  my 
performance ;  and  on  going  out  I  found  five  men 
stationed  at  proper  distances,  with  their  hands  down, 
for  me  to  go  over  them,  which  I  did  amidst  loud 
cries  of  Koo-yen-na !  (thank  you.) 
.  As  the  ship  drew  near  in  the  evening,  I  observed 
her  to  be  the  Hecla,  but  not  expecting  a  boat  at  so 
late  an  hour,  I  lay  down  to  sleep.  I  soon  found  this 
a  vain  attempt,  for  a  clamorous  party  came  drumming 
on  the  leather  sides  of  the  tent,  telling  me  a  little  ship 
was  coming ;  and  I  soon  found  that  the  boat  was  nearly 
on  shore.  Ooyarra's  senior  wife  now  anxiously  begged 
to  kakeen  a  little  man  on  my  arm,  which  she  had  no 
sooner  done  than  the  youngest  insisted  on  making 
the  same  mark,  and  amidst  the  wildest  cries  and  agi* 
tation,  they  sat  down  with  needle  and  thread  to  em- 
bellish me.  When  the  boat  landed,  a  general  rush 
was  madft  for  the  privilege  of  carrying  our  thioga 
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down  to  it.  Awarunni,  the  girl  who  owned  the 
little  dog  which  slept  with  me,  ran  and  threw  him 
into  the  boat,  when  after  a  general  koonik  we  pushed 
off,  fully  sensible  of  the  unremitted  attentions  of 
these  good-tempered  people.  Toolemak  and  Ooyarm 
came  on  board  in  my  boat,  in  order  to  pass  the  night 
and  receive  presents,  and  we  left  the  beach  with  three 
hearty  cheers. 

Having  given  such  a  long  account  of  my  adven-' 
tures,  it  may  be  requisite  to  turn  to  objects  of  more 
importance  to  the  expedition.  I  had  found  the  ice 
over  which  we  passed,  flat,  unbroken,  but  much 
decayed  into  holes.  The  general  thickness  was  still 
above  a  foot,  and  amongst  the  islands  much  greater, 
owing  to  the  packing  incidental  to  the  rise  and  fall 
of  the  tides.  Astronomical  observations,  or  good 
ideas  respecting  the  lands,  could  not  be  obtained  ill 
consequence  of  the  weather,  which,  with  the  kind  of 
fatality  that  had  attended  all  my  little  excursions, 
was  more  than  usually  severe  and  foggy. 


Ooyarra,  although  he  had  been  on  board  before, 
came  timidly  up  the  side  ;  but  Toolemak,  who  had 
never  seen  a  ship  in  his  life,  was  quite  at  home  in  a 
moment,  shaking  hands,  slapping  the  backs,  and 
asking  the  names  of  all  who  were  near  him.  My 
visitors  did  not  go  to  sleep  like  the  other  savages. 
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but  never  closed  Aeir  eyes  the  whole  nighty  ramblmg 
about  the  dedui  to  examine  every  things  and  being 
pleased  at  having  perroiMion  to  work  with  the  watch. 

On  the  morning  of  the  SOth  I  sent  my  gnests  on 
diore,  with  presents  to  all  my  particular  friends* 
Some  officers  who  went  to  the  tents  for  the  day,  re- 
turned in  the  evening,  but  without  Dunn,  whom  I 
had  sent  to  shoot  ducks,  he  having,  as  they  supposed, 
rambled  too  far  inland  with  one  of  the  natives.  A 
strong  breeze  and  thick  weather  prevented  my  send* 
ii^  for  him  on  the  following  day,  and  on  the  1st  of 
August  we  beat  up  to  the  northward,  found  and 
joined  the  Fury.  Having  communicated  with  Cap- 
tain Parry,  we  again  parted  to  run  for  the  island 
where  I  landed,  and  bmught  off  our  man,  who  bad 
been  treated  very  kindly,  and  had  received  some  pro- 
visions which  the  officers  had  left  for  him. 

During  my  little  excursion,  the  ships  had  visited 
the  coast  to  the  N.  E.,  and  landed  on  three  or  four 
islands,  on  one  of  which  were  remains  of  A  large 
Eskimaux  settlement,  answering  exactly  to  Iligliak's 
account;  in  this  the  skulls  of  men  and  beasts, 
broken  weapons,  utensils,  &c.  were  lying  scattered 
about.  Some  were  of  (^nnion  that  this  place  had 
been  hastily  abandoned,  many  efiecdve  articles  being 
found  in  the  huts. 

At  night  we  rejoined  the  Fury,  and  beating  up  to 
the  northward^  made  fast  to  the  edge  of  the  ice  near 
a  small  isle,  on  the  2nd.     In  tbe  afternoon  we  IdHed 


SCURVY  GBASS.  S55 

a  male  walrus  after  a  very  animated  %ht.  The  ma- 
rine beef  had  now  risen  so  highly  in  general  estima^ 
tion,  that  the  whole  carcass  was  well  disposed  of. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3rd  I  accompanied  Captain 
Parry  to  Tern  Island,  which  is  very  flat,  about  a  mile 
in  length,  and  having  a  lagoon  in  the  centre.  The 
weather  was  fine,  and  our  walk  was  rendered  inter- 
esting by  finding  quantities  of  the  eggs  and  young 
of  the  tern  (sterna  hirundo,  Linn.),  a  few  eider  ducks^ 
nests,  and,  above  all,  some  scurvy  grass  on  the  beach  : 
of  this  we  brought  off  a  good  quantity  for  our  respect- 
ive crews,  and  boats  were  afterwards  sent  for  more. 
It  would  have  amused  a  country-fed  Englishman  to 
have  seen  the  delight  with  which  we  made  away  with 
some  pounds  of  this  stringy  and  withering  v^etable, 
which,  although  in  seed,  was  still  valuable,  as  being 
the  first  full  green  meal  we  had  made  since  leaving 
home. 

A  large  body  of  loose  ice  obliged  us  to  make  sail 
in  the  evening ;  and  again  hanging  on  during  the 
4th,  we  made  several  attempts  to  strike  one  of  the 
numerous  whales  which  were  blowing  near  us,  in  the 
open  water.  On  the  5th,  however,  the  Fury's  boat 
got  fast,  and  the  other  boats  soon  joining,  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  assisting  at  the  death.  Our  priae  was 
towed  to  the  Fury,  where  she  was  flinched,  and  each 
ship  had  an  equal  share.  She  was  called  a  pretty 
little  fish ;  to  give  an  idea,  therefore,  of  the  diminutive 
creature,  I  here  describe  her  dimensicms : 
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From  the  nose  to  centre  of  tail 
The  tips  again  project  from  the  centre  di- 
vision        --..-- 

Extreme  length  of  the  fish       -         -         - 
Breadth  of  the  tail  from  tip  to  tip    - 
Broadest  part  of  the  head,  which  is  between 
the  root  of  the  jaw-bones      .         -         - 
Nose  to  the  root  of  the  jaw-bone 
Longest  blade  of  bone  in  the  mouth 
Length  of  fin  from  tip  to  socket 
Extreme  breadth  of  the  fin      -         -         - 
Thickness  of  the  blubber 
Average  thickness  of  the  skin 

The  night  of  the  5th,  and  the  whole  day  of  the  6th, 
were  occupied  in  boiling  a  sufficient  store  of  oil  for 
the  winter,  or  winters,  yet  to  be  passed  by  lamp- 
light; Whale  steaks  were  now  added  to  our  list  of 
Arctic  dishes.  Great  numbers  of  the  white  sort  (del- 
phinus  leucas)  were  seen  playing  along  the  edge  of 
the  ice,  and  they  even  approached  the  ships,  but 
their  excessive  timidity  would  not  allow  of  our 
striking  one. 

On  the  7th  we  stood  for  Igloolik,  the  Fury  having 
the  crang,  or  carcass  of  the  whale  in  tow ;  and  in  the 
evening  we  pulled  it  in  shore,  and  delivered  the  rich 
gift  to  eleven  kayaks,  who  met  us.  The  natives 
instantly  made  a  furious  attack  on  the  flesh,  and  we 
left  them  eating,  in  order  to  row  to  the  usual  tent- 
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ing-place,  which  we  found  deserted,  and  could  see  no 
traces  of  the  people.     Returning  on  board  we  met 
Tooleniaky  who  had  been  one  of  the  whale  eating 
party,  and  who  informed  us  that  the  tents  were 
removed  a  short  distance  up  the  south  side  of  the 
island.     On  the  following  day  this  old  man  with  an- 
other came  on  board,  and  made  some  charts ;  in  all  of 
which  we  clearly  perceived  that  a  passage  must  exist 
somewhere  to  the  N.  W.    The  ice,  however,  though 
now  very  thin,  still  held  on  with  the  greatest  obstinacy, 
and  rendered  us  as  inactive  as  we  were  impatient. 
On  the  11th  we  shifted  to  the  fast  ice,  near  an  island 
to  the  N.  W.  of  Igloolik  * :  we  here  met  with  several 
men  and  women,  who,  with  twenty-six  dogs,  some 
of  which  carried  little  panniers,  had  walked  from 
Igloolik  for  the  purpose  of  catching  brent  geese, 
which  were  very  numerous,  and  beginning  to  moult. 
They  used  nooses  of  whalebone  for  this  purpose,  and 
had  already  taken  a  few.     When  walking  across  the 
island,  I  surprised  a  flock  of  several  hundred  geesen 
but  unfortunately  they  were  still  able  to  fly.     From 
the  southern  shore  I  was  enabled  to  observe,  that 
the  whole  of  the  ice  I  had  passed  over  with  Too- 
lemak  was  still  fast.     While  here,  I  was  agreeably 
surprised  by  seeing  two  fine  bucks  run  before  me, 
and  by  using  the  Eskimaux  stratagem  of  imitating 
their  bellow,  was  so  fortunate  as  to  entice  and  kill 
one,  which  proved  the  best-conditioned  we  had  yet 
seen,  having  three  inches  of  fat  on  his  haunches. 

*  Nerlinakto. 
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While  bringing  down  our  gamei  we  iaW  the  lacfcond 
animal  in  the  centre  of  a  lake,  surrounded  by  three 
of  our  people,  who  had  wounded  him,  when  Dunn, 
with  his  usual  success^  despatched  him.  These  ani- 
mals were  the  first  we  had  ever  seen.  The  horns 
of  each  had  a  thick  covering  of  soft  fiir,  and  were 
thirty  inches  high,  from  the  crown  to  the  top  antlers. 
Toolemi^  and  some  others  came  on  board,  and 
remained  till  the  evening,  when  they  were  sent  on 
shore.  It  soon  after  came  on  to  blow  hard  from 
the  southward,  with  snow,  hail,  and  rain,  at  in- 
tervals ;  yet  in  this  bitter  weather  the  poor  Eski- 
maux  were  full  fifteen  miles  from  home,  and  itad 
nothing  to  shelter  them.  The  gale  continued  all 
night,  and  the  ice  at  this  plao6  being  too  tbick  to 
allow  of  the  ship  forming  a  dock,  w^  lay  bfeMai^ 
very  hard  against  it  for  several  hours,  uader'  the 
influence  of  a  short  swell.  Vfe  now  unhung  the 
rudder  for  its  security,  and  at  the  expiratkm '  of 
twenty  hours  became  quiet,  in  consequ^ice  of  a 
large  body  of  ice  enclosing  us  from  the  southward. 
Heavy  rain  fell  without  intermission  during  the  ISth,  ' 
and  great  part  of  the  ISth,  on  the  afternoon  of  Which  . 
day  we  perceived  the  loose  ice  setting  to  the  S.  £•  in 
defiance  of  a  fresh  breeze  from  that  quarter.  This 
circumstance  tended  still  further  to  confirm  our  opi- 
nion, that  in  addition  to  the  regular  tides,  there  was 
a  constant  current  setting  from  the  Westward,  through 
some  opening  in  that  direction.  One  of  the  officers 
who  visited  the  island  brought  off  a  white  owl,  ex- 
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actly  correi^ondiiig  in  size  and  colour  with  the  one 
I  had  killed  at  Igloolik. 

On  the  14tb,  Captain  Parry  determined  on  setting 
out  over  the  western  tie  to  the  land  in  that  quarter, 
in  order  to  have  ocular  proof  that  a  sea  actually  ex- 
isted immediately  beyond  it,  as  had  been  constantly 
asserted  by  the  Eskimaux ;  for-  although  there  was 
no  doubt  of  the  truth  of  their  reports,  yet,  as  it  was 
of  the  utmost  importance,  he  very  properly  deter- 
mined on  solving  this  interesting  question  himself. 
The  season  had  now  advanced  to  a  most  alarming 
period,  strong  ice  having  formed  almost  every  night 
of  calm ;  the  month  of  August  was  half  expired,  and 
in  this  high  latitude  we  could  not  expect  to  navigate 
for  many  days  in  September.  In  case  the  summer 
now  past  should  have  been  an  unfavourable  one,  and 
the  autumn  not  improved,  we  could  hardly  hope  to 
proceed  much  farther ;  and  in  waiting  for  favourable 
openings,  we  might  most  probably  be  overtaken  by 
the  winter. 

Captain  Parry  was  accompanied  by  Mr.  Richards 
and  four  men ;  a  fatigue  party  also  attended  for  the 
first  stage,  or  day's  journey.  It  was  most  fortunate 
that  a  former  overlapping  of  the  floes  had  left  an 
additional  thickness  of  ice  near  where  we  lay,  reaching 
to  the  islands  about  seven  or  eight  miles  to  the  west- 
ward. Along  this  they  proceeded,  as  a  passive  over 
the  other  ice  would  have  been  almost  impracticable. 

The  weather  was  thick  and  unsettled  on  the  15th, 
much  snow  falling  i  this  continued  on  the  l6th,  when 

s2 


fteO  STATE  OF  THE  ICE. 

we  found  large  masses  of  ice  driving  down  on  us 
from  the  N.  W.     The  ships  also  moved  with  it,  and 
the  thick  weather  prevented  our  finding  any  opening. 
A  short  interval  of  light  allowed  us  to  observe  that 
we  were  still  off  Ner-It-nak-td,  and  in  a  small  bight, 
formed  by  two  shoal  points  running  off  from  that 
island,  and  having  their  position  clearly  defined,  by 
the  quantity  of  grounded  ice  which  lay  on  them. 
In  this  unpleasant,  and  occasionally  dangerous  situa- 
tion, we  lay  until  the  20th,   driving  at  each  tide, 
from  thirty,  into  five  and  seven  fathoms  water,  the 
shoals  alone  preventing  our  being  carried  to  sea,  as 
we  hung  on  by  a  large  floe  which  lay  between  them, 
and  shifted  its  place  without  the  power  of  moving 
outwards,  the  offing  being  filled  with  the  immense 
floes  which  came  rapidly  down  from  the  westward. 
We  received,  at  times,   some  very  heavy  squeezes, 
and  were  once  very  nearly  laid  on  a  rock,  but  for- 
tunately held  our  ground  while  the  same  wind  con- 
tinued.    On  the  20th,  the  piece  by  which  we  hung 
acquired  a  rotatory  motion,  and  carried  us  fairly  for 
the  beach  ;  but  at  the  same  moment  another  smaller 
floe  filled  the  vacant  space,  and  we  still  had  a  friend 
between  us  and  the  land.     The  long  desired  south- 
erly wind  soon  after  came  slowly  round,  and  moved 
us  into  deeper  water;   relieiVing,  for  the  first  time, 
the  anxiety  in  which  we  had  been  for  five  days. 
Good  fortune  seldom  comes  single,  for  at  6  p.  m.  we 
saw  Captain  Parry's  party  to  the  S.  W.  they  having 
come  down  within  the  island,  on  the  still  unbroken 
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ice.  Had  they  commenced  their  return  by  the  route 
they  pursued  in  going,  they  must  have  gone  to  sea, 
and  we  could  not  have  had  the  power  of  sending  to 
assist  them.  They  arrived  on  board  at  10  p.  M' 
From  Captain  Parry  I  learnt  that  he  had  discovered 
a  large  opening  to  the  W.  N.  W.,  beyond  which,  as 
far  as  he  could  observe,  there  lay  a  clear  sea,  which 
he  considered  as  being  the  place  laid  down  in  all  the 
Eskimaux  charts. 

Our  travellers  had  no  sooner  arrived  on  board,  than 
thick  snow  and  gloomy  weather  came  on,  which,  had 
it  occurred  a  few  hours  sooner,  would  have  kept  u^ 
separate  for  some  days.  This  fall  continued  until 
the  24th ;  but,  as  we  knew  the  position  of  the  land, 
we  made  a  few  miles  of  westing,  and  hung  to  the  edge 
of  the  fast  ice  until  the  evening  of  the  25th,  when, 
after  some  difficdlty  in  clearing  the  Fury,  which  was 
beset,  we  made  sail,  and  reached  open  water  under 
the  northern  land. 
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frozen  in. 


Tut  iM«mg  of  the  S6tb  fUtts  &m  a»<l  Smfetijped 
hf,^  iigltt  br^Mtr  we  iraa.  with  gfe«j(  anupet]^  &9  the 
mouth  ^f  the  mm  atrait.  Sopn  atf^  i»#9a  \^  «w 
eeeded  im.pasflhig  the. oiuprow  6i|l4r»iie$b  i^ch  ex- 
tijVidcldiabeut  fcmr  nafleaioafst  i|imI  w^stt  m4  WM^imed 
by  two  projecting  head-landa.  That  M|  the  left  was 
high,  but  of  gradual  ascent,  perfectly  amdethw  sb^ 
composed  entirely  of  beautifully  vari^ated  sandstone. 
The  width  of  the  opening  was  from  three  to  one  mile, 
and  through  this  a  most  powerful  tide  or  current  was 
rushing  from  the  westward.  On  the  left-hand  shore 
we  found  the  soundings  so  extremely  regular,  that 
we  did  not  scruple  to  run  close  to  it,  in  order  to 
avoid,  as  much  as  possible,  the  impetuosity  of  the 
current.  On  each  side,  beyond  the  narrows,  the 
land  was  bold  and  mountainous,  that  to  the  left 
being  about  three,  while  the  right  shore  was  fifteen 
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miles  distant.  This  latter  range  of  mountains  was 
c^ped  with  snow,  which  was  distinctly  marked  off 
from  the  lower  part  of  the  land.  At  the  distance  of 
about  ten  and  twenty  miles  from  the  strait  were  two 
islands.  The  most  distant  obstructed  our  view  to  the 
westward,  and  a  more  serious  stop  was  put  to  our  ad- 
vance, by  finding,  that  at  the  nearest  we  came  agaio 
to  flat  ice  extendkig  in  every  direction  beyond  us. 
Into  this,  with  a  kind  of  desperation,  we  ran  our  ships 
with  all  sail  set,  and  forced  a  biith  for  them.  In 
running  from  the  strait  to  this  place,  we  were  warned 
of  two  dangerous  shoals,  on  whii^  a  quantity  of  heavy 
ice  was  piled,  thus  acting  as  a  beacon ;  for  although 
our  leads  w^re  constantly  going,  it  would  have  beeS 
scarcely  possible  for  both,  or  even  oiie  ship,  to  hav^ 
escaped  running  on  the  centre  shoal. 

On  the  S7th,  parties  landed  on  the  sonthem  shore, 
and  on  the  island,  abreast  the  ships.  We  each 
observed  the  same  unpromising  state  of  the  ice ;  no 
water  was  seen  to  the  westward,  and  the  northern 
land  was  gradually  lost  in  the  distance,  trending  in 
rfie  direction  of  the  strait.  The  night  was  stormy, 
and  thick  snow  fell.  Hie  wind  settling  from  the 
N.  E.  we  found,*  on  the  morning  of  the  28tK  that 
the  iee,  amidst  which  we  lay,  was  broken  up  for  several 
miles,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  we  extricated  our- 
selves  from  it.  Guided  by  the  hand-leads  (for  heiwry 
snow  still  fiell),  we  beat  to  the  eastward,  coasting  tte 
noithem  shore  from  the  narrows,  and Jooking  in  vaiii 
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for  shelter.  It  was  not  until  the  evening  of  a  very 
anxious  day,  that  we  found  anchorage  under  the  lee 
of  the  island,  off  which  we  had  at  first  been  stopped. 
Qaptain  Parry  here  came  on  board,  in  order  that  we 
might  communicate  together  respecting  future  operiu 
tions.  The  season  had  now  assumed  so  wintry  an 
appearance,  that  there  seemed  but  litde  probability 
of  our  getting  much  farther  west.  We  knew  of  no 
harbour  to  protect  the  ships,  and  unless  a  favourable 
change  speedily  took  place,  we  had  the  gloomy  pro- 
ject of  wintering  in,  or  near,  our  frozen  strait.  It 
therefore  became  requisite  to  ascertain  if  any  opening 
had  occurred  in  the  ice  to  the  S.  E.  or  if  there  was  a 
possibility  of  getting  west  in  any  direction,  and  at  the 
same  time  following  our  instructions  of  keeping  the 
coast  of  America  on  board. 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th,  Mr.  Palmer  was 
despatched  in  a  boat  to  Igloolik,  provisioned  for  nine 
days,  to  examine  the  state  of  the  ice  near  that  island, 
and,  if  possible,  to  visit  the  place  which  Toolemak  had 
conducted  me  to.  Mr.  Reid,  with  a  party,  supplied 
for  three  days,  was  to  walk  along  the  southern  land 
to  the  west,  in  order  to  ascertain  with  certainty  the 
continuance  of  the  opening  in  which  we  were  ;,  while 
I  had  charge  of  a  third  expedition,  to  cross  the  moun- 
tains in  a  due  south  direction,  and,  if  possible,  to 
reach  Khec-mig,  my  people  having  four  days  pro- 
visions. We  found  the  mountains  deeply  covered 
by  the  recently  fallen  snow,  yet  we  made  about  three 
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miles  direct,  by  crossing  over  the  tops  of  those  which 
had  no  precipices.     We  now  found  the  land  increase 
considerably  in  height,  and  it  was  so  intersected  by 
lakes,  as  very  frequently  to  oblige  us  to  retrace  our 
steps,  and  painfully  to  toil  up  the  same  steep  cliil& 
which  we  had  just  before  descended  with  difficulty. 
The  depth  of  the  recently  fallen   snow  was  from 
one  to   three  feet,   and  of  course   where  chasms 
occurred,   was  much   deeper.      In   such  cases  we 
found   it    requisite   to   feel   our  way  with   pikes; 
for  had  any  person  fallen  into  these  holes,  it  would 
have  been   impossible  to   extricate  him.     The  ac- 
clivity of  some  of  the  mountains  was  scrgreat,  that 
we   were  obliged  to   separate,   in  order  to  ascend 
or  descend :  for  had  one  of  the  party  lost  his  footing 
amongst  the  soft  snow,  or  had  a  portion  of  rock 
been  detached,  the  consequences  would  have  proved 
fiital  to  those  beneath.    During  this  first  day  we 
were  eight  hours  thus  situated,  yet  in  the  evening 
found  we  had  not  made  five  miles  direct  from  the 
place  whence  we  started.     From  the  top  of  a  moun- 
tain we  stood  on,  the  water  in  which  the  ships  were 
lying,  and  the  grounded  ice  off  Sandstone  Island, 
were  discernible  with  the  naked  eye.     We  pitched 
our  tent  under  a  small  projecting  crag,  where  we 
passed  a  very  cold  night.     On  the  morning  of  the 
31  st  we  set   out   at  daylight,   and   with   hopes  of 
better  success,  in  consequence  of  our  being  on  the 
highest  part  of  the  range ;   but   having   scrambled 
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to  the  distamce  of  a  mile,  we  found  it  oeeesnrjr  to 
ratiini  again  in  order  to  avoid  a  long  chain  of  lakes. 
After  three  hours'  exeition,  we  passed,  as  we  sup- 
posed, deftr  of  them,  but  suddenly  cam^  on  another 
duster  of  equal  extent ;  and  to  add  to  our  nuntifica- 
tioii^  found  that.we  had  returned. to  within  500  yards 
of  the  place  where  we  had  slept  on  the  preceding 
night*  In  descending  a  clifl^.  one  of  the  men  lost  his 
iM^d,  but  was  fortunately  arrested  by  a  rock  which  Ity 
beneath  the  snow,  and  he  received  no  further  injury 
|kan  a  severe  oontuaion  on  the  nose*  We  had  been 
half  aa  hour  descending  this  precifuce,  first  tfarowii^ 
down  our  knapsacks,  but  we  had  no  sooner  reached 
its  fbotr  thaft  the  discovery  of  fresh  lakes  obliged  us 
agaifli  to '  aseend*  Findii^  it  thoa  absolutely  impos* 
sMe  to^  proeeedi  and  having  in  eleven  lu>urs*  tpnwl- 
ling  made  only  five  miles,,  I  detemined  on  rctnnii^g ; 
and,  aait  was  evident  that  we  had  been  tcanersmg  llie 

hflghest  psct  of  the  land^  made  for  the  coaai,  where 
the  wadking  would  be  easier. 

Seven  boiurs'  rapid  walking  brought  us  in  sight  of 
the  shipsy  and  we  pttcked  the  tent  near  a  snidt  blu^ 
on  which  some  gulls  were  settled  mth  their  young* 

Two  hours  more  brought  us  on  the  1st  September 
abrea^  the  ships,  and  a  boat  being  sent  out,  we 
arrived  on  board  at  noon.  The  mountains  over 
which:  we  passed  were  of  granite  and  gneiss,  and 
many  of  them*  could  not  havo  been  less  than  1000 
fcet  afcow  the  level  of  the  sea.     Tlie  lottgcst  chain 
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of  lakes  ran  east  and  west  about  six  miles,  and  fmmf 
their  being  very  narrow,  and  bounded  by  predipices^ 
must  have  been  of  considerable  depth :   there  were 
several  little  bars  with  falls,  and  over  some  of  these 
we  occasionally  waded.   In  every  lake  was  abundaaee 
of  solid  ice,  detached  from  the  buiks,  and  floating 
in  the  water  ^  its  thickness  above  the  water  was  from 
six  inches  to  a  foot,  and  there  seemed   but  little 
probability  of   its  thawing  farther,   as  young  ice 
began  to  form  in  such  places  as  were  sheltered  from 
the  winds.     Every  thing  I  saw  in  this  short  excur- 
sion tended  to  confirm   me  in  the  (pinion  that 
the  past  and  present  seasons  had  been  more  than 
usually  severe.     Above  aH,  the  backwai^  stat0  ^ 
vegetation  was  the  most  remarkable}  the  deiioMse 
yellow  poppy  was  only  now  in  full  flower,  and  many 
other  plants  had   hvA  just  b^an  bud£ng.     The 
purple  blossoms  of  saxifrage  were  scarcely  biirst, 
and  its  leaves  hardly  discernible ;   yet  the  country 
being  at  this  time  deeply  covered  with  snow  in  many 
places,  and  the  ground  hard  frozen,  the  commence- 
ment of  the  winter's  formation  of  ice  threatened  to 
prevent  all  the  plants  from  arriving  at  maturity.  We 
saw  no  living  creatures,  exc^  some  silvery  gulls,  afew 
snow  buntings,  and  a  raven,  which  latter  I  observed 
as  it  flew,  to  take  repeated  somersets,  whfle  soaring 
downwards.     Near  the  sea  we   found  one  solitary 
£skimaux  circle,  half  buried  said  overgrown  with 
moss,  so  that  many  years  must  have  elapsed  since  it 
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had  been  used.     There  were  no  other  signs  of  this 
truly  desolate  coast  having  been  ever  visited*. 

During  our  absence,  a  she  bear  and  her  two  cubs 
drove  down  to  the  Hecla  on  a  small  piece  of  ice» 
and  all  three  were  killed.  The  mother  was  consi- 
dered as  small,  and  the  young  ones  were  about  the 
size  of  Newfoundland  dogs ;  they  were  all  very  fat, 
and  their  fur  was  of  a  silvery  white.  Captain 
Parry  informed  me,  that  he  had  sent  Mr.  Crozier  in 
our  small  boat,  with  two  men,  to  make  observations 
on  the  current  in  the  strait.  They  were  provisioned 
for  four  days,  but  on  that  of  my  return,  as  it  blew 
hard  from  the  N.W.,  another  boat  was  sent  with  a 
farther  supply,  and  her  officer  was  then  to  examine 
the  northern  shore  of  the  narrows.     On  the   Snd 

*  I  was  about  to  attempt  describing  the  excessive  dreaiiiiess 
of  these  mountains  which  I  had  visited  before  the  snow  feU;  but 
recollecting  a  few  lines  which  seemed  almost  made  for  the  spot, 
I  was  tempted  to  insert  them . 

"  But  here — above,  around,  below. 

On  mountain,  or  in  glen. 
Nor  tree,  nor  shrub,  nor  plant,  nor  flower. 
Nor  aught  of  vegetative  power. 

The  weary  eye  may  ken. 
For  all  are  rocks  at  random  thrown. 
Deep  lakes,  bare  crags,  and  banks  of  stone. 

As  if  were  here  denied 
The  summer  sun,  the  spring's  sweet  dew. 
That  clothe  with  many  a  varied  hue 

The  bleakest  mountain's  side.*' 

Lord  of  the  hies. 
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I  went  to  Liddon  Island,  which  afforded  us  some 
extremely  interesting  specimens;  amongst  others, 
we  found  on  the  beach  abundance  of  clay  ironstone, 
veined  in  a  most  beautiful  manner ;  asbestos  in  small 
quantities,  some  delicate  and  thickly  clustered  cry- 
stals  of  carbonate  of  lime,  and  an  amazing  variety  of 
fancifully  marked  and  different  coloured  sandstone, 
of  whicb  the  island  was  formed.  Eleven  deer  were 
seen.  Mr.  Reid's  party  came  off  at  noon,  having  in 
a  great  degree  found  the  same  impediments  as  I  had 
met  with.  By  keeping  chiefly  near  the  foot  of  the 
mountains,  he  made  about  twenty  miles  along  the 
coast,  which,  however,  gave  him  no  better  view  than 
could  be  obtained  from  the  mast-head.  Captain  Parry 
now  determined  on  going  back  in  a  boat  to  the  east- 
ward of  the  narrows,  and  trom  thence,  by  crossing 
the  land,  endeavouring  to  reach  the  place  called 
Kheemig.  In  the  afternoon  he  set  out,  taking  ten 
days  provisions  for  his  crew,  and  two  for  Mr.  Crozier, 
who  continued  weather-bound. 

On  the  4th  I  landed  on  an  island*  about  six  miles 
to  the  westward  of  the  ships.  Its  beach,  on  which 
ice  lay  grounded,  was  flat,  and  entirely  covered  with 
most  minute  scales  of  black  slate.  The  whole  land 
was  of  a  different  formation  from  any  we  had  seen  ; 
the  northeni  part  being  composed  of  black  slate, 
which  lay  in  laminss  easily  to  be  detached ;  and  most 
of  the  pieces  were  curiously  fluted,  or  had  rounded 
ridges  of  about  a  finger's  breadth  running  over  them. 

*  Aml^erst.Isl^nd.   -  '  - 


«70  DIFFERENT  l»AKTTBli  SENT 

FrffOk  the  ttppensmnce  of  the  ground,  where  some 
chasms  occurred,  it  was  the  opinion  of  one  of  the 
seamen  who  accompanied  me,  and  who  was  bom 
amongst  coal  mines,  that  coal  must  lie  a  short  distance 
below  the  surface.     Farther,  towards  the  centre  of 
the  island,  in  a  line  intersecting  it  about  east  and 
west,  a  new  soil  presented  itself,  being  clay  and  lime- 
stone in  small  amorphous  masses,  which  had  the  i^- 
pearance  of  having  recently  been  dug  and  broken  up 
from  a  thick  loamy  bed.     The  northern  or  slaty  half 
was  entirely  void  of  vegetation ;  that  to  the  southward 
had,  in  the  valleys  or  swampy  places,  a  very  scanty 
covering  of  moss  and  shrivelled  grass ;  on  this  we  saw 
eight  deer  feeding,  and  I  killed  a  well-<x>nditioned 
bnck,  whose  four  quarters  weighed  131  lbs*     This 
animal,  as  well  as  others  of  the  herd,  was  shedding 
the  hairy  covering  of  his  horns,  which  were  quite 
bloody,  and  had  many  stripes  of  loose  skin  hanging 
like  streamers  from  them.     Returning  to  the  boat, 
we  found  two  Eskimaux  circles,  partly  sunk  beneath 
the  ground,  and  apparently  long  forsaken.     Messrs. 
Crozier  and  Ross  had  returned  during  my  absence, 
and  their  respective  reports  were,  that  the  first  officer 
had  been  unable  to  make  any  observaticms  on  the  tide 
or  current  on  which  he  could  place  any  dependence, 
owing  to  the  prevalence  of  a  strong  N.  W.  breeze, 
which  might  in  some  degree  have  increased  the  ra^ 
set  continually  coming  down  from  the  westward: 
this  also  prevented  his  returning  on  board.     He  had 
been  picked  up  by  Mr.  Ross,  who  found  him  in  the 
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strength  of  the  current  driving  fast  to  the  eastward, 
and  was  towed  on  board  by  the  latter,  after  he  had 
ascertained  that  the  nearest  northern  shore  of  the 
narrows  was  an  island. 

On  the  5th  I  sent  an  officer  to  walk  across  Amherst 
Island,  in  order  to  see  if,  by  passing  over  it,  a  p«ty 
could  mske  a  shorter  cut  to  the  westward,  and  -aveid 
the  impediments  which  Mr.  Reid  had  met  wit^.  His 
report  being  favourable,  I  was  induced  to  send  Mr. 
Hoppner,  with  a  boat's  crew,  provisioned  for  8e?en 
days,  to  make  such  observations  on  the  trending  of  the 
coast  as  the  season  would  permit.  A  bear  was  seen 
on  the  ice  near  the  island,  endeavouring  by  strata- 
gem to  come  unawares  upon  a  seal ;  bnt  on  our  people 
approaching  he  made  off. 

At  midnight  on  the  7th  Mr.  Palmer  returned  on 
board,  his  party  ha;ving  been  on  Uieiroars  since  four 
A.M.  It  had  been  his  ilitention  to  have  stopped  at 
the  narrows,  but  while  loading  his  gun  it  went  off; 
his  fore  finger  and  thumb  were  very  severely  lace- 
rated, and  several  grains  of  powder  which  went  into 
his  eyes  quite  blinded  him  for  the  time.  One  of  the 
people,  however,  afforded  him  great  relief  by  Ucking 
the  powder  from  under  the  lids.  The  boat'screw, 
like  noble  fellows,  forgetting  their  fatigue,  deter- 
mined on  conveying  Mr.  Palmer  on  board,  Btrng- 
gling  for  eight  hours  against  wind  and  tide  ere  they 
could  effect  it.  The  report  of  this  excursion  was 
not  more  favourable  than  the  preceding  ones  ;  loose 
ice,  rapid  tides,  and  a  strong  breeze,  being  the  chief 
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impediments.  One  night  was  passed  on  a  piece  of 
floating  ice,  and  three  others  on  Ner-l!-nak-t5y  all 
in  consequence  of  being  beset.  During  these  deten- 
tions, it  was  clearly  ascertained  that  the  ice  to  the 
westward  and  southward  of  Igloolik  still  remained 
unbroken.  On  Mr.  Palmer's  arrival  at  the. latter 
island,  he  found  it  impossible  to  make  any  way  up 
the  strait  which  separates  it  from  the  main,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  wind  and  sea.  He  accordingly 
landed,  and  walking  along  the  shore  for  about  two 
miles,  found  the  firm  ice  stretching  quite  across.  In 
two  other  excursions  inland  he  saw  nothing  of  the  £s- 
kimaux,  who  probably  had  removed  to  Am-kda-khiat, 
a  little  settlement  on  the  western  end  of  the  island. 
He,  however,  observed  many  places  which  appeared  to 
have  been  recently  quitted,  and  along  the  beach  were 
some  hundred  piles  of  stones,  each  covering  the  car* 
cass  of  a  walrus,  or  a  store  of  blubber.  He  also  found 
a  grave  at  the  distance  of  a  mile  from  the  sea,  and  in 
it  was  the  body  of  a  child  of  about  eight  or  ten  years 
of  age.  It  lay  with  the  face  upwards,  and  the  head 
to  the  N.£.  was  decently  dressed  in  good  deer-skin 
clothes,  and  the  hood  of  the  jacket  was  up  as  if  the. 
child  had  been  alive.  A  large  seal-skin,  deprived  of 
the  hair,  was  carefully  spread  over  the  whole  figure, 
and  tucked  in  on  all  sides.  The  body  was  so  slightly 
covered  with  light  shingle,  that  a  fox  or  any  smaller 
animal  might  easily  have  got  to  it.  Near  the  grave 
were  four  piles  of  stones,  under  the  first  of  which  was 
laid  a  fragment  of  red  cloth  and  a  piece  of  black  silk 
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handkerchief;  the  second  covered  a  pair  of  the  poor 
child's  boots  and  mittens,  and  each  of  the  other  two 
contained  a  whalebone  pot. 

Before  leaving  the  island,  Mr.  Palmer  saw  four 
large  hirds  resembling  our  English  bustards,  and  some 
swans  also.  After  a  repetition  of  the  same  struggles 
as  he  had  before  made,  he  arrived  on  board,  having 
found  that  it  was  impracticable,  either  by  boats  or 
water  conveyance,  to  examine  any  part  of  the  land 
S.  W.  of  Ig.l6o4ik. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  7th  Mr.  Hoppner  re- 
turned, having  been  about  thirty  miles  west  of  the 
ships,  but  was  not  able  to  pass  round  the  end  of  the. 
southern  land,  owing  to  my  having  limited  him  to 
time,  and  not  wishing  to  be  detained  on  his  account, 
in  case  Captain  Parry  should  have  obtained  informa- 
tion which  required  us  to  move.  The  coast  still 
gave  the  same  indications  of  a  continuance  of  the 
strait.  A  wolf,  two  foxes,  and  a  bear,  were  seen.  la 
the  evening  Captain  Parry  returned,  and  I  learnt  that 
he  had  seen  the  place,  or  a  portion  of  it,  visited  by  me 
with  Toolemak.  From  the  insignificance  of  this  little 
bight,  it  was  not  to  be  regretted  that  he  had  found 
the  way  by  which  the  ships  must  have  reached  it 
entirely  filled  with  unbroken  ice.  It  was  now  but  too 
clearly  ascertained  that  we  were  in  the  most  western 
open  water,  and  all  hopes  of  an  alteration  in  our 
favour  were  at  once  checked  by  the  state  of  the  ' 
season.  For  some  days  the  weather  had  been  very 
iine  and  clear,  and  young  ice  formed  so  strongly  in 
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the  holes  amidst  the  floe  that  we  skaitcd  on  it  daily. 
On  the  forenoon  of  the  8th  we  ran  to  the  extreme 
end  of  the  water,  and  made  fast  abreast  of  Amherst 
Island,  from  whence  we  could  command  a  better  view 
of  the  strait. 

Landing  on  the  9th,  I  walked  round  the  islaiid.  In 
the  western  ice  several  cracks  were  open,  but  the  only 
lane  of  any  magnitude  lay  about  three  miles  ahead 
of  the  ships,  and  extended  to  the  northern  hind.  I 
found  the  island  to  be  about  eight  or  nine  miles  from 
east  to  west,  and  five  or  six  in  breadth.  On  coasting 
back  to  the  boat,  I  found  a  most  fairy-like  grotto  in 
a  small  cliff  of  black  and  ru^ed  slate,  through  whidi 
the  water  as  it  oozed  had  formed  most  brilliant  icy 
stalactites  of  some  feet  in  length ;  these  hung  in  the 
front  of  the  cave  in  a  variety  of  fanciful  forms  Ofer  a 
small  basin,  which  was  frozen  as  smooth  as  the  most 
polished  mirror.  The  sun  shone  full,  but  powerless, 
on  the  silvery  icicles,  which  formed  a  beautiful  con- 
trast with  the  shaded  part  of  the  ebon  grotto  behind 
them.  I  cannot  properly  describe  the  eflfect  of  this 
dazzling  scene,  but  it  certainly  was  the  most  deli- 
cately  unnatural  cavern  I  had  ever  beheld.  Return- 
ing to  the  ship  we  found  the  young  ice  so  thickly 
formed  during  the  day,  that  it  was  with  difficulty  we 
forced  our  way  through  it. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  lOtb,  Messrs.  Seid  and 
Bushnan,  with  a  party  of  men  provisioned  for  seven 
days,  left  the  ships  to  walk  along  the  foot  of  the 
northern  land,  and  to  obtain  one  more  view  of  the 
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strait,  and  if  possible  to  reach  or  ascertain  its  termina- 
tion in  the  main  ocean.     The  weather  was  clear,  and 
fine,  which  was  much  in  their  favour.    For  some  days 
repeated  attempts  had  been  made  by  boats,  by  patent 
logs,  and   various  contrivances   from  the  ships,  to 
ascertain  the  actual  state  of  the  tides  or  currents 
which  set  from  under  the  ice ;  but  the  results  merely 
tended  to  prove  them  extraordinary,  and  .out  of  the 
usual  nature  of  these  phenomena.     That  there  was 
a  prevailing   set   from  the  westward  we  had  long 
known,  even  before  entering  the  strait ;  and  we  saw 
by  the  driving  of  the  loose  ice  against  an  easterly 
wind,  that  it  ran  with  great  force ;  yet,  at  the  same 
time,  the  log  seldom  or  ever  gave  any  signs  of  cur« 
rent  on  the  surface.     That  there  was  a  wonderful 
under-current  was  without  a  doubt,  as  two  deep  sea 
leads  lashed  together  were  always,  while  near  Amherst 
Island,  swept  from  the  ground  and  carried  ofF,  some- 
times east,  sometimes  south-east,  as  fast  as  we  chose 
to  give  them  line,  which  of  course  assisted  to  lift  them 
the  more  readily,  according  to  the  quantity  exposed 
to  the  sweep  of  the  current.     As  an  extraordinary 
instance  in   point,  the  Hecla  broke  adrift  on  the 
l3tA,  in  consequence  of  a  piece  of  ice  parting,  and 
was  carried  against  a  fresh  easterly  breeze,  about  a 
mile  from  the  fast  floe.     All  sail  being  set  before 
the  wind,  we  were  nearly  two  hours  in  recovering 
this  one  mile,  though  to  all  appearance,  and  by  the 
log,  going  between  three  and  four  knots  through  the 
water.     If  the  wind  slackened  a  little,  and  we  did 
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Dot  go  above  two  knots,  we  went  fast  astern  by 
marks  in  the  land ;  yet,  without  any  difficulty,  a 
boat,  as  drawing  less  water,  could  have  run  over  the 
same  space  in  a  few  minutes.  For  two  days  a  strong 
N.  W.  wind  blew,  and  brought  with  it  a  great  deal 
of  snow. 

On  the  15th,  in  the  evening,  Mr.  Reid  and  his 
party  returned,  all  quite  well.  They  had  travelled 
about  sixty  miles  to  the  westward,  had  ascertained 
the  termination  of  the  strait,  and  had  seen  a  vast  ex- 
panse of  unbroken  sea  ice  in  continuation  of  that 
to  which  the  ships  were  fast.  Traces  of  Eskimaux 
were  found  along  the  coast,  and  they  discovered  like- 
wise a  very  pleasant  little  inlet.  No  doubt  now  re- 
mained of  our  being  in  the  only  navigable  entrance 
(of  course  I  mean  if  unimpeded  by  4ce)  to  the  Polar 
Sea,  immediately  round  the  N.  E.  point  of  America, 
which,  from  its  appearance,  breadth,  set  of  the  cur- 
rent, and  other  circumstances,  was  a  discovery  of  the 
highest  interest,  though  the  nature  and  thickness 
of  the  ice  which  filled  it  gave  a  sad  check  to  our 
sanguine  hopes  of  a  passage.  Under  all  these  cir- 
cumstances, and  considering  the  time  of  the  year, 
Captain  Parry  addressed  letters  to  the  two  senior 
lieutenants  and  myself,  to  ask  our  opinion  as  to  what 
should  be  attempted  for  the  advantage  of  the  service 
during  the  few  days  the  sea  might  still  continue  open. 

On  the  19th,  a  general  memorandum  from  Captain 
Parry  was  read  to  the  officers  and  crews  ;  stating 
that,  having  taken  the  advice  of  the  senior  lieute- 
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nants  and  myself,  he  had  decided  on  leaving  the 
strait,  and,  as  far  as  the  ice  would  permit,  examining 
the  north-eastern  land  ;  finally,  seeking  a  birth  near 
Igloolik,  in  which  to  secure  the  ships  for  the  winter : 
thus,  by  being  farther  to  the  eastward,  having  an 
opportunity  of  being  sooner  disengaged,  so  that  we 
might  examine  the  northern  lands  before  the  strait 
would  again  be  open  to  receive  us. 

At  noon  we  got  under  sail ;  but  the  Fury  was 
some  hours  before  she  could  be  cleared,  the  young 
ice  having  formed  so  thickly  round  her  as  to  bear 
being  walked  upon.  We  ultimately  towed  her  out 
with  a  hawser,  and  then  ran  down  the  strait,  an- 
choring for  the  night  off  the  S.  E.  end  of  Liddon 
Island. 

At  daylight,  on  the  20th,  we  again  made  sail,  and 
worked  continually  for  thirteen  hours  before  we  could 
get  through  the  narrows,  although  the  wind  was 
fresh  in  our  favour.  Contrary  to  all  we  had  before 
observed,  the  tide  now  ran  to  the  westward,  and 
against  a  westerly  wind.  This  filled  the  strait  with 
young  ice,  now  very  thick  and  tough,  which  fre- 
quently stopped  us  in  the  centre  of  a  field,  and  drove 
us  with  all  sail  set  wherever  the  currents  or  eddies 
were  the  strongest.  Boats  were  hung  from  the  bow- 
sprit  and  bows,  in  order  to  break  the  floes ;  but  they 
did  little  good,  as  the  ice  was  in  many  places  suf- 
ficiently strong  to  bear  them  and  their  crews;  it 
being,  as  I  have  before  observed,  the  peculiar  pro- 
perty of  salt-water  ice  to  bend,  but  not  to  break  } 
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and  holes  made  in  it  when  young  are  burst  through 
as  easily  as  a  pencil  may  be  pushed  through  common 
blotting-paper.  At  one  time,  while  fixed  in  a  moving 
floe»  one  of  the  men  employed  on  it  was  almost  swept 
from  us,  and  Providence  alone  saved  him  from  the 
danger :  he  merely  caught  the  bare  end  of  a  rope 
which  we  threw  him,  and  in  the  instant  was  dragged 
through  some  soft  ice  at  the  very  moment  the  ship 
began  to  acquire  way.  On  getting  through,  we 
found  the  sea  open,  and  remained  under  sail  during 
a  very  dark  night.  We  had  now  been  sixty-five 
days  struggling  to  get  forward ;  but,  though  we 
had  suffered  the  anxieties  and  difficulties  of  a  long 
voyage,  we  had  only  in  that  time  reached  about 
forty  miles  to  the  westward  of  Igloolik.  For  twenty- 
five  days  we  had  awaited  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice 
in  the  strait,  and  now  left  it  almost  as  we  had  found 
it ;  considering  ourselves  fortunate  in  getting  clear. 
We  were  aware  that  another  twenty-four  hours  would 
have  sufficed  to  fix  us  there ;  and  the  shortest  period 
of  detention  in  this  most  desolate  place  must  have 
been  above  eleven  months,  which  would  have  been 
to  us  as  so  many  years.  Not  a  living  creature  would 
have  blessed  our  sight,  even  in  the  spring ;  for  the 
continual  ice  forbade  the  approach  even  of  ducks, 
and  the  dreary  lands  would  only  arrest  the  deer  for  a 
few  days  in  their  passage  to  and  from  better  pas- 
turage. We  thanked  God  that  it  was  possible  to 
pass  a  comparatively  comfortable  winter  in  the  arctic 
regions,  and  that  we  could  even  rejoice  at  the  ides  of 


ANCHOA  AT  IGLOOLIK.  879 

being  fixed  in  a  part  where  we  could  walk  on  the 
shore,  and  procure  game  in  the  summer. 

After  beating  up  to  the  eastward  for  some  hours, 
we  anchored,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  Slst,  under  the 
lee  of  Tern  Island.  Weighing  on  the  morning  of 
the  22nd,  with  the  wind  from  the  8outh-east»  we 
worked  along  the  north-eastern  shore;  but  a  gale 
rising,  we  again  returned,  and  sought  protection 
under  the  island.  It  blew  very  hard  throughout  the 
night,  which  was  very  dark.  The  weather  moderated 
on  the  morning  of  the  23rd,  but  was  still  so  unsettled, 
that  we  could  not  venture  out,  in  consequence  of  the 
continual  fall  of  snow.  Both  ships,  however,  shifted 
into  deeper  water;  and  the  Fury,  on  weighing, 
found  that  her  best  bower  anchor  had  lost  a  flue. 
We  supplied  her  with  a  spare  anchor.  At  near  mid- 
night the  wind  blew  fresh  from  the  north-west,  di- 
rectly on  to  the  little  island,  which  obliged  us  to 
weigh,  though  it  was  so  dark,  that  we  could  not  see 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  before  us. 

On  the  24th,  having  found  the  sea  so  full  of  ice 
that  it  would  have  been  highly  imprudent  to  remain 
longer  in  the  offing,  we  anchored  just  within  the 
entrance  of  the  little  strait  which  divides  Igloolik 
from  the  main,  intending  to  remain  somewhere  near 
that  position  for  the  winter.  We  now  perceived  that 
the  natives  had  come  to  reside  at  the  bone  village. 

On  the  25th,  I  landed  to  visit  my  old  acquaint- 
ances, and  found  their  huts  in  a  most  filthy  state, 
owing  to  the  mildness  of  the  weather,  and  to  their 
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internal  warmth :  the  water  was  dropping  from  the 
roofs,  the  ice  had  melted  on  the  floors,  and  the 
juices  of  thawing  and  half-putrid  walrus  flesh,  with 
other  watery  inconveniences,  had  made  large  sloppy 
puddles  in  the  low  entrances,  through  which  we  were 
obliged  to  crawl  on  our  hands  and  knees.  None  of 
these  bone  houses  were  roofed  over,  but  their  tope 
were  covered  by  transparent  skins,  so  that  no  air  could 
penetrate,  yet  at  the  same  time  sufficient  light  was 
admitted.  In  tlie  largest  of  the  buildings  were  six- 
teen grown  persons  and  several  children,  arranged 
in  families,  each  of  whom  occupied  a  very  elevated 
bench ;  so  that,  on  entering  the  hut,  all  their  feet 
were  on  a  level  with  our  heads,  the  door  being  at 
the  bottom.  It  required  a  tolerable  share  of  activity 
to  climb  up  to  the  family  we  might  have  wished  to 
visit,  the  slope  from  their  feet  to  the  base  of  the 
edifice  being  rendered  extremely  slippery  by  the 
before-mentioned  fluids.  At  a  more  advanced  state 
of  the  season,  the  cold  of  course  acts  as  a  sweetener 
and  drier  to  the  interior  of  these  dwellings.  Round 
the  sides  of  each  family  seat  a  kind  of  curtain  of 
seals'  skins  was  pinned  against  the  sooty  walls,  a 
mark  of  decency  I  had  scarcely  expected  to  see.  I 
cannot,  however,  avoid  mentioning  a  curious  fact, 
that  a  people  so  dirty  in  all  their  habits  as  the  £ski- 
maux  should  have  the  greatest  abhorrence  of  soot. 
In  various  instances,  in  the  summer,  I  had  seen 
them,  while  in  their  tents,  carefully  pick  out  the 
paost  minute  pieces  of  shingle  which  had  come  in 
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contact  with  their  cooking-pots,  and  throw  them 
iway.  During  the  few  days  also  that  I  was  sojourn- 
ng  with  them,  if  the  slightest  mark  of  soot  was  left 
either  on  my  fingers  or  their  own,  a  bird's  wing  and 
t  little  saliva  were  instantly  applied  to  rub  out 
;he  stain.  As  the  bone  huts  could  contain  but  a 
imall  portion  of  the  tribe,  there  were  several  others 
constructed  of  fresh  water  ice,  which  even  exceeded 
n  beauty  the  snow  houses  I  have  long  since  de- 
>cribed.  Lai*ge  slabs  of  transparent  ice  were  arranged 
n  somewhat  an  octagonal  form,  as  the  walls  of  the 
building,  and  their  joints  were  carefully  plastered 
.\'ith  snow.  The  roofs  of  some  were  as  yet  of  skins, 
)ut  others  had  the  regular  dome  tops  of  snow.  Too- 
emak's  dwelling  was  a  perfect  octagon,  and  so  trans- 
parent, that  even  at  some  paces  distance  it  was  pos- 
lible  to  distinguish  those  who  stood  within  it  one 
rom  the  other ;  yet,  at  the  same  time,  it  was  so 
completely  air  tight,  as  to  be  perfectly  warm.  The 
loor  or  hole  of  entrance  was  low  down,  and  protected 
)y  a  passage  of  the  same  pure  material  as  the  hut. 
His  canoe  was  placed  near,  at  hand,  bottom  up, 
m  two  walls,  each  formed  of  a  single  slab  of  ice 
tbout  five  feet  high ;  and  his  whole  establishment 
vas  neatly  and  certainly  very  commodiously  arranged. 
Ml  the  Eskimaux  had  numerous  families  of  young 
>uppies,  and  each  litter  was  carefully  sheltered,  by 
laving  a  small  ice-house  built  for  its  reception,  and 
x)ofed  in,  so  that  the  mothers  leapt  to  them  over  a 
ow  wall,  which  her  young  ones  were  unable  to  pass. 
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These  nurseries  were  as  traDsparent  as  the  other 
buildings;  and  the  fat  little  puppy  dogs  lay  with 
their  parents  as  if  enshrined  in  a  glass  case. 

The  people  were  all  very  ill  clothed;  in  fact> 
many  of  them  had  but  one  jacket,  and  that  so  greasy 
within  and  without,  as  to  a£Pord  little  or  no  warmth. 
They  all  complained  that  they  had  killed  but  few 
deer  to  supply  them  with  skins,  having  sold  many  of 
their  bows  to  the  Kabloona;  and  we  also  fancied 
them  to  say  that  the  summer  had  been  an  unfavour- 
able one.  Both  sexes,  however,  appeared  to  have 
been  well  fed  during  our  absence,  for  they  w«re  in 
excellent  case,  and  had  a  more  than  usually  tanned 
appearance.  For  this  I  could  not  account^  as  the 
summer  in  this  climate  would  scarcely  have  efifected 
such  a  change.  With  their  usual  improvidence,  they 
still  offered  their  few  remaining  bows  for  sale^  as 
being  now  of  no  use ;  yet  we  knew  that  in  the  spring 
their  desire  to  repossess  them  would  be  carried  to  the 
same  length  as  their  wish  in  the  winter  to  dispose  of 
them.  Some  salmon  trout,  six  or  eight  inches  in 
length,  were  purchased,  and,  as  we  learnt,  were 
caught  in  the  lakes  on  the  island. 

On  the  26th  Captain  Parry  Id^  us  for  a  few  days, 
intending  a  boat  excursion  to  the  western  land. 
Soon  afterwards  a  large  body  of  ice  b^an  to  enter 
the  strait  from  the  seaward,  which  induced  me  to 
carry  the  ships  about  three  miles  to  the  westward, 
under  the  shelter  of  a  little  point,  on  which  stands 
the  summer  settlement  of  05-lod*khlat.     We  found 
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one  family  still  there ;  and  on  the  27th  the  master  of 
it  accompanied  me  round  a  bay,  which  was  near  us, 
in  order  to  show  me  the  place  where  the  trout  were 
caught,  which  was  a  lake  of  a  mile  or  more  in  circum- 
ference, partly  frozen  over.  We  soon  joined  two 
lads  who  were  fishing  on  the  ice :  each  attended  at  a 
hole,  where,  with  a  small  piece  of  string  attached  to 
a  short  bone-handle,  he  continually  bobbed  a  small 
ivory  model  of  a  fish.  This,  from  its  glaring  white- 
ness, is  employed  to  attract  others,  and  while  exa- 
mining the  strange  figure,  they  are  struck  by  the 
fisher  with  the  kakeSway  (or  little  nippers),  and 
thus  impaled.  This  process  appears  to  require  the 
greatest  patience,  for  in  half  an  hour  I  only  saw  one 
fish  taken,  and  it  was  the  first  since  daylight ;  yet 
the  boys  will  sit  quietly  on  their  heels  for  a  whole 
day  at  this  occupation.  An  ivory  fish  which  I  pur- 
chased was  neatly  formed,  about  three  inches  long, 
aud  having  the  eyes  made  of  small  lumps  of  iron 
pyrites.  The  boys  informed  me,  that  beyond  the 
lake  was  a  herd  of  deer  grazing,  but  being  unarmed 
I  did  not  seek  for  them.  I  bought  at  the  hut  a  few 
trout,  and  found  them  most  delicate  eating ;  their 
fiesh  was  of  a  fine  pink  colour. 

Snow  and  thick  weather  had  prevailed  for  some 
time,  and  were  on  this  day  accompanied  by  a  fresh 
northerly  wind.  Captain  Parry  returned  at  noon, 
having  examined  a  considerable  portion  of  the  land 
to  the  westward,  which  was  clear  of  ice.  An  officer 
who  was  on  shore  this  day  had,  with  several  *£ski- 
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maux,  two  dogs  to  tow  him  through  the  deep  snow 
which  had  recently  fallen. 

We  anxiously  awaited  the  forming  of  the  winter 
floe,  but  as  we  lay  in  a  tide-way,  no  young  ice  of  any 
importance  was  perceived  until  the  3d ;  it  then 
formed  fast,  and  rendered  our  anchorage  very  unsafe, 
as  a  continued  N.W.  wind  drove  it  past  us,  and  caused 
a  heavy  strain  on  our  cables.  For  three  or  four  days, 
therefore,  we  warped  ahead,  as  the  ice  offered  oc- 
casional openings,  and  endeavoured  to  get  under  the 
land,  so  as  to  leave  a  smaller  space  for  the  loose  ice 
to  form  in  ahead  of  us,  and  thus  escape  considerable 
pressure.  In  this  state  we  remained  with  the  ice 
thickening  daily,  and  in  suspense  as  to  whether  we 
should  have  the  good  fortune  to  escape  being  carried 
to  sea. 

On  the  8th,  the  Eskimaux  first  began  to  come  off 
to  us  on  the  young  ice,  even  though  it  was  still  fre- 
quently in  motion,  feeling  their  way  with  spears,  and 
exposing  themselves  to  such  imminent  danger,  as  to 
cause  a  shuddering  in  all  who  looked  at  them.  It  is 
their  custom,  when  walking  in  this  manner,  to  extend 
their  legs  as  far  as  possible,  scarcely  lifting  their  feet, 
but  sliding  them  along  the  ice,  which,  being  of  salt 
water,  bends  like  leather.  The  pressure  was  so  much 
increased  on  the  9th,  that  we  drove  wherever  the  ice 
chose  to  carry  us,  and  on  weighing,  we  found  that 
we  had  lost  the  shank  and  crown  of  the  best  bower. 
This  was  the  fifth  anchor  which  was  broken  in  the 
two  ships,  and  we  were  of  course  much  distressed  by 
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it,  two  only  now  remaining  to  each  of  us  for  our  fu- 
ture operations. 

In  a  day  or  two  after  this,  some  women  and  young 
boys  came  off  to  us,  their  curiosity  to  see  the  ships 
conquering  their  fears  of  the  still  moving  ice.  I 
however  sent  them  back  immediately,  and  perceived 
that  they  were  only  just  in  time  to  reach  the  shore 
before  the  ice  they  had  walked  over  separated,  and 
ultimately  drove  out  to  sea  :  such  is  the  temerity  or 
stupidity,  I  know  not  which  to  call  it,  of  these  people. 

An  easterly  breeze  on  the  12th  brought  the  ice  in 
such  quantities,  that  it  packed,  or  overlapped,  very 
thickly  all  the  day,  and  until  the  evening  of  the  13th, 
when  it  became,  as  we  hoped,  quite  stationary ;  but 
at  night  it  again  opened  ahead  of  the  Hecla,  and 
we  drove  to  a  short  distance  with  it,  when,  not  know- 
ing its  thickness,  we  let  go  one  anchor  which  was 
hanging  under  foot,  and  veered  to  seventy-two  fa- 
thoms on  the  chain  cable,  hoping  it  would  force  her 
through,  as  it  had  done  before ;  but  on  the  14th,  at 
daylight,  we  were  surprised  to  find  that  between  the 
ci*ack  and  the  ship,  the  ice  had  overlapped  to  the 
extraordinary  thickness  of  from  7  feet  9  inches  to 
3  feet  9  inches,  each  layer,  as  we  afterwards  found, 
not  being  above  two  or  three  inches  strong. 


am 
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All  having  been  quiet  for  three  days,  the  Fury's 
people  were  sent  to  assist  in  sawing  us  up  to  our 
anchor.  The  first  day's  work  cleared  about  twenty 
feet  only,  as  it  was  an  extremely  laborious  operation, 
it  being  requisite  to  lift  each  piece  out  on  to  the 
main  floe  as  soon  as  it  was  cut,  owing  to  the  rapid 
freezing  of  the  water. 

On  the  1 8th  our  united  strength  hove  the  anchor 
home,  with  seventy-two  fathoms  of  chain,  by  sheer 
force,  and  we  thus  recovered  these  lost  treasures. 
We  continued  cutting  until  the  22d,  in  the  hopes 
of  getting  nearer  the  Fury  and  the  shore,  from  the 
latter  of  which  we  were  a  mile  distant;  but  we  found 
that  in  five  days  not  above  one  ship's  length  had 
been  cut  and  cleared ;  the  attempt  was  therefore 
given  up,  and  the  hands  all  sent  to  the  Fury,  who 
lay  next  a  thin  floe  not  far  from  us,  in  order  to  cut 
her  through  it. 
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From  the  Eskimaux  we  learnt  that,  on  the  pre- 
ceding day,  two  of  them  had  attacked  and  killed  a 
she  bear.  A  couple  of  wolves  had  been  seen  near 
the  ships,  in  fact  almost  within  shot. 

I  found  tliat  the  huts  were  now  all  neatly  lined 
with  seals'  skins,  so  sewed  as  exactly  to  fit  their 
dome-shaped  roofs.  This  gave  them  a  most  com- 
foiiiable,  and  in  some  few  cases^  a  clean  appearance, 
but  had  made  them  warmer  than  was  agreeable  even 
to  their  inhabitants,  all  of  whom,  in  the  largest  bone 
hut,  were  sitting  stripped  to  their  breeches,  and  en- 
veloped in  a  dense  smoke  which  exhaled  from  their 
bodies.  Near  the  village  I  found  a  boy  in  chase  of 
a  large  covey  of  about  fifty  ptarm^an,  which  were  so 
tame  as  to  allow  him  repeatedly  to  advance  within 
ten  paces,  and  discharge  his  [arrows  at  them  ;  but  he 
was,  fortunately  for  the  birds,  a  very  bad  shot. 

The  distance  from  the  Fury  to  the  huts  was  about 
five  miles,  and  the  officers  of  each  ship  always  found 
the  Eskimaux  very  ready  to  carry  them  on  their 
sledges,  but  never  forgot  they  were  to  receive  a  pre- 
sent for  doing  so;  and  as  the  demand  was  raised 
very  speedily,  we  foresaw  that  the  fare  for  a  pkce  in 
the  arctic  long  coaches  would,  in  the  end,  become 
rather  exorbitant. 

On  the  ^th  we  heard  of  three  more  bears  having 
been  killed.  It-kam-mfik,  one  of  the  travellers  from 
Winter  Island,  arrived  on  board:  he  had  reached 
Igloolik  the  preceding  day,  and  the  others  of  his 
party  were  following  him  from  Amityook,  near  which 
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place  he  informed  us  that  Togorlat's  unhappy  child 
had  died.  The  traveller,  who  in  the  Hecla  we  had 
generally  considered  as  half-witted,  marched  on  board 
with  a  most  confident  air  of  freedom,  walked  below, 
shook  hands  with  all  his  friends,  drew  a  chair,  poked 
my  fire,  and  assumed  the  consequence  of  a  person 
who  finds  himself  quite  at  home,  while  the  poor  Ig- 
loolik  people  gazed  on  him  with  the  greatest  asto- 
nishment and  admiration.  I  however  really  believe, 
that  with  all  the  very  excusable  display  of  his  inti- 
macy with  us,  the  poor  creature  was  sincerely  glad  to 
be  once  more  with  the  Kabloona. 

In  one  of  my  visits  to  the  huts,  I  observed  a  young 
girl  (Sheega)  rocking  herself  from  leg  to  1^  as  if 
nursing  an  infant,  and  on  asking  the  cause,  she  very 
innocently  produced  from  her  hood  a  large  roll  of 
deer-skin,  having  one  end  rounded  and  dressed  in  a 
linen  cap,  bordered  with  red  fiannel,  which  she  told 
me  was  her  little  child.  This  was  the  first  and  only 
instance  I  met  with  of  the  young  Eskimaux  girls 
amusing  themselves  with  dolls ;  for  the  small  clothed 
figures  which  we  had  purchased  of  them  were  in- 
tended to  represent  men  and  women,  and  a  couple 
of  dozen  of  them  would  not  have  equalled  Sheega's 
plaything  in  bulk. 

On  the  28th  Eewerat's  party  arrived  at  Igloolik, 
and  Kooilittiiik,  with  Amalooa,  came  to  the  ships : 
they  recollected  all  our  names,  and  took  some  pains 
to  show  that  they  had  not  forgotten  all  their  En- 
glish.    The  lady  was  much  altered  in  appearance, 
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and  rather  sulky,  which  she  afterwards  attributed  to 
the  trouble  she  experienced  from  an  eruption  on  her 
arms,  generally  supposed  to  be  the  itch.  KhYoona- 
bVs  child,  which  had  been  for  some  time  unwell, 
died  on  this  day. 

Odyara  slept  on  board,  and  afforded  us  much 
amusement  and  information  on  some  interesting 
points.  He  was  the  first  who  even  voluntarily  and 
fully  described  the  exhibitions  of  an  annatko  j  and 
gave  us  a  lohg  account  of  the  deceptions  pi'actised 
by  Toolemak,  who  certainly  appeared  to  be  a  pers(m 
of  some  consideration  in  his  tribe.  I  could  not  learn 
if  the  incantations  he  described  were  performed  to 
avert  any  misfbrtune,  or  for  the  relief  of  a  sick  per- 
son ;  but  the  story,  with  appropriate  action,  was  com- 
menced by  our  narrator's  rushing  into  my  cabin  with 
a  drawn  knife,  which  we  were  to  suppose  quite 
bloody,  in  consequence  of  having  stabbed  an  evil 
spirit.  We  held  him  as  he  desired,  while  he  strug- 
gled and  breathed  with  great  difficulty,  at  the  same 
time  telling  us  that  a  real  conjuror  would  require 
a  great  many  men  to  secure  him.  Having  disarmed 
him  of  the  knife,  which  he  had  held  very  firmly,  dne 
of  the  party  licked  the  blood  from  it ;  the  lampi  was 
then  extinguished,  and  the  cleaned  knife  was  placed 
beneath  it.  All  being  dark,  a  large  company  was 
seated  round  in  the  hut,  when  the  conjuror  crouched 
on  the  floor,  and  after  various  noises  and  repeatedly 
blowing,  his  voice  gradually  retired  to  a  distance ; 
but  after  some  time,  was  again  faintly  heard  f¥om 
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below,  approaching  nearer  and  nearer,  until  at  length, 
with  a  loud  yell,  he  arrived  once  more  on  the  floor 
of  the  hut,  where  he  fell  into  strong  convulsions. 
Lights  were  then  brought,  the  knife  was  taken 
from  beneath  the  lamp,  and  again  found  covered 
with  blood  of  T6m.g&.  This  was  licked  by  the 
wizard  himself,  who  now  gradually  recovered ;  and 
it  was  not  a  little  extraordinary  that,  instead  of  letting 
the  blood  go  down  his  throat,  he  swallowed  it  under 
the  tongue.  The  exhibition  at  length  ceased,  and 
the  exhausted  sorcerer  was  indulged  with  something 
good  to  eat,  the  general  termination  of  all  Eskimaux 
assemblies. 

Ooyara  showed  us  the  manner  of  procuring  fire  by 
the  friction  of  a  pin  of  wood  in  the  hole  of  another 
piece,  and  pressed  down  like  a  drill  from  above. 
The  motion  is  given  by  a  bow  made  of  leather, 
stretched  on  a  piece  of  the  rib  of  an  animal,  or  a 
deer's  horn,  in  the  manner  of  our  cutlers'  drill-bows : 
the  flower  of  the  willow  being  the  tinder.  We  had 
never  before  seen  this  method  put  in  practice,  and 
he  informed  us  that  he  had  learned  it  from  his 
father,  rather  for  amusement  than  for  utility  j  the 
two  lumps  of  iron  pyrites  certainly  answering  the 
purpose  a  great  deal  better. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st  the  Fury  had  arrived 
within  about  300  yards  of  the  shore,  in  five  fathoms 
water,  the  whole  distance  cut  being  4343  feet,  which, 
in  addition  to  the  space  she  was  removed  from  us  at 
first,  now  made  her  about  a  mile's  walk.     The  car- 
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penters  were  forthwith  set  to  build  a  house  for  an 
observatory  ;  winter  orders  were  issued,  and  we  went 
on  the  same  allowance  of  provisions  and  fuel  as  in 
the  preceding  winter.  In  order  to  establish  a  re- 
gular communication  between  the  ships,  messengers 
were  appointed  to  pass  between  them  six  times  a 
day ;  and  for  the  security  of  any  persons  who  might 
be  caught  in  a  snow  storm,  there  was  a  line  stretched 
from  the  Fury's  bow  to  ours,  and  supported  by  pillars 
of  snow  of  the  height  of  a  man, 

Eewerat,  Togorlat,  and  their  little  child,  paid  me 
a  visit,  and  really  appeared  delighted  at  seeing  iis  all 
again.  These  poor  creatures  and  their  little  party 
while  actually  travelling  must  have  gone  through 
great  hardships ;  for,  having  found  no  people  at 
Amityook,  they  had  but  two  dogs  to  draw  the  whole 
of  their  heavy  load. 

On  the  2nd,  Toolemak  and  his  wife  visited  me, 
and  I  had  the  pleasure  of  witnessing  one  of  his  ex- 
hibitions as  a  conjuror,  which  quite  equalled  all  I 
expected.  He  also  gave  me  some  very  curious  and 
interesting  accounts  of  their  superstitions,  in  which 
he  only  affected  to  believe,  while  his  tribe  really 
did  so.  Of  these,  and  other  anecdotes '  of  the 
same  nature,  I  shall  speak  more  fully  when  treating 
of  the  mythology  of  these  extraordinary  people. 
Amongst  other  news  received  at  Igloolik  from  the 
newly-arrived  families,  the  old  man  gave  me  a  full 
account  of  my  two  expeditions  at  Winter  Islimd ; 
the  first,  when  we  so  narrowly  escaped  being  frozen 
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to  death;  the  second  my  pretended  journey  to 
Amityook.  From  these  and  other  little  histories  I 
was  fully  convinced  that,  though  to  all  appearance 
insensible  of  what  was  going  forward  amongst  us,  the 
Eskimaux  really  pay  greater  attention  to  what  passes, 
and,  as  in  the  present  instance,  relate  their  adven- 
tures with  great  truth  and  spirit.  The  names  of  all 
the  kabloona  who  were  most  generally  known  were 
so  interwoven  with  their  stories,  as  to  give  me  great 
hopes  that  those  families  who  had  travelled  to  Re- 
pulse Bay  and  the  Wager  River  might,  by  commu- 
nication with  the  southern  tribes,  be  the  means  of 
carrying  accounts  of  the  expedition  to  the  factories 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

One  of  the  seamen,  who  with  some  of  his  mess- 
mates was  at  the  village,  had  a  toe  severely  frost- 
bitten, but  instantly  found  a  friend  in  Toolemak, 
who  led  him  to  his  hut,  supplied  him  with  a  warm 
pair  of  fur  boots,  and  sat  above  an  hour  chafing  and  ex- 
orcising his  foot.  When  after  a  time  our  people  set  out 
to  return  on  board,  Toolemak  observed  that  his  patient 
was  still  lame,  and  calling  them  all  back,  caught  his 
dogs,  and  drove  the  whole  party  down  to  the  ship, 
although  the  night  was  setting  in.  In  order  to  make 
some  return  for  so  much  politeness,  I  detained  my 
atata  on  board,  and  gladly  spread  a  skin  for  him  be- 
fore my  fire.  As  usual,  he  was  full  of  anecdote,  and 
I  learned  from  him  the  first  instance  of  sudden  pas- 
sion which  had  occurred  to  our  knowledge  amongst 
bis  countrymen.  ^  His  account,  which  was  afterwards 
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fully  confirmed  by  the  parties  themselves,  was  of  a 
man  named  ShSe-ra-ghioo,  whose  general  character 
stood  high  with  us.  It  appeared  that  his  two  wives, 
both  of  whom  were  the  mothers  of  grown  men,  had  a 
serious  quarrel  on  account  of  the  love  they  bore  him, 
or  of  jealousy  at  some  marked  preference  he  had 
shown  to  one  alone.  Whatever  the  cause,  he  was 
present  during  the  altercation,  and  they  fought 
across  liim,  scratching  faces  and  tearing  each  other's 
hair,  which  so  irritated  the  object  of  their  conten- 
tion, that  he  seized  the  large  knife  of  his  eldest  son , 
chopped  one  lady  in  two  places  across  the  back  of 
her  hand,  and  cut  a  deep  gash,  so  much  so  that  it 
required  sewing  up,  along  the  forehead  of  the  other- 
His  rage  then  subsiding,  he  rtished  out  of  the  hut, 
put  the  knife  under  a  large  stone,  and  broke  it  to 
pieces. 

During  the  night  I  heard  a  loud  scratching  under 
the  counter,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  it  was 
found  that  the  wolves  had  torn  down  and  partly 
eaten  the  carcass  of  a  dog  which  had  been  hanging 
to  the  stem. 

We  had  of  late  been  much  interested  in  collecting 
accounts  of  a  distant  tribe  of  Eskimaux,  respecting 
whom  our  curiosity  had  been  excited  by  one  of  Too- 
lemak's  evening  stories  to  me.  The  sum  of  the  in- 
formation obtained  was,  that  ten  days  ta  the  north* 
ward  of  Igloolik  was  a  place  called  Td5-n5o-negh, 
at  which  a  great  number  of  people  constantly  re- 
sided.    It   was   situated  in  a  deep   bay,  river,  or 
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inlet.  Whales  were  very  abundant  near  it,  and 
three  kabloona  ships  had  come  there  two  or  three 
years  before  to  catch  them.  One  of  these  ships 
went  away,  but  the  two  others  came  and  communi- 
cated with  the  natives  and  made  them  presents ;  they 
then  sailed  out  to  sea. 

The  Eskimaux,   of  late  years,   had  seen  several 
ships  killing  whales ;  and,  as  a  proof  that  such  was 
their  occupation,  had  frequently  procured  the  kraug 
or  carcass,  from  which  the  Europeans  had  cut  the' 
fat.     Icebergs  (peeka-loo-yiing)  were  frequent  off 
the  coast,  and  were  of  an  immense  size.     The  sea 
produced  unicorns  and  walruses,  though  the  latter 
were  not  so  numerous  as  at  Igloolik.     A  most  re- 
markable and  interesting  difference  of  costume  also 
existed  with  the  distant  tribe ;  which  was,  that  in 
the  summer  the  women  wore  no  breeches,  but,  like 
the  females  of  the  Savage  Islands  in  Hudson's  Strait, 
used  as  a  substitute  a  kind  of  thigh  drawers,  which, 
fitting  close,  had  a  contrivance  something  like  the 
false  sleeves  of  grocers,  drawn  up  to  meet  them,  and 
fastened  at  the  waistband  ;  the  whole  arrangement, 
however,  was  insufficient  to  cover  them  completely, 
and  the  lower  part  of  the  stomach,  with  a  portion  of 
the  thighs,  was  exposed  to  view.     We,  on  the  other 
hand,  were  confident  that  along  the  coast  of  America, 
from  the  Wager  River  to  Igloolik,  regularly-made 
breeches  and  enormous  boots   were  the   invariable 
dress  of  the   women.     There  were  also  two   other 
peculiarities  to  be  remarked  ^  the  first  of  which  was 
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that  the  northern  people  wore  their  hair  in  a  knot 
on  the  crown  of  the  head  ;  while  the  tribes  of  our 
acquaintance  had  a  custom  of  arranging  it  in  two 
tooglee-ga  or  pigtails,  one  hanging  on  each  side  the 
face.  Tlie  second  was,  that  the  kakeen  or  tattoe  of 
the  females  differed  materially  on  the  hands^  arms, 
and  chin.  Of  this  we  had  convincing  proof  in  two 
women,  a  mother  and  daughter,  who,  with  their 
families,  had  a  few  years  before  come  to  settle  at 
Igloolik.  The  whole  of  two  other  families,  with 
whom  I  spoke,  had  left  their  home  a  year  or  two 
before  the  ships  came  to  their  country  ;  but  the  news 
was  obtained  from  some  of  the  tribe  who  had  ar* 
rived  only  the  preceding  year,  and  who  had  again 
left  Igloolik. 

It  appeared  that  four  days  must  be  passed  in 
crossing  over  salt-water  ice  before  travellers  arrived 
at  the  land,  and  they  then  performed  the  rest  of  the 
journey  on  shore.  One  of  my  chief  informants  on 
these  interesting  subjects  was  a  man  called  M&ng- 
il-ya,  the  brother  of  old  Kettle. 

On  the  l6th,  Captain  Parry  visited  me  with  a 
fine  team  of  dogs,  which  he  had  purchased  from  the 
Eskimaux ;  and  much  to  the  credit  of  their  former 
masters,  they  stipulated,  when  selling  them,  that 
they  should  not  be  killed,  as  hisid  been  done  in  twa 
instances  by  some  of  our  people.  In  one  of  these 
cases,  the  man  who  bought  the  dog  asked  the  native 
who  sold  it  to  assist  him  in  skinning  it  when  dead, 
and  for  that  purpose  put  a  knife  into  his  hand  j  but 
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the  poor  fellow,  with  a  nobleness  of  feeling  which  I 
should  not  have  supposed  in  his  nature,  threw  it  from 
him,  and,  without  answering  a  word,  walked  away  in 
contempt. 

Young  Too-loo-ak,  of  the  Winter  Island  tribe, 
arrived  from  Amityook ;  at  which  place  he  had  left 
his  father  and  nu)ther,  ¥rith  Kettle,  and  several  others. 
This  young  man  came  to  take  possession  of  his  young 
and  handsome  wife,  Erk-tM ;  for  which  no  farther 
cmmony  was  requisite  than  taking  his  seat  by  her 
aide  the  moment  he  entered  the  hut,  thus  establish- 
ing himself  as  lord  and  master.  On  the  following 
day,  the  young  couple  paid  Captain  Parry  a  visit ; 
and  the  brid^pom  being  an  old  favourite,  was  en- 
riched by  the  present  of  a  boarding-pike  and  some 
usefiil  household  effects,  while  his  fair  lady  was  em- 
bellished with  a  profusion  of  beads  and  tinsel :  both 
looked  exceedingly  sheepish,  and  had  very  little  to 
say  for  themselves  :  the  husband  was  about  seventeen, 
and  the  wife  fifteen  years  of  age. 

On  the  21st,  Toolemak  brought  a  stranger,  who 
had  just  arrived  at  the  island,  to  sec  mc  ;  he  was  the 
tallest  Eskimaux  we  had  yet  seen,  being  five  feet 
nine  inches  and  three  quarters  in  height,  but  was 
thin,  narrow-chested,  and  somewhat  delicate  in  ap- 
pearance. Toolemak  had  made  me  the  model  of  a 
kayak,  and  this  day  received  the  promised  exchange. 
He  soon  after  entered  into  a  long  preparatory  dis- 
course, about  a  vision  he  had  lately  seen  in  his 
quality  of  annatko :  the  sum  of  which  was,  that  an 
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object  had  appeared  to  him,  advancing  rapidly,  and 
making  extraordinary  motions;  this  had  at  first 
alarmed  him,  but  on  a  nearer  approach  he  discovei*ed 
the  figure  of  Lyon,  bearing  in  his  hand  an  axe,  which 
he  immediately  presented  to  him.  This  extraordinary 
account  I  answered  by  the  relation  of  a  dream  which 
I  also  had  lately  been  surprised  by ;  which  was,  that 
Toolemak  had  been  turned  out  of  my  cabia  for  beg- 
ging. My  dream  was  instantly  realized ;  and  tla^  old 
man  bore  the  joke  with  great  good  humour,  though 
it  was  the  means,  of  his  exchanging  a  warm  seat  by 
my  fire  for  a  very  comfortless  walk  on  deck. 

On  the  2dd,  two  of  the  officers  were  walking  tOf 
wards  the  village,  attended  by  our  Newfoundland  4ag» 
when,  the  animal  being  a  short  distance  before  theniy 
three  wolves  rushed  forward  and  attacked  him  ;  and 
had  it  not  been  for  his  size  and  strength,,  and  the  in- 
terference of  the  gentl^oaen,  the  poor  beast  mus£  have 
been  killed  and  carried  oSL  On  the  night  of  the 
524th,  one  of  these  voracious  creatures,  was  shot  from 
the  ship  by  our  inde&tigable  sportsman,  George 
Dunn :  it  was  beautifully  white,  a  male,  and  of  a 
large  size ;  he  was  very  old  ;  £6r  all  the  teeth,  and 
even  the  tusks,  were  worn  down  to  the  gums. 

On  the  S8th,  several  families  arrived  at  Igloolik  y 
and  on  the  30th,  all  came  to  see  us.  Amongst  others 
was  young  Ib-bi-kuk,  who  had  been  sent  forward, 
under  the  charge  of  her  uncle  (Kettle)  to  join  her  bus* 
band  at  this  place  :  they  were  an  admirably  matched 
couple  in  point  of  appearance,  being  equally  ugly 
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and  dirty.  The  husband  was  the  young  Tooloowak, 
who  had  so  much  distinguished  himself  in  the  little 
summer  excursion  which  I  had  made  over  the  ice  to 
KhS-mig.  This  pair  exhibited  the  same  symptoms 
of  tnauvaise  honie  as  the  other  newly-married  couple } 
and  in  both  instances  I  observed  that  the  women 
were  in  a  high  state  of  subjection  to  their  young 
husbands. 

The  Sd  of  December  was  a  day  of  some  import- 
ance to  us,  as  we  saw  the  sun  for  the  last  time.  The 
upper  limb  was  seen  for  a  few  minutes  at  noon  ;  but 
so  dimly,  and  so  curiously  distorted  by  refraction, 
that  its  appearance  can  scarcely  be  conceived  by  those 
who  I  hope  may  never  pass  a  day  without  being 
blessed  with  the  light  of  the  Almighty's  most  glo- 
rious work. 

It-kammiik  came  to  me  in  great  distress,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  severe  fit  of  lumbago  which  afflicted 
him,  and  he  earnestly  requested  that  his  wife  might 
be  permitted  to  wash  his  back  with  soap.  This  the 
lady  performed  under  my  instructions,  and  I  gave 
further  directions  that  he  should  undergo  a  good 
scrubbing  every  morning  as  long  as  a  large  piece  of 
soap  which  I  gave  him  should  last.  This,  with  the 
application  of  my  musical  snuff-box  to  his  loins,  a 
specific  in  all  difficult  cases,  gave  him  great  relief; 
and  having  offered  me  his  wife's  boots  as  a  fee,  he  set 
off  to  comfort  his  old  mother,  who  remained  crying 
at  home  until  liis  returu. 

In  the  afternoon  a  wolf  came  nearly  ulong-side  the 
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Hecla,  when  Captain  Parry's  greyhound  and  Mr. 
Reid's  terrier  both  went  after  him.     Two  men  were 
instantly  sent  armed  to  bring  back  the  dogs,  and  if 
possible  to  destroy  the  wolf;  and  it  being  a  thick 
day,  they  were  all  soon  out  of  sight.     The  wolf  had 
been  observed  either  to  have  been  outrun ,  or  to  stop 
occasionally  to  attack  the  greyhound,  while  the  little 
dog  kept  forward  as  well  as  he  could.     At  the  end 
of  two  or  three  hours  the  people  returned  with  Cap- 
tain Parry's  dog,  but  poor  little  Spark  was  missing. 
A  space  was  found  on  the  snow  which  was  much 
trampled,  and  a  few  drops  of  fresh  blood  showed  but 
too  plainly  the  fate  of  the  most  generally  fondled 
ship  dog  I  ever  saw :  the  poor  animal  was,  indeed, 
as  much  regretted  as  if  he  had  been  the  individual 
property  of  each  officer  in  the  expedition. 
.    Nothing  of  any  interest  occurred  until  the  13th, 
when  I  accompanied  Captain  Parry  to  the  village, 
where  it  was  my  intention,  should  Toolemak  assent, 
to  remain  during  the  night,  in  order,  if  possible,  to 
learn  some  farther  particulars  of  the  performance  of 
the  annatko.     Our  reception   by   my  amama  was 
most  kind,  and  the  visit  gave  peculiar  satisfaction,  as 
being  considered  the  reconciliation  of  a  little  quarrel 
which  Captain  Parry  had  found  it  requisite  to  make 
with  Toolemak,  who  was  not  now  at  home.     He  re- 
turned soon  after  Captain  Parry  had  left  me,  in  very 
high  glee,  and  untying  one  of  his  boots,  produced 
from  it  three  ooloos,  or  women's  knives,  some  wood. 
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biMuity  and  pieces  of  tin,  after  which  he  set  to  work 
in  propping  a  frozen  walrus  against  the  side  6f  his 
hut,  in  order  to  make  more  room.  The  most  im- 
portant duties  of  an  Eskimaux  were  now  to  be  per- 
formed, and  the  old  man,  with  his  adopted  sons  and 
visitors,  sat  down  to  the  discussion  of  an  immense 
pot  of  smoking  seal's  flesh.  In  this  I  determined  on 
being  a  partaker,  as  in  addition  to  being  very  hungry 
I  had  another  inducement,  from  having  a  few  days 
before  received  of  Toolemak  a  most  important  lesson 
in  politeness.  He  had  slept  in  my  cabin,  and  had 
made  a  point  of  partakii^  whatever  was  offisred  him 
to  eat  or  drink,  however  repugnant  it  might  be  to 
his  palate,  observing,  as  each  thing  was  presented  to 
him,  that  it  was  **  very  good ;"  but  that  the  kabloona 
on  entering  a  hut  always  turned  up  their  noses,  re* 
fused  what  was  presented  to  them,  and  always  said 
^  dirty,'*  or  "  bad."  This  was  strictly  true,  and  in 
consequence  I  determined,  for  good  breeding's  sake, 
to  do  as  my  host  did.  I  accordingly  made  a  plenti- 
ful meal  out  of  the  common  mess,  and  did  not  after- 
wards refuse  even  a  raw  and  frozen  slice  of  walrus. 
This  conduct  procured  me  abundance  of  thanks  and 
compliments,  for  they  were  all  aware  that  raw  flesh 
in  particular  was  always  rejected  by  us.  Toolemak  was 
so  pleased  at  my  cootplaisance,  that  he  volunteered  to 
call  his  Tomgaa  from  the  shades  below,  and  a  large 
party  were  invited  to  be  present  at  the  mysteries. 
As  his  ])erformance  is  connected  witli  what  I  had 
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before  heard  on  board,  I  shall  give  an  account  o{ 
both  together  when  speaking  of  the  superstitions  of 
the  Eskimaux. 

The  incantations  being  finished,  and  the  imdience 
dispersed,  we  prepared  for  bed.  Toolemak's  son  and 
daughter-in-law  stripped  and  turned  in  on  one  side, 
while  my  worthy  Amama  and  Ortata  did  the  satne 
on  the  other.  A  new  seal's  skin  was  spread  between 
the  two  couples,  and  on  this  I  took  up  my  quarters. 
During  the  stillness  of  the  night  I  was  startled  hf 
hearing  loud  explosions,  which  so  much  resembled 
the  report  of  great  guns,  as  to  induce  me  to  awaken 
the  sleepers,  and  ask  the  cause.  They  accounted  for 
the  noise  as  being  occasioned  by  the  cold  bursting 
the  earth.  Had  it  not  been  for  this  explanation,  I 
should  have  fancied  that  the  ships  were  firing  signal 
guns,  as  I  could  scarcely  have  supposed  that  the  frost 
would  have  such  power  after  the  earth  had  been 
frozen  during  three  months,  and  when  it  might  be 
imagined  to  have  become  cooled  as  much  as  was  pos- 
sible. At  3  A.  M«  on  the  14th,  we  got  up  and  dressed 
ourselves ;  the  first  motions  of  the  Eskimaux  being 
to  seize  a  knife  and  a  lump  of  flesh.  The  frozen 
walrus  was  lowered  down,  and  cut  into  two  portions, 
the  largest  of  which  was  kept  by  Toolemak,  while 
the  other  was  sent  to  the  man  who  had  killed  and 
really  owned  the  animal.  From  having  on  other  oc- 
casions  observed  the  same  distribution  of  food,  I  am 
convinced  that  the  old  man,  either  from  his  profession 
as  an  annatko,  or  his  abilities  as  a  hunter,  had  in- 
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▼ariably  a  share  of  whatever  provision  was  taken  from 
the  stores  along  the  beach,  as  well  as  of  animals  which 
were  killed  in  the  daily  excursions.  That  he  was 
not  selfish  in  what  his  authority  procured  him,  was 
always  evident  from  the  quantity  of  feeders  by  whom 
his  hut  was  constantly  filled  ;  and  on  this  morning, 
in  particular/there  was  not  dunng  four  hours  a  vacant 
place.  Amongst  other  hungry  people  came  old 
Kettle^  who  no  sooner  speared,  than  Toolemak  ad- 
dressed him  in  a  jeering  tone,  with  "  Nakkakhioos, 
a  thief/'  To  this  rude  greeting  I  was  astonished  at 
hearing  Kettle  answer  in  a  most  humorous  manner, 
by  relating  the  circumstance  of  his  having  robbed 
Par!,  which  excited  great  merriment  in  all  present, 
and  most  particularly  in  the  narrator  himself.  When 
I  prepared  to  leave  the  village,  and  while  the  people 
were  catching  my  dogs,  Toolemak  asked  me  very 
seriously  if  any  one  had  said  "  Pillitay"  to  me,  and  in 
strict  justice  I  must  say,  that  in  this  solitary  instance 
no  one  begged  from  mc.  I  suspected  that  this  mo- 
deration proceeded  from  some  warning  given  by 
Toolemak,  to  whom  I  had  frequently  excused  myself 
from  going  to  the  huts,  by  complaining  of  the  un- 
ceasing  and  general  demand  which  was  made  for  pre. 
sents.  My  principal  gratification  in  this  visit  con- 
sisted in  having  been  enabled  to  pass  a  night  amongst 
the  Eskimaux  in  the  middle  of  the  season  of  darkness* 
and  to  observe  the  still  continued  regularity  which 
existed  in  their  dwellings  during  so  wretched  a 
period. 
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December  22nd.  We  had  now  arrived  at  the 
shortest  day,  yet  although  the  sun  was  at  noon  below 
the  horizon,  and  had  not  been  seen  for  twenty  days, 
we  still  had  very  tolerable  twilight  for  two  hours 
before  and  after  noon,  and  therefore  had  never  found 
the  weather  so  dark  as  to  preclude  our  taking  the 
requisite  exercise.  Captain  Parry  and  myself  were 
frequently  in  the  habit  of  driving  a  mile  or  two  to- 
gether with  our  respective  sledges,  and  found  much 
amusement  in  doing  so,  as  we  had  both  become  great 
whips,  and  had  most  excellent  dogs. 

Christmas  Day  was  celebrated  by  our  attending 
church  in  the  forenoon,  after  which  the  people  re- 
turned to  the  important  disqussion  of  various  pies, 
puddings,  &c.  Captain  Parry  dined  with  me,  and 
was  treated  with  a  superb  display  of  mustard  and 
cress,  with  about  fifty  onions,  rivaling  a  fine  needle 
in  size,  which  I  had  reared  in  boxes  round  my  cabin- 
stove.  All  our  messes  in  either  ship  were  supplied 
with  an  extra  pound  of  real  English  fresh  beef,  which 
had  been  hanging  at  our  quarter  for  eighteen  months. 
We  could  not  afford  to  leave  it  for  a  farther  trial  of 
keeping,  but  I  have  no  doubt  that  double  the  period 
would  not  have  quite  spoiled  its  flavour. 

On  the  Si  St, 'two  of  the  Eskimaux  slept  on  boai*d 
in  my  cabin.  Ooyara  informed  me,  that  a  bear  had 
been  killed  on  the  preceding  night  on  the  ice  near 
the  huts,  by  his  brother-in-law,  who  afterwards  pre- 
sented his  sister  with  a  shoulder  of  it.  The  hunters 
occasionally  killed  a  seal  or  two,  and  sometimes  a 
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w»Iru8 ;  but  in  this  precarious  success  they  could  not 
h<^  to  support  so  great  a  number  as  by  the  recent 
arrivals  were  now  assembled  at  Igloolik.  We  there- 
fore made  such  arrangements  as  our  circumstances 
would  permit,  for  giving  to  the  women  and  children, 
or  to  those  who  were  most  distressed,  an  occasional 
supply  of  bread  dust  and  oil.  The  Fury  fed  the 
visitors  for  one  ^eek,  and  the  Hecla  the  next,  so 
that  we  might  be  certain  that  no  one  received 
double  allowance.  Women  came  down  daily  with 
children  at  their  backs  to  beg  for  this  food,  although 
the  walk  to  and  fro  was  about  twelve  miles,  and  the 
general  temperature  to  which  themselves  and  ofi- 
spring  were  exposed  was  from  S5.  to  4S.  below 
zero !  As  for  ourselves,  in  the  ships  we  were  blessed 
with  excellent  health,  and  enjoyed  every  comfort 
which  our  splendid  outfit  and  the  nature  of  our 
situation  would  permit.  In  this  second  winter,  how- 
ever, we  very  readily  admitted  the  truth  of  the  old 
naval  adage,  that  **  the  second  year  tries  a  man ;'' 
for  those  who  felt  the  least  inconvenience  from  the 
cold  at  Winter  Island  were  now  as  much  distressed 
by  it  as  the  others.  As  I  was  one  of  this  number, 
I  shall  state  my  own  case,  which  was  the  more  re- 
markable, from  the  extraordinary  and  almost  sudden 
change  I  had  experienced  from  the  hottest  to  the 
coldest  climate  on  the  globe. 

At  our  first  quarters  my  clothing,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  thicker  jacket,  was  the  same  as  I  had 
worn  during  the   summer.     I  never  exceeded  one 
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pair  of  thin  worsted  stockings,  neither  did  I  find  it 
requisite,  unless  the  weather  was  windy,  to  wear 
either  a  great  coat  or  comforter  when  walking  out. 
There  were  two  or  three  others  equally  insensible  to 
the  cold  as  myself;  but  the  change  of  climate  had  an 
effect  on  me,  which  I  believe  was  not  experienced  by 
the  rest,  and  which  was,  that  the  hair  from  my  body 
regularly  moulted,  if  I  may  be  excused  thfe  expression, 
and  was  renewed  two  or  three  times ;  even  in  the 
summer  following,  and  this  second  winter,  the  pro- 
cess still  continued,  although  in  a  slighter  degree. 
My  health  all  this  time  was  better  than  I  had  ever 
enjoyed  for  so  long  a  period.  But,  to  return  to  Ig* 
loolik.  We  all  now  felt  the  absolute  necessity  of  put- 
ting on  additional  clothing ;  both  while  below,  and 
when  walking  out,  coldness  in  the  feet  was,  I  believe, 
the  most  general  complaint.  The  weather  was  cer- 
tainly much  more  severe  than  at  our  last  station,  and 
the  mean  temperature  of  December  was  lower  than 
at  Melville  Island.  Our  stove-funnels  collected  a 
quantity  of  ice  within  them,  notwithstanding  fires 
were  kept  up  night  and  day,  so  that  it  was  frequently 
requisite  to  take  them  down  in  order  to  break  and 
melt  the  ice  out  of  them,  as  it  collected  in  the  same 
form  as  the  pulp  of  a  cocoa-nut  lies  within  its  shell. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  Hecla  cracked  as  much 
and  as  often  in  the  coldest  weather  as  she  did  in 
the  former  winter,  which  proves  that  the  sap  of  the 
timber,  even  after  the  trial  of  three  hard  seasons,  is 
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still  influenced  and  acted  upon  by  the  frost.  The 
Fury,  as  Captain  Parry  informed  me,  was  less  af- 
fected. 

During  the  dark  season,  I  mean  the  time  that  we 
did  not  at  all  see  the  sun,  it  was  remarked  with 
astonishment  that  the  aurora  borealis  was  very  rarely 
seen,  in  fact  only  once  or  twice,  and  then  so  faintly 
as  scarcely  to  call  our  attention. 

To  a  man  who,  like  myself,  merely  keeps  a  journal 
for  the,  amusement  of  himself  and  family,  it  may  be 
excused  if  he  does  all  he  can  to  make  it  look  well. 
This  is  precisely  my  case,  and,  like  a  little  school-boy 
with  the  last  page  of  his  copybook,  I  purpose  winding 
up  with  something  pretty,  in  order  that  18S3  may 
begin  a  new  book.  I  therefore  shall  attempt  to  give, 
as  far  as  my  limited  descriptive  powers  will  admit, 
a  general  account  of  the  Eskimaux  who  have  been 
figuring  away  in  so  many  pages  of  this  journal,  with- 
out my  having  said  what  colour,  shape,  or  peculiarities 
they  are  distinguished  by,  and  which  is  as  follows. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

Persons  of  the  Eskimaux — ^Their  dress  and  ornaments— Occu- 
pations of  the  women — Canoe8«*-Sled§re8— Weapons — Hunt- 
ing on  the  ice-— Dogs — Land  animals — ^Wolf  trapB«-FiBhing«— 
Geographical  knowledge— ^neral  dispositioii — Marriages- 
Estimation  of  women-^Treatment  of  diildren— <7onduct  to  the 
aged,  the  sick^  and  the  dead— Superstitions. 

Of  the  persons  and  features  qf  the  Eskimaux. — 
The  Eskimaux  whom  we  had  seen  at  Winter  Island 
and  Igloolik  comprised  nearly  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  north-east  coast  of  America,  from  the  Wager 
River  to  our  second  winter  quarters,  and  as  they 
were  all  related  by  blood  or  marriage,  I  may  speak 
of  them  as  one  tribe.  They  may  more  properly  be 
termed  a  small  than  even  a  middle-sised  race.  For 
though  in  some  few  instances,  and  in  particular 
families,  the  men  are  tall  and  stout,  yet  the  greater 
portion  of  the  tribe  are  beneath  the  standard  of  what 
in  Europe  would  be  called  small  men.  The  tallest  I 
saw  was  five  feet  nine  inches  and  three  quarters  in 
height ;  the  shortest  only  four  feet  ten  inches ;  and 
the  highest  woman  was  five  feet  six  inches,  while  the 
smallest  was  four  feet  eight  inches  only;  between 
these,  of  course,  there  were  intermediate  sizes,  all, 
however,  inclining  to  the  lowest  scale.  Even  in  the 
young  and  strong  men  the  muscles  are  not  clearly 
defined,  but  are  smoothly  covered,  as  in  the  limbs  of 
women ;  and  though  when  dressed  they  appear  stout 
well-set  people,  yet,  taking  them  in  a  body,  their 
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figures  when  uncovered  are  rather  weak  than  other- 
wise. There  is  a  remarkable  contradiction  in  the 
form  of  the  most  robust,  which  is,  that  however  pro- 
minent and  well  shaped  the  chest  may  be,  the  neck  is 
mall,  weak,  and  often  shrivelled.  They  all  stand  well 
on  their  feet,  walking  erect  and  freely,  with  the  toes 
rather  turned  inwards,  and  the  legs  slightly  bowed. 
Their  bodily  strength  is  not  so  great  as  might  be  ex- 
pected in  people  who,  from  their  infancy,  are  brought 
up  in  hardy  living  and  labour.  Of  this  I  had  suf- 
ficient proof,  by  matching  our  people  with  Eskimaux 
of  equal  sizes  to  lift  weights,  and  it  invariably  hap- 
pened that  burthens,  which  were  raised  with  facility 
by  our  people,  could  scarcely  be  lifi;ed  by  the  natives. 
They  are  active  wrestlers  amongst  themselves,  but 
can  neither  run  nor  jump.  Hardy  and  patient  of 
fatigue,  yet,  for  persons  brought  up  in  so  severe  a 
climate,  they  bear  the  cold  with  less  indifference  than 
I  should  have  expected.  Few  amongst  them  are  in 
the  slightest  degree  inclined  to  corpulency,  although 
pot-bellies  are  universal.  The  females  have  a  greater 
tendency,  perhaps  from  their  sedentary  habits,  to 
grow  fat.  Their  plumpness,  however,  does  not  seem 
wholesome,  but  more  properly  may  be  called  bloated, 
and  that  only  on  particular  parts  of  the  body. 

The  neck  and  shoulders  of  the  young  women  are 
generally  in  good,  though  large,  proportion  ;  and  the 
arm  and  wrist  are  sometimes  handsome.  The  feet 
of  both  sexes  are  small  and  neat,  well  joined  at  the 
ankle,  and  free  from  blemishes.     The  women,  from 
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the  peculiar  form  of  their  boots,  of  which  I  shall 
soon  liave  occasion  to  speak,  have  a  gait  like  that  of  a 
fat  Muscovy  duck,  and  they  run  unlike  any  creature 
I  ever  saw,  with  their  legs  spread  out  and  toes  turned 
in,  so  as  to  avoid  being  tripped  up  by  their  boots. 
For  some  time  I  was  inclined  to  fancy  that  the 
hands  of  these  people  were  small  and  well  shaped, 
but  latterly  I  changed  my  opinion,  and  it  was  evi- 
dentj  from  repeated  observations,  that  the  original 
form  was  spoiled  by  labour.  The  fingers  were  short 
but  not  taper,  and  the  palm  was  disproportionately 
broad.  The  hands  of  the  natives  whom  we  met  in 
Hudson's  Strait  were  certainly  far  better  shaped. 
The  skin  in  both  sexes  appeared  to  be  and  was  quite 
smooth,  being  unctuous,  and  unpleasantly  cold  to  the 
touch.  Contrary  to  its  outward  show  of  fineness,  it 
was,  even  in  the  females,  very  tough.  The  com- 
plexion of  the  Eskimaux,  when  clearly  shown  by  a 
previous  washing,  is  not  darker  than  that  of  a  Por- 
tuguese, and  such  parts  of  the  body  as  are  constantly 
covered  do  not  fall  short  in  fairness  to  the  generality 
of  the  natives  of  the  Mediterranean.  A  very  fine 
healthy  blush  tinges  the  cheek  of  females  and  young 
children,  but  the  men  are  more  inclined  to  a  sallow 
complexion.  The  features  of  the  face  are  diversified 
in  an  extraordinary  manner,  yet,  like  the  Jews,  they 
have,  even  when  their  countenances  are  shaped  like 
Europeans,  an  expression  altogether  peculiar.  This 
ihay  be  attributed  to  the  remarkable  formation  of  the 
eye,  which  is  in  all  alike.  The  inner  comer  points 
downwards,  like  that  of  a  Chinese,  and  the  carunculus 


310  DESCRIFTION  OF  THE 

lachrymalis,  which  in  Europeans  is  exposed^  is  covered 
by  a  membrane  which  passes  over  it  vertically.  The 
skin  over  the  upper  part  of  the  nose,  between  the 
eyesi  is  frequently » particularly  in  the  women^  stretched 
as  tight  as  the  covering  of  a  drum.  The  eyes  are 
small  and  black,  expressive  and  sparkling  when  ani- 
mated, and  in  most  infants  and  a  few  young  girls 
really  very  beautiful.  Even  in  middle  aged,  or  in- 
deed young  persons,  the  comer  of  the  eye  is  marked 
by  that  dreaded  figure,  the  crow's  foot ;  but  in  old 
people  the  wrinkles  are. so  abundant,  as  to  cover  the 
temples,  and  to  stray  down  the  cheek  to  a  degree  we 
never  see  in  Europe.  Another  peculiarity,  though 
not  so  eyident  in  all  faces,  is  the  prominence  of  the 
cheek  bones,  which  frequently  presents  so  flat  a  sur- 
fiice»  as  to  ff,ve  to  the  women  in  particular  the  ap* 
pearance  of  having  faces  as  broad  as  they  are  long. 
It  is  in  consequence  of  this  form,  that  the  noses  of 
such  as  are  full  faced  are  literally  buried  between 
the  projections,  and  one  of  our  chief  belles  was  so 
remarkable  in  this  way,  that  a  ruler,  when  placed 
from  cheek  to  cheek,  would  not  touch  the  nose! 
In  some  families,  where  both  parents  had  oval  faces, 
the  children  all  resemUed  them  ;  and  about  a  sixth 
part  of  the  people  we  saw  had  high  Roman  noses, 
and  an  expression  of  countenance,  excepting  always 
the  eyes,  which  seemed  of  a  different  race.  The 
other,  and  far  the  largest  portion  of  the  tribe,  are 
broad  and  nearly  round  visaged.  The  mouth  is  ge- 
nerally kept  open,  with  a  kind  of  idiotic  expression, 
so  that  the  teeth  of  either  jaw  are  generally  shown* 
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The  lips  arc  rather  prominent,  and  I  thinkj  if  any 
difference  at  all  exists,  that  in  the  men  the  lower, 
and  in  the  women  the  upper  lip  is  the  largest.  The 
mouths  are  large,  yet  have  a  very  wholesome  healthy 
uppearance.  The  teeth  are  strong,  and  deeply  fixed 
in  the  gums.  They  are  formed  like  rounded  ivory 
pegs,  and  are  as  flat  on  the  upper  end  as  if  filed 
down.  Old  people  have  them  worn  quite  even  with 
the  gums,  and  it  is  but  rarely  that  any  are  decayed. 
The  chin  is  small  and  peaked,  and  what  we  call  a 
double  chin  is  rare,  the  skin  generally  collapsing  in 
fat  people,  instead  of  forming  in  a  roll.  The  beards 
of  the  men  ate  scanty,  but  few  instances  occurring 
of  the  chin  being  entirely  covered.  The  moustaches 
are  more  thick.  The  hair  of  both  sexes  is  srt;nught| 
coarse,  and  of  a  r^ven  black.  In  infants  it  has,  for 
a  few  years,  a  shade  of  brown.  On  the  bodies  of 
adults  there  is  but  little  hair,  in  fact,  some  are  totally 
destitute  of  it. 

Dress  and  ornaments. — The  costtime  of  the  people 
I  am  now  describing  differs  very  much  from  that  of 
the  Hudson's  Strait  savages,  though  an  equal  degree 
of  neatness  and  ingenuity  is  displayed  in  the  work 
of  esieh.  The  clothes  of  both  sexes  are  principally 
composed  of  fine  and  well  prepared  rein-deer  pelts ; 
the  skins  of  bears,  seals,  wolves,  foxes,  and  mar- 
mottes,  are  also  used.  The  seal  skins  are  seldom 
employed  for  any  pait  of  the  dress^  except  boots  and 
shoes,  as  being  more  capable  of  resisting  water,  tbd 
of  far  greater  durability  than  other  leather. 

The  general  winter  dress  of  the  men  is  an  ample 
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outer  coat  of  deers'  skin,  having  no  opening  in  front, 
and  a  large  hood,    which    is  drawn  over  the  head 
at  pleasure.     This  hood  is  invariably  bordered  with 
white  fur  from  the  thighs  of  the  <leer,  and  thus  pre- 
sents a  lively  contrast  to  the  dark  face  which  it  enr 
circles.     The  front,  or  belly  part  of  the  coat,  is  cut 
off  square  with  the  upper  part  of  the  thighs ;  but  be- 
hind it  is  formed  into  a  broad  skirt,  rounded  at  the 
lower  end,  which  reaches  to  within  a  few  inches  of 
the  ground.     The   lower   edges  and  tails  of  these 
dresses  are  in  some  cases  bordered  with  bands  of  fur 
of  an  opposite  colour  to  the  body,  and  it  is  a  favourite 
omiUDent  to  hang  a  fringe  of  little  strips  of  skin  be- 
neath the  border.  These  embellishments  give  a  very 
pleasing  appearance  to  the  dress.     It  is  customary, 
in  blowing  weather,  to  tie  a  piece  of  skin  or  cord 
tight  round  the  waist  of  the  coat ;  but  in  other  cases 
the  dress  hangs  loose.     Within  the  covering  I  have 
just  described  is  another  of  precisely  the  same  form ; 
but  though  destitute  of  ornaments  of  leather^  it  has 
frequently  little  strings  of  beads  hanging  to  it  from 
the  shoulders  or  small  of  the  back.     This  dress  is  of 
thinner  skin,  and  acts  as  a  shirt,  the  hairy  part  being 
placed  next  the  body :  it  is  the  in-doors  habit.  When 
walking,  the  tail  is  tied   up  by  two  strings  to  the 
back,  so  that  it  may  not  incommode  the  legs.     Be- 
sides these  two  coats,  they  have  also  a  large  cloak, 
or,  in  fact,  an  open    deer-skin,  with  sleeves:  this, 
from  its  size,  is  more  frequently  used  as  a  blanket ; 
and  I  but  once  saw  it  worn  by  a  man  at  the  ship, 
although  the  women  throw  it  over  their  shoulders  to 
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shelter  themselves  and  children  while  sitting  on  the 
sledge. 

The  trowsers,  which  are  tightly  tied  round  the 
loins,  have  no  waistbands,  but  depend  entirely  by 
the  drawing-strings  ;  they  are  generally  of  deers* 
skin;  and  ornamented  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
coats.  One  of  the  most  favourite  patterns  is  an 
arrangement  of  the  skins  of  deers*  legs,  so  as  to  form 
very  pretty  stripes.  As  with  the  jackets,  there  are 
two  pair  of  these  indispensables,  reaching  no  Jower 
than  the  knee-cap,  which  is  a  cause  of  great  distress 
in  cold  weather,  as  that  part  is  frequently  severely 
frost-bitten ;  yet,  with  all  their  experience  of  this 
bad  contrivance,  they  will  not  add  an  inch  to  the 
established  length. 

The  boots  reach  to  the  bottom  of  the  breeches,  which 
hang  loosely  over  them.  In  these,  as  in  the  other  parts 
of  the  dress,  are  many  varieties  of  colour,  material,  and 
pattern,  yet  in  shape  they  nevervary.  The  general  win- 
ter boots  are  of  deer  skin ;  one  having  the  hair  next  the 
leg,  and  the  other  with  the  fur  outside.  .  A  pair  of 
soft  slippers  of  the  same  kind  are  worn  between  the 
two  pair  of  boots,  and  outside  of  all  a  strong  seal  skin 
shoe  is  pulled  to  the  height  of  the  ankle,  where  it  is 
tightly  secured  by  a  drawing  string.  For  hunting 
excursions,  or  in  summer  when  the  country  is  thawed, 
one  pair  of  boots  only  is  worn.  They  are  of  seals* 
skin,  and  so  well  sewed  and  prepared  without  the 
hair,  that  although  completely  saturated,  they  allow 
no  water  to  pass  through  them.     The  soles  are  ge- 
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nerally  of  the  tough  hide  of  the  walrus,  or  of  the 
large  seal  called  Oo-ghioo,  so  that  the  feet  are  well 
protected  in  walking  over  rough  ground.  Slippers 
are  sometimes  worn  outside.  In  both  cases  the  boots 
are  tightly  fastened  round  the  instep  with  a  thong  of 
leather.  The  mittens  in  common  use  are  of  deer 
skin,  with  the  hair  inside ;  but  in  fact  every  kind  of 
skin  is  used  for  them.  They  are  extremely  com- 
fortable when  dry,  but  if  once  wetted  and  frozen 
again,  in  the  winter  afford  as  little  protection  to  the 
hands  as  a  case  of  ice  would  do.  In  summer,  and  in 
fishing,  excellent  seal-skin  mittens  are  used,  and  have 
the  same  power  of  resisting  water  as  the  boots  of 
which  I  have  just  spoken.  At  Igloolik,  on  our  first 
arrival,  we  found  a  few  pair  of  fingered  gloves,  very 
neatly  made#  The  dresses  I  have  just  described  ai-e 
chiefly  used  in  winter.  During  the  summer  it  is 
customary  to  wear  coat,  boots,  and  even  breeches, 
composed  of  the  prepared  skins  of  ducks,  with  the 
feathers  next  the  body.  These  are  comfortable,  light, 
and  easily  prepared.  When  we  first  became  ac- 
quainted with  the  different  parties  of  natives,  and 
before  they  had  received  presents  from  us,  we  found 
that  the  few  ornaments  in  their  possession  were  worn 
by  the  men.  These  were  some  bandeaus  which  en- 
circled the  head,  and  were  composed  of  various 
coloured  leather,  plaited  in  a  mosaic  pattern,  and  in 
some  cases  having  human  hah*  woven  in  them  as  a 
contrast  to  the  white  skins.  From  the  lower  edge 
foxes'  teeth  hung  suspended,  arranged  as  a  fringe 
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across  the  forehead.  In  different  parts  of  the  hair 
several  wore  a  musk-ox  tooth,  a  small  ivory  figure,  or 
the  bone  of  some  small  animal. 

The  clothing  of  the  women  is  of  the  same  materials 
as  that  of  the  men,  but  in  shape  almost  every  part  is 
different  from  the  male  dress.  An  inner  jacket  is 
worn  next  the  skin,  and  the  fur  of  the  other  is  out- 
side. The  hind  flap  or  tail  is  of  the  form  before  de- 
scribed, but  there  is  also  a  small  flap  in  front,  extend- 
ing about  half  way  down  the  thigh.  The  coats  have 
each  an  immense  hood,  which,  as  well  as  covering 
the  head,  answers  the  purpose  of  a  child^s  cradle  for 
two  or  three  years  after  the  birth  of  an  infant.  This 
is  called  am&-do-t&,  and  is  the  same  as  the  amaut  of 
Crantz.  In  order  to  keep  the  bnrthen  of  the  child 
from  drawing  the  dress  tight  across  the  throaty  a 
contrivance,  in  a  great  measure  resembling  the  slings 
of  a  soldier's  knapsack*  is  affixed  to  the  collar  or 
neck  part,  whence  it  passes  beneath  the  amaoota, 
crosses,  and  being  brought  under  the  arms,  is  secured 
on  each  side  the  breast  by  a  wooden  button*  The 
shoulders  of  the  women's  coat  have  a  wide  bag-like 
space,  for  which  we  were  long  unable  to  account ; 
but  it  was  at  length  ascertained  to  be  for  the  pur- 
pose of  facilitating  the  removal  of  the  child  from  the 
hood  round  to  the  breast  without  taking  it  out  of  the 
jacket. 

When  a  girdle  is  worn  round  the  waist,  it  answers 
the  double  purposes  of  comfort  and  ornament  i  being 
frequently  composed  of  some  valuable  trinkets,  such 
as  foxes'  bones,  those  of  the  kableeaghioo,  or  some- 
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times  of  the  ears  of  deers,  which  hang  in  pairs  to  the 
number  of  twenty  or  thirty,  and  are  trophies  of  the 
skill  of  the  hunter,  to  Yfhom  the  wearer  is  allied. 
The  inexpressibles  of  the  women  are  of  the  same 
form  as  those  of  the  men,  but  they  are  not  orna- 
mented by  the  same  curious  arrangement  of  colours; 
the  front  part  is  generally  of  white,  and  the  back  of 
dark  fur.  The  manner  of  securing  them  at  the 
waist  is  also  the  same ;  but  the  drawing-strings  are 
of  much  greater  length,  being  suffered  to  hang  down 
by  one  side,  and  their  ends  are  frequently  orna- 
mented with  some :  pendent  jewel,  such  as  a  grinder 
or  two  of  the  musk-ox,  a  piece  of  carved  ivory,  a 
small  ball  of  wood,  or  a  perforated  stone. 

The  boots  of  the  fair  sex  are,  without  dispute,  the 
most  extraordinary  part  of  their  equipment,  and  are 
of  such  an  immense  size  as  to  resemble  leather  sacks, 
and  to  give  a  most  deformed,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
ludicrous  appearance  to  the  whole  figure :  the  bulky 
part  being  at  the  knee,  the  upper  end  is  formed  into 
a  pointed  flap,  which,  covering  the  front  of  the  thigh, 
is  secured  by  a  button  or  knot  within  the  waistband 
of  the  breeches. 

Some  of  these  ample  articles  of  apparel  are  com- 
posed with  considerable  taste,  of  various  coloured 
skins ;  they  also  have  them  of  parchment  seals'  leather. 
Two  pair  are  worn  ;  and  the  feet  have  also  a  pair  of 
seal-skin  slippers,  which  fit  close,  and  are  tightly  tied 
round  the  ankle. 

Children  have  no  kind  of  clothing,  but  lie  naked 
in  their  mothers'  hoods  until  two  or  three  years  of 
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age,  when  they  are  stuflfed  into  a  little  dress^  gene- 
rally of  fawn-skin,  which  has  jacket  and  breeches  in 
one,  the  back  part  being  open;  into  this  they  are 
pushed,  when  a  string  or  two  closes  all  up  again. 
A  cap  forms  an  indispensable  pari  of  the  equipment, 
and  is  generally  of  some  fantastical  shape :  the  skin 
of  a  fawn's  head  is  a  favourite  material  in  the  com- 
position, and  is  sometimes  seen  with  the  ears  perfect ; 
the  nose  and  holes  for  the  eyes  lying  along  the  crown 
of  the  wearer's  head,  which,  in  consequence,  looks  like 
that  of  an  animal. 

Although  by  necessity  and  habit  an  extremely  dirty 
people,  the  Eskimaux  appear  fully  aware  of  the  truth 
of  a  well-known  saying,  and  practically  show  that 
**  a  stitch  in  time  "  does  wonders ;  for,  however  old 
or  worn  their  dresses  may  be,  it  is  rarely  that  ragged 
clothes  are  seen. 

Our  woollen  jackets,  shirts,  or  stockings,  were  very 
highly  esteemed ;  and  though  not  a  tenth  part  so 
warm  as  the  skin  coverings,  yet  always  had  the  credit 
with  the  Eskimaux  of  being  much  more  comfortable 
than  those ;  the  poor  creatures,  who  wore  them 
generally  outside  their  proper  dress,  ascribing  all  the 
warmth  they  felt  to  the  Kabloona  cloth.  In  this 
way  I  have  seen  a  thin  cotton  shirt  placed  over  two 
coats,  while  the  happy  wearer  exclaimed  with  delight 
that  **  it  made  him  quite  hot.*' 

While  speaking  of  the  ornaments  of  the  Eskimaux, 
I  must  not  omit  the  manner  of  dressing  the  hair. 
The  men  generally  cut  it  square  across  the  forehead, 
leaving  the  side  locks  as  long  as  they  will  grow,  and 
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sometimes  these  are  nearly  two  feet  in  length :  such 
as  have  the  hair  long  all  over  the  head  tie  iip  the 
tresses  which  would  otherwise  hang  over  the  hce  in 
a  large  knot  or  bunchy  which  has  an  odd  appearance 
projecting  from  the  forehead.  The  young  men  aie 
in  the  habit  of  clipping  the  crown  quite  doee  ;  bat 
all  have  the  greatest  partiality  for  the  side  hair.  The 
women  have  but  one  way  of  arranging  their  very  long 
black  locks,  which  is  by  dividing  them  neatly  in  the 
centre  of  the  head,  and  arranging  them  on  each  side 
in  the  shape  of  a  mighty  pigtail,  which  has  a  piece  of 
wood  or  bone  for  a  stiflfener ;  round  this  the  hair  is 
secured  by  a  binding  of  thongs  of  sldn  with  the  fur  on, 
so  as  to  form  a  pretty  spiral  pattern,  and  the  end  of 
the  lock  is  made  to  form  a  kind  of  rose  at  the  bottmn. 
This,  as  with  other  parts  of  the  costume,  dififen  ma* 
terially  from  the  arrangement  of  the  hair  of  the  Hod* 
son's  Strait  women ;  who,  as  I  have  already  stated, 
tie  it  in  one  large  bunch  on  the  crown  of  the  head,  as 
is  also  done  by  the  females  of  Greenland. 

Occupations  qfzvomen.''^Be(ore  I  set  the  ladies  to 
work,  it  may  be  as  well  to  premise,  that  in  sitting  their 
feet  are  bent  under  the  thighs,  so  that  the  woman,  in 
fact,  rests  between  her  own  I^s,  as  is  the  custom  with 
the  Arab  and  negro  females. 

Under  the  head  of  cookery,  I  shall  here  introduce 
the  different  modes  of  striking  a  light,  of  which  there 
are  two.  The  one  in  general  use,  however,  is  per- 
formed by  two  pieces  of  iron  pyrites,  which,  by  a  for- 
cible blow,  give  out  a  few  sparks ;  these  are  received 
on  some  dry  moss  kept  in  an  oval  pad-shiqped  bag. 


OCCUPATIONS  OF  THK  WOMEN.  *19 

having  a  square  openiug  on  one  side.  The  second 
method  is  by  friction,  but  I  found  no  particular 
instance  of  its  being  resorted  to ;  and  the  man  who 
showed  me  the  manner  of  doing  it  only  learnt  it 
from  his  father,  who  had  seen  it  done  *^  a  long  way  to 
the  southward/' 

The  women,  besides  making  the  clothes  for  them- 
selves, their  husbands^  and  children,  have  also  to 
prepare  the  materials.     The  hunter  conceives  that 
he  has  done  his  duty  in  killing  the  animals,  whose 
skins  are  to  be  dressed,  and  therefore  does  not 
offer  the  slightest  assistance  in    preparing  them. 
Whenever  his  boots  or  dress  become  wet,  the  wife 
scrapes  the  water  from  them,  rubs  and  supples  the 
leather,  and  dries  them  over  the  lamp.     Should  the 
boots,  shoes,  or  gloves  of  parchment  seal  skin  become 
stiff  by  being  laid  aside  for  a  time,  they  are  then 
chewed  until  soft  by  the  women  and  girls.     In  pre- 
paring skins,  great  part  of  the  fat  and  oil  is  first 
sucked  from  them,  they  are  then  repeatedly  scraped 
and  rubbed  between  the  hands,  and  in  summer  are 
stretched  by  p^  on  the  ground :  in  winter  they  are 
laced  over  a  hoop,  and  exposed  to  the  heat  of  the 
lamps.     When  deer  skins  are  prepared  so  as  to  re- 
semble shamoy  leather,  the  only  preparation,  after 
the  usual  scraping  and  drying,  is  by  chewing,  rubbing 
between  the  hands,  and  ultimately  scrubbing  with 
sand  and  urine:   while  damp,  a  second  scraping  is 
given,  and  on  drying,  the  skin  assumes  a  beautiful 
appearance. 

The  women  prepare  bird  skins  also  by  sucking  and 
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drying  i  they  make  whalebone  pots,  ivory  omamentSy 
gear  for  bows,  fishing  lines,  harness  for  dogs,  ftc.  he. 
They  also  have  an  ingenious  method  of  making  lamps 
and  cooking-pots  of  flat  slabs  of  stone,  which  they 
cement  *  together  by  a  composition  of  seals'  blood 
applied  warm,  the  vessel  being  held  at  the  same  time 
over  the  flame  of  a  lamp,  which  dries  the  plaster  to 
the  hardness  of  a  stone.  Were  I  to  attempt  enume- 
rating all  the  instances  of  ingenuity  in  these  women, 
I  should  fail  to  express  them  properly,  and  shall 
therefore  borrow  the  words  of  the  accurate  Crantz, 
who  says,  vol.  i.  p.  154,  "  The  women  perform  the 
offices  of  butchers,  cooks,  tanners,  sempstresses,  tailors^ 
and  shoe-makers,  furnished  only  with  a  crooked  knife, 
in  the  shape  of  a  crescent,  several  lai^e  and  small 
needles,  a  thimble  (of  leather),  and  their  own  teeth, 
with  which  they  stretch  the  leather  in  tanning  and 
currying." 

Canoes^  sledges,  weapons. — I  have  already  given 
a  description  of  the  oo-miak,  or  women's  boat,  of  the 
Eskimaux  of  Hudson's  Strait,  anticipating  that  such 
vessels  might  not  be  used  by  the  natives  to  the  north- 
westward. My  conjectures  on  this  point  proved  well* 
founded,  this  tribe  having  no  other  boats  than  the 
kayak.  The  man's  boat  differs  but  little  from  those 
we  saw  at  the  Savage  Islands,  and  the  variety  only 
consists  in  having  a  longer  peak  to  the  stem,  and 
one  at  the  stern,  which  turns  a  little  upwards.     The 

•  This  cement  is  composed  of  seals*  bloody  of  whitish  clay,  and 
of  dogs*  hair.  The  natives  fancy  that  the  hair  of  a  female  dog 
would  spoil  the  composition,  and  prevent  it  sticking. 
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rim  round  the  hole  in  which  the  rower  sits  is  also 
rather  different,  having  the  front  part  something 
higher  than  the  back;  whereas  the  first  canoes  we 
saw  had  all  their  rims  of  an  equal  height,  and  were 
round  like  hoops.  This  part  was  edged  very  neatly 
with  ivory,  but  at  Igloolik  there  was  no  such  or- 
nament. 

The  peculiar  shape  of  the  canoes  may  be  conceived 
from  the  above  account ;  but  the  dimensions  of  one 
may  serve  as  a  description  of  all  the  rest  *.     It  may 

*  LENGTH.  Ft.      In. 

Body  19    0 

Stem  projection  3    2 

Stern  projection  S  10 

Total  .        25    O 

Abaft  the  hole  8    0 

Before  it  9    7 

HBIOHT. 

Rim  in  front  0  10 

Rim  behind 0    1^ 

Breadth  at  centre 19 

Depth  at  the  same  place        .        .        .        «        .  0  10 

Circumference  of  rim 5     1 

A  flat  piece  of  wood  runs  along  each  side  of  the  frame,  and  is 
in  fact  the  only  piece  of  any  strength  in  the  kayak.  Its  depth 
in  the  centre  is  four  or  five  inches,  and  its  thickness  about 
three  fourths  of  an  indi :  it  tapers  to  a  point  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  stem  and  stem  projections.  Sixty-four  ribs  are 
Hastened  to  this  gunwale  piece :  seven  slight  rods  nm  the  whole 
length  of  the  bottom  and  outside  the  ribs.  The  bottom  is 
rounded*  and  has  no  keel :  twenty-two  little  beams,  or  cross 
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be  that  flome  diffisr  in  lengthy  but  in  width  or  f4Nrm 
thejr  are  the  same.  The  head  and  stem,  if  thejr  tuy 
be  80  called,  kre  equally  aharpy  and  the  whole  bodjr 
of  the  vessd  hat  been  very  justly  compared  in  shape 
with  a  weaver's  diuttle.  Theribs,  of  which  there  are 
sixty  or  serenty,  are  made  of  ground  willow,  smaH 
bones,  whalebone,  or  if  it  can  be  procured,  of  good 
grained  wood.  The  whole  contriTsnce  does  not  weigh 
dboTO  50  or  60  lbs*,  so  that  a  man  easily  carries  Vk 
kayak  on  his  head^  which,  by  the  fenn  of  the  rini^  he 
can  do  without  the  assistance  of  his  hands. 

An  Eskimaux  prides  himself  in  the  neat  appear- 
ance of  his  boat,  and  has  a  warm  skin  placed  in  its 
bottom  to  sit  on.  His  posture  is  with  the  lep 
pointed  forward,  and  he  cannot  change  his  position 
unless  with  the  assistance  of  another  person :  in  all 
cases  where  a  weight  is  to  be  lifted,  an  alteration 
of  stowage,  or  any  movement  to  be  made,  it  if  cua- 
tomary  for  two  kayaks  to  lie  together ;  and  the  pad- 
dle of  each  being  placed  across  the  other,  they  form 
a  steady  double  boat.  These  Eskimaux  have  not 
the  art  of  turning  their  boat  over,  and  recovering 
themselves  by  a  skilful  management  of  the  paddle^ 

pieces,  keep  the  iVame  on  a  stretch  above;  and  one  strong 
batten  runs  along  die  centre,  from  stem  to  stem,  bemg  of  coonc 
discontinued  at  tlie  seat  part. 

The  paddle  is  double  bladed,  nine  feet  three  inches  in  length, 
small  at  the  grasp,  and  widening  to  four  inches  at  the  blades, 
which  are  thin,  and  edged  with  ivory  for  strength  as  weH  ai 
ornament. 
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under  fi^ter^  like  the  Greenlandenu  An  inflated 
sedi's  bladder  forms,  invarittbly,  part  of  the  equipage 
of  a  Ganoe,  and  the  weqiona  ai»  confined  in  their 
j^aces  by  sinall  lines  of  whaksbone^  stretched  tightl]^ 
aoross  the  upper  ooTering,  so  as  to  receive  the  pmnta 
or  handles  of  Ake  spears  beneatii  them.  Mesh  it 
frequently  stoiired  within  the  stem  or  stem,  as  are 
also  biids  and  eggs ;  but  a  seal,  although  round,  and 
ea^y  made  to  roU,  is  so  neatly  balanced  on  the 
upfior  part  of  the  boat  as  sddem  to  require  a  laA- 
ing.  When  the  Eskimaux  are  not  paddling,  their 
balance  must  be  nicely  preserved,  and  a  traiil^]^ 
motion  iis  always  observable  in  the  boat. 

The  most  difficult  position  for  managing  a  kayii^ 
is  when  going  before,  the  wind,  and  with  a  litdi 
swell  running.  Any  inattention  would  instantly,  by 
exposing  the  broadside,  overturn  this  frail  vessd^ 
The  dexterity  with  which  they  are  turned,  the  velo- 
city of  their  way,  and  the  extreme  elegance  of  form 
of  the  kayaks,  renders  an  Eskimaux  an  object  of  die 
bigheirt  interest  when  sitting  indqmidently,  and 
urging  his  course  towards  his  prey. 

The  next  object  of  importance  to  the  boat  is  thef 
sledge,  which  finds  occupation  during  at  least  three-^ 
fourths  x)f  the  year.  A  man  who  possesses  both  tfaitf 
and  a  canoe  is  considered  a  person  of  property.  To 
give  a  particular  description  of  the  sledge  would  be 
impossible,  as  ttere  are  no  two  actually  alike ;  an4 
the  materials  of  which  they  are  composed  are  as 
various  as  their  form.     The  best  are  made  of  th# 

Y  2 


SSM  8LEDOK8. 

jaw4iODes  of  the  whale,  sawed  to  about  two  inches  in 
thickness,  and  in  depth  from  six  inches  to  a  foot. 
These  are  the  runners,  and  are  shod  with  a  thin 
j^ank  of  the  same  material :  the  side  pieces  are 
connected  by  means  of  bones,  pieces  of  wood,  or 
deer^s  horns,  hshed  acroiBs  with  a  few  inches  ^ace 
between  each,  and  they  yidd  to  any  great  strain 
which  the  sledge  may  receire*  The  general  breadth 
of  the  upper  part  of  the  sledge  is  about  twenty  inches, 
bat  the  runners  lean  inwards,  and  therefore  at  bottom 
it  is  rather  greater.  The  length  of  bone  sledges  is 
from  four  feet  to  fourteen.  The  weight  is  neces* 
sarily  great ;  and  one  of  moderate  size,  that  is  to  say, 
'  about  ten  or  twelve  feet,  was  found  to  be  217lbs.  Th^ 
skin  of  the  walnis  is  very  commonly  used  during  the 
oddest  part  of  the  winter,  as  being  hard  frosen,  and  re- 
sembling an  inch  board,  with  ten  times  the  strength, 
for  runners.  Another  ingenious  contrivance  is,  by 
casing  moss  and  earth  in  seal's  skin,  so  that  by  pouring 
a  little  water,  a  round  hard  bolster  is  easily  formed. 
Across  all  these  kinds  of  runners  there  is  the  same 
arrangement  of  bones,  sticks,  &c.  on  the  upper  part } 
and  the  surface  which  passes  over  the  snow  is  coated 
with  ice,  by  mixing  snow  with  fresh  watery  .which 
assists  greatly  in  lightening  the  load  for  the  dogs,  as 
it  slides  forwards  with  ease.  We  sometimes  saw  a 
person  who  had  but  one  or  two  dogs,  driving  in  a 
little  tray  Diade  of  a  rough  piece  of  walrus  hide,  or  a 
flat  slab  of  ice,  hollowed  like  a  bowL  Boys  fre> 
^ueutly  amuse  themselves  by  yoking  several  dogs  tp 
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a  small  piece  of  seal's  skin,  and  sitting  on  it,  holding 
by  the  traces.  Their  plan  is  then  to  set  ofF  at  full 
speed  ;  and  he  who  bears  the  greatest  number  of 
bumps  before  he  relinquishes  his  hold,  is  considered 
a  very  fine  fellow. 

Spears, — There  are  various  kinds  of  spears,  but 
their  difference  is  chiefly  in  consequence  of  the  sub' 
stances  of  which  they  are  composed,  and  not  in  their 
general  form.  A  want  of  proper  materials  has  been 
the  means  of  restricting  the  northern  tribes  to  few 
varieties ;  but  I  shall  describe  those  we  procured  in 
Hudson's  Strait  collectively  with  others  obtained  at 
Igloolik.  The  principal  spears  are  four  in  number, 
and  are  as  follows : 

Ka^tS-leek,  which  is  a  large  and  strong-handled 
spear,  with  an  ivory  point  for  despatching  any 
wounded  animal  in  the  water.  It  is  never  thrown, 
but  has  a  place  appropriated  for  it  on  the  kayak,  and 
is  seldom  seen  amongst  the  northern  tribes. 

Akliak,  or  oonak.  A  lighter  kind  than  the  former  \ 
also  ivory  headed.  It  has  a  bladder  fastened  to  it, 
and  has  a  loose  head  with  a  line  attached ;  this 
being  darted  into  an  animal,  is  instantly  liberated 
from  the  handle  which  gives  the  impetus.  Some  few 
of  these  weapons  were  constructed  of  the  solid  ivory 
of  the  unicorn's  horn,  about  four  feet  in  length,  and 
remarkably  well  rounded  and  polished.  These  %eitf 
seen  at  Igloolik  only ;  ivory  being  more  easily  at-^ 
tainable  than  wood,  or  bone  of  the  whale's  ribs,  which 
is  also  used. 
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.  Ip«pod4do-y6o,  is  another  kind  (rf*  luuid-speart 
varying  but  little  from  the  on^  lait  dMcribed.  It 
liasy  however,  no  af^pendagefl. 

Noogh-wit.  This  is  of  two  kmdBp  but  both  are 
used  for  striking  birds,  young  animals,  or  fish.  The 
first  has  a  double  fork  at  the  extremity,  and  there  are 
three  other  barbed  ones  at  about  half  its  length, 
4iveiging  in  difierent  directions,  so  Chat  if  the  end 
pair  should  miss,  some  of  the  centre  ones  might 
strike*  The  second  kind  has  only  three  barbed  forks 
i|t  the  head.  All  the  points  ane  of  ivory,  and  the 
natural  curve  of  the  walrus  tusk  fiivours  and  fiunfi- 
tates  their  construction. 

The  whole  of  the  above  weapons  are  desoribed^  by 
Cranti  imder  the  same  namesi  mi  being  used  by  the 
Greenliiiiders.  There  is,  however,  an  instrument  of 
which  I  believe  he  gives  no  account,  as  probably  it 
does  not  exist  there.  It  is  a  kind  of  nippers  called 
kak-k%-way,  which  are  used  in  taking  salmon,  and 
even  smaller  fish.  When  sealing  on  the  ice,  ^are 
khiat-kos  and  lines  are  taken,  and  thepanna  and  oonak 
arts  the  only  we^ons.  The  others  are  merely  carried 
on  the  kayak.  A  large  inflated  seal- s  skin  or  bladder 
i^  used,  with  a  kbiat-ko  attached  to  it,  in  wearying  a 
whale,  unicom>  or  walrus,  and  is  called  awataak. 

Amongst  the  minor  instruments  of  the  ioe«hanting 
are  a  long  bone  feeler  for  plumbing  any  cracks 
through  which  seals  are  suspected  of  breathing,  «ad 
^^  for  trying  the  safety  of  the  road.  Another  cm* 
trivance  is  occasionally  used  with  the  same  eflbet  as 
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the  float  of  a  fishbg  line.  Its  puqM)Be  is  to  wam 
the  hunter  who  is  watching  a  aeal  hole,  when  tlie 
animal  rises  to  the  surface,  so  that  he  may  strike 
Without  seeing,  or  being  seen  by  his  prey.  This  is 
a  most  delicate  little  rod  of  bone  or  ivory,  of  about  a 
foot  in  length,  and  the  thickness  of  a  fine  knitting- 
needle.  At  the  lower  end  is  a  small  knob  like  a  pia's 
head,  and  the  uj^r  eiLtremity  haa  a  fine  piece  of  sinew 
tied  to  it,  so  as  to  fasten  it  loosely  to  the  side  of  the 
hole.  The  animal  on  rising  does  not  peroeive  so 
small  an  object  hanging  in  the  water,  and  pushea  it  up 
with  his  nose,  when  the  watchfid  Eskimaux  obaenring 
his  little  beacon  in  motion,  strikes  down,  and  secures 
bis  prise. 

Small  ivory  pegs  or  pins  are  used  to  stop  the  holes 
made  by  the  spears  in  the  animal's  body  i  thus  the 
blood,  a  great  luxury  to  the  natives,  is  saved. 

JBow  and  arrows^ — The  same  want  of  wood  which 
jc^nderp  it  neeeM«ry  to  find  substitutes  in  the  con- 
struction of  spears,  also  occasions  the  great  variety  of 
bows.  Ilie  horn  of  the  musk  Wf  thinned  horns  of 
4e^,  or  other  bony  substances,  are  a»  frequently  used 
or  met  wid^,  as  wood  in  the  maNvfiif^twre  of  these 
weapons,  in  which  elasticity  is  a  very  seeondary  con- 
sideration. Three  or  four  pieces  of  bom  or  wood  are 
frequently  joined  together  in  one  bow,.-~the  sti»ngth 
lying  alcme  in  a  vast  collection  of  snaaU  plaited  sinews ; 
ikemf  to  the  number  of  perhaps  a  hundred,  mm 
down  the  back  of  ^he  bow,  and  being  quite  tight,  and 
having  the  spring  of  oai^ut,  cause  the  weapon,  wtken 
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unBtrung  to  turn  the  wrong  way :  when  bent,  their 
united  strength  and  ebsticity  are  amazing.  The 
bow-«tring  is  of  fifteen  or  twenty  plaits,  each  loose 
from  the  other,  but  twisted  round  when  in  use,  so 
that  a  few  additional  turns  will  at  any  time  alter  its 
length.  The  general  length  of  the  bows  is  about 
three  feet  and  a  half. 

The  arrows  are  short,  lights  and  formed  according 
to  no  general  rule  as  to  length  and  thickness.  A  good 
one  has  half  the  shaft  of  bone,  and  a  head  of  hard 
slate,  or  a  small  piece  of  iron ;  others  have  sharpy 
pointed  bone  heads :  none  are  barbed.  Two  feathers 
are  used  for  the  end,  and  are  tied  opposite  each  other 
with  the  flat  sides  parallel.  A  neatly  formed  case 
contains  the  bow  and  a  few  arrows ;  scales  skin  is 
preferred  for  this  purpose,  as  more  eflfectually  resist^ 
ing  the  wet  than  any  other.  .  A  little  bag,  which  is 
attached  to  the  side,  contains  a  stone  for  sharpening, 
and  some  spare  arrow-heads  carefully  wrapped  up  in 
apiece  of  skin. 

The  bow  is  held  in  a  horizontal  position,  and 
though  capable  of  great  force,  is  rarely  used  at  a 
greater  distance  than  from  twelve  to  twenty  yards.   ' 

Tlie  peculiar  term  by  which  ,the  search  for  sea- 
animals  is  distinguished,  is  ma-o^-pok;  but  the 
severity  of  the  climate  prevented  our  people  from 
seeing  any  regular  chase  i  and  as  we  could  only  judge 
from  report,  and  from  the  expressive  pantomimic  de- 
scription of  the  natives,  I  cannot  pretend  to  oSer  any 
connected  account  on  this  subject. 
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Where  the  ice  is  of  sufficient  strength  to  bear  a 
particular  form,  the  breathing-places  of  seals  bear 
great  resemblance  to  mole-hills,  and  have  a  small  crack 
in  the  upper  part.  By  this  kind  of  mound  the  hunter 
stands,  and  listens  until  he  hears  the  animal  breathing, 
which  assures  him  that  the  place  is  tenanted,  and 
his  operations  commence  accordingly.  On  strtkiiig,' 
the  iirst  care  is  to  catch  the  line  behind  one  1^, 
so  as  to  act  as  a  strong  check ;  and  for  farther 
security,  a  hitch  is  also  taken  round  the  ring  finger, 
which  sometimes  is  terribly  lacerated^  and  even  torn 
off  by  the  struggles  of  a  large  animal.  The  spear 
being  at  liberty,  is  now  used  to  stab  the  seal  until 
it  dies,  and  the  hole  being  enlarged,  it  is  drawn  out 
on  the  ice.  The  carcass  speedily  freezes,  and  is  then- 
fit  to  be  drawn  home  to  the  huts.  The  walrus  is- 
occasionally  taken  in  the  same  manner ;  but  it  is  only 
when  he  has  no  open  water  to  range  in,  that  he  is 
found  under  young  ice.  The  general  manner  of 
striking  him  is  when  he  rises  amongst  loose  heavy 
pieces  of  ice,  which  are  moving  under  the  influence  of 
wind  or  tide.  If  two  or  three  men  are  tc^ether,  the 
operation  is  comparatively  easy ;  but  we  have  many 
accounts  of  unfortunate  persons  who  have  been  drawn 
under  the  ice  and  drowned,  owing  to  insecure 
footing,  or  an  entangled  line.  The  animals  caught 
amongst  the  young  or  moving  ice,  -  and  in  those 
places  where  particularly  fitvouraUe  or  the  contrary, 
are  three:  the  walrus,  trichicus  rosmarus  of  Lin- 
nsus,  or  ay-wek  of  the  Eskimaux.     Liarge  bearded 
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aod,  p.  barlsto  of  laiuiflnis*  or  o&-ghioo  of  the  Es- 
kiinaiiz.  Small  setl,  p.  ntdlina  of  Iiiiii£ut»  or  nSt- 
jik  (rf'the  Rih'inti«. 

One  Biethod  of  IdUiiig  these  aniaaak  in  the  sum- 
mer is  ingenious.  When  the  huntera^  in  their 
canoest  perceive  a  large  herd  sleeping  on  the  float- 
ing ieet  as  is  dieir  custom*  they  paddle  to  some 
other  piece  near  them,  which  is  small  enouth  to  be 
moved.  On  this  thej  lift  their  canoes,  and  thai 
bore  several  holes,  through  which  they  fiisten  their 
tough  lines,  and  when  every  thing  is  ready,  they 
silently  paddle  their  hummock  towards  their  prey, 
eaoh  man  sitting  by  his  own  line  and  spear.  In  this 
numner  they  reach  the  ice  on  which  the  wsLruies  ace 
lying  snoring;  and  if  they  i^eaae,  each  manVnay 
sfirikn  an  animal*  though  in  general  two  persons 
attack  the  same  beaat.  The  wounded  and  atartled 
walnis  rolls  instantly  to  the  water,  but  the  ahalko^ 
or  harpoon,  being  well  fixed,  he  cannot  escape  £mn 
the  hummock  on  which  the  Eskimaux  have  fastened 
the  line.  When  the  animal  becomes  a  jlittle  weary, 
the  hunter  launches  his  canoe^  and  lying  out  of  his 
reach,  qpears  him  to  death. 

The  o<^hioo  rises  occasionally  in  holes  at  no 
great  distance  from  the  edge  of  the  field,  but 
the  netyek  is  found  many  miles  from  any  open 
water.  The  latter,  therefore,  is  the  principal  and 
only  certain  support  during  the  greater  portion  of 
the  severe  winter,  and  it  makes  a  perfectly  ciroular 
hole,  by  which  it  rises  to  breathe,  even  through  ioe 
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amny  feet  in  thickoess.     This  (^ening  it  keeps  oon- 
tmually  cleared,  of  a  sufficient  size  ibr  tbe  admission 
of  its  body,  allowing  the  top  alone  to  frei»e  partially 
over.     It  is  thus  easily  disoovttred  hj  the  Edimanx, 
an  inhabited  hole  being  always  distingiiished  by  its 
perfect  form*    The  process  in  taking  seals  in  these 
situations  is  rather  different  from  die  way  of  killing 
them  in  the  young  i^e  i  and  I  have  seen  ^hat  I  beliew 
is  a  general  custom,  practised  in  two  instances.    A 
small  wall  of  slabs  of  snow  being  raised  near  die  hole, 
the  hunter  sits  within  it,  having  previously  enlaiged 
the  sealrhole,  when  the  animal  raises  its  head'juid 
shoulders  out  of  water,  witJiout  fear.    This  he  repeats 
<mce  or  twice  with  inareased  confidence,  and  bdng 
in  no  baste  to  dive  again,  tbe  hunter  rises  mddenly, 
and  throws  his  spear  into  him.    A  aeeond  way  ia  by 
covering  the  seal  hole  over  with  snow,  atnd  thxm 
putting  the  end  of  the  spear  through  it,  to  nake 
an  opening  about  as  large  as  the  neck  of  a  botde. 
The  spear  is  dien  withdrawn.    The  hunter  nean<* 
while  having  a  wall  to  dielter  him  from  the  wind, 
sits  quietly  on  a  snow  bench  near  the  hole,  snd  htLvmg 
his  weapons  ready,  listens  attentively  until  he  hears 
the  seal  breathkig  bmeath  the  anow^    He  then  rises 
without  n(Hse,  and  wiA  aU  his  force  atrflceif  through 
the  light  snow,  generally  with  sudBess.    Tins  is  tiie 
plan  during  the  severe  and  dark  part;  of  the  wvnfter  j 
and  4  poor  fi^low  will  sometimes  sit  ten  or  twelve 
hours  in  this  manner,  at  a  temperature  of  SO  or  40 
degrees  below  sero,  without  even  hearing  a  seal. 
It  would  be  needless  for  me  to  attempt  any  de- 
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scription  of  the  Polar  beiar.  An  Eskimaux,  with 
three  or  four  dogs,  will  instantly  attack  one  of  these 
animals  without  thinking  of  any  thing  but  the  cap- 
ture of  a  delicate  meal,  and  a  good  skin  for  cloth- 
ing; The  dogs  no  sooner  see  the  unwieldy  bear, 
than  giving  tongue,  they  chase  and  keep  him  at 
bay  until  their  master  comes  up,  who  throws  the 
khiatko  into  him,  if  he  finds  a  piece  of  ice  around 
which  he  can  secure  the  line,  or  otherwise  darts  the 
spear  alone  behiiid  the  shoulder.  He  then  trusts 
entirely  to  his  own  activity  and  the  spirit  of  his 
dogs,  and  leaping  from  side  to  side,'  avoids  the  fu- 
rious springs  of  the  wounded  animal.  If  the  spear 
drAps  from  the  wound,  it  is  again  thrown,  and  with 
better  eflfect;  but  if  it  holds,  the  dogs  attack  the 
ariimal*s  l^s,  and  the  man  rushes  on  with  his  panna, 
and  despatches  his  enemy. 

The  females  which  have  their  yoiing  cubs  with 
them,  are  far  more  to  be  dreaded  than  the  males, 
though  not  much  more  than  half  their  size.  An 
Eskimaux  will,  however,  attack  the  mother  first,  and 
afterwards  kill  the  two  cubs,  even  when  nearly  as 
large  as  their  dam. 

Dogs. — These  useful  creatures  being  indispensable 
attendants  oh  the  Eskimaux,  drawing  home  whatever 
captures  are  made,  as  well  as  frequently  carrying 
their  masters  to  the  chase,  I  know  of  no  more  proper 
place  to  introduce  them,  than  as  a  part  of  the  hunting 
establishment.  Having  myself  possessed,  during  our 
second  winter,  a  team  of  eleven  very  fine  animals, 
I  was  enabled  to  become  better  acquainted  with  their 
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good  qualities  than  could  possibly  have  been  the  case 
by  the  casual  visits  of  Eskimaux  to  the  ships. 

The  form  of  the  Eskimaux  dog  is  very  similar  to 
thftt  of  our  shepherds'  dogs  in  England,  but  he  is 
more  muscular  and  broad  chested/ owing  to  the  con- 
stant and  severe  work  to  which  he  is  brought  up.  His 
ears  are  pointed,  and  the  aspect  of  the  head  is  some- 
what savage.  In  size  a  fine  dog  is  about  the  height  of 
the  Newfoundland  breed,  but  broad  like  a  mastiff  in 
every  part,  except  the  nose.  The  hair  of  the  coat  is 
in  summer,  as  well  as  in  winter,  very  long,  but  during 
the  cold  season,  a  soft;  downy  under  covering  is  foundt 
which  does  not  appear  in  warm  weather.  Young  dogs 
are.  put  into  harness  as  soon  as  they  can  walk,  and 
being  tied  up,  soon  acquire  a  habit  of  pulling,  in  their 
attempts  to  recover  their  liberty,  or  to  roam  in  quest 
of  their  mothers.  When  about  two  months  old, 
they  are  put  into  the  sledge  with  the  grown  dogs, 
and  sometimes  eight  or  ten  little  ones  are  under  the 
charge  of  some  steady  old  animal,  where  with  fre- 
quent, and  sometimes  cruel  beatings,  they  soon  re- 
ceive a  competent  education.  Every  dog  is  distin- 
guished by  a  particular  name,  and  the  angry  repetition 
of  it  has  an  effect  as  instantaneous  as  an  application 
of  the  whip,  which  instrument  is  of  an  immense 
length,  having  a  lash  of  from  eighteen  to  twenty-four 
feet,  while  the  handle  is  of  one  foot  only.  With 
this,  by  throwing  it  on  one  side  or  the  other  of  the 
leader,  and  repeating  certain  words,  the  animals  ai*e 
guided  or  stopped.     W5h-ayS,  a-yS,  whooa,  to  the 
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r%hL  A^vdia,  a*wlia,  i^hut,  to  Um  bft.  A-loSk, 
turn,  and  ir£oii»  stop.  When  the  dedge  iastopp6d» 
they  aie  all  taught  to  lie  down,  by  throwing  the  whip 
gently  oreir  dieir  backs,  and  they  will  remain  in  this 
position  eren  for  hours,  until  their  master  returns  to 
tbflm. 

Such  of  the  natives  as  have  not  a  sufibdent  number 
of  dogs  to  draw  a  sledge  are  followed  to  the  Maookr 
pok  by  all  which  belong  to  them.  A  walrus  is  fire- 
quently  drawn  along  by  three  or  four  of  them,  and 
seab  are  sometimes  carried  home  in  the  same  manner, 
thou|^  I  have,  in  some  instances,  seen  a  dog  bring 
home  the  greater  part  of  a  seal  in  panniers  placed 
across  his  back.  This  mode  of  conveyance  is  often 
used  in  the  summer,  and  the  dogs  also  carry  dkins  or 
fumituxe  overland  to  the  sledges,  when  their  masten 
are  going  on  any  expedition. 

It  might  be  supposed,  that  in  so  cold  a  climate 
these  animals  had  peculiar  periods  of  gestation,  like  the 
wild  creatures ;  but  on  the  contrary,  they  bear  young 
at  every  season  of  the  year,  and  seldom  exceed  five 
at  a  litter.  In  December,  with  the  thermometer 
40^  below  zero,  the  females  were,  >' in  several  in* 
stances,  in  heat.  Cold  has  very  little  effect  on  these 
animals,  for  although  the  dogs  at  the  huts  slept 
within  the  snow  passages,  mine  at  the  ships  had  no 
shelter,  but  lay  alongside,  with  the  thermometer  at 
42^  and  44^  and  with  as  little  concern  as  if  the 
weather  had  been  mild. 

I  found,  by  several  experiments,  that  three  of  nqr 
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dogs  could  draw  toe  on  a  sledge^  weiglm^  100  lbs. ; 
at  the  rate  of  one  mile  in  six  minutes  ^  and  ad  a 
proof  of  the  strength  of  a  wdL-grown  di^,  ny  leadsr 
drew  196  lbs«  aingly»  and  to  the  nme  dtitance  m 
eight  minutes  **  Whoever  has  had  the  patience  to 
read  this  account,  will  laugh  at  my  introdooii^  my 
team  so  frequently  in  a  professed  account  of  Eski- 
maux  dogs  generally ;  but  I  can  only  offer,  as  my 
excuse,  the  merits  of  my  poor  animals,  with  which  I 
have  often,  with  one  or  two  persons  besides  my«df, 
on  the  sledge^  retumed  home  from  the  Fuiy,  a  di* 
stance  of  near  a  mile,  in  pitchy  darkness,  and  amidst 
clouds  of  snow  drift,  entirdy  under  the  care  of  those 
trusty  servants,  who,  with  their  noses  down  to  the 
snow,  have  galloped  on  board  entirely  directed  by 
their  sense  of  smelling.  Had  they  erred,  or  been  at 
all  restive,  no  human  means  oeuld  have  brought  us 
on  board  until  the  return  of  clear  wearier. 

Land  animals^  and  kow  procured.-^l  shall  first 
enumerate  such  creatures  aa  are  procured  by  the  bow, 
and  amongst  these  dull  include  birds  of  diflfercnt 
species* 

*  At  another  time,  seTen  of  my  dogs  ran  a  mile  in  four  miiMites 
thirty  seconds^  drawing  a  heavy  sledge  fiitf  ef  m^i.  I  ftefipeA 
to  time  them ;  but  had  I  ridden  they  would  have  gene  eqvaBy 
^sist :  in  fact^  I  afterwards  found  that  ten  dogs  took  fire  minutes 
to  go  over  the  same  space.  Afterwards^  iQ  carrying  stores  to  the 
Fury^  one  mile  distant,  nine  dogs  drew  1611  lbs.  in  the  sptuoe  ef 
nine  minutes !  My  sledge  was  on  woeden  runners,  neither  riiod 
nor  iced^  had  they  bsen  the  hitter,  at  leaal  40  Ibsw  aiiglit  ha«« 
been  added  for  every  deg. 
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Of  the  form  of  the  reindeer  it  is  unnecessary  for 
me  to  attempt  a  particular  description.  He  visits 
the  polar  regions  at  the  latter  end  of  May  or  the 
early  part  of  June,  and  remains  until  late  in  Sep- 
tember. On  his  first  arrival  he  is  thin,  and  his  flesh 
is  tasteless,  but  the  short  summer  is  sufficient  to  fatten 
him  to  two  or  three  inches  on  the  haunches.  When 
feeding  on  level  ground,  an  Eskimaux  makes  no  at- 
tempt to  approiEich  him,  but  should  a  few  rocks  be 
near,  the  wary  hunter  feels  secure  of  his  prey.  Be- 
hind one  of  these  he  cautiously  creeps,  and  having 
laid  himself  very  dose,  with  his  bow  and  arrow  be- 
fore him,  imitates  the  bellow  of  the  deer  wheli  call- 
ing to  each  other.  Sometimes,  for  more  complete 
deception,  the  hunter  wears  his  deer-skin  coat  and 
hood  so  drawn  over  his  head,  as  to  resemble,  in  a 
great  measure,  the  unsuspecting  animals  he  is  en- 
ticing. Though  the  bellow  proves  a  consideraUe  at- 
traction, yet  if  a  man  has  great  patience,  he  may  do 
without  it,  and  may  be  equally  certain  that  his  prey 
will  ultimately  come  to  examine  him ;  the  rein-deer 
being  an  inquisitive  animal,  and  at  the  same  time  so 
silly,  that  if  he  sees  any  suspicious  object  which  is 
not  actually  chasing  him,  he  will  gradually,  and  after 
many  caperings  and  forming  repeated  circles,  ap- 
proach nearer  and  nearer  to  it.  The  Eskimaux 
rarely  shoot  until  the  creature  is  within  twelve  paces, 
and  I  have  frequently  been  told  of  their  being  killed 
at  a  much  shorter  distance.  It  is  to  be  observed, 
that  the  hunters  never  ^appear  openly,  but  employ 
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stratagem  for  their  purpose ;  thus  by  patience  and 
ingenuity  rendering  their  rudely  formed  bows,  and 
still  worse  arrows,  as  effective  as  the  rifles  of  Eu- 
ropeans.     When  two  men  hunt  in  company,  they 
sometimes  purposely  show  themselves  to  the  deer, 
and  when  his  attention  is  fully  engaged,  walk  slowly 
away  from  him,  one  before  the  other. .    The  deer 
follows,  and  when  the  hunters  arrive  near  a  stone, 
the  foremost  drops  behind  it  and  prepares  his  bow, 
while  his  companion  continues  walking  steadily  for- 
ward.    This  latter  the  deer  still  follows  unsuspect- 
ingly, and  thus  passes  near  the  concealed  man,  who 
takes  a  deliberate  aim,  and  kills  the  animal.     When 
the  deer  assemble  in  herds,  there  are  particular  passes 
which  they  invariably  take,  and  on  being  driven  to 
them  are  killed  with  arrows  by  the  men,  while  the 
women,  with  shouts,  drive  them  to  the  water.    Here 
they  swim  with  the  ease  and  activity  of  water-dogs  ; 
the  people  in  kayaks  chasing  and  easily  spearing  them : 
the  carcasses  float,  and  the  hunter  then  presses  for- 
ward and  kills  as  many  as  he  finds  in  his  track.     No 
springes,  or  traps,  are  used  in  the  capture  of  these 
animals,  as  is  practised  to  the  southward,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  total  absence  of  standing  wood.    Musk- 
oxen  are  killed  in  the  same  manner  as  deer  ^  and 
with  both  it  is  requisite,  on  account  of  their  quick 
scent,  to  make  advances  against  the  wind,  or,  to  use 
a  sea  phrase,  to  have  them  in  the  "  wind's  eye.'* 
Hares  are  also  killed  with  arrows,  and  being  q&iet 
animals,  are  easily  caught  sitting,  by  those  who  know 
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their  haunts.  Grouse  being  in  htge  coveys,  present 
an  extensive  mark  for  the  hunter ;  and  as  they  are 
stupid,  and  not  easily  persuaded  to  fly,  will  see  the 
arrow  fall  amongst  them  with  the  greatest  uncon- 
cern. The  shooter  walks  to  pick  it  up,  and  they  re- 
move a  few  paces  only  before  him,  so  that  he  has  re- 
peated shots.  Swans,  geese,  ducks,  and  other  birds, 
if  lying  in  the  hunter's  path,  are  killed  by  the  same 
weapon ;  but  they  are  so  much  more  easily  obtained 
by  other  means,  that  he  never  moves  out  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  shooting  them.  Opinions  vary  ccm- 
siderably  respecting  the  skill  which  the  Eskimaux 
display  in  archery  ;  but  I  atn  of  that  party  which  con- 
demns them  as  very  indifferent  marksmen. 

Ducks  and  divers  of  all  descriptionis,  which  fre- 
quent lakes,  are  caught  by  whalebone  nooses,  which 
being  fastened  in  great  numbers  to  a  long  line,  and 
stretched  between  stones,  placed  at  intervals  across 
shallow  lakes,  easily  catch  the  birds  while  diving  for 
their  prey,  or  more  frequently,  from  being  alarmed 
by  women  and  children  stationed  for  the  purpose. 
The  noose  hangs  below  the  water,  but  no  sooner 
closes  on  a  bird  than  the  captive  rises  to  the  surface, 
where,  when  seen,  some  one  wades  in  and  secures 
him.  Swans  are  caught  by  springes  set  in  their  nest, 
or  near  it,  and  the  whalebone  has  sufficient  strength 
to  hold  the  bird  by  the  foot  until  it  can  be  taken  out. 
The  moulting  season  is  the  great  bird  harvest,  as  a 
few  persons,  wading  in  the  shallow  lakes,  can  soon 
tire  out  and  catch  the  birds  by  hand.     Marmotte» 
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and  ermines,  but  more  especially  the  former,  are 
caught  by  women,  who  suspend  a  noose  over  their 
hole,  and  catch  them  with  great  ease.  Marmotte 
skins  are  frequently  procured,  in  one  summer,  by  a 
single  female,  to  make  herself  a  pair  of  breeches,  in 
which  she  takes  great  pride ;  and  some  even  equip  a 
child  or  two  besides  themselves. 

I  now  come  to  the  traps  used  to  catch  wolves  and 
foxes,  and  which  are  of  two  kinds  in  winter.  TTie 
first  is  made  of  strong  slabs  of  ice,  long  and  narrow, 
so  that  a  fox  can  with  difficulty  turn  himself  in  it,  but 
a  wolf  must  actually  remain  in  the  position  in  which 
he  is  taken.  The  door  is  a  heavy  portcullis  of  ice, 
sliding  in  two  well-secured  grooves  of  the  same  sub- 
stance,  and  is  kept  up  by  a  line,  which,  passing  over 
the  top  of  the  trap,  is  carried  through  a  hole  at  the 
farthest  extremity :  to  the  end  of  the  line  is  fastened 
a  small  hoop  of  whalebone,  and  to  this  any  kind 
of  flesh  bait  is  attached.  From  the  slab  which  ter- 
minates the  trap,  a  projection  of  ice,  or  a  peg  of  wood 
or  bone,  points  inwards  near  the  bottom,  and  under 
this  the  hoop  is  lightly  hooked  :  the  slightest  pull  at 
the  bait  liberates  it,  and  the  door  falls  in  an  instant. 
Foxes  are  sometimes  taken  out  by  hand,  but  a  wolf 
is  speared  as  he  lies  confined.  The  second  kind  of 
trap  is  like  a  small  lime-kiln  in  form,  having  a  hole 
near  the  top,  within  which  the  bait  is  placed,  and 
the  foxes  (for  these  animals  alone  are  thus  taken)  are 
obliged  to  advance  to  it  over  a  piece  of  whalebone, 
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which,  bending  beneath  their  weight,  lets  them  into 
prison,  and  then  resumes  its  former  position  :  thus  a 
great  number  of  them  are  sometimes  caught  in  a 
night.  In  the  summer  they  are  but  rarely  taken, 
and  it  is  then  by  means  of  a  trap  of  stones,  formed 

« 

like  the  ice-trap,  with  a  falling  door. 

Manner  ofjishing. — There  is  less  art  practised  in 
procuring  fish  than  any  other  article  of  Eskimaux 
food.  One  kind  only  is  caught  in  salt  water ;  this 
is  the  sillock,  a  small  dark  fish,  lefl  in  pools  at  certain 
iq[M>ts,  by  the  falling  of  the  tide,  when  it  is  easily 
taken  by  the  children. 

In  fresh  water,  at  the  spawning  season,  salmon  are 
caught  in  great  numbers  at  the  little  rushes  of  water 
which  fall  from  particular  lakes  or  rivulets  into  the 
sea.  The  Eskimaux  wade  up  to  the  middle  in  the 
water,  and  with  the  kak-kS-way,  or  little  nippers, 
continue  striking  down  until  a  fish  is  taken ;  they 
then  throw  their  captive  on  shore,  and  continue 
striking  for  others.  One  man  can  load  a  sledge  with 
them  in  a  day,  but  tlie  season  does  not  last  long,  and 
many  hands  render  the  prey  timid.  The  salmon  we 
saw  were  small  sweet-flavoured  fish,  weighing  about 
6  or  7  lbs.  The  other  very  simple  process  of  taking 
salmon  trout  in  lakes,  is  by  having  a  small  ivory  fish 
attached  to  a  string,  continually  bobbed  in  the  water 
until  some  curious  trout  comes  to  gaze  at  it,  when 
he  is  immediately  struck  by  the  kakkeway.  The 
fishers  are  generally  boys,  and  the  season  is  at  the 
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close  of  the  year,  when  the  newly  formed  ice  will 
safely  bear  their  weight. 

I  have  seen  a  rude  kind  of  fish-hook,  but  whether 
it  is  used  for  taking  fish  with  bait,  or  by  jigging  for 
them,  I  know  not,  although,  from  the  description  of 
the  natives^  I  suspect  the  latter. 

Travellings  and  extent  of  geographical  knowledge. 
— The  propensity  to  ramble  is  one  of  the  remark- 
able characteristics  of  the  Eskimaux,  who,  in  this 
particular,  resemble  the  Arabs  of  the  desert,  prefer- 
ring the  most  desolate  and  inhospitable  countries  to 
those  which  are  clothed  with  wood  and  vegetation. 
It  is  true  that  the  sea  animals  are  found  in  abundance 
in  the  icy  ocean,  yet  there  are  some  stations  which 
have  also  rein-deer,  musk  oxen,  and  birds,  in  addi- 
tion to  these,  but  which  are  rarely  visited,  though  in 
nearly  the  same  parallel  of  latitude.  There  are  no 
regularly  established  settlements  along  an  immense 
extent  of  coast,  at  which  the  Eskimaux  can  be  said 
to  have  a  fixed  habitation ;  but  there  are  three  or 
four  which  are  considered  as  general  mustering 
places,  and  are,  from  year  to  year,  changing  their 
population.  Thus  for  instance,  Igloolik,  in  conse- 
quence of  our  known  intention  of  visiting  it,  proved 
the  most  attractive  wintering  quarter,  and  at  least 
half  the  dwellers  along  the  coast  .hurried  to  assemble 
there.  This  last  place.  Repulse  Bay,  Akoolee  (by 
all  accounts  three  days  west  of  it,  and  on  the  sea 
coast),  and  Noowook,  or  Wager  River,  are  the  prin- 
cipal rendezvous  along  the  N.E.  shores  of  America : 
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and  at  some  one  of  these  there  is  annually  a  gath^- 
iifg  of  the  small  hunting  parties,  who  have  roamed 
about  during  the  summer,  and  who  winter  in  a  body. 
There  are  few  people  who  have  not  seen  each  of  the 
above-named  places;    and  the  importance  assumed 
by  a^  great  Eskimaux  traveller,  is  fully  equal  to  that 
displayed  by  Europeans  who  have  seen  the  worid. 
Nothing  indeed  affords  more  gratification  to  a  man 
newly  arrived,  than  to  ask  him  of  the  places  he  has 
recently  quitted,  unless  it  be  to  inquire  also  of  his 
success  in  hunting  or  fishing,  or  the  abundance  of 
food  he  has  enjoyed  during  the  summer.     In  tra- 
velling, the  Eskimaux  are  entirely  guided  by  well- 
known  points  or  objects  on  the  shore ;  and  llierefbie, 
though  they  know  the  cardinal  points  of  the  com- 
pass, and  are  also  acquainted  with  particular  atars, 
they  have,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  but  little  occasion 
to  depend  on  the  clearness  of  the  heavens,  or  the 
presence  of  the  sun.     The  setting  in  of  winter,  when 
the  ground  is  well  covered  with  snow,  and  the  knd 
ice  firmly  formed,  is  one  of  the  principal  times  of 
moving,  as  the  sledges  can  then  travel  conveniently, 
and  food  is  obtained  from  day  to  day,  in  consequence 
of  their  vicinity  to  open  water. 

At  night  snow  huts  are  speedily  constructed,  warm 
skins  are  spread,  and  the  lamps  are  lighted  for  cook- 
ing and  heating  the  dwellings.  In  the  morning  the 
travellers  pursue  their  route.  Of  the  rate  at  which 
a  certain  space  may  be  travelled  over,  it  is  impossible 
to  have  an  idea,  as  all  accounts  vary  ;  for  this  reason» 
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if  a  great  prize  of  flesh  is  taken,  it  is  customary  to 
remain  and  feed  until  it  is  devoured ;  if  repeated 
success  attends  the  hunters,  many  of  these  feasting 
stoppages  occur ;  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  their 
captures  are  few,  they  have  nothing  to  impede  their 
progress.  The  second  time  of  journeying  is  in  the 
early  summer,  before  the  land  ice  has  parted  from  the 
shores  ;  along  this  the  sledges  proceed  easily,  as  it  is 
then  free  from  snow.  At  night  tents  are  pitched  on 
the  shore,  from  which  also  the  winter  clothing  has 
begun  to  disappear,  and  in  consequence,  deer  are 
found  travelling  northwards. 

Here,  as  in  autumn,  success,  or  the  contrary,  de^ 
termines  the  period  of  travelling.     A  third  way  of 
passing  from  place  to  place,  in  summer,  is  by  moving 
along  amongst*  the  hlll^  killing  deer,  catching  flsh 
and  small  animals.     At  the  close  of  this  abort  season 
of  happiness,  the  settlement  nearest  at  hand  is  se- 
lected for  the  winter  quarters.     If  small  rivers  or 
lakes  lie  across  the  track,  the  men  ferry  over  their 
wives  and  children  on  their  kayaks,  which  generally 
are  carried  with  them  in  frames,  one  person  bang 
taken  across  at  a  time :  if  grown  up,  they  lie  on 
their  belly,  and  balance  with  hands  and  legs  on  the 
hind  covering  of  the  boat ;  but  if  children,  they  are 
seated  in  the  lap  of  the  man  who  paddles.     Any 
weighty  goods,  for  example,  a  bone  sledge,  &c.  are 
frequently  left  in  store  on  the  banks ;  and  as  every 
streamlet,  lake,  bay,  point,  or  island,  has  a  name, 
and  even  certain  piles  of  stones  have  also  appella- 
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tions,  it  is  easy,  in  some  ensuing  year,  to  find  the 
things  which  are  buried,  or  even  to  describe  tiieir 
situation  to  others.  It  is  remarkable,  that  in  enu- 
merating  the  vai*ious  sleeps,  or  days*  journeys  along 
the  shore,  every  one  has  a  particular  name,  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  Alams,  or  piles  of  stones  on  the 
African  desert,  and  which  are  also  placed  by  tra^ 
vellers  to  mark  the  usual  resting-places  or  wells. 

The  Eskimaux,  even  those  who  have  roamed  to  a 
short  distance  only,  are  acquainted  traditionally  with 
their  own  country ;  and  I  have  seen  charts  of  a  line 
of  coast  drawn  by  persons  who  never  were  on  it^  with 
nearly  the  same  remarks,  and  exactly  the  same  names, 
as  those  traced  by  experienced  travellers.  The  whole 
space  of  country  traversed  by  the  tribe  with  whom  we 
were  acquainted  extends  from  Noowook  to  Ig^ooliky 
and  is  about  ninety  miles  north  of  this  latter ;  a  di- 
stance of  but  few  miles  in  a  direct  line,  but  compre- 
hending an  immense  number  of  deep  inlets,  bays, 
and  islands.  There  are  again  distant  tribes  with 
whom  communication  is  occasionally  held,  and  who 
are  situated  eight  or  ten  days  to  the  north-eastward. 
This  distant  tribe,  from  all  accounts,  differs,  and  in- 
deed is  distinct  from  our  people,  yet  intermarriages 
have  taken  place  amongst  them,  and  there  are  annu- 
ally some  travellers  to  and  from  them ;  but  this  oc- 
curs before  the  sea  begins  to  break  up,  as  it  is  over 
salt-water  ice  that  four  days'  journey  must  be  per- 
formed. There  are,  besides,  some  smaller  establish- 
xnents  on  various  nortliern  islands,  and  in  bays,  of 
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which,  as  I  have  not  obtained  satisfactory  intelli- 
gence, I  shall  make  no  other  mention  than  that  they 
are  strangers*  One  nation,  however,  is  nearer  at 
hand,  respecting  whom  none  of  our  informants  seem 
well  acquainted  ;  those  are  the  inhabitants  of  South- 
ampton Island,  which,  though  in  sight  from  Repulse 
Bay  and  Noowook,  appears  never  to  be  visited.  Our 
people  gave  to  it,  and  to  its  natives,  the  name  of 
Khiad-ler-ml-d ;  and  it  is  observable,  that  they  hold 
these  near,  but  unknown  neighbours,  in  the  most 
sovereign  contempt,  considering  them  as  savages, 
and  as  vastly  inferior  to  themselves. 

Captain  Parry  agrees  with  me  in  opinion,  that  the 
term  I  have  employed  is  used  by  our  polished  acquaint- 
ances in  the  same  manner,  and  to  the  same  extent,  as 
the  appellation  of  barbari,  which  the  Greeks,  and  after 
them  the  Romans,  so  liberally  bestowed  on  all  other 
nations  but  their  own.  The  savages  we  saw  in  Hud- 
son's Strait,  and  the  land  they  occupy,  appear  to  be 
quite  unknown,  and  for  a  very  clear  reason.  No 
oomiaks  have  been  seen,  or  are  used  by  our  tribe, 
and  no  direct  communication  therefore  can  ever  have 
taken  place  by  families,  and  perhaps  so  rarely  by 
single  kayaks,  as  not  to  be  remembered. 

The  Eskimaux  do  not,  like  many  other  wild 
people,  imagine  that  there  is  no  world  besides  that 
which  they  occupy;  but  have  some  faint  ideas  of 
what  the  unseen  countries  are,  and  take  great  plea- 
sure in  hearing  of  them.  They  have  many  tra- 
ditionary stories  of  Kabloona  and  Indians ;  of  the 
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latter  of  whom,  under  the  name  It^kSghJle,  they 
speak  with  fear  and  abhorrence:  but  the  fmner, 
unlike  the  kabloonas  of  thie  early  (jrre^andecs,  are 
not  looked  upon  as  differing  in  species  from  them* 
selves,  but  as  a  good  people,  who  hare  plenty  of 
wood  and  iron.  This  character,  of  course,  may  be 
traced  from  the  time  of  the  establishment  of  our 
fl^tories  in  Hudson's  Bay,  which  have  a  constant 
communication  with  the  Noowook  people  through 
the  intervening  tribes,  who  however  do  not  consti- 
tute apart  of  the  northern  famUy,  or,  as  far  as  I  can 
learn,  form  any  settlements  north  of  Chesterfield 
Inlet,  and  rarely  even  so  high  as  at  that  place. 

The  limits  of  our  certain  information  are  these: 
Noowook  to  the  southward,  Igloolik  to  the  northward, 
and  the  land  between  them  bounded  on  either  side 
by  sea.  Thus,  at  Akkoolee,  three  days  to  the  west^ 
ward  of  Repulse  Bay,  according  to  all  accounts,  the 
main  ocean  is  arrived  at.  It  stretches  to  the  west- 
ward as  far  as  can  be  seen  from  the  settlement ;  but 
a  farther  knowledge  does  not  seem  to  have  been  ob- 
tained, as  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  E^imaux  that  no 
animals  for  food  are  to  be  found  along  its  banks. 
From  Akkoolee  the  sea  is  traced  to  the  northward 
as  far  as  the  strait  which  we  examined  in  September 
1822,  and  which  is  named  by  the  natives  Kkee-mig, 
or  the  closed,  being,  as  we  found  it,  constantly  choked 
with  ice.  None  have  passed  this  by  water,  yet  it 
opens  to  the  westward  in  the  main  ocean.  The 
ivslands  to  the  north  of  this  strait  are  large,  but  it  is 
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known  that  a  sea,  perhaps  a  frozen  one,  is  beyond 
them.  Of  the  eastern  coast  I  need  make  no  mention, 
as  we  have  examined  it  all  from  Repulse  Bay ;  but  I 
cannot  conclude  without  bestowing  deserved  praise 
on  several  of  our  native  hydrographers,  for  the  won- 
derful correctness  of  their  charts  of  the  coast. 

GENERAL   DISPOSITION. 

Honesty. — I  verily  believe  that  there  does  not 
exist  a  more  honest  set  of  people  than  the  tribe  with 
whom  we  had  so  long  an  acquaintance.  Amongst 
themselves  they  never  even  touch  each  other's  pro- 
perty without  permission,  and  on  board  the  ships 
.their  scruples  were  the  same.  I  have  mentioned  a 
few  trifling  appropriations,  for  thefts  I  can  hardly 
call  them,  which  were  made  without  our  consent  \ 
but  it  is  only  justice  to  allow  that  our  unreserved 
distribution  of  iron,  and  the  quantity  of  empty  tin 
vessels  thrown  away  on  the  dirt  heap  alongside,  were 
of  themselves  sufficient  indncement  for  some  few  of 
the  natives  to  take  such  articles  away,  even  from  the 
decks. 

We  should  also  consider  the  amazing  tem^tions 
constantly  thrown  in  the  way  of  poor  ignorant 
savages,  possessed  neither  of  wood  nor  iron,  and 
esteeming  these  two  substances  as  much  as  we  do 
gold  or  jewels.  Our  acquaintances,  on  the  whole, 
amounted  to  about  200  people,  yet  only  three  out  of 
that  number  were  considered  as  determined  thieves, 


348  CDKEIIAL  DlsroSlTlON. 

and  they  performed  their  work  $o  clumsily  as  to  be 
instantly  detected.  To  weigh  with  these,  very  nu- 
merous instances  of  honesty  might  be  mentioned ; 
and  ^when  things  have  been  really  dropped  on  the 
ice,  or  otherwise  lost,  the  Eskimaux,  on  picking  them 
up,  have  invariably  brought  them  to  be  owned  on 
boai*d.  Notwithstanding  this,  however,  they  have 
one  very  glaring  and  yet  natural  fault,  which  is 
Envy.  This  passion  exists  amongst  them  to  the 
highest  degree.  The  possession  of  any  desirable 
article  by  another,  is  sufficient  to  draw  down  on  him 
a  bad  name  from  the  man  who  covets  it ;  and  the 
women  are  much  addicted  to  blackening  the  cha- 
racter of  any  sister  who  enjoys  a  more  than  usual 
quantity  of  beads,  tin  pots,  &c.  This  vice  leads 
naturally  to  its  very  near*relation, 

Begging.  Every  one  begs ;  but  their  demands 
are  invariably  introduced  with  a  piteous  story  of  the 
favours  conferred  on  some  other,  and  an  assertion  of 
their  own  right  to  be  equally  well  treated*  Yet, 
when  presents  are-  given,  they  are  never  content, 
and  the  passion  appears  to  increase  with  the  favours 
received. 

Gratitude  is  not  only  rare,  but  absolutely  un- 
known amongst  them,  either  by  action,  word»  or 
look,  beyond  the  first  outcry  of  satisfaction.  Nursing 
their  sick,  burying  the  dead,  clothing  and  feeding 
the  whole  tribe,  furnishing  the  men  with  weapons, 
and  the  women  and  children  with  ornaments,  are 
insufficient  to  awaken  a  grateful  feeling;  and  the  very 
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people  who  relieved  their  distresses  when  starving, 
are  laughed  at  in  time  of  plenty,  for  the  quantity 
and  quality  of  the  food  which  was  bestowed  in 
charity. 

Lying.  The  envious  disposition  of  these  people 
naturally  leads  them  into  falsehood ;  but  their  lies 
consist  only  in  vilifying  each  other's  character,  with 
false  accusations  of  theft  or  ill  behaviour.  When 
asking  questions  of  an  individual,  it  is  but  rarely  that 
he  will  either  advance  or  persist  in  an  untruth.  They 
are  very  tenacious  of  being  termed  "thief,"  or  "liar." 
I  am  sorry  to  be  so  ungallant  as  to  agree  with  Crantz, 
that  lying,  envy,  and  quarrelling,  are  almost  exclu- 
sively confined  to  the  ladies ;  and  to  this  list  begging 
may  safely  be  added. 

Hospitality.  Of  this  virtue,  we  had  a  most  con- 
vincing  proof  in  the  treatment  we  received  when 
strangers,  wet  and  cold,  we  found  shelter  for  a  night 
in  their  tents,  July  l6th,  182^.  On  that  occasion, 
both  sexes  gave  up  their  clothes  and  bedding  for 
our  use,  warming  us,  hauling  our  boat  over  the  ice, 
and  assisting  us  in  every  way,  and  in  the  kindest 
manner.  The  women  in  particular,  though  insuf* 
ferably  dirty,  and  covered  with  train  oil,  showed  the 
greatest  tenderness  and  solicitude  for  our  comfort, 
though  subsequently  they  were  too  apt  to  remind 
us,  whenever  they  wanted  any  thing,  of.  the  shelter 
they  had  once  afforded  us.  An  Eskimaux  is  equally 
hospitable  as  an  Arab,  and  whatever  food  he  possesses 
is  free  to  all  who  enter.     He  never  eats  with  closed 
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doors,  but  by  his  manner  convinces  hi«Tisitors  that 
they  are  welcome.  I  have  slept  seven  or  eight  times, 
without  another  European,  in  different  huts ;  and 
invariably  have  met  with  the  same  attention;  my 
property  was  respected  by  my  hosts,  even  though 
b^ged  by  others  ;  the  best  seat  wail  asngned,  and  a 
portion  of  food  offered  me,  while  I  was  even  thanked 
for  accepting  and  eating  it.  As  a  proof  that  $il  this 
proceeded  from  motives  of  pure  hospitality,*  if  I  the 
next  day  entered  the  hut,  and  asked  even*  a  bit  of 
moss,  I  was  required  to  pay  for  it,  •  besides  which 
everything  in  my  possession  was  begged  Of  me. 

Temper.  Though  the  Eskimaux  do  not  postess 
much  of  the  milk  of  human  kindness,  yet  their  even 
temper  is  in  the  highest  degree  praisewotthy.  In 
pain,  cold,  starvation,  disappointment,  ^  or.  under 
rough  treatment,  their  good  humour  ts  rarely  ruffled: 
Few  have  ever  shown  symptoms  of  sulkine^,  and  even 
then  for  a  short  time  only.  Those  who  for  an  in- 
stant feel  anger  at  neglect,  or  at  being  punished  for 
some  offence,  are,  in  a  few  moments,  as  lively  and  as 
well  disposed  to  the  persons  who  af&onted  them  as 
if  nothing  had  occurred.  No  serious  quarrels  or 
blows  happen  amongst  themselves,  and  the  occsftsional 
little  instances  of  spite  which  I  have  mentioned  are 
the  only  disagreement  they  have. 

Revenge.  The  detestable  passion  of  almost  all 
savages  is  I  believe  here  unknown,  and  I  could  learn 
of  no  instances  of  any  one  man  having  ever  killed 
another,  or  of  a  son  imbibing  from  his  father  any 
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dislike  towards  particular  persons.  At  the  distant 
northern  settlements,  however,  of  which  we  know 
nothing  but  by  report,  murders  are  said  to  be  fre- 
quently committed. 

Courage^  and  that  too  in  an  eminent  degree, 
must  be  allowed  to  a  people  who  dare  to  face  the 
terrific  Polar  bear,  and  even  to  kill  it  in  single  com- 
bat, with  only  the  assistance  of  their  dogs.  There 
is  an  independent  fearless  expression  in  the  coun- 
tenance and  person  of  an  Eskimaux,  which  is  highly 
striking.  The  firm  walk,  erect  head,  and  unbending 
eye,  all  denote  a  man  who  feels  confident  of  himself. 
An  insensibility  of  danger  is  acquired  also  in  ven- 
turing amongst  young  or  loose  ice,  which  by  a  change 
of  wind  or  unseen  ruption,  might  carry  them  to  cer- 
tain starvation  and  death  at  sea.  This  very  indif- 
ference has,  however,  been  the  means  of  many  men 
having  fallen  through  the  ice,  and  some  few  women 
also,  who  have  never  risen  again,  and  whose  families 
have  told  the  story  of  their  fate. 

MARRIAGE,   BIGAMY,    &C. 

It  is  a  very  general  custom  for  parents  to  betroth 
their  children  in  infancy,  and  this  compact  being 
understood,  the  parties,  whenever  they  are  inclined, 
and  able  to  keep  house,  may  b^n  living  as  man 
and  wife.  Thus  it  is  that  so  many  very  young 
couples  are  seen,  and  that  our  arrival  was  the  means 
of  some  marriages  being  made  in  consequence  of  the 
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yauthful  brid^rooms  being  enriched  by  our  presents 
of  household  and  hunting  furniture.  The  husband, 
though  young,  is  still  a  manly  person^  and  a  good 
hunter ;  but  the  wife,  in  two  or  three  instances,  could 
not  be  above  twelve  or  thirteen  years  of  age»  and  to 
all  appearance  a  mere  child.  Where  previous  engage- 
ments are  not  made,  the  men  select  wives  amongst 
their  relatives  or  connexions,  paying  but  little  r^ard 
to  beauty  of  face ;  and  as  to  person,  that  is  equally 
out  of  the  question.  Young  men  naturally  prefer 
youthful  females ;  but  the  middle-aged  will  connect 
themselves  with  old  widows,  as  being  more  skilled 
in  household  duties,  and  better  able  to  take'  care 
of  their  mutual  comforts.  I  cannot  pretend  to 
guess  at  what  are  the  requisite  qualifications  of  a 
woman  in  the  eye  of  an  Eskimaux,  independent  of 
her  skill  in  housewifery.  There  is  decidedly  no 
ceremony  by  which  married  people  are  connected, 
and  I  am  quite  unable  to  distinguish  in  what  a  wife 
differs  from  a  concubine,  for  there  are  some  women 
in  that  situation,  as  both,  for  the  time,  receive  the 
same  title.  I  never,  however,  observed  a  woman 
living  in  this  manner  in  the  same  family  with  an  ac- 
knowledged wife.  Bigamy  is  common,  but  I  could 
hear  of  no  instances  of  men  having  more  than  two 
wives  ;  the  greater  portion,  indeed,  of  those  we  knew 
had  but  one.  Divorced  women  are  frequent,  but 
they  soon,  by  marriage,  or  otherwise,  form  other  con- 
nexions.    Widows  who  have  friends  and  good  health. 
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fare  equally  well  with  those  females  who  have  hus- 
bands ;  but  illness,  or  want  of  friends,  seals  their  fate, 
and  if  they  are  unable  by  prostitution  to  support 
themselves,  they  are  left  to  starve  with  their  children. 
Cousins  are  aUowed  to  marry,  but  a  man  will  not 
wed  two  sisters.  A  son  or  daughter-in-law  does  not 
consider  father  or  mother-in-law  in  the  light  of  re- 
lations. The  most  extraordinary  connexion  is  that 
by  adoption,  for  there  are  few  families  which  have 
not  one  or  two  adopted  sons,  their  proper  pn^eny 
being  in  like  manner  adopted  by  others.  A  wealthy 
man  will,  in  this  manner,  take  fine  stout  youths  under 
his  protection,  and  is  thereby  insured  of  being  sup- 
ported in  his  old  age,  and  having  good  assistance, 
while  yet  himself  a  hunter.  This  curious  connexion 
binds  the  parties  as  firmly  together  as  the  ties  of 
blood ;  and  an  adopted  son,  if  senior  to  one  by  nature, 
is  the  heir  to  all  the  family  riches.  This  exchange  of 
children  is  frequently  made  between  families  already 
related  or  connected,  and  I  am  aware  of  but  one  in- 
stance of  a  girl  being  Teg5o-wa-gha,  while  her  na- 
tural parents  were  alive. 

Estimation  qf  women. — The  women  are  treated 
well ;  are  rarely,  if  ever,  beaten ;  are  never  compelled 
to  work,  and  are  always  allowed  an  equal  authority  in 
household  afiairs  with  the  men.  Though  a  phl^ma- 
tic  people,  the  Eskimaux  may  be  said  to  treat  them 
with  fondness ;  and  young  couples  are  frequently  seen 
rubbing  noses,  their  favourite  mark  of  afFection»  with 
an  air  of  tenderness.    Yet  even  those  men  and  woiGy^n 
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who  seem  most  fond  of  each  other,  fasve  no  aerupte 
on  the  score  of  mutual  infidelity,  and  the  husband  is 
willingly  a  pander  to  his  own  shame.  A  woman 
details  her  intrigues  to  her  husband  with  tbe  naoat 
perfect  unconcern,  and  will  also  answer  to  any  charge 
of  the  kind  made  before  a  numerous  aMemblage  of 
people.  Husbands  prostitute  wives,  brotheim  nfeers^ 
and  parents  daughters,  without  showing  the  Usaat 
signs  of  shame.  It  is  considered  extremely  friendly 
for  two  men  to  exchange  wives  for  a  day  or  two, 
and  the  request  is  sometimes  made  by  the  woinen 
themselves.  These  extraordinary  civilities,  although 
known,  are  never  talked  of,  and  are  contrived  as 
secretly  as  possible.  , 

Even  the  very  early  age  of  a  female  is  not  con- 
sideredi  either  by  herself  or  her  wretched  cooiipantonflii 
who  are  all  equally  willing  to  assist  in  bringing  her 
forward.  In  this  deplorable  state  of  morals  and  com- 
mon decency,  it  is  extraordinary  that  in  general  con- 
versation not  an  immodest  word  or  gesture  can  be 
detected ;  when  men  and  women  arc  mixed  together, 
and  in  dancing  or  singing  parties,  the  femalea  have  a 
seat  apart,  the  conduct  of  both  sexes  being  extremely 
decorous. 

When  parties  are  out  fishing,  such  young  men  as 
are  at  home  make  no  scruple  of  intriguing  with 
others  wives ;  yet  if  the  injured  husband  hears  of 
it,  it  gives  him  little  or  no  uneasiness.  Divorced 
women  and  widows,  and  even  young  and  well- 
jooking  girls,    are  equally   liberal  of  their  peraons* 
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There  is  one  very  remarkable  fact  attached  to  this 

general  depravity,  which  is  that  we  never  heard  of 

any  quarrels  arising  respecting  women,  and  this  may 

be  attributed  to  the  men  being  totally  unacquainted 

with  such  a  passion  as  love,  or  its  frequent  attendant^ 

jealousy.     Two  wives,  however,  will  sometimes  have 

a  quarrel  about  the  preference  of  their  husband,  and 

a  pull  by  the  hair,    or  a  scratched  face,  has  been 

known  to  have  passed  between  the  disputants.     It  is 

a  generally  allowed  opinion  that  the  fkrther  North 

man  is  settled,  the  more  dwindled  is  his  form,  his  in*- 

tellect,  and  his  passions }  and  in  these  last,  the  Eski^^ 

maux  are  certainly  different  from  «Eiy  race  of  beings  I 

ever  saw  or  heard  of.     With  all  their  indifference  to 

morality,  these  people,  but  particularly  the  women, 

have  a  great   dread  of  exposing  any  part  of  their 

persons,  and  in  this  respect  are  really  very  bashful. 

Blushes  are  by  no  means  unknown,  and  may  be  easily 

excited,  even  in  the  men.     I  have  already,  in  my 

journal,  mentioned  an  instance  of  the  loose  behaviour 

of  the  women  when  the  men  are  absent,  and  believe 

that  at  these  female  assemblages  thdr  conduct,  when 

not  liable  to  interruption,  is  frantic  and  licentious  in 

the  extreme. 

Treatment  qfckildren. — Although  no  Eskimaux 
can  have  the  least  certainty  of  being  the  father  of  his 
wife's  children,  yet  if  she  brings  pr(^eny,  he  is  very 
indifferent  as  to  their  legitimacy,  and  con^ders  them 
as  nndoidbtedly  his  own.  Nothing  can  be  more 
delightful   than   the   fo%dnew  whieii  parents  show 
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to  their  little  ones  during  infancy.  The  mothers 
^arry  them  naked  on  their  backs,  until  they  are 
stout  and  able  walkers,  and  their  whole  time  and 
attention  are  occupied  in  nursing  and  feeding  them. 
The  fathers  make  little  toys,  play  with,  and  are  con- 
stantly giving  them  whatever  assistance  lies  in  their 
power.  A  child  is  never  corrected  or  scolded,  but 
has  its  own  way  in  every  thing.  Their  tempers  are, 
however,  excellent ;  their  spirits  good,  and  they-are 
afiectionate  towards  their  parents.  As  they  grow  up, 
however,  they  become  independent,  but  still  consider 
it  their  duty  to  obey  and  assist  their  fSither  and 
mother.  Amongst  themselves  the  little  ones  never 
quarrel  or  fight,  and  they  even  play  at  the  roi^est 
games  without  losing  their  temper.  Little  boys  fre- 
quently attach  themselves  to  each  other,  and  are  in- 
separable companions  ever  after.  The  amusements 
of  each  sex  consist  in  imitations  of  their  future  occu- 
pations, and  while  the  boys  are  making  bows,  spears, 
&c.  the  little  girls  are  gravely  affecting  to  superintend 
the  care  of  a  liut  and  lamp.  Parties  sometimes  join 
forces  and  build  small  snow  places,  in  which  they  put 
rude  models  of  the  furniture  of  real  dwellings. 

Conduct  to  the  aged. — Old  and  helpless  persons 
lead  a  quiet  undisturbed  life,  while  their  own  or 
adopted  children  live  ;  but  should  their  natural  sap- 
porters  die,  no  one  would  move  a  foot  to  save  them 
from  being  frozen  or  starved  to  death.  The  protec- 
tion afforded  to  the  poor  old  wretches  is  of  a  n^ative 
sort,  for  they  are  fed  merely  because  food  is  brought 
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for  all  the  inmates  of  the  hut,  but  no  one  of  their 
nearest  relatives  would,  in  a  time  of  scarcity,  forego  a 
mouthful  for  their  accommodation^  In  moving  them 
about,  they  are  handled  as  roughly  aa  if  they  were  in 
full  vigour ;  and  if  they  are  performing  a  journey, 
and  sinking  from  fatigue,  the  stoutest,  even  of  their 
own  descendants,  will  not  resign  to  them  a  seat  on 
the  sledge.  The  old  people,  on  their  side,  think 
nothing  of  this  n^lect :  having  themselves  practised 
it  to  their  parents,  they  do  not  expect  attention  in 
their  own  helpless  state. 

Care  of  the  sick  and  dead. — To  the  sick  who  have 
relations  living  under  the  same  roof,  little  or  no  at- 
tention is  paid ;  sympathy  or  pity  being  equally  un* 
known.  A  wife  attends  on  her  sick  husband,  because 
she  knows  that  his  death  would  leave  her  destitute ; 
but  if  any  other  person  would  take  the  trouble  off  her 
hands,  she  would  never  even  ask  to  see  or  at  all  inquire 
after  him.  A  man  will  leave  his  dying  wife  without 
caring  who  attends  her  during  his  absence  ;  a  woman 
will  walk  to  the  ships  in  high  spirits  while  her  husband 
is  lying  neglected  and  at  death's  door  in  a  solitary  hut. 
A  brother  will  not  be  able  to  inform  you  if  his  sick 
sister  be  better  or  worse,  and  in  her  turn  a  sister  will 
laugh  at  the  sufferings  of  her  brother.  A  sick  woman 
is  frequently  built  or  blocked  up  in  a  snow-hut,  and  not 
a  soul  goes  near  to  look  in  and  ascertain  whether  she 
be  alive  or  dead.  I  shall  have  occasion  to  speak  more 
at  length  of  this  brutal  insensibility  in  my  regular 
journal,  and  shall  therefore  now  turn  to  their  care  of 
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the  dead.  The  relatives  alone  attend  to  the  corpse^  on 
which  a  few  slabs  of  snow  are  ^oced,  and  if  the  dogs 
choose  to  devour  the  body,  they  do  ao  undisturbed, 
for  not  a  soul  would  take  the  trouble  again  to  cover 
it.  The  survivors  speak  of  these  horrors  with  fiur  less 
concern  than  they  would  of  a  dog's  stealing  a  small 
piece  of  meat. 

£ftiperf ii/iofts.-^Notwithstanding  I  have,  in  a  former 
page,  pledged  myself  to  give  some  further  accounts 
of  superstitions  and  other  subjects  relating  to  the 
Eskimaux,  I  find  that  I  must  How  liitait  myself  to  a 
few  observations  only,  my  details  having  already,  in 
many  instaades,  exceeded  the  bounds  I  had  piocribed 
to  myself  in  this  little  volume,  and  my  fears  of  taring 
the  patience  of  my  reader  predominating  even  over 
the  wish  to  fulfil  my  promise. 

The  Eskimaux,  like  all  other  savages^  possess  a 
large  share  of  superstition ;  but  our  imperfect  know- 
ledge of  their  language  necessarily  prevented  our 
tracing  any  of  their  ceremonies  to  their  source :  I 
shall,  therefore,  only  state  such  peculiar  superati- 
tions  and  customs  as  I  myself  observed,  though  vrith- 
out  pretending  to  order  or  connexion. 

Amongst  our  Igloolik  acquaintances  were  two  fe- 
male and  a  few  male  wizards,  of  whom  the  principal 
was  Toolemak.  This  personage  was  cunning  and 
intelligent,  and,  whether  professionally,  or  from  his 
skill  in  the  chase,  but  perhaps  from  both  reasons,  was 
considered  by  all  the  tribe  as  a  man  of  importance. 
As  I  invariably  paid  great  deference  to  his  opinion 
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on  all  subjects  connected  with  liig  calling,  he  freely 
communicated  to  me  his  superior  knowledge,  and  did 
not  scruple  to  allow  of  my  being  present  at  his  inter- 
views with  T5mg&,  or  his  patron  spirit.  In  con- 
sequence of  this,  I  tock  an  early  opportunity  of  re- 
questing my  friend  to  exhibit  his  skill  in  my  cabin. 
His  old  wife  was  with  him,  and  by  much  flattery,  and 
an  accidental  display  of  a  glittering  knife  and  some 
beads,  she  assisted  me  in  obtaining  my  Request*  All 
light  excluded,  our  sorcerer  began  chanting  to  his 
mte  with  great  vehemence,  and  she  in  return  an- 
)»wered  by  ringing  the  Amna-aya,  which  was  not  dis- 
eontinued  during  the  whole  ceremcmy.  As  far  as  1 
ccHiid  hear,  he  afterwards  began  turning  himsetf  nu 
pidiy  round,  and  in  a  loud  powerful  voice  vociferated 
for  Toraga  with  great  impatience,  at  the  same  time 
blowing  and  sncHiing  like  a  walrus.  His  noise,  im- 
patience, and  agitation  increased  every  moment,  and 
he  at  length  seated  himself  on  the  dedk,  varying  his 
tones,. and  mtddng  a  rustling  with  his  clothes. 

Suddenly  the  voice  seemed  smothered,  and  .was  m 
managed  as  to  sound  as  if  retreating  beneath  ihe 
deck^  each  moment  becoming  .more  distant,  and  ul- 
timately gl^ng  the  idea  of  being  many  feet  below 
the  cabin,  when  it  ceased  entirely.  His  wife  mhw, 
in  answer  to  my  queries,  informed  me  very  aerioujdy, 
that  he  had  dived,  and  that  he  would  send  up  Tcvnga. 
Accordingly,  in  about  half  a  minute,  a  distant  blowing 
was  heard  very  ^slowly  aj^roaching,  and  a  voice 
jwhich  differed  from  that  we  at  first  had  heard^  was 
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at  times  raiuglcd  with  the  blowing,  until  at  length 
both  sounds  became  distinct,  and  the  old  woman 
informed  me  that  Tornga  was  come  to  answer  my 
questions.  1  accordingly  asked  several  questions  of 
the  sagacious  spirit,  to  each  of  which  inquiries  I  re- 
ceived an  answer  by  two  loud  slaps  on  the  deck, 
which  I  was  given  to  understand  were  favoiunble. 
A  very  hollow,  yet  powerful  voice,  certainly  mudi 
different  from  the  tones  of  Toolemak,  now  chanted 
for  some  time,  and  a  strange  jumble  of  hisses,  groans, 
shouts,  and  gabblings  like  a  turkey,  succeeded  in  n^d 
order.  The  old  woman  sang  with  increased  energy, 
and,  as  I  took  it  for  granted  that  this  was  all  in- 
tended to  astonish  the  Kabloona,  I  cried  repeatedly 
that  I  was  very  much  afraid.  This,  as  I  expected^ 
added  fuel  to  the  fire,  until  the  poor  immortal,  ex* 
hausted  by  its  own  might,  asked  leave  to  retire.  The 
voice  gradually  sank  from  our  hearing  as  at  first,  and 
a  very  indistinct  hissing  succeeded :  in  its  advance, 
it  sounded  like  the  tone  produced  by  the  wind  on 
the  base  chord  of  an  Eolian  harp ;  this  was  soon 
changed  to  a  rapid  hiss  like  that  of  a  rocket,  and 
Toolemak  with  a  yell  announced  his  return.  I  had 
held  my  breath  at  the  first  distant  hissing,  and  twice 
exhausted  myself,  yet  our  conjuror  did  not  once 
respire,  and  even  his  returning  and  powerful  yell  was 
uttered  without  a  previous  stop  or  inspiration  of  air. 

Light  being  admitted,  our  wizard,  as  might  be 
expected,  was  in  a  profuse  perspiration,  and  cer- 
tainly much  exhausted  by  his  exertions,  which  had 
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continued  for  at  least  half  an  hour.  We  now  observed 
a  couple  of  bunches,  each  consisting  of  two  stripes  of 
white  deer-skin  and  a  long  piece  of  sinew,  attached  to 
the  back  of  his  coat.    These  we  had  not  seen  before, 

* 

and  were  informed  that  they  had  been  sewn  on  by 
the  Tornga  while  he  was  below. 

I  have  already  said  that  Toolemak's  spirit  with 
whom  he  conferred  on  this  occasion  was  a  female ;  but 
he  has  on  the  whole  no  less  than  ten  superior  beings, 
and  a  countless  host  of  minor  sprites.  With  the  first 
ten  he  holds  constant  communion,  and  transacts  with 
them  all  business  relative  to  the  health  or  worldly 
welfare  of  those  who  consult  and  pay  him.  The  above 
important  personages  are  thus  named :  Ay-willi- 
ay-oo,  or  No6lt-ay-oo,  the  female  spirit  of  whose 
convei*sation  I  have  spoken  ;  her  father  Napp&.yook, 
or  An-ndw*ta-lig,  of  whom  more  anon ;  Famt-oo-Ii, 
a  male  spirit  of  considerable  importance;  Oo-todk, 
or  Oona-lie,  a  male  of  a  gigantic  size ;  Ka-miek,  a 
female ;  Amug-ydo-a  and  Atta-na-ghiooa,  two  bro- 
thers, and  as  far  as  I  can  learn  chief,  patrons  of  the 
country  about  Amityook ;  Piick-im-nS,  a  female  who 
lives  in  a  fine  country  far  to  the  west,  and  who  is 
the  immediate  protectress  of  deer,  which  animals 
roam  in  immense  herds  round  her  dwelling ;  a  large 
bear,  which  lives  on  the  ice  at  sea,  and  is  possessed 
of  vast  information — he  speaks  like  a  man,  and  often 
meets  with  and  converses  with  the,  initiated  on  their 
hunting  excursions ;  and  the  last  is  Eeghak.a  male  of 
whom  I  can  obtain  no  information.  Out  of  this  host  of 
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guperior  spirits  the  JBnit  two  are  {NreHeminent,  although 
the  female  is  decidedly  the  most  important  in  the 
ejes  of  the  £6kimaux  geoendly,  as  wdd  as  in  the 
ppinioii  of  her  fnvourite  votary  Toolemak.  This 
kdy  is  in  the  first  plaee  the  mothery  protectresst  and 
not  uofrequently  the  Bicnopolist  o£  sea  animals, 
whiuh  nhe  sometimes  very  wantonly  coofinies  below, 
and  by  that  means  causes  a  general  scarcity  in  the 
up^r  world.  When  this  is  the  case,  the  annatko  is 
pemuaded  to  pay  her  a  visit,,  and  attempt  the  release 
of  the  animals  m  which  his  tribe  subsist.  I  know 
n^.what  ceremonies  he  performs  at  the  first  part  of 
the^intarview ;  bi|t  as.  tlie  qiell  by  which  the  animab 
ai!ei  hcfkt  lies  dn  die  haad.  of  the  renchantress,  the  oon* 
juror  makes  some  bold  attempts  to  cut  it  ofl^>aiid, 
aocoidiiig  to  his ^sucoess,. plenty ^  more  or  lioss,  isDb* 
^iued.  If  deprived  of  her  nails,  the  bears  obtain 
their  freedom  4  amputation  xif  the  first  joint  liberates 
the  netySk,  or  smaU  seal ;  while  that  of  the  second 
loosens  the  oogbiook,  or  laiger  k^ind.  Shouldu  the 
knuckles  he  detached,:  whole  herds  of  walrus  rjtte  to 
the  sucfaoe  ;  and  : should  the  adventurous,  annodu) 
succeed :  in  cutting  through  the  lower  part  of  the 
metacarpal  bones,  the  monstrous  whales  are  disen^ 
thralled,  and  delightedly  join  the  other  creatures  of 
the  deep.  In  addition  to  her  power  over  animals, 
Aywilliayoo  iias  a  boundless  command  over  the  lives 
and  destinies  of  .mankind.  Bad  men  and  women 
are  punished  by  her  in  a  manner  I  shall  pi^esently 
describe ;  and  her  own  sex  are  afflicted  with  many 
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iaorders,  and  sometimes  ldUed»  in  consequence  of 
heir  being  careless  in  the  regulation  of  their  diet  at 
^rtain  periods,  and  otherwise  neglecting  the  esta* 
lished  customs:  fdl  women  therefore  profisss  the 
itmost  dread  of  this  female  avenger,  ixut  at  the  same 
une  aek&owledge  that  she  is  very  good,  fler  house 
3  exceedingly  fine,  and  very  like  akablaona  looking- 
;lass ;  Mid,  what  is  still  more  attractive  to  an  £ski. 
naux,  it  contains  plenty  of  food.  Immediately  within 
he  door  of  her  dwelling,  which  has  a  -long  passage 
»f  entrance,  is  stationed  a  very  large  and  fierce  dog, 
vhich  has  no  tail,  and  whose  hinder  quarters  are 
ilaek.  This  animal  is  by  some  called  the  hu&band, 
md  by  others  merely  the  dog  of  Aywilliayoo ;  but 
le  is  generally  considered  as  the  &ther  of  Indians 
ind  Kabloona  by  the  conjuress.  This  dog  is  also  one 
>f  the  Tomga's  agents  in  the  pcnisfament  of  wicked 
louls  after  death.  Aywilliayoo  is  amazhtgly  partial 
1:0  Toolemak,  and  confers  very  great  favours  on  him, 
A^hich  he  returns  rather  ungratefidly,  for  he  will- 
tigly  undertakes  the  defence  of  such  sick  women  as 
will  pay  him. 

Aywilliayoo  is  described  by  her  higfa*priest  Too- 
laonak  as  being  equally  wonderful  in  'her  personal 
appearance  as  in  her  actions.  She  is  very  tall,  and 
has  but  one  eye,  which  is  the  ie^  the  place  of  the 
other  being  covered  by  a  profusion  of  black  hair. 
She  has  one  pigtail  only,  contrary  to  the  established 
fashion  in  the  upper  Eskimaux  world,  which  is  to 
wear   one   on    each    side   the  face,   and  this  is  of 
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such  immense  magnitude,  that  a  man  can  scarcely 
grasp  it  with  both  hands.  Its  length  is  exactly  twice 
that  of  her  arm,  and  it  descends  to  her  knee.  The 
hood  of  her  jacket  is  always  worn  up. 

It  is  somewhat  extraordinary  that  the  father  of 
this  female  Polypheme,  who  is  named  Nappayook, 
and  is  the  next  in  point  of  importance,  should  have 
but  one  arm,  the  hand  of  which  is  covered  by  a  very 
large  mitten   of  bear*skin.     His  history  agrees  in 
many  respects  with  that  of  the  one-armed  giant  of 
the  Greenlanders ;  but  in  point  of  size  there  is  a 
vast  diflPerence,  Nappayook  being  no  larger  than  a 
boy  of  ten  years  of  age.     He  bears  the  character 
of  a  good,    quiet  sort  of  person,  and  is  master  of 
a  very  nice  house,  which,  however,  is  not  approach- 
able, on  account  of  the  vast  herds  of  walrus  lying 
round  it,  and  which  with  numerous  bears  make  a 
most  terrific    howling.      Toolemak    acknowledged 
very   candidly  that    he   had   never  dared  to  enter 
this  mansion,  but  by  looking  through  the  door  he 
could   see   that  it  was  good.     Another  substantial 
reason  was  given  why  no  Eskimaux  cared  to  enter 
the  house  of  the  Tornga ;  he  has  nothing  to  eat,  and 
does  not  even  require  it ;  in  which  particular  he  dif- 
fers widely  from  his  daughter,  who  has  a  most  vora- 
cious appetite.     I  know  not  if  he  is  the  father  of  all 
terrestrial  animals,  but  he  is  certainly  their  patron, 
and  withholds  them   at  times  from  the  Eskimaux. 
What  methods  are  taken  to  make  him  liberate  them 
I  know  not. 
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Having  now  been  properly  introduced  to  the  Tomga 
f  my  sapient  atata,  I  took  the  earliest  opportunity 
f  sleeping  at  his  hut,  and  persuading  him  to  per- 
[)rm  his  ceremonies  to  a  party  of  his  countrymen. 
Vomen  and  even  young  lads  were  excluded,  and 
Id  Khiek-£-nekh  alone  remained.  Amongst  other 
reparations,  I  observed  a  man  bring  in  a  hard  bunch 
f  moss,  over  which  a  flat  piece  of  sinew  was  stretched, 
nd  confined  in  its  place  by  a  needle  stuck  upright ; 
hrough  its  eye  was  threaded  a  finer  piece  of  sinew, 
/hich  had  its  ends  tied  to  the  moss.  This  con- 
rivance  was  delivered  to  the  old  lady,  who  informed 
ne  that  it  was  to  be  carried  by  Toolemak,  as  a  pre- 
ent  to  his  patroness ;  the  moss  being  for  the  lamp, 
nd  the  sewing  materials  for  mending  the  clothes  of 
he  spirit.  We  were  now  all  arranged  in  our  places, 
nd  one  of  the  two  lamps  which  were  burning  was  put 
lut ;  the  whole  party  crying  in  an  encouraging  voice 
'  Ali-ani-ani,''  to  cheer  and  expedite  the  annatko. 
rhis  exclamation  was  frequently  repeated,  and  I  ob- 
erved  that  each  time  a  wick  was  extinguished  in 
he  remaining  lamp.  Two  or  three  at  length  were  all 
hat  remained  alight,  and  the  hut  being  considerably 
larkened,  Toolemak  in  a  loud  voice  began  calling 
Tornga !  Tomga !  Pamiooli !  Pamiooli !  ya  whoi ! 
Looi !  hooi !  by  which  time  one  solitary  wick  alone 
emained.  The  old  woman  b^an  singing,  and  the 
iries  of  encouragement  were  added  to  those  of  the 
wizard.  An  indescribable  screaming  continued  for 
ome  little  time,  until  we  were  informed  that  Tornga 
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relSised  t9  answer,  while  any  light  remained;  this 
was  as  I  expected^  and  we  were  in  instant  darkness. 
Toolemak  now  set  out  to  bring  the  enchantress. 
A  low  base  voiee,  which  those  who  sat  near  me  said 
was  that  of  TorngBLj  soon  chanted  the  same'  tune, 
which  I  had  beard  cm  a  former  occanon.  I  found 
that  the  words  were  unintell%tble,  even  to  the  na- 
tives. The  song  being  finished,  a  variety  of  ques- 
tioH  were  asked  by  the  Eskimaux  in  a  hurried  and 
lively  manner,  to  which  the  spirit  answered  with 
great  gravity.  To  the  questions  relative  to  the 
chase,  the  replies  were  not  very  explicit,  as  it  is  the 
poKcy  of  the  annatko  to  leave  a  salvo  for  himself, 
witichever  way  the  predictions  may  be  fklfiUed ;  and 
Aywilfiayoo  sung  in  so  strange  a  manner,  as  to 
cause  some  little  difficulty  in  the  interpretation  of 
her  responses.  Cries  of  more  variety  than  I  can 
pretend  to  describe,  and  the  impatient  screams  and 
questions  of  the  men,  with  the  loud  monotonous 
song  of  the  old  woman,  continued  for  about  half  an 
hour ;  the  solitary  and  powerful  chant  of  the  spirit 
was  ^ain  heard,  and  she  retreated  with  the  same  skill 
as  before. 

Toolemak,  with  shouts  and  strange  noises,  soon 
joined  us,  and  his  return  to  the  world  was  hailed  with 
great  delight.  A  lamp  being  brought,  the  pale  and 
exhausted  annatko  crawled  from  behind  his  screen, 
and  seated  himself  amongst  us. 

I  could  not  but  remark  throughout  the  whole  of 
the  performance,  which  lasted  about  an  hour  and  a 
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half,  tke  wonderful  steadiness  of  our  wizard,  who, 
during  his  most  violent  exertions  of  Toice,  did  not 
once  appear  to  move ;  for  had  he  done  so,  I  was  so 
close  to  the  d^in  behind  whidi.  he  satr  tbat  I  most 
have  perceived  it.  Neither  did  I  hear  any  rustling 
of  his  clothes,  or  even  distinguish  his  breatking, 
although  his  outcriesf  were  made  witb  great  exertbii. 
Once  however,  and  once  oniy,  a  short  cough,  barely 
audible  even  to.  me,  odcurred  while  the  old  man  was 
supposed  to  be  in  the  other  world« 

Exhibitions  such  as  I  have  described  are  nol  of 
common  occnrtence,  and  of  course  by^^  their  rarity  are 
rendered  of  greater  importance.  There  is  much  rivaK 
ship  amongst  the  prc^easors,  who  do  not,  however, 
expose  each  other's  secrets^  but  wee  very  mysterious 
or  sBent  when  spoken  to  on  the  snbjeet. 

In  heafing  sickness,  or  curing  wounds,  the  most  ef- 
fectual remedy  is  to  blow  on  the  person  or  part  affected, 
at  the  same  time  muttering  or  chanting  certain  words. 
Whatever  is  done  by  these  national  practitioners  is 
entitled  to  a  rewiiffd,  which  is  very  strictly  exacted, 
whether  good  or  ill  betide  the  patient.  In  addition 
to  the  superstitions  supported  by  the  annatkos,  which 
supply  the  place  of  religious  tenets  amongst  the  £s- 
khnaux,  there  are  various  independent  and  extraor- 
(iinary  fancies  d£flfering  in  every  individuaL 

Bones  and  teeth  of  animals^  banging  as  solitary 
pendants,  or  strung  in  great  numbers^  have  peculiar 
virtues,  and  the  bones  of  the  fee*  of  the  Ka-bll*^ 
ghfoo,  which  I  imagine  to  be  the  wolverine,  are  the 
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most  in  request.  The  front  teeth  of  musk  oxen  are 
considered  as  jewek,  whUe  the  grinders,  one  or  two 
together,  are  much  esteemed  as  tassels  for  the  strings 
used  to  tie  up  the  breeches  of  the  women.  Eye  teeth 
of  foxes  are  sometimes  seen  to  the  number  of  hun- 
dreds, neatly  perforated  and  arranged  as  a  kind  of 
innge  round  caps  or  dresses,  and  even  the  bones  and 
teeth  of  fish  have  their  value. 

Leather  cases  of  the  size  of  a  quiU,  and  containing 
fflnall  pieces  of  deer's  or  other  flesh,  are  frequently 
attached  to  the  caps  or  hoods  of  children;  but 
whether  to  render  them  expert  liunters,  or  to  pre- 
serve their  health,  I  could  not  discover.  I  was  as- 
sured that  broken  spear-heads,  and  other  eqihlly 
cumbrous  pendants,  worn  round  the  necks  of  young 
girls,  were  spells  for  the  preservation  of  their  chastity; 
while  the  same  ornaments  caused  the  married  women 
to  be  prolific. 

The  superstitions  of  the  sick  appeared  to  be  more 
directed  by  caprice  than  established  custom  ;  nor  did 
they  follow  any  particular  rule  either  as  to  diet  or 
conduct. 

Widows  are  forbidden,  for  six  months,  to  taste 
of  unboiled  flesh  ;  they  wear  no  toogleegas  or  pig- 
tails ;  and  cut  off*  a  large  portion  of  their  long  hair 
in  token  of  grief,  while  the  remaining  locks  hang  in 
loose  disorder  about  their  shoulders.  No  punish- 
ment, however,  is  threatened  to  those  who  do  not 
thus  disfigure  themselves;  and  a  pretty  widow  at 
Igloolik   cut  sa  small  a  portion  from  her  ti^sses, 
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of  whose  length  sha  was  very  proud,  that  the  ab^ 
sence  of  tooglegas  alone  denoted  her  situation.  AAet 
six  months  the  disconsolate  ladies  are  at  liberty  to 
eat  raw  meat»  to  dress  their  pigtails,  and  to  marry  as 
hat  as  they  please ;  while  in  the  mean  time  they  either 
cohabit  with  their  future  husbands,  if  they  have  one, 
or  distribute  their  favours  more  generally.  A  widower 
and  his  children  remain  during  three  days  within  the 
hut  where  his  wife  died,  after  which  it  is  customary 
to  remove  to  another.  He  is  not  allowed  to  fish  or 
hunt  for  a  whole  season,  or  in  that  period  to  marry 
again.  During  the  three  days  of  lamentation,  all 
the  relatives  of  the  deceased  are  quite  careless  of 
their  dress,  their  hair  hangs  wildly  about,  and,  if 
possible,  they  are  more  than  usually  dirty  in  their 
persons.  All  visitors  to  a  mourning  family  consider 
it  as  indispensably  necessary  to  howl  at  their  first 
entry,  and  abundance  of  tears  are  shed  for  about 
the  space  of  a  minute  by  the  women ;  after  which  they 
all  recover  themselves ;  begin  to  talk  of  indifferent 
matters,  and  to  eat  whatever  is  at  hand.  The  pre- 
sence of  the  dead  body  does  not  at  all  distress  them ; 
and  I  once  saw  them  place  their  plate  of  meat  on  a 
little  dead  child,  which  lay  wrapped  within  a  blanket 
in  my  cabin. 

Superstitions  relating  to  children  and  pr^nant 
women  are  but  few ;  yet  of  these  I  have  scarcely 
collected  half.  It  is  customary  in  many  cases  to  name 
the  child  before  it  is  bom ;  ^me  relative  or  friend 
laying  their  hand  on  the  mother's  stomach,  and  de- 
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eiding  what  the  in&nt  is  to  be  called^  and»  as  the 
same  names  serve  for  either  [sex,  it  is  of  no  conse- 
quence whether  it  proves  a  gtri  or  a  boy.  When  s 
child  is  bom»  the  mother  herself  cuts  the  navel-string 
with  a  stone  spear-head,  and  swathes  the  in&nt's 
body  with  the  dried  intestine  of  some  animal.  After 
a  few  days,  or  according  to  the  fancy  of  the  parents, 
an  annatko,  who  by  relationship  or  long  acquaiint- 
ance  is  a  friend  of  the  family,  makes  iise  of  some 
vessel,  and  with  the  urine  the  modier  washes  the  in- 
fant, while  idl  the  gossips  around  poiir  forth  their 
good  wishes  for  the  little  one  to  prove  an  active 
man,  if  a  boy,  or  if  a  girl,  the  mother  of  ptenty  bf 
children.  This  ceremony  I  believe  is  never  omtftefl, 
and  is  called  k^-shioo-wa^ri-wa. 

The  dead  are  in  most  cases  carried  through  the 
window,  in  preference  to  the  door  of  a  sfiolv  hut, 
whicli,  afler  the  three  days  of  mourning  have  ex- 
pired, is  forsaken,  at  least  by  the  family  of  which  the 
deceased  had  formed  a  part.  The  body  is  always 
decently  dressed  in  its  best  clothes ;  and  those  who 
perform  this  office  put  on  their  gloves,  and  st(^ 
their  nostrils  with  skin  or  hair.  A  man  or  two  then 
drag  the  corpse  along  the  ground  to  the  place  where 
it  is  to  be  buried,  where  it  is  then  laid  on  its  back.  A 
sledge  is  never  used  on  these  occasions,  and  all  the 
dogs  are  tied  up ;  but  they  may  afterwards  go  and 
disinter  the  body,  and  devour  it  uninterruptedly,  it 
being  only  slightly  covered  over  with  snow  m  Ai^inter, 
sflkd  in  summer  but  little  better  sheltered  by  a  few 
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Stones.  It  is  customary  to.  place  weapons  at  the 
grave  of  a  man ;  cooking-pots,  beads,  knives,  &c. 
are  in  the  same  manner  4aid  near  that  of  a  woman, 
and  are  never  removed.  -  It  is  extraordinary,  that . 
with  this  apparent  attention,  the  Eskimaux  are  quite 
regardless  of  the  body  when 'it  has  once  been  covered  ; 
and  the  nearest  relations  will-not  cover  it  again,  even 
if  they  s^  that  the  dogs  have  dug  up  and  are  devours 
ing  it :  this  we  have  known  to  be  actually  the  case* 

It  was  long  before  I  learnt  that  there  was  a. rule 
for  laying  the  bodies  of  the  dead,  according  to  their 
age.  Infants  have. their  feet  placed  towards  the 
rising  sun,  or  east  y  half*grown  children,  south-^iat  $ 
men  and  women  in  their  prime,  with  their  feet  to 
the  meridian  sun ;  middle  aged  persons,  to  the  south* 
w^  i  and  very  old  people,  the  reverse  of  children, 
or  west. 

The  survivors  visit  the  graves,  at  least  some  few 
have  been  observed  to  do  so,  and  talk  with  the  de« 
ceased,  who  they  suppose  listens  attentively  to  all  that 
IS  said.  The  usual  way  is  to  walk  round  the  gri&ve 
in  the  direction  of  the  sun,  and  to  chant  forth  in- 
quiries as  to  the  welfare  of  the  departed  soul ;  whe- 
ther it  has  reached  Aad-lee,  or  the  land  of  spirits  ?  if 
it  has  plenty  of  food  ?  &c.  &c. ;  at  each  question 
stopping  at  the  head  of  the  grave,  and  repeating 
Man-nukJe-roo,  Teg-wug-loo^maan  (slowly  spoken) 
^  Ay-putt-p&-ghit  ?   Aj^-putt-pa^hit  ?  (very  rapidly 

spoken).  ..^ 

.  No  kind  of  religious  worship  exists  amongst  these 
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poor  people ;  and  the  only  thing  approaching  to  it 
was  jrhat  I  observed  once  or  twice  when  the  natives 
slept  in  any  number  in  my  cabin,  and  frequently 
when  I  passed  the  night  in  their  huts;  this  was, 
that  one  of.  the  senior  men  no  sooner  awoke  in  the 
morning,  than  he  commenced  a  low  monotonous 
song  while  he  yet  lay  in  bed,  and  I  never  heard 
a  woman  or  young  person  do  this,  or  join  in  the 
chant. 

No  traces  of  any  kind  of  idolatrous  worship  are  to 
be  met  with,  as  might  have  been  expected  from  the 
accounts  of  our  early  navigators :  the  little  figures  of 
ivory,  wood,  &c.  which  we  found  with  our  Eskimaux, 
and  which  agree  with  the  accounts  given  of  the  '^littel 
images''  found  by  old  Davis  and  others,  being  only 
toys  or  ornaments  cut  for  the  amusement  of  the 
children. 

With  all  their  varying  and  fanciful  customs  and 
charms,  the  Eskimaux  have  a  straight-forward  account 
of  a  future  state,  in  which  all  believe,  and  respecting 
which  none  vary.  There  are  two  places  appointed 
to  receive  the  souls  of  the  good :  one  of  these  is  in 
the  centre  of  the  earth,  the  other  in  kayl-yak  or 
heaven.  To  the  latter  place,  such  as  are  drowned 
at  sea,  starved  to  death,  murdered,  or  killed  by  wal- 
ruses or  bears,  are  instantly  wafted,  and  dwell  in  a 
charming  country,  which,  however,  has  never  been 
seen  by  any  annatko.  In  this  higher  world  are  nu- 
merous tomgas,  of  whom  the  conjurors  have  not 
much  knowledge ;   two  are   superior  to  the  rest  ; 
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the  first  is  named  Khioo-woS-khiak,  and  is  a  great 
and  powerful  spirit. — The  next  tomga  in  power  is 
named  Tat-kuk,  which  is  also  an  appellation  of  the 
moon,  and  is  well  known  to  the  Eskimaux  of  both 
sexes ;  he  has  a  great  many  dogs,  and  an  immense 
sledge,  on  which  he  goes  and  hunts  bears,  walruses, 
deer,  &;c.  in  the  same  manner  as  the  mortals  below. 
He  seems  to  be  a  good  familiar  kind  of  spirit,  or 
**  Robin  Goodfellow,*'  in  his  way ;  for  he  frequently 
comes  to  the  huts  unasked,  and  talks  with  the  na- 
tives, when  it  is  dark :  should  they  wish  to  get  rid 
of  him,  they  blow  into  their  hands,  and  off  he  flies*  I 
believe  that  this  tomga  is  often  blamed  for  irregu- 
larities in  which  he  has  no  manner  of  concern ;  and 
that,  from  a  kind  of  half  confession  of  my  informant, 
the  women  frequently  lay  the  blame  on  him  when 
they  are  detected  in  any  improprieties. 

The  place  of  souls  in  the  world  below  is  called 
Aad-l£e  generally ;  but  there  are,  properly,  four 
distinct  states  of  blessedness,  and  each  rank  has  a 
world  to  itsielf,  the  lowest  land  being  the  last  and 
best,  which  all  hope  to  reach.  The  day  on  which  a 
good  person  dies  and  is  buried,  the  soul  goes  to  a 
land  immediately  under  the  visible  world ;  and,  still 
descending,  it  arrives  the  second  day  at  one  yet 
lower ;  the  third  day  it  goes  farther  yet ;  and  on  the 
fourth  it  finds, 

'*  Below  the  lowest  deep,  a  deeper  still." 

This  is  the  *'  good  land ;''  and  the  soul  which  reaches 
it  IS  for  ever  happy.     The  first  three  stages  arc  bad 
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uncomfortable  places';  for  in  each  the  sky  is  so  close 
to  the  earth,  that  a  man  cannot  walk  erect:  yet 
these  r^ons  are  inhabited ;  and  the  good  soul»  in 
passing  through  them,  sees  mtdtitiidefi  of  the  dead, 
who,  having  lost  their  way,  or  who,  vot  being  entitled 
tp  the  "  good  land,"  are  always  wandering  abont  and 
in  great  distress;  Whether  these  unhappy  souls  are  in 
purgatory  or  not,  I  was  unable  to  learn ;  but  they  suiFer 
no  other  pain  thati  what  we  should  call  the  *^  fidgets." 
In  the  lowest  Aadlee  a  perpetual  ^nd  delightful 
summer  prevails ;  the  sun  never  sets,  but  performs 
one.  unceasing  round  ;  ice  and  snow  ate  unknown }  the 
landis  covei'ed  with  perpetual  verdure,  fine  sorrel  grows 
every  where,  and  the  dwarf  willow  is  found  in  abun- 
dance for  firing  \  the  lai^  lakes  of  fresh  water  abound 
with  fish,  and  the  tents  of  the  '^  souls"  are  pitched 
along  their  banks ;  the  sea  is  always  clear,  and  whales 
roll  about  in  so  tame  a  state,  that  the  male  souls 
have  only  to  go  out  in  their  kayaks^  harpoon  the  one 
they  want,  and  tow  it  to  the  shore ;  deer  and  birds 
range  within  bow-shot  of  the  tents,  and  are  killed  as 
requisite;  thus  universal  and  eternal  feasting  and 
jollity  prevail,  and  the  whole  time  of  the  souls  is 
occupied  in  the  favourite  amusements  of  eating,  sing- 
ing, dancing,  and  sleeping. 

As  far  as  I  could  learn,  the  reason  for  placing 
weapons  and  useful  utensils  near  graves  is  that  their 
souls  may  be  used  by  their  former  owners  in  the 
other  world. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

New  year's  day — Anecdotes  of  bears— The  sun  returns — Drift 
wood— A  sick  woman  and  chijd-— They  die— Visit  to  the  grayfe 

^  —Man  eaten  by  dogs— Kagfaa— Her  death— A  theft— Visit 
distant  hots — Specimens  of  eating — Scurry— Death  of  Mr. 
Elder — Arrangements  for  Fury  to  remain  another  year— 
Toolemak  drunk — Appearance  of  vegetation — Strangers  arrive 
— ^Vanity  of  a  woman — ^Togorlat's  death— Toolemak  takes  leave- 

.  A,  D..  1823, — New  Year's  Day  was,  as  might  have 
been  expected,  welcomed  by  us  all,  even  with  th^ 
<;ertainty  that  many  tedious  months  must  yet  pass 
away  before  the  slightest  change  could  be  perceptible 
on  the  snow*covered  land. 

.  My  friend  Ooyarra  slept  in  my  cabin,  and  as  he 
never  paid  me  a  vi«t  without  giving  some  interesting 
information,  I  was  on  this  occasion  also  treated  with 
some  curious  stories.  Amongst  others,  he  related 
several  anecdotes  of  the  sagacity  of  bears,  of  which  ani* 
mak  he  had  himself,  though  a  very  young  man,  killed 
five,  and  three  out  of  that  number  unassisted  by  other 
Eskimaux.  On  one  occasion  he  saw  a  bear  swim 
cautiously  to  a  large  rough  piece  of  ice,  on  which 
two  female  walruses  were  lying  asleep  with  their 
cubs.  The  wily  animal  crept  up  some  hummocks 
behind  this  party,  and  with  his  fore  feet  loosened  a 
large  block  of  ice ;  this,  with  the  help  of  his  nose  and 
paws,  he  rolled  and  carried  until  immediately  over 
the  heads  of  the  sleepers,  when  he  let  it  fall  on  one 
of  the  old  animals,  which  was  instantly  killed.     The 
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Other  walrus  with  its  cub  rdled  into  the  water,  but 
the  young  one  of  the  stricken  female  remained  by  its 
dam  ;  on  this  helpless  creature  the  bear  now  leaped 
down,  and  thus  completed  the  destruction  of  two 
animals,  which  it  would  not  have  ventured  to  attack 
openly.  This  account  seemed  so  very  wonderful, 
that  few  who  heard  it  hesitated  to  declare  it  fiedae ; 
but  for  Ooyarra's  credit  I  afterwards  met  with  a  little 
book  written  by  a  Mr.  Laing,  surgeon  of  a  whaler, 
in  which  was  a  quotation  from  the  '*  Fauna  Grram- 
landica''  of  Fabricius,  which  gives  a  corresponding 
account,  that  **in  the  combats,  between  bears  and 
walruses,  the  former  frequently  obtain  the  victory,  by 
taking  large  masses  of  ice  and  dashing  them  against 
the  heads  of  their  opponents." 

The  stratagems  practised  in  taking  the  ooghiod^ 
or  large  seal,  are  not  much  less  to  be  admired.  These 
creatures  are  remarkably  timid,  and  for  tibat  reason 
always  lie  to  bask  or  sleep  on  the  very  edge  of  the 
pieces  of  floating  ice,  so  that  on  the  slightest  alarm 
they  can,  by  one  roll,  tumble  themselves  into  their 
favourite  element.  They  are  extremely  restless,  con- 
stantly moving  their  head  from  side  to. side,  and 
sleeping  by  very  short  naps.  As  with  all  wild  crea- 
tures, they  turn  their  attention  to  the  direction  of 
the  wind,  as  if  expecting  danger  from  that  quarter. 
The  bear,  on  seeing  his  intended  prey,  gets  quietly 
into  the  water,  and  swims  until  to  leeward  of  him, 
from  whence,  by  frequent  short  ^dives,  he  silently 
makes  his  approaches,  and  so  arranges  his  distance, 
that  at  the  last  dive  he  comes  up  to  the  spot  where 
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the  seal  is  lying.  If  the  poor  animal  attempts  to 
escape  by  rolling  into  the  water,  he  falls  into  the 
bear's  clutches ;  if,  on  the  contrary,  he  lies  still,  his 
destroyer  makes  a  powerful  spring,  kills  him  on  the 
ice,  and  devours  him  at  leisure. 

From  Ooyarrakhioo,  a  most  intelligent  man,  I  ob- 
tained an  account  of  the  bear,  which  is  too  interesting 
to  be  passed  oven 

At  the  commencement  of  winter  the  pregnant 
she-bears  are  very  fat,  and  always  solitary.  When  a 
hieavy  fall  of  snow  sets  in,  the  animal  seeks  some  hollow 
place  in  which  she  can  lie  down,  and  then  remains 
quiet  while  the  snow  covers  her.  Sometimes  she  will 
wait  until  a  quantity  of  snow  has  fallen,  and  then  digs 
herself  a  cave ;  at  all  events  it  seems  necessary  that 
she  should  be  covered  by,  and  lie  amongst  snow.  She 
now  goes  to  deep,  and  does  not  wake  until  the  spring 
sun  is  pretty  h^h,  when  she  brings  forth  her  two 
cubs.  The  cave  by  this  time  has  become  much  larger, 
by  the  effect  of  the  animal's  warmth  and  l)reath,  so 
that  the  cubs  have  room  enough  to  move,  and  they 
acquire  considerable  strength  by  continually  sucking. 
The  dam  at  length  becomes  so  thin  and  weakj  that 
it  is  with  great  difficulty  she  extricates  herself  when 
the  sun  is  powerful  enough  to  throw  a  strong  glar^ 
through  the  snow  which  roo&  the  den.  The  Eskimaux 
affirm,  that  during  this  long  confinement  the  bear 
has  no  evacuations,  and  is  herself  the  means  of  pre- 
venting them  by  stopping  all  the  natural  passages 
with  moss,  grass,  or  earth.  The  natives  find  and  kill 
the  beais  duriug  their  confinement  by  means  of  dogs. 
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whfiih  wjtat  -tfaem  through  the  mom,  «nd  .begin 
tcta^dangttadihomtingiveBj  eigeriy.  .  Asfit  JWHild 
in  unsafe- to  makers  luge  jipening;,  tioiig-tiNiob-u 
edt,  of  Bafficient  width  ta^dkbk  amaiL  to>  iMk^dom 
and  see  where  the  bear's  head  ties*  and  he  then  JKlccti 
■  mortal  part  into  which  he  tbrasts-fau  «pear.  -  Hie 
old  one  being  killed,  the  holeia'  bn^cen-open.  and 
the  young  cubs  may  be  taken  out  by  hsnd^  as^hanng 
tasted  no  bloody  .-and  never  having  been  at  -liberty, 
they  are  then  very  hormlen  and  quiet.-  Females, 
whlcb'are  not  pregnant^  roam  ithmughout  the  whole 
winter  in  the  same  manner  u  the.malei.-  The  coupling 
thne  is  in  May. 

Toonfion^h  is  one  o£  the  most  famous  places  Sat 
obtaining  bears  in  the  abore-meDtioned  manner. 

During  the  last  week  about  fifty  persons  removed 
to  the  north-east  ice,  in  order  to  be  nearer  the  sealing 
place,' and  other  families  were  also  preparing  to  de- 
part. '  Above  twenty-hui^ry  ^wret^es  came,  to  the 
ships  for  food,  aItlM>ugh  &>  heavy  gale  and  thick  drift 
was  blowing  in  thein  faces. 

Ob  the-  lltb,  one  of  the  ^officers-  r^Kirted  banng 
seen  the  sun  from  the  western  point  of  Igloolik.    We, 
^  however,  saw  nothing  of  it  at  the  ships,  though  forty 
days  had  now  elapsed  since  it  left  us. 

For  some  days  past  the  weather  had  Budergone  a 
most  extraordinary  change,  the  temperature  being 
genendly  above  zero,  and  sometimes  ev&i  as  high 
as  18"  and  34°.  The  air  was  thick,  but  at  the 
same  time  highly  &vourable  to  the  hunting  a&ir> 
of  the  Eskimauxi  who  killed  several  walruses  and 


seals.  The  great  abundance  of  food  which  now  suc- 
ceeded a  long  scarcity  led  us  to  dread  that  some  fatal 
disorders,  incident  to  over-eating,  might  be  brought 
on  amongst  the  natives,  several  of  them  being  found 
on  the  first  day  to  have  crammed  to  such  a  degree  as 
to  be  in  great  pain,  and  rolling  themselves  about  to 
procure  relief. 

On  the  1 9th  the  wind  shifted,  the  thermometer  fell 
below  zero,  and,  the  sky  became  beautifully  clear,  so 
that  the  sun  rose  with  great  splendour  at  about  half- 
past  ten.  We  were  all  at  church  at  (he  time,  oil  board 
the  Fury ;  but  the  service  was  no  sooner  over  than 
we  hastened  up  to  enjoy  a  view  of  the  l^etuming 
light.  We  had  not  seen  the  sun  at  the  time  it  shpiild 
properly  have  appeared,  the  forty-second  day  f^ofn  its 
setting,  in  consequence  of  the  thick  weather,  #  that 
forty-nine  days  had  now  elapsed  since  it  had  last  shone 
on  us.  The  poor  Eskimaux  were  no  less  delighted 
than  ourselves  at  its  app^rance,  and  on  this  morning 
all  faces  were  as  gay  and  cheerful  as  the  bright  scene 
around. 

On  the  @]st,  I  drove  to  the  viUage  to  see  the  poor 
wretches  who  still  continued  ill,  and  found  th6  huts 
the  picture  of  ruin  and  misery,  above  a  hundred  people 
having  removed  to  the  sea-ice.  While  going  about  J;he 
huts  we  found  in  one  of  them  a  kind  of  beam  of  drifl- 
wood,  which  was  the  first  we  haid  seen.  It  was  of  fir, 
rather  decayed,  about  two  feet  in  circumference,  and 
five  in  length.  The  natives  said  it  had  been  washed 
on  shore  at  Nerli-nak-td,  an  island  adjoining  Igloolik 
to  the  westward,  a  summer  or  two  before. 


« * 
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Mr.  McLaren  accompanied  me  on  the  22nd  to 
see  the  sick,  and  we  carried  to  TSkk^Ulikkl-ta's  wife 
and  child,  the  former  of  whom  was  in  a  very  dan- 
gerous state,  some  arrow  root  and  a  blanket,  which 
afforded  them  great  comfort:  their  only  covering 
had  been  a  damp  old  deer-skin,  beneath  which  they 
lay  cold  and  naked.  In  hopes  of  saving  their  lives 
I  took  them  on  board,  and  having  screened  off  a 
portion  of  my  cabin,  gave  them  the  quiet  possession 
of  it. 

On  the  morning  of  the  24th  the  woman  appeared 
considerably  improved,  and  she  both  spoke  and  ate  a 
little,  but  in  the  course  of  the  day  she  expired.  I 
determined  on  burying  her  at  Am-ko'fi-khYak,  a 
point  of  Igloolik,  and  the  husband  was  much  pleased 
at  my  promising  that  the  body  should  be  drawn  on  a 
sledge  by  men,  instead  of  dogs ;  for  to  our  infinite 
horror,  Takkalikkita  had  told  us  that  dogs  had  eaten 
part  of  Kaimookhiak,  and  that  when  he  left  the  huts 
with  his  wife  one  was  devouring  the  body  as  he  passed 
it.  Takkalikkita  now  prepared  to  dress  the  corpse, 
and  in  the  first  place  stopped  his  nose  with  deer^s 
hair,  and  'put  on  his  gloves,  seeming  unwilling  that 
his  naked  hand  should  come  in  contact  with  it. 
I  observed  in  this  occupation  his  care  that  every 
article  of  dress  should  be  as  carefully  placed  as  when 
his  wife  was  living,  and  having  by  mistake  drawn  the 
boots  on  the  wrong  legs,  he  pulled  them  off  again,  and 
arranged  them  properly.  This  ceremony  finishedf 
the  deceased  was  sewed  up  in  a  hammock,  and  at  the 
husband's  urgent  request  her  face  was  left  uncovered. 


An  officer,  who  was  present  at  the  time»  agreed  with 
me  in  fancying  that  Takkalikkita,  from  his  words  and 
actions,  intimated  a  wish  that  the  living  child  might 
be  enclosed  with  its  mother.  We  might  perhaps  have 
been  mistaken,  but  there  is  an  equal  probability  that 
we  were  right  in  our  conjecture ;  for  according  to 
Crantz  and  Egede,  the  Greenlanders  are,  or  were,  in 
the  habit  of  burying  their  motherless  infants,  from  a 
persuasion  that  they  must  otherwise  starve  to  death, 
and  also  from  being  unable  to  bear  the  cries  of  the 
little  ones  while  lingering  for  several  days  without 
sustenance. 

My  dogs  being  carefully  tied  up,  a  party  of  our 
people,  myself  accompanying  them,  drew  the  body 
to  the  shore,  where  we  made  a  grave  about  a  foot 
deep,  being  unable  to  get  lower,  in  consequence  of 
the  frozen  earth.  It  was  placed  on  its  back,  at 
the  husband's  desire,  and  he  then  stepped  into  the 
grave  and  cut  all  the  stitches  of  the  hammock, 
though  without  throwing  it  open,  seeming  to  imply 
that  the  dead  should  be  left  unconfined.  I  laid  an 
ooloo  by  the  woman's  side,  and  we  filled  up  the 
grave,  piling  over  it  a  quantity  of  heavy  stones  which 
no  animal  could  remove.  When  all  was  done,  and 
we  were  on  our  return  to  the  ship,  the  man  lingered 
a  few  moments  behind  us,  and  repeated  two  or  three 
sentences,  as  if  addressing  himself  to  his  departed 
wife :  he  then  silently  followed  us.  We  found  Sheega 
quite  composed,  and  attending  her  little  sister,  be- 
tween whose  eyebrows  she  had  made  a  spot  with 
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in  Ickea  that,  being  unweoned,  it  must  cer- 
tiiiiily  die.  I  did  all  in  my  power  to  persuade  the 
£ftther  that  it  might  still  live,  if  carefully  attended 
and  regularly  fed  with  soup  i  but  he  paid  very  little 
attention  to.  me,  and  ultimately  left  the  child  to  my 
discretion,  saying,  that  since  I  had  now  adopted  it 
as  my  daughter,  I  might  take  it  to  my  country,  or 
do  as  I  pleased  with  it^  for  it  was  no  longer  his, 
whether  it  lived  or  died. 

After  my  party  had  retired  to  sleep,  I  heard,  oc- 
casionally, loud  sighing,  and  on  lifting  the  curtains 
saw  Takkilikkita  standing  and  looking  mournfully  at 
his  sick  child.  I  endeavoured  to  compose  him,  and 
he  promised  to  go  to  bed ;  but  hearing  him  again 
sighing,  in  a  few  minutes  I  went  and  found  thafr  the 
poor  infant  had  expired,  and  that  its  ^therhad  been 
some  time  aware  of  it.  He  now  told  me,  that  it  h^ 
seen  its  mother  the  last  time  it  called  on  her,  and 
that  she  had  beckoned  it  to  Shil-la  (heaven),  en  which 
it  instantly  died.  He  said  it  was  good  that  the  child 
was  gone  ;  that  no  children  outlived  their  mothers ; 
and  that  the  black  spot,  which  Sheega  bad  re- 
newedy  was  quite  sufficient  to  ensure  the  death  of 
the  infant. 

My  visitors  made  a  hearty  breakfast  on  the  26th, 
and  I  observed  that  they  did  not  scruple  to  lay  the 
vessels  which  contained  their  meat  on  the  dead  child, 
which  I  had  wrapped  in  a  blanket ;  this  unnatural 
table  excited  neither  disgust,  or  any  other  feeling 
amongst  them,  more  than  a  block  of  wood  could  .have 
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done.  We  now  tied  up  all  the  dogs,  as  Takkalikkita 
desired,  and  took  the  child  about  a  quarter  of  a.  mile 
arterh  of  the  ship,  wh^re  we  buried  it  in  the  snow. 

The  28th  was  the  third  day  after  die  woman's  de* 
cease,  but  a  heavy  northerly  gale  and  thiek  drift  pre- 
vented our  visiting  the  grave,  which  seemed  gready 
to  distress  the  widower ;  and  he  frequently  repeated 
with  impatience  that  this  was  the  proper  day  to'  go 
out  and  i^eak  to  bb  wife.  . 
'  The  S^h,. though  not  fine,  was. more  moderate 
«tid  I  accompanied  Takkalikkita  at  an  early  hour. 
Arriving  at  the  grave,  he  anxiously  walked  up  to  it, 
and  carefully  sought  for  foot-traeks  on  the  snow }  but 
finding  none,  repeated  to  .Umaeif,  ^VNo  wolves,  no 
dogs,  no  foxes ;  thank  ye,  thank  ye.'^ 

He  now  b^an  a  ^conversation,  directed  entiwiy 
to  the  grave,  as  if;  addressing  his  wife.  Twice  he 
called  her  by  name,  and  twice  told  her  how  the 
wind  was  blowing,  lookiHg  at 'the  same  time  in  the 
direction  from  whence  the  drift  was  coming.  He 
next  broke  forth  into  a^Iow  monotonous  chant,  and 
keeping  his  eyes  fixed* on  the  grave,  walked  slowly 
round  it  in  the  direction  of  the  sun,  four  or  five 
times,  pausing  at  each  circuit  for  a  few  moments 
at  the  head,  his  song  contmuing  uninterrupted.  At 
"the  expiration  of  about  eight  minutes. hp. stopped, 
and  turhii^  suddenly  round,  to  me,  exclaimed, 
'<  Tak-ba,"  (that  *s  enough)  and  began -walking  back 
to-the  ship.'. 

1  now  sent  Sheega  and  her  father  home,  well 
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clothed,  and  in  good  case.  They  had  been  IcHig 
enough  with  me  to  make  them  wish  to  continue  en- 
tirely, not  at  all  liking  to  exchange  a  warm  cabin  for 
a  wretched  snow  hut.  The  week  they  had  pused 
on  board  was  sufficient  time  to  have  gained  them  the 
esteem  of  every  one,  for  they  were  the  most  quiet 
inofiensive  beings  I  had  ever  met  with  ;  and  to  their 
infinite  credit,  never  once  begged  any  thing. 

From  several  people  who  walked  down,  we  heard, 
with  great  regret,  of  the  death  of  an  uncommonly 
fine  young  man,  named  Ndo-gldo,  an  adopted  son  to 
old  Toolemak. 

On  the  Slst  I  went  to  Igloolik,  where  I  found 
most  of  the  invalids  fast  recovering.  As  Pekooya's 
grave  was  near,  and  there  were  several  reports  of 
the  dogs  having  eaten  him,  I  went  to  be  convinced 
{^  the  truth  of  these  stories,  which  were  told  with 
such  unconcern  by  his  countrymen.  I  found  a  few 
loose  slabs  of  snow  lying  over  the  upper  part  of  the 
body,  but  the  legs,  up  to  the  hips,  were  picked  quite 
clean,  the  bowels  were  taken  out,  and  one  foot  had 
been  torn  off;  yet  not  one  of  the  natives,  amongst 
whom  were  an  old  father  and  a  half-grown  brother 
of  the  deceased,  would  take  the  trouble  to  cover  the 
body  again,  and  even  laughed  when  spoken  to  about  it. 
Near  the  grave,  if  such  a  term  might  be  applied  to  so 
insecure  and  rude  a  covering  for  the  dead,  a  spear 
and  line,  with  a  harpoon  head,  a  tin  pot,  some  beads, 
and  other  trifles,  were  placed.  Kaimookhiak's  grave 
was  near  the  man's,  but  since  the  first  attack  of  the 
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dogs,  she  had  been  carefully  covered  with  snow. 
Both  bodies,  however,  were  lying  on  the  side  of  a 
shingle  ridge,  at  about  two  hundred  yards  from  the 
huts ;  and  the  snow  was  so  shallow,  that  one  day's 
strong  thaw  would  leave  them  lying  bare  on  the 
ground  *. 

On  the  4th  I  drove  out  to  see  Ka-gh&,  the  widow 
of  Pekooya,  who,  by  all  accounts,  was  in  a  most 
wretched  state.  I  found  her  in  a  snow  hut  which 
was  indescribably  filthy,  the  roof  broken,  so  that  the 
piercing  wind  rushed  in,  and  with  no  furniture  except 
an  apology  for  a  skin,  on  which  the  miserable  woman 
was  lying.  She  appeared  forsaken  and  left  by  her 
countrymen  to  die,  and  I  have  every  reason  to  believe, 
from  the  ragged  and  nasty  state  of  her  only  dress, 
that  she  must  have  been  robbed  as  soon  as  her  hus- 
band died,  in  the  same  inhuman  manner  as  the 
Greenland  widows  are,  according  to  Crantz.  I  shall 
never  forget  the  piteous  state  and  squalid  looks  of 
this  deserted  woman ;  but  I  cannot  describe  my 
astonishment,  when,  on  producing  blankets  and 
skins  to  wrap  her  in,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
her  on  board  to  be  recovered,  she  turned  to  me  and 
demanded  what  I  would  pay  her  for  her  trouble  ! ! 
Yet  this  woman  must  have  been  actually  frozen  to 
death,  had  one  more  than  usually  cold  night  set  in, 
and  at  all  events,  a  few  days  would  have  put  an  end 
to  her  miseries.     Such  is  the  covetousness  naturally 

•  'Fbis  was  afterwards  the  case,  and  the  bodies  were  nearly 
picked  clean  of  the  flesh  as  soon  as  discoTcred  by  the  dogs, 

C  C 
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so  observable  in  the  EskimauXi  and  which  we  had 
increased  by  our  indiscriminate  presents  to  them.  I 
however  determined  on  taking  the  wretched  creature 
on  board,  whether  she  consented  or  not,  and  I  took, 
as  her  companion,  AlOw-khloo,  a  boy  of  about  thirteen, 
brother  to  her  late  husband,  and  who  also  was  very 
unwell.  Both  my  patients  were  lodged  in  one  cor- 
ner of  my  cabin,  and  stripped  of  their  clothes,  which 
were  exchanged  for  warm  bedding. 

5th,  My  patients  having  been  settled  by  a  nightie 
rest  and  a  good  washing,  i  learnt  from  the  medical 
men,  that  the  woman's  only  complaint  was  excessive 
debility  from  long  neglect  and  want  of  clothing.  Tlie 
boy  suffered  from  pains  in  his  joints  and  loins,  brought 
on  probably  by  the  same  means. 

I  however  found  that  Kagha  laboured  under  aa 
infirmity  which  was  incurable,  that  of  a  most  sulky 
unhappy  disposition,  but  whether  from  her  natural 
temper,  or  in  consequence  of  her  peculiarly  unhaf^y 
situation,  I  am  uncertain.  At  all  events  she  would 
do  nothing  she  was  told,  was  dissatisfied  with  every 
attention  paid  her,  and  whenever  she  volunteered 
to  speak,  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  complaining  that 
I  had  not  treated  her  like  the  other  sick  persons, 
having  given  her  neither  shirts,  knives,  nor  beads. 
The  boy  made  a  grand  struggle  for  preserved  meat 
instead  of  walrus,  and  as  he  saw  the  woman  receive 
it,  he  was  stanch  until  subdued  by  hunger.  Both 
refused  any  other  kind  of  European  food,  although 
they  had  been  brought  from  a  state  of  starvation  into 


KAGHA.  387 

%  region  of  plenty ;  and  I  even  detected  the  lady  in 
throwing  bread,  jelly,  and  biscuit  away,  after  having 
pretended  she  had  eaten  them. 

The  5th  was  fine,  and  snow  was  observed  to  thaw 
on  some  black  painty  under  the  rays  of  the  meridian 
sun.  Captain  Parry  went  out  and  buried  Pekooya, 
whose  aged  parents  appeared  thankful  for  this  mark 
of  attention,  or  rather  perhaps  for  a  warpi  jacket 
which  each  received. 

On  the  6th  a  very  convenient  hospital  was  finished 
ilongside  the  Fury,  and  Captain  Parry  received  into 
it  Inndokkhtoo,  who  was  dangerously  ill  with  an  in- 
flammation of  the  bowels,  and  his  family.  During 
the  forenoon  we  witnessed,  although  in  a  more  faint 
degree,  the  same  kind  of  extraordinary  arch  in  the 
heavens,  as  that  which  had  happened  in  the  spring 
at  Winter  Island.  Tlie  legs  in  this  instance  were 
planted  east  and  west. 

It  would  be  uninteresting  to  give  a  diurnal  account 
o£  Kagha,  of  whom  it  is  sufficient  to  say,  that  after 
the  first  day  (^  her  arrival  on  board,  she  was  quite 
kee  from  pain,  could  sit  up,  and  was  cleaned  ;  but 
ihe  behaved  so  ill  that  I  had  not  a  moment's  peace : 
she  paid  so  little  attention  to  decency,  that  my  cabin 
was  disgusting  to  all  who  entered  it ;  and  as  I  had 
fco  sleep  and  take  my  meals  th^^,  my  situation  may 
be  easily  conceived.  She  talked"  with  so  much  un- 
concern c^  the  dogs  eating  her  husband,  as  quite  to 
do  away  wkh  my  first  opinion,  that  her  extracnrdinary 
humour  was  caused  by  excesidve  grief. 

c  c  2 
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On  the  10th,  Mr.  M*Laren,  whose  patience  had 
been  as  much  tried  as  mine,  assured  me  that  Kagha 
was,  and  had  been  all  along,  free  from  any  complaint 
but  weakness  and  ill-humour ;  and  my  cabin  having 
become  a  nuisance  to  the  ship,  I  determined  on  send- 
ing her  home,  or  more  properly,  to  the  house  of  a 
man  who  promised  to  receive  her  as  the  sister  of  his 
wife,  but,  most  probably,  in  hopes  of  a  present  from 
me.  I  clothed  her  in  two  new  warm  suits,  and  also 
gave  her  a  blanket  and  a  wolf  skin  coverlet ;  but  she 
objected  to  her  outer  coat,  because  it  was  of  warm  and 
thick  woollen  instead  of  deer  skin,  and  complained 
that  I  gave  her  but  one  blanket.  The  grand  cause 
of  discontent  was  still  that  I  had  given  her  no  beads, 
and  before  she  left  my  cabin  she  stole  a  knife,  which 
I  afterwards  found  on  her ;  thus,  behaving  from  the 
first  with  the  most  admirable  consistency,  and  never 
for  one  moment  allowing  any  one  to  hold  a  more  fa- 
vourable opinion  of  her  than  was  formed  at  my  inter- 
view in  her  hut. 

Ooyarro  came  to  see, me  after  a  very  long  absence, 
and  the  savage  expressed  not  the  least  concern  about 
the  fate  of  his  wife,  whom  he  had  so  unfeelingly  left 
to  die.  From  him  I  learnt  that  the  distant  £ski- 
maux  had  been  very  successful  in  the  capture  of 
seals,  most  of  which  were  with  young,  and  I  pro- 
cured some  of  the  foetuses  on  account  of  their  beau- 
tiful skins.  Three  bears  had  been  recently  killed, 
and  the  heads  of  two,  which  I  obtained,  were  of  a 
terrific  size  ;  the  third  was  a  young  one. 
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•  Captain  Parry  was  on  this  day  obliged  to  banish 
two  of  bis  patients,  for  his  number  had  been  in- 
creased, on  account  of  their  discontent  and  ill  con- 
duct. Their  chief  ground  of  complaint  was  in 
being  limited  to  5  lb.  of  walrus  flesh  per  diem.  '  The 
wife  of  one  of  these  people  exhibited  a  fine  example 
of  feeling  while  her  husband  was  confined  to  his  bed 
by  a  severe  wound  in  the  leg ;  she  came  twice  to  the 
ships,  and  did  not  once  ask  after  him. 

On  the  l6th  the  weather  which  had  for  some 
days  been  exceedingly  mild,  took  a  sudden  change, 
and  ix)  an  hour  or  two  the  thermometer  fell  to  35^ 
and  40\ 

As. a  convincing  proof  of  the  flourishing  state  of 
the  natives,  a  seal  was  sold  to  me  for  a  knife. 

I  observed,  even  while  the  temperature  in  the 
shade  was  35**  below  zero,  that  fine  powder  of  snow 
melted  under  the  influence  of  the  sun,  when  sprinkled 
on  a  stick  covered  with  soot ;  thus  making  a  differ- 
ence of  temperature,  existing  at  the  same  time,  as 
great  as  67^  and  upwards. 

On  the  21st  Captain  Parry  was  induced,  from  the 
state  in  which  he  had  found  Kagha  on  the  preceding 
day,  to  send  for  her  to. the  hospital.  It  appeared  that 
she  was  closed  up,  and  alone  in  a  small  snow  hut : 
a  single  wick  of  her  lamp  was  burning,  and  her  long 
hair  was  frozen  to  her  bed-place  in  a  quantity  of 
blood  which  she  had  been  spitting.  On  extricating 
the  poor  wretch  from  the  hut,  she  was  found  in  a 
state  of  filthiness  and  misery  not  to  be  described ; 
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and  on  her  arriyal  at  the  hospital,  it  was  found  requi- 
site to  shave  her  head,  her  hair  being  covered  with 
vermin  liteirally  an  inch  deep.  After  being  made  as 
comfortable  as  her  exhausted  state  would  permit,  she 
passed  a  restless  night ;  yet  was  sensible,  and  took  a 
little  nourishment. 

On  the  ^2d  she  died.  On  dissection,  the  medical 
men  found  no  signs  of  any  internal  complaint ;  her 
lungs  were  healthy,  but  from  the  state  of  her  sto- 
mach,  not  a  doubt  was  entertained  of  her  having  ac- 
tually died  of  starvation.  A  most  extraordinary  and 
inexplicabte  decay  had  been  going  forward  in  her 
mouth,  for  the  lower  jaw  was  quite  destroyed,  black, 
and  carious,  and  not  a  single  tooth  remained  in  it. 
When  she  left  me,  her  gums  were  healthy  and  her 
teeth  white,  and  even  handsome,  yet  this  wonderful 
change  had  taken  place  in  ten  days.  There  were 
no  symptoms  of  scurvy,  and  the  face  outwardly  was 
uninjured.  She  had  left  me  pretty  well  in  flesh,  and 
able  to  walk,  but  was  now  the  most  complete  skele- 
ton I  ever  saw.  The  circumstances  attending  her 
fate  were  really  shocking  to  humanity,  and  were  not 
known  until  it  was  too  late  to  remedy  them.  From 
the  state  in  which  Captain  P&rry  found  her,  it  was  evi- 
dent, that  had  food  been  supplied  her,  she  could  not 
have  cooked  it,  or  even  helped  herself;  and  not  one 
of  her  tribe  even  went  near  her*  Her  nominal  sister 
lived  within  a  few  feet  of  her ;  the  father,  mother,  and 
young  brotlier  of  her  deceased  husband,  were  also 
at  hand ;  yet  not  a  soul  of  these  ever  went  into  her 
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hut^  but  left  I^r  a$  a  coAdemned  being,  to  be  starved 
to  death  in  the  midst  of  plenty.  The  same,  no  doubt, 
would  have  been  the  case  with  any  other  unprotected 
widow. 

Kagha's  dead  body  lay  two  days  tinburied,  in 
order  to  give  her  friends  an  opportunity  of  asking 
about  her ;  but  not  a  friend  was  found,  not  one  man, 
woman,  or  child  inquired  after  her,  and  I  firmly  be^ 
lieve  none  even  knew  where  she  was  buried.  N6sh-y&, 
the  woman  who  at  first  had  acknowledged  herself 
sister  to  the  deceased,  now  denied  it,  and  treated  the 
whole  story  as  a  very  good  joke,  and  the  Kabloonas 
as  a  set  of  fools. 

On  the  95th,  a  man  stole  a  knife,  or,  properly 
speaking,  confessed  having  stolen  one  on  the  pre- 
ceding day,  and  I  accordingly  consigned  him  to  our 
coal-hole,  where  I  kept  him  in  dumnce  for  some 
hours.  His  countrymen  who  were  on  board  seemed 
to  care  little  about  this,  and  even  laughed  when  I 
said  I  purposed  killing  him.  When  they  went  away, 
some  of  our  officers,  who  did  not  know  what  had 
happened,  met  them  on  the  ice,  and  were  told,  un- 
concernedly, '^  that  Khiap-k&  had  stolen  a  knife,  and 
that  Lyon  had  put  bim  into  a  black  place  and  cut 
his  throat."  I  verily  think  that  had  I  actually  done 
so,  no  one,  except  his  old  mother,  would  have  been 
afflicted.  On  the  following  day  my  offender  brought 
the  knife  from  the  huts,  and  came,  attended  by  aa- 
other  man  who  walked  before  him  up  the  ladder, 
carrying  the  weapon  in  his  hand.  His  procuring  an 
assistant  was,  as  I  soon  found,  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
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taining  presents,  the  thief  observing  that  I  ought  to 
give  him  something  for  returning  the  knifie,  and  his 
companion  declaring  that  he  also  had  a  claim  on  mj 
generosity  **  for  having  carried  the  stolen  goods." 

On  the  28th  9  the  two  wolves,  which  now  so  rarely 
visited  us,  came  very  near  the  ship,  and  all  my. dogs 
gave  them  chase :  the  old  and  wise  were  easily  re- 
called, but  a  couple  of  spirited  young  animals  con- 
tinued the  pursuit  until  we  could  no  longer  see  them. 
In  about  two  hours*  however,  both  returned  uahurt. 
This  circumstance  I  have  mentioned  as  tending  to 
destroy  our  opinions,  founded  on  former  observa- 
tions, and  above  all,  on  the  accounts  of  the  Eski- 
mau^,  that  their  dogs,  although  fearless  when  op- 
posed to  a  bear,  will  not  venture  in  any  number  to 
attack  a  single  wolf.  My  favourites,  on  returning, 
were  in  the  highest  spirits,  and  apparent  anxiety 
for  another  run ;  indeed  we  had  some  difficulty  in 
preventing  their  going  off  again  in  the  wolf  tracks. 

8th.  Our  weather  for  some  days  past  had  been 
beautiful,  but  like  many  lovely  objects  in  a  better 
country,  was  very  frigid  towards  us  sea-faring  people. 
The  Eskimaux  were  now  in  such  good  condition, 
that  there  was  little  probability  of  their  being  in. any 
serious  distress  for  food,  until  the  next,  season  of 
darkness. 

On  the  13th  I  obtained  what  even  the  unobserv- 
ing  natives  considered  a  curiosity,  a  young  walrus 
head  having  three  tusks  instead  of  the  usual  number, 
two.  On  the  left  side  were  two  nearly  of  an.  equal 
length,  one  being  one  inch  and  a  half,  and  the  other 
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two  inches  and  a  half  in  length ; .  that  on  the  oppo- 
site side  was  two  inches  long.  The  size  of  the  tusks 
quite  did  away  with  the  idea  of  one  of  them  being  a 
milk  toothy  although  on  the  double  side  there  was 
still  but  one  socket  for  both. 

On  the  22d  a  very  perceptible  thaw  began  to  dis- 
play itself  daily,  in  melting  such  light  coats  of  snow 
as  lay  on  dark  parts  of  the  ship,  and  exposed  to  the 
full  glare  of  the  noon-day  sun.  We  now  also  ob- 
served that  the  small  kind  of  sea-lice,  which  had  been 
so  abundant  during  the  whole  winter  in  the  fire-hole 
alongside  the  Fury,  were  equally  numerous  at  the 
Hecla's ;  while,  by  some  extraordinary  arrangement, 
they  entirely  forsook  their  former  quarters.  We  ac- 
counted for  our  not  having  had  them  before,  by  the 
Fury's  lying  in  five  fathoms  water,  while  we  were  in 
eighteen.  It  may  be  remembered,  that  at  Winter 
Island  these  little  creatures  were  constantly  with  us, 
and  did  us  much  damage  by  eating  our  meat,  when 
we  put  it  down  to  soak. 

We  had  heard  so  much  of  the  prosperity  of  the 
people  at  the  distant  huts  on  the  ice  to  the  north- 
ward, that  I  determined  on  paying  them  a  visit,  and 
I  drove  out,  accompanied  by  G.  Dunn,  my  grand 
assistant  on  these  occasions,  and  a  young  Eskimaux, 
to  show  us  the  road.  We  found  the  settlers,  after  a 
very  bleak  drive,  at  about  twenty  miles  to  the  N.  of 
Igloolik  huts,  and  established  on  the  sea  ice,  from 
which  their  six.  little  snow  huts  could  not  be  distin- 
guished at  above  the  distance  of  half  a  mile.  The 
party  consisted  of  twenty-eight  persons.     Here,  as 
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afc  our  village  on  the  islandt  j^enty  broi^ht  ita  evilg. 
One  young  man  was  recovering  from  a  very  severe 
fit  of  illness,  and  his  brother  bad  recently  fallen  aick. 
I  thought  I  could  not  do  better  for  the  poor  fellow 
than  to  bleed  him,  and  accordingly,  with  my  knife,  I 
took  from  him  about  twenty-four  ounces  of  blood, 
for  which  piece  of  doctoring  I  received  abundant 
thanks,  with  half  an  offer  of  some  liver,  as  a  fee* 
My  patient,  however,  soon  lost  his  good  opinion, 
and  I  believe  looked  on  me  as  little  better  than  his 
murderer,  when  I  strictly  charged  his  mother  to  give 
him  no  meat,  raw  or  boiled,  for  two  whole  days,  but 
to  allow  him  as  much  soup  as  he  could  swallow. 

We  were  cordially  invited  into  the  smallest,  most 
miserable,  and  worst  provided  of  the  huts,  by  a  couple, 
whose  character  at  the  ships  was  eminent  on  the  list 
of  beggars,  but  we  found  them  every  thing  we  could 
wish.  The  family  consisted  of  the  man,  his  wife, 
and  three  children,  two  of  whom  were  half-grown ; 
yet  this  party  were  living  on  a  seat,  whose  breadth 
was  six  feet,  and  its  depth  five.  To  this  space  I  was 
admitted,  and  Dunn  had  exclusive  possession  of  the 
floor  of  the  same  extent,  but  certainly  the  cleanest 
and  best  part  of  the  dwelling.  As  this  was  the  only 
hut  which  was  not  lined  with  seal  skins,  the  water 
dropped  on  us  from  every  part  of  the  roof :  but,  to 
make  up  for  want  of  other  comforts,  our  hosts  paid  us 
the  greatest  and  sincerest  attention  I  ever  received 
from  Eskimaux,  and  by  their  cheerfulness  showed 
how  happy  they  were  in  having  their  hut  preferred 
to  othei*b'.    During  the  time  we  remained  with  them, 
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they  never  once  be^ed^  and  would  have  crammed 
us  with  food,  had  we  been  mclmed  to  receive  it. 
A  lamp  was  given  up  to  me  that  I  might  cook  what 
I  pleased,  and  after  my  own  manner ;  and  we  passed 
a  most  merry  evening.  My  chief  occupation  was 
nursing  a  dirty  little  baby,  with  no  other  clothes  on 
than  the  skin  of  a  fox  as  a  jacket,  and  I  quite  won 
the  heart  of  the  mama,  who  was  an  annatkoka,  by 
singing,  to  her  infant,  **  Bye  baby  bunting,^'  and 
other  nursery  songs.  The  first  ditty  gave  great 
satisfaction  when  I  managed  so  to  translate  it,  as  to 
describe  the  child's  father  going  hunting  for  the  in- 
dividual fox,  of  whose  skin  its  jacket  was  made. 

I  never  slept  so  warmly,  or  in  so  small  and  dirty 
u  space,  as  on  this  night.  A  young  seal  was  my 
pillow,  and  the  burning  lamp  was  within  six  inches 
of  my  nose. 

On  taking  my  departure,  I  gave  my  host  an  in- 
vitation to  return  my  visit  as  soon  as  he  chose,  and 
we  followed  the  same  tract  by  which  we  had  gone 

out. 

When  we  arrived  on  board,  we  found  that  two 
sledges  had  arrived  from  Pingitkalik.  Young  Too- 
looak,  of  eating  celebrity,  being  one  of  the  visitors, 
Captain  Parry  gave  him  as  much  food  as  he  could 
devour,  and  on  the  following  morning  his  account 
stood  as  per  margin*.     TThe  raw  spirits  and  grog 

*  Solids^  10  lbs.  4  oz.  Water^  one  gallon  one  pint«  Soup,  one 
pint  and  a  quarter.  Raw  spirits  three  glasses  and  a  half.  Grog, 
strong,  one  tumbler  !  This  in  twenty-one  hours,  eight  of  which 
were  passed  in  bleep. 
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were  given  ixi  him  within  half  an  hour,  on.  board. the 
Hecia,  but  had  no  more  effect  on  him  than,  the  same 
quantity  of  water  would  have  had  on  an  European. 

Captain  Parry  considering  the  present  a  good  op- 
portunity of  going  to  see  Pingitkalik,  accompanied 
the  natives  home.  He  returned  on  the  4>th,  and 
gave  a  favourable  account  of  his  reception.  The 
establishment  is  about  twenty  miles  to  the  southward 
of  Igloolik,  and  near  it  at  about  two  miles,  is  the  line 
of  open  water  in  which  the  men  kill  the  walruses. 

In  the  afternoon,  Kan-g&-ra,  in  whose  hut  we 
had  been  so  well  treated  on  the  night  of  the  Ist, 
paid  me  a  visit.  I  was  well  aware  that  after  I  had 
given  him  some  useful  presents,  abundant  feeding 
would  be  the  most  kindly  received  attention,  and  I 
accordingly  pitted  him  against  young  Toolooak.  He 
commenced  at  1  p.  m.,  and  by  8  a.  m.  on  the  day 
following,  had  expended  as  per  margin*.     Of  the 

*  SOLIDS. 

Bread-das t  and  train  oil 
Walrus  flesh,  boiled       -         -         - 
Seal  and  bread  -         -         .* 

Two  candles         -         .         -         - 
Bread  and  butter  ... 

Total 

FLUIDS. 

Rich  walrus  soup    .... 
Water  above  -         -         -         - 


lb. 
1 

OS. 

10 

7 

1 

1 

0 

0 

3 

0 

I 

9 

15 

( 

quarts 
2 

Total         6  qaarts 
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^en  hours  during  which  my  friend  remained  on 
rd,  he  slept  eight,  without  once  waking  or  tujn- 
Toolooak  drank  about  the  same  quantity  of 
Is,  but  exceeded  in  solids  by  five  ounces.     It 
(t,  however,  be  remembered,  that  he  had '  two 
rs  more  time  than  my  man,  who  would  in  the 
e  period  have  beaten  him  hollow* 
iVinter  was  now  decidedly  giving  way  to  spring. 
e  sun  thawed  a  little  snow  every  day,  and  some- 
es  even  caused  puddles  of  water  on  the  dirt  along- 
i.     Our  officers  and  people  had  for  some  days 
t  amused  themselves  by  playing  at  cricket  and 
t-ball,  and  some  very  lively  matches  took  place, 
lough  as  many  tumbles  were  made  as  notches  run. 
the  course  of  the  last  two  months,  some  of  the 
cers  of  each  ship  had  been  more  or  less  attacked 
scurvy,  but  a  timely  administration  of  antiscor- 
;ics  had  now  cured  them  all.     It  appears  some- 
at  remarkable,  that  the  officers  idone  should  have 
m  thus  affected ;  but  some  reason  may  be  assigned 

the  excellent  health  of  the  men,  who  were  daily 
liged  to  take  regular  exercise,  who  had  no  salt 
)visions,  and  who  were  carefully  examined  twice  a 
y  to  see  if  they  were  sufficiently  clothed.  The 
icers,  on  the  other  hand,  only  took  exercise  as  in- 
nation  led  them.  Careless  of  exposing  themselves, 
3y  frequently  left  a  wiarm  cabin  to  go  lightly  clothed 

deck,  and  all  their  stock  of  extra  provisions  was 
cessarily  salt,  such  as  butter,  hams,  tongues,  &c. 
An  excellent  allowance  of  fresh   Dohkins's  meat 
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was  issued  for  all,  with  pickles,  lemon-jnioe,  spruce, 
and  other  beer  besides,  so  that  fresh  food  formed 
the  chief  messes:  We  also  reared  mustard  and  cress 
until  the  1st  of  April,  which  gave  sometimes  two  or 
three  ounces  to  every  man  at  one  cutting.  In  some- 
what above  four  months  I7S  lbs.  were  grown.  In 
boxes  round  my  stove  I  procured  14  lbs.  for  my  own 
and  my  servant's  consumption,  and  at  the  same  time 
dmved  amusement  from  attending  to  my  little  gar- 
den. Perhaps  it  is  needless  to  say  that  v^etables 
thus  grown  in  the  dark  are  of  a  light  yellow  colour, 
and  throw  out  but  two  little  leaves,  after  which  they 
run  to  stalk  until  three  or  four  inches  high,  and  then 
fiide  away. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  I  sent  a  coujde 
of  men  to  dig  up  the  little  child  we  had  buried  in  the 
snow,  in  January,  and  it  was  sunk  with  proper  weights 
in  our  fire-hole,  without  any  one  being  the  wiser.  I 
deemed  this  requisite,  lest  the  generd  thaw,  which 
was  soon  expected,  should  leave  the  poor  litde  crea- 
ture a  prey  to  wolves  and  dogs. 

On  the  15th,  Mr.  Alexander  Elder;  Greenland 
mate  of  the  Hecla,  departed  this  life,  afler  a  con- 
finement of  a  few  days.  His  complaint  was  a  con- 
firmed dropsy,  which  had  considerably  swelled  his 
whole  body  and  limbs,  and  the  poor  man  suffered 
continued  and  severe  pain,  from  the  oppression  in 
his  chest,  which,  on  examination  afier  death,  was 
found  to  contain  six  pints  of  water.  During  both 
winters  be  had   been    subject  to   disoixlers   in   the 


HIS  FUNEXAL.  9M 

ireast  and  side,  and  for  some  time  past  had  been 
n  a  great  measure  under  the  eye  of  the  surgeon, 
rhe  deceased  had  been  leading  man  with  Captain 
Parry  on  Captain  Ross's  voyage,  and  for  his  good 
conduct  had  been  made  mate  of  the  Griper  on  the 
ast  expedition.  Now  having  overcome  the  second 
winter  of  a  third  voyage,  the  poor  fellow  was  fiited 
:o  breathe  his  last  at  Igloolik.  He  was  a  thorough 
;ood  steady  seaman,  and  solely  by  his  own  merit  had 
risen  to  the  station  which  he  filled  at  the  time  of  his 
leath. 

During  the  16th,  a  party  were  employed  digging 
I  grave,  but  after  many  hours'  labour,  and  breaking 
;;en  pickaxes,  were  unable,  on  aocouat  of  the  frozen 
state  of  the  earth,  to  penetrate  deeper  than  three  feet. 

On  the  forenoon  of  the  17th,  die  officers  and 
Drews  of  both  ships  attended  the  remains  of  thetr 
ieceased  comrade  to  the  graven  and  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Fisher  being  confined  by  illness^  Captain  Parry,  as 
senior  officer  and  patron  of  the  defunct,  read  the 
funeral  service.  Two  volleys  were  fired  over  the 
^ve,  and  we  returned  on  board  amidst  clouds  of 
mow,  which  were  flying  under  the  influence  of  the 
most  severe  northerly  gale  we  had  experienced 
during  the  winter. 

On  the  20th,  after  chureh.  Captain  Parry  made 
known  to  the  officers  and  men  his  future  intentions 
with  regard  to  the  expedition,  which  we  had  arranged 
during  the  winter  months,  on  a  plan  proposed  by 
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Captain  Parry  himself,  and  in  which  I  fully  agreed 
with  him. 

It  was  evident  that,  should  the  ships  remain  out 
this  coming  summer,  should  they  make  any  progress, 
and  pass  a  third  winter,  their  provision  would  be  so 
nearly  consumed,  that  but  a  small  quantity  would 
remain  for  the  passage  home ;  and  if  (as  there  was 
a  possibility)  we  should  in  returning  be  detained, 
we  must  of  necessity  pass  another  winter  without 
sustenance.  With  these  arguments  before  us,  it  was 
resolved  that,  although  both  ships  could  not  remain 
out,  yet  one  by  receiving  a  year's  provisions  from 
the  other,  might  do  so;  and  accordingly  Captain 
Parry  determined  on  completing  the  Fury  from  us, 
and  making  another  attempt  in  the  summer,  while 
the  Hecla,  with  sufficient  provisions  for  the  passage, 
should  make  the  best  of  her  way  home.  Little  or 
no  hopes  could  be  entertained  of  any  passage  being 
found  to  the  westward,  otherwise  than  by  the  strait 
w^hich  we  found  so  firmly  closed  with  ice ;  but  it  was 
to  be  hoped  that  some  interesting  additions  might  be 
made  to  the  geography  of  these  dreary  regions,  by 
attempting  a  passage  to  the  northward  or  eastward, 
in  hopes  of  finding  an  outlet  to  Lancaster  Sound, 
or  Prince  Regent's  Inlet.  Circumstances,  however, 
were  to  guide  Captain  Parry  in  his  intended  route, 
and  he  nobly  resolved  that  while  the  means  were 
afforded  him  he  would  persevere  in  his  arduous 
undertaking;     and    thus    repel    any    future    idea, 
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that  while  British  ships  and  seamen  were  on  the 
spot  they  n^lected  the  slightest  opportunity  of 
adding  to  the  knowledge  already  obtained  of  these 
countries. 

Arrangements  were  accordingly  made  for  sending 
stores  and  provisions  from  the  Hecla,  and  we  began 
our  work  on  the  morning  of  the  21st,  trusting  for 
the  carriage  entirely  to  our  two  excellent  teams  of 
dogs  and  sledges.  As  a  specimen  of  what  these 
useful  creatures  can  do,  I  took  the  trouble  to  time  my 
dogs  when  carrying  a  load  of  l6l  1  lbs.  There  were 
nine  of  them  to  draw  this,  and  they  reached  the  Fury, 
distant  17^0  yards,  in  as  many  minutes ! 

At  dawn  on  the  S2nd,  two  grouse  pitched  on  our 
dirt  heap,  but  were  soon  frightened  away  again.  This 
day  I  admitted  daylight  at  the  stem  windows,  which 
showed  my  gloomy  sooty  cabin  to  no  great  advantage, 
and  no  less  than  ten  buckets  of  ice  were  taken  from 
the  sashes  and  out  of  the  stem  lockers,  from  which 
latter  my  spare  flannels  and  some  instmments  were 
only  liberated  by  chopping.    . 

On  St.  George's  day  both  the  ships  were  dressed 
in  flags,  and  at  1  p.  m.  we  fired  a  royal  salute,  in 
honour  of  his  majesty's  birthday.  Our  guns  were 
arranged  in  a  little  battery  alongside,  as  it  would  not 
have  been  pradent  to  have  fired  them  on  board  while 
the  ships  were.so  firmly  sealed  up  in  the  ice.  A  large 
party  of  natives  were  invited  down,  as  we  were  in 
hopes  that  so  novel  a  display- might  make  some  im- 
pression on  them,  and  by  giving  them  something  to 

D  D 
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tdk  of,  be  the  means  of  keeping  np  a  remembrance 
of  us  at  some  future  time.  Three  or  four  hSy,  yaws, 
were  however  the  sum  total  of  their  remarks,  and 
before  the  salute  was  fired,  the  whole  party  became 
tured  of  it,  although  none  of  them  had  ever  before 
heard  a  great  gun  or  seen  a  fli^.  I  led  an  old 
woman  to  the  side  of  one  of  our  24«-pounder-car- 
ronades,  and  entered  mto  eonyersation  with  her, 
when  I  observed  that  at  the  explosi<m  she  did  not 
even  wink  her  eyes,  but  very  earnestly  continued  a 
long  story  about  a  pair  of  boots  for  which  some  of 
our  people  had  not  contented  her.  A  second  report 
caused  one  of  our  snow  washing-houses  to  fidl  in,  on 
which  the  good  lady  uttered  her  hey-yaw,  as  if  it  was 
the  most  curious  part  of  the  ceremony.  Todtemak 
had  been  expected  with  his  fomily;  but  did  not 
arrive,  although  he  had  threatened  to  bring  his  gun, 
in  hopes  that  he  might  find  some  g£  onr  powder  after 
it  had  been  fired  out  of  the  guns ;  for  he  complained 
sadly,  that  in  the  event  of  birds  flying  near,  he  had 
no  ammunition  to  kill  them. 

We  were  all  much  distressed  by  hearing  of  the 
death  of  poor  Innodk-khioo,  who  having  again  fallen 
ill  after  his  removal  from  the  Fury's  hosfHtal,  died 
on  the  20th  at  Pingitkalik.  This  man,  the  elder 
brother  to  Noogloo,  whose  death  I  mentioned  in  the 
winter,  was  confessedly  the  chief  and  boldest  hunter 
of  the  tribe,  supporting  by  his  own  exertions  a  nu- 
merous family  of  relatives. 

On  the  afternoon  of  this  day  we  finished  cutting  a 
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trench  round  the  diips,  in  order  to  admit  of  the 
carpenter's  caulking  and  smoothing  her  bottom »  for 
a  few  streaks,  as  her  krboard  mde  was  rubbed  as 
nnigh  as  the  husk  of  a  cocoa  nnt,  by  the  squeezes  she 
received  on  her  passage  frmn  Winter  Island.  It  is  a 
singular  thing  to  see  about  four  or  five  feet  of  a  ship's 
bottom  below  the  water  line,  and  while  standing  in 
the  trench,  to  have  the  water  in  the  fire4iole,  from 
which  you  are  divided  by  a  thin  ice  wall  on  a  level 
with  your  breast 

On  the  Sod  May,  I  was  infonased  by  Captain  Bury 
of  a  singular  circumstance.  A  conple  of  bis  officeni, 
while  walking  to  the  huts  againsfc  a  strong  sea  breeze^ 
in  a  temperature  of  12°.,  obsorved  their  faces  to  be 
coated  with  white  and  very  bitter  salt,  which  shows 
how  strongly  the  atmosphere,  even  at  this  low  tem« 
perature,  must  be  impregnated  with  saline  particles. 

The  first  general  thaw  took  place  on  the  4th  May, 
the  thermometer  rising  to  3°.  above  the  freeiing 
point :  two  hundred  and  thirty-four  days  had  now 
passed  since  it  had  be^i  so  high  in  the  shade }  In  the 
evening  Toolemak  rolled  very  jovially  into  my  cabin, 
telling  me,  that  havmg  drank  four  glasses  of  ^  hot 
water''  at  the  Fury,  he  was  come  to  do  the  same  with 
me.  He  was  immediately  accommodated,  and  to^ 
gether  with  what  he  obtained  from  the  officers,  as 
well  as  m3rself,  in  about  ten  minutes  gulped  down 
five  glasses  and  a  half  more  of  raw  rum,  which  he- 
designated  as  above.  Nine  glasses  and  a  half  of 
spirits  were,  however,  too  much  for  him,  and  in  a 
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short  time  he  became  most  noisily  dnmk.  Mr.  Fife, 
who  had  been  a  little  unwell  in  his  stomach,  quite 
delighted  the  old  fellow  by  askir^  his  asaistance  as  a 
conjuror,  and  being  shut  up  in  a  darkened  cabin,  he 
made  the  ship  echo  with  his  bellowings  and  exordimis. 
All  his  familiar  spirits  were  summoned  in  a  bunch, 
and  I  could  not  but  observe  that  the  sage  immortals 
were  as  drunk  as  the  potent  annatko,  who  constrained 
them  to  answer  for  themselves.  In  fact,  poor  Too- 
lemak  was  so  overcome,  and  at  the  same  time  so  little 
aware  of  it,  that  he  made  some  curious  mistakes,  and 
betrayed  all  the  secrets  of  his  art,  which  I  had  in 
vain  tried  to  learn  from  him  in  his  sober  moments. 
I  found  that  his  diving  or  retiring  voice  was,  as  I  had 
before  suspected,  regulated  entirely  by  speaking  in 
his  hands,  and  gradually  covering  his  face  with  his 
jacket,  until  the  tones  were  rendered  indistinct  and 
ultimately  smothered.  He  made  but  an  indiflferent 
dive,  yet  when  I  spoke  to  him,  as  I  sat  by  his  side, 
he  assured  me  he  was  under  the  earth,  and  that 
not  Toolemak,  but  his  favourite  spirit  Pamiooli,  was 
now  talking  with  me.  While  the  conjurations  were 
going  forward,  which  lasted  about  half  an  hour,  he 
frequently  slapped  Mr.  Fife's  stomach,  and  the  latter 
being  a  very  fat  man,  the  hollow  reverberation  added 
not  a  little  to  the  oddness  of  the  ceremonies,  for  at 
each  beating  our  annatko,  in  an  authoritative  voice, 
commanded  the  pain  to  leave  him. 

Our  friend  committed  a  thousand  good-humoured 
extravagancies  on  being  led  back  to  my  cabin,  where 
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he  was  carefully  laid  on  a  couch  of  skins.  His  own 
voice  having  entirely  left  him,  he  did  nothing  but 
chant  in  the  tones  of  Tomga,  no  doubt  fancying 
himself  highly  inspired.  An  occasional  outcry  for 
something  to  eat  was  immediately  succeeded  by  his 
fyiing  on  whatever  wood  was  at  hand,  and  biting  it 
deeply  with  his  short  and  strong  teeth.  One  of  the 
officer's  doors  was  quite  disfigured  by  these  starts  of 
frenzy.  I  never  indeed  saw  a  drunken  man  more 
good-humoured,  and  he  chanted  out  his  terms  of 
friendship  to  all  around  him,  while  to  myself  he  occa- 
sionally turned  with  great  gravity,  saying  that  I  was 
his  son,  and  as  weU  as  himself  was  a  great  annatko. 
All  t^ese  exertions  made  him  so  thirsty,  that  the 
most  wonderful  exhibition  yet  remained,  which  was, 
that  as  fast  as  he  could  be  supplied,  he  drank  eleven 
pints  and  one  gill  of  water !  At  each  tumbler  full, 
and  they  amounted  to  seventeen^  he  proudly  patted 
his  belly,  exclaiming  Annatko  ooanga  (I'm  a  con- 
juror), which  no  one  could  now  for  a  moment  doubt. 
When  absolutely  filled  to  the  throat,  and  unable  to 
pour  down  any  more,  his  countenance  fell,  and  in  a 
desponding  tone  he  two  or  three  times  beat  his  breast, 
and  acknowledged  himself  vanquished :  *M  'm  no 
conjuror,  I  can  drink  no  more.''  Within  ten  minutes 
after  this  hydraulic  exhibition,  we  were  surprised  to 
find  the  wizard  become  nearly  sober,  though  not  at 
all  less  merry,  and  he  walked  to  his  sledge  with  but 
little  assistance,  after  a  few  tumbles  in  some  deep 
snow  which  had  recently  fallen,  and  from  which  he 
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could  not  easily  extricate  himself  for  lauglii^,  even 
when  his  whole  face  was  buried  beneath  it.  It  is 
remarkable  that,  although  this  man  swallowed  sudi 
a  quantity  of  raw  spirits  as  would  hare  killed  m 
Eurc^an,  yet  he  was  not  enough  intoxicated  to  £dl 
asleep,  and  one  hour  was  sufficient  to  deprive  him  of 
the  use  of  his  legs,  and  again  to  set  ham  up  on  them. 
I  sent  out  to  inquire  after  his  hedth  on  the  following 
momingp  and  he  was  found  well  and  merry,  wiOiout 
tiie  slightest  headache  or  aidcness. 

The  temperature  was  daily  shove  the  fireesing 
point  Sot  several  hours,  but  the  weather  was  thi<^ 
and  gloomy  i  a  constant  fidl  of  gmall  snow  raidered 
the  roads  very  soft  and  bad^  and  our  poor  dogs  had 
^Dittch  labour  in  drawing  proviaions,  coals,  &c.  to  the 
Fury.  We  heard  of  several  families  having  removed 
southward  from  Fingitkalik  to  Ooglltt,  a  small  idand, 
on  their  way  to  Amityook.  One  of  our  men,  who 
was  cleaning  a  large  sea-horse  s  head  which  he  luid 
purchased,  found  a  fragment  of  the  tusk  of  another 
deeply  embedded  in  its  nostril  or  blowhole.  It  was 
three  inches  in  length,  and  weighed  an  ounce  and 
a  quarter.  This  was  £rmly  jammed  in,  and  ex- 
tricated with  difficulty,  from  which  some  idea  may 
be  formed  of  the  furious  battles  fought  by  these 
immense  animals. 

Walking  on  shore  on  the  9th,  I  found  a  great 
number  of  caterpillars  crawling  about  on  the  snow, 
and  on  such  4small  spots  of  land  as  lay  bare.  Amongst 
the  few  little  tufts  of  herbage  which  were  exposed,  I 
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{Hcked  about  a  dozen  young  buds  of  the  following 
plants :  cerastium  alpmum,  arenaria  rubella,  saxifraga 
qipootifolia,  andromeda  tetragona,  and  salix  her- 
bacea.  We  had,  in  consequence  of  the  fineness  of 
the  day,  begun  on  this  morning  to  saw  through  th^ 
trench  round  the  ship,  in  order  to  liberate  her,  when 
at  iu)on  she  suddenly  freed  herself,  and  took  two  or 
three  heavy  rolls,  to  the  ^at  aJarm  of  some  natives 
who  were  sitting  in  my  cabin.  '  Our  having  sent  so 
much  provision  to  the  Fury,  allowed  us  to  rise  two 
feet  five  inches  abafl,  and  nine  inches  forward,  so 
that  it  may  be  imagraed  the  sudden  leap  of  so  large 
a  body  as  a  ship^  ta  the  above  bearings  was  like  an 
electric  shocks 

All  our  work  connected  with  the  supply  of  the 
Fury  was  now  over,  and,  with  the  exception  ^  a 
cable,  everything  had  been  carried  by  Captain  Parry's 
and  my  dogs.    Evea  two  anchors,  of  twenty-two  cwt. 
each,  were  drawn  by  these  noble  animals  at  a  quick 
trot.     I  walked  to  Igloolik  this  morning,  and  such 
was  the  sofhiess  of  the  road,  in  consequence  of  two 
days'  fine  weather,  that  I  was  nearly  seven  hours 
going  and  returning.     The  snow  huts  at  the  bone- 
village  were  all  in  ruins.     A  few  short  days,  and 
these  dwellings  w^re  not  to  leave  a  vestige  of  their 
existence,  or  any  tdcen  that  then:  site  had  been  the 
home  of  man ;  that  feasting,  dancing,  singing,  sick- 
ness, pain,  death,  and  mourning,  had  been  seen  and 
heard  during  a  whole  gloomy  winter  under  the  shelter 
of  their  roofs.     Returning  along  some  partially  un- 
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covered  ledges  of  shingle,  I  caught  several  flies  which 
the  warmth  of  the  morning's  sun  had  just  brought 
into  life.  The  poor  little  creatures  were  half  torpid, 
and  hopped  about  on  the  snow  like  insects  whose 
wings  had  been  burnt  in  a  candle. 

A  large  party  came  to  take  leave  on  the  11th  from 
Ooglitt.  They  slept  on  board,  and  informed  us  of 
their  intention  to  wander  down  towards  our  last  winter 
quarters  during  the  approaching  summer.  Dunn, 
whom  I  had  sent  to  purchase  provisions  at  Pingitkalik 
for  my  dogs,  returned  the  same  evening  with  seven 
cwt.  My  team  had  travelled  above  sixty  miles  over 
soft  snow,  and  had  returned  perfectly  fresh !  Large 
flocks  of  ducks  were  seen  by  Dunn  at  sea. 

I  discovered  at  this  period  that  the  women  had  a 
great  dread  of  caterpillars,  for  I  could  persuade  none 
of  them  to  touch  some  which  I  had  spinning  in  a  box. 
The  bare  pretence  of  having  thrown  one  into  the 
jacket  of  a  young  girl  almost  alarmed  her  into  fits. 

The  weather  continued  to  be  extremely  severe. 
Two  seals  were  observed  to  have  risen  on  to  the  ice 
about  half  a  mile  astern,  and  an  Eskimaux,  properiy 
provided  with  wea}>ons,  was  sent  to  surprise  them  as 
they  lay  :  but  after  having  crawled  to  a  considerable 
distance  in  deep  snow,  and  nearly  reached  one,  the 
animals  both  went  down.  The  method  used  by  the 
man  was  to  creep  onwards  as  fast  as  he  could  whenever 
the  seal  reposed  its  head  on  the  snow,  and  to  remain 
quiet  the  instant  the  animal  looked  round  ;  and  such 
was  the  power  of  imitation  in  the  hunter,  that  we 


STEAKGERS.  409 

observed  him  with  our  glasses  to  scrape  with  his  foot, 
shake  and  turn  his  head,  and  indeed  copy  all  the 
motions  of  a  seal  in  the  most  skilful  manner ;  it  is 
no  wonder  therefore  that  these  animals,  whose  sight 
in  the  air  is  very  imperfect,  should  so  often  permit 
their  enemy  to  approach  them  under  the  semblance 
of  a  companion  and  friend. 

On  the  1 6th,  a  party  of  five  women  came  down  to 
cover  an  extremely  neat  kayak,  which  the  carpenter 
had  made  me  from  the  best  Eskitnaiix  models :  five 
well-prepared  seals'  skins  were  sufficient  for  this 
purpose ;  and  her  entire  weight,  when  dry,  was  foity 
pounds.  We  learnt  that  several  bears  had  recently 
been  killed  on  the  northern  ice,  some  by  means  of 
arrows,  others  by  the  usual  way,  with  dogs  and 
spearmen. 

Old  Takkalikkita  came  on  this  day  to  visit  his 
wife's  grave,  and  walked  from  Alugnuk  alone.  It 
was  remarkable  that  this  man  should  not  have  dis- 
continued this  practice,  after  so  long  a  period  had 
elapsed,  and  after  having  taken  two  new  wives,  which 
he  did  within  a  month  after  the  loss  of  his  first ;  but 
from  all  I  could  observe,  there  seemed  to  be  some 
superstitious  ideas  relative  to  his  own  personal  wel- 
fare, rather  than  any  great  love  of  the  departed, 
which  induced  him  to  continue  his  visits. 

Toolemak,  who  invariably  acted  as  master  of  the 
ceremonies  on  all  great  occasions,  brought  three  new 
people  down  with  him  this  morning :  they  had  ar- 
rived a  few  days  before  from  a  place  called  Pi-Hg, 
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mioiy  dBjs  journey  to  the  northward.  They  were 
clean  neat  people,  in  person  as  well  as  dress;  and 
one  of  the  two  women  carried  a  child,  which  was  as 
well  washed  as  most  European  infimts.  The  whole 
party  were  well  clothed  in  fine  deer-skins.  My  worthy 
atata  and  his  good  lady  had  given  the  strangers  fiiD 
instructions  how  and  what  to  b^,  which  they  b^m 
putting  in  force  as  soon  as  I  had  given  them  all 
presents,  and  no  more  appeared  to  be  forthcoming; 
but  I  turned  all  the  party  out  in  a  moment,  to  the 
cfWdent  mortification  of  Toolemak,  who,  I  found,  had 
been  boasting  he  could  make  his  KaUoona  son  pft 
them  whatever  they  wanted. 

On  the  9Sd,  Ang-m&-ldo-tdo-ing-9,  fndow  of 
Innookkhioo,  walked  down  to  the  ships  all  alone,  a 
distance  of  about  fifteen  miles.  Having  slept  on 
board  the  Fury,  and  eaten  all  she  could  get,  she 
came  to  pass  the  next  twenty-four  hours  at  the  Hecla, 
where  she  expected  to  meet  some  of  her  people,  and 
to  be  carried  home  by  them.  While  waiting  the  arrival 
of  her  countrymen,  she  sat  in  my  cabin,  and  I  had 
an  opportunity  of  observing,  that  a  pretty  woman  in 
any  part  of  the  world  is  perfectly  acquainted  with  her 
charms.  As  I  sat  quietly  drawing  at  my  table,  and 
appeared  to  be  taking  no  notice  of  her,  she  walked 
about  my  cabin  until  she  procured  a  good  station 
opposite  my  large  glass,  and  thare  amused  herself 
by  putting  her  features  and  hair  into  the  most  be- 
coming shapes,  smiling  and  placing  her  head  in 
various  pretty  postures,  looking  at  her  teeth  and 
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rubbiiig  them  with  a  pieoe  q£  paper.  But  her  eyes, 
which  yrere  reaUy  very  handsome,  occupied  herdiief 
attettdoD,  and  £or  half  an  hour  the  continued  to 
twinkle  them  in  a  most  amaaing  manner ;  at  length, 
unable  to  contain  her  admiration  any  longer,  she 
turned  round  to  me,  and  exclaimed,  that  her  ^  ej^ 
were  very  pretty  and  good.'' 

Nine  other  Eakimaux  eame  in  the  evening,  and, 
as  usual,  all  the  party  slept  in  my  cabin.  Ooyarra- 
khioo,  and  his  wi&  TabUf,  i^emained  wkh  us  by  a 
general  invitation  until  the  26th»  The  man  had 
some  days  before  been  entirdy  dressed  in  English 
eloiiies,  and  being  taU  and  well  shaped,  made  a  moat 
nespeetafale  figure  in  a  long  and  fashionable  coat, 
tight  grey  pantaloons^  and  a  round  hat,  of  which  he 
was  very  proud.  He  received  at  diftrent  times  fiw 
or  six  white  shirts^  and  these  he  wore  one  over  the 
other,  always  keeping  die  cleanest  outside,  and  the 
oalkr  as  high  as  poss&le  above  his  black  neeludodi. 
His  wife  had  made  him  a  kind  Df  great  coat  of  green 
kaize,  in  imitation  of  our  fdiglish  ones,  and  ocmt 
mented  it  witkiwhka.cnffii  and  edlar«  The  poor 
lellow  therefore  thought  in  good  earnest  that  he  waa 
a  Kabloona,  and  entered  into  all  our  parties  and 
pitfBuits  very  creditably.  Both  himself  and  his  wife 
rwere  naturally  inclined  r  to  be  cleanly  and  well  be- 
kaved,  and  each  possessed  great  information :  from 
the  man  we  obtained  clear  well-told  descriptions  of 
'the  occupations  of  the  .hunters;  while  the  woman 
gave  very  q[>irited  and  amusing  accounts  of  the 
•customs  and  superstitions  of  the  tribe. 
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There  were  two  remsiicable  stories  told  me  by 
Tabbi,  which  I  scarcely  credited,  but  which  Toole- 
mak  instantly  confirmed,  when  I  questioned  him  in 
company  with  Captain  Parry. 

**  Two  years  ago,  some  people  came  from  netr 
Ak-kdo4ee,  and  brought  a  report,  that  during  a  Tery 
grievous  famine  which  had  been  experienced  the 
{^receding  winter,  one  party  of  Eskimaux  had  at- 
tacked, killed,  and  eaten  another  party :  they  sub- 
sisted on  the  flesh  in  a  frozen  state,  but  never  ate  it 
cooked  or  thawed." 

**  Murders  are  frequently  committed  at  Too-noo- 
n^h  and  Okko,  but  never  openly :  the  victim  is 
watched  until  he  sleeps,  and  then  stabbed  in  the 
heart  with  a  panna.  His  brothers  or  male  relatives 
take  no  immediate  notice,  but  watch  quietly  for  thdr 
revenge,  which  it  is  difficult  to  satisfy,  as  the  mur- 
derer never  sleeps  at  night  when  others  rest,  but 
walks  continually  about,  during  which  he  is  in  no 
danger :  when  the  other  people  are  awake,  he  lies 
down  to  sleep,  and  thus  escapes  for  a  great  length  of 
time ;  as  no  murders  are  perpetrated  while  any  one 
is  near  the  devoted  person,  or  while  he  himself  is 
awake/' 

On  the  26th  the  weather,  which  for  some  days 
had  been  very  bad,  became  milder,  and  I  determined 
on  driving  my  visitors  home  to  Aiugnuk.  Mr.  Bird 
and  Dunn  accompanied  me,  in  hopes  that  we  might 
procure  some  ducks.  We  found  about  thirty  natives 
at  the  setdement,  all  very  glad  to  see  us,  and  on 
their  best  behaviour  j    almost  all  of  them  had  fre- 
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qucntly  of  late  been  lodged  by  me,  and  they  again 
hoped  to  get  a  wann  sleep,  and  plenty  to  eat.  As 
I  took  a  tent,  &c.  we  were  quite  independent,  but 
I  believe  we  could  easily  have  procured  house-room 
had  we  wanted  it.  Nannow,  &ther  to  my  last  visitors^ 
and  a  fine, .  respectable  old  man,  was  all  attentioii, 
and  wherever  he  might  be  living  since  his  arrival  at 
Jgloolik,  parties  always  found  him  the  same,  and 
unsolicitous  for  presents. 

The  morning  of  the  27th  was  extremely  fine  and 
clear ;  no  floating  ice  was  seen,  but  one  boundless  and 
shining  space  of  calm  blue  water.  We  procured  a 
few  more  ducks,  and  want  of  ammunition  compelled 
us  to  return.  The  men  in  the  kayaks  considered 
themselves  amply  rewarded  by  receiving  the  skins  of 
the  female  ducks  to  make  jackets  of  for  summer 
wear,  but  the  briUiant  males  we  kept  as  specimens. 
The  fat  attached  to  the  skin  of  these  birds  is  con- 
sidered as  the  highest  luxury  when  sucked  raw  from 
a  newly-killed  bird.  Men,  women,  and  children^ 
seem  so  much  delighted  with  its  taste,  that  the  happy 
one  who  is  in  the  act  of  sucking  the  skin  is  gazed 
upon  by  the  others  with  the  same  wishing  eye  as 
dogs  cast  at  those  who  are  eating.  The  land  about 
Alugnuk  was  very  slightly  uncovered,  and  the  largest 
space  of  bare  shingle  was  just  sufficient  for  the  floor 
of  our  tent.  Ice  for  many  miles  in  extent  had 
broken  off  since  Captain  Parry  went  to  Pingitkalik, 
but  the  open  water  was  still  about  sixteen  milesjfrom 
the  ships. 
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Captain  Parry  8»t  a  party  of  fiiMr  for  tkt  purpam 
of  making  some  staj  near  tbe  loler^  and  borrowed 
our  small  boat  fcnr  tkem^  in  caoMtqwemce  of  tbe 
Fury's  boats  baving,  in  a  moat  sH^uhur  numer, 
sank  during  tbe  winter  bdow  the  upper  suHbce  af 
tbe  sea  iee  on  which  tbey  had  been  pfau^edy  and  tbej 
were  now  solidly  fixed  and  full  of  water.  Several 
natives  came  over  the  island  fnm  Kayaktarioo,  and 
all  reported  having  crossed  serend  deer  tracks  not 
fiir  from  the  ships,  but  the  weather  was  »  very  cold 
and  windy  that  no  person  fdt  inclined  to  go  and  kM>k 
after  tbe  new  comers. 

June  lst«  May  bad  now  passed,  yet  sndi  had 
been  the  severity  of  the  seaaon,  that,  with  die  excep- 
tion of  a  few  days  in  the  beginning  of  the  montl, 
the  thermometer  rarely  rose  at  noon  to  the  freezing 
point,  and  at  night  feU  many  degrees  bdow  it.  This 
backwardness  of  the  weather  very  much  retarded  an 
expedition  I  was  prepared  to  make  to  tbe  southward 
and  westward,  as  from  experience  I  had  before  found 
bow  impracticable  it  would  be  to  travel  until  we 
could  procure  water  for  our  support,  without  thawing 
snow. 

On  the  dth,  we  heard  that  poor  Togorlat,  of 
whom  I  have  often  i^oken  as  a  Winter  Island  ac- 
quaintance, was  dead.  She  had  been  ailing  for  some 
time,  and  we  rather  expected  her  death  than  her  re^ 
covery,  for  she  had  fallen  ill  of  a  complaint  in  her 
stomach,  which  had  always  proved  fatal  to  the  Elski- 
maux  when  once  obliged  to  take  to  their  bed. 
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Deer,  but  in  what  number  I  know  not,  had  been 
seen  at  the  place  where  Togorlat  died,  which  was  at 
some  little  station  near  Amityook* 

Toolemak  and  his  wife  came  to  see  me  previous  to 
my  departure,  which  was  named  for  the  morrow ; 
but  I  soon  found  it  was  only  an  excuse  to  beg,  which 
caused  their  instant  dismissal :  I  had  indeed  so  loaded 
this  couple  with  presents  of  all  descriptions,  that  I 
was  universally  blamed  as  having  spoiled  thenu  Some 
others,  who  pretended  also  to  pay  a  farewell  visit, 
were  wise  enough  not  to  beg,  and  accordingly  re- 
ceived such  abundance  of  gifts,  that  I  heard!my  worthy 
ttata  and  amama  abusing  me  on  deck  in  every  key 
to  which  they  could  raise  their  voice ;  as  Toolemak 
however  was  uncertam  of  seeing  me  again  before 
he  went  on  his  purposed  summer  journey,  he  very 
politely  desired  me  to  give  his  compliments  to  the 
Kabloona's  annatko  (king  George)  in  these  friendly 
terms :  '^  Toolemak  okadlekpok  (speaks)  Kinnt  Aasi 
(or  king  George  IV.)  welly  well  I  taank  you/* 
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CHAPTER  XL 

Journey  in  search  of  a  western  sea,  and  return— Arrival  of 
strangers — Fish  procured — A  river  discovered— Mice — ^Mr. 
Hoppner's  two  excursions— Walrus  sinks  a  boat — The  ice 
breaks  up— Reasons  for  the  ships  returning  home — ^The  stiips 
make  an  offing. 

JOUKNEY  IN  SEARCH  OF  THE  WESTERN  SEA. 

Nothing  can  be  more  uninteresting  to  readers  of 
journals  than  a  long  detail  of  courses  and  distanceSi 
which  lead  to  no  object  of  importance;  I  therefore 
shall  curtail  as  much  as  possible  my  report  to  Cap- 
tain Parry,  of  my  unsuccessful  attempt  to  reach  the 
Western  Sea,  spoken  of  as  being  one  day's  journey 
from  Igloolik. 

On  the  7th,  the  weather  being  tolerably  h- 
vourable,  we  left  the  ships  at  noon.  Alexander 
Gordon  (Greenland  mate)  and  George  Dunn  were 
the  men  who  accompanied  me.  Our  sledge,  which 
weighed  191  pounds,  carried  twelve  hundred  weight 
more,  besides  my  men  and  myself,  who  all  rode  while 
on  the  sea  ice. 

Sleeping  by  the  way,  we  arrived  at  noon,  on  the 
8th,  at  the  head  of  Quilliam  Creek,  and  from  the 
mountains  near  it  obtained  a  view  of  what  we  sup- 
posed to  be  the  plain  over  which  the  Eskimaux  pass 
to  the  sea.  It  ran  in  a  S.  S.  £.  direction ;  but 
though  the  bearings  were  unfavourable,  we  were  in 
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lopes  that  it  would  turn  after  a  few  miles  to  the 
vestward ;  besides  this,  it  was  the  only  place  that 
vas  passable  on  account  of  its  flatness,  all  the  neigh- 
K)uring  land  being  mountainous  and  rugged. 

In  the  evening  my  men,  rambling'in  chase  of  deer, 
saw  the  tracks  of  five  different  bears  on  the  snow,  and 
>ne  of  these  animals  had  climbed  a  mountain's  side, 
yhich  neither  of  my  people  could  creep  up  on  account 
jf  its  steepness. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th  we  directed  our  course 
3ver  the  plain  :  it  was  covered  to  the  depth  of  some 
feet  with  snow,  while,  on  our  right  a  high  ridge  of 
granite  mountains,  whose  pinnacles  alone  were  bare, 
extended  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach.  A  heavy 
N. W.  gale  with  thick  snow,  at  a  temperature  of  25%' 
soon  set  in,  and  incommoded  us  extremely.  Our 
face  and  hands  were  painfully  swollen  by  exjx)sure  to 
it,  and  our  track  was  not  seen  for  above  half  a  mile. 
After  eight  hours  walking  we  lay  for  the  night  on  the 
snow,  the  gale  continuing  unabated. 

It  was  not  until  five  p.  m.  of  the  10th  that  the 
snow  ceased,  and  we  ascended  some  snow-covered 
hills  in  a  westerly  direction,  but  with  infinite  labour, 
as  the  recent  fall  was  so  soft  that  .the  dogs  sunk  to 
their  bellies  at  every  step,  and  even  our  snow  shoes 
were .  rather  an  encumbrance  than  of  any  assistance. 
In  the  course  of  two  hours  we  reached  the  top  of  the 
hills,  whence  to  our  mortification  we  saw  a  chain  of 
mountains  lying  immediately  across  our  path  at  about 
three  miles  distance.  A  return  of  heavy  snow  again 
compelled   us   to  pitch  our  tent,  in  which  we  re- 
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nnilied  very  imcomfortnble  all  night  at  »  tempffra- 
tore  of  20°.  The  snow  continued  falling  untiV  hdi 
psst  three  r.  m.  of  the  llth,  when  I  set  forward  i« 
attempt  a  passage  amongst  the  mountains,  whffb 
were  now  as  completely  and  as  deeply  covered  m  in 
mid  winter,  and  we  ahsohitcly  waded  throQgft  the 
soft  snow.  Two  hours*  exertion  brought  us  to  whit 
aj^ared  a  piece  of  good  flat  table-land,  when,  to 
our  infinite  tljsappointment,  we  found  ourselves  on 
the  brink  of  a  precipice,  from  whose  foot  tlMi  ragged 
granite  mountains  again  rose.  On  stoj^ii^  the 
^edge  it  asrik  deep  in  a  snow  wreath,  and  all  our 
cffbrts  to  move  it  were  of  no  avail,  until,  aftbr  an 
hour^s  labour,  we  unloaded,'  cleared,  and  reloaded  k, 
fasvrug  beeA  obliged  to  throw  away  Above  a  hnndll^- 
weight  of  such  articles  as  could  be  most  easily  spand. 
On  starting,  it  again  overtett  and  oncci  m«^  oar  fau 
bbur  was  repeated ;  but  ouiselvea  and  dogs  were  sD 
filtlgued  and  discouraged  with  the  sevelity  of  tile 
weather  and  the  heaviness  of  ttttvelliog,  that  I  almost 
d^hnbied  on  Inving  the  aledge  to  its  fate,  psneiving 
how  impossible  it  was  for  even  an  unloaded  man  t* 
ascend  or  to  make  any  progress  amongst  the  moiu^ 
tains  before  us.  At  last,  however,  I  ^lolved  on  n^- 
turning  to  the  lower  land,  and  travelling  along  it  tmtil 
I  should  find  some  indications  of  an  opening  through 
the  mountains  to  the  westward.  Seven  houris*  pMSage 
ov«r  the  plun  brought  us  to  a  smidt  bare  patch  «f 
^ngle  liinestone,  on  which  we  tented.  A  j^e  and 
heavy  unceasing  snow  confined  us  here  until  five  f.  m. 
on  the  144h.     I  have  seldom  passed  a  more  dreary 
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time  than  this ;  for  the  sun  being  at  this  season  al- 
ways above  the  horizon  at  midnight,  and  yet  not 
being  seen  on  account  of  the  snow,  caused  a  con- 
tinual and  most  fatiguing  glare,  extremely  painful  to 
the  eyes  :  our  view  was  limited  to  about  100  yards ; 
and  this,  with  the  discontented  whining  of  our  dogs, 
was  altogether  tormenting  beyond  expression. 

Before  starting  from  our  place  of  confinement,  I 
obtained  the  latitude  and  longitude,  the  sun  having 
shown  itself  for  a  short  period,  and  for  the  first  time 
since  seven  days.  We  now  travelled  for  five  hours 
over  the  plain,  on  which  we  observed  the  track  of  a 
bear  and  several  deer  recently  printed  on  the  snow. 
On  stopping  at  a  rocky  point,  we  saw  the  ships  with 
a  glass  at  about  twenty-five  miles  north-east  of  us* 
The  constant  trending  of  the  mountains  to  the  east- 
ward had  constrained  us  to  keep  in  a  most  unfavoiir- 
sblcf  course  j  and  I  now  perceived  that  we  must  have 
taken  a  wrong  route,  for  it  was  utterly  impossible  that 
iDy  Eskimaux  sledge  could  have  passed  over  the 
mountains  at  whose  feet  we  had  been  travelling,  and 
fjdtt  I  knew  of  no  other  way  by  which  they  might 
make  a  western  course.  I  did  not,  however,  give 
up  all  hopes,  when  I  observed  that  the  hills  here  be- 
came somewhat  lower ;  and,  above  all,  b^an  to  trend 
to  the  south-west ;  whiph,  in  a  certain  degree,  cor- 
nesponded  with  the  Eddmaiix  description  of  the  land 
owr  which  th^  passed.  At  the  foot  of  the  point  lay 
a  long  narrow  lake,  Mid  near  it  a  small  but  deep  ra^ 
vine  i  on  the  § hingle  ridges  w^e  numerous  Eskimaux 
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eircles,  and  piles  of  stones.  A  golden  plover,  the 
first  we  had  yet  seen,  passed  us  on  the  wing.  Tra- 
velling about  three  miles  round  the  point,  we  passed 
the  night,  which  was  bitter  cold,  on  the  snow.  The 
dogs  here  broke  my  thermometer. 

The  15th  was  thick  and  cloudy,  with  a  piercuig 
N.W.  gale ;  we  however  proceeded  without  having 
any  fixed  object  to  guide  us,  until  two  of  the  di^ 
were  so  exhausted,  that  we  were  obliged  to  tent  for 
some  hours  on  the  snow  to  recover  them.  In  fact, 
my  whole  team  were  much  distressed,  as  they  weie 
unaccustomed  to  land  travelling,  and  the  depth  and 
softness  of  the  snow  caused  the  sledge  to  hang  con- 
stantly as  a  dead  weight  upon  them.  We  again 
went  forward,  after  resting,  until  one  A.  M.  of  the 
l6th,  when  we  tented  on  some  rocks  of  seipendne, 
amongst  which  we  procured  abundance  of  water,  a 
luxury  we  had  as  yet  enjoyed  but  sparingly  ;  owing  to 
our  road  having  been  constantly  over  a  snow^mvered 
jdain,  we  could  only  procure  it  by  thawing,  and 
in  consequence  our  stock  of  fuel  was  much  reduced. 
We  here  found  the  first  Sower  J  had  yet  seen ;  it 
was  the  beautiful  little  purple  saxifraga  oppositifdia, 
whose  blossoms  appear  before  its  leaves. 

The  l6th  was  tolerably  fine,  and  I  determined  on 
enjoying  the  comfort  of  a  good  dry  rock  until  the 
evening.  In  the  meantime  we  repaired  our  snow 
shoes,  and  afforded  much  relief  to  our  blistered  feel 
by  bathing  them.  Deer  tracks  were  here  t^  ntt 
merous,  but  we  saw  no  animals,  owing  to  the  cob- 
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stant  whining  and  fighting  of  our  dogs,  which .  in- 
-  variably  drove  every  thing  from  us.  Starting  at 
night,  we  traversed  a  long  and,  as  far  as  we  could 
discern  through  the  thick  weather,  a  broad  lake,  and 
then  entered  on  so  rocky  and  uneven  a  country,  that 
we  proceeded  but  slowly.  At  the  expiration  of  nine 
hours  we  tented  on  a  small  rock  in  the  centre  of  a 
second  large  lake,  and  could  just  discern  the  moun- 
tains at  about  a  mile  on  the  right. 

A  fresh  and  cold  easterly  wind  was  blowing  all  the 
17th,  which  day  I  occupied  by  taking  a  nine  hours' 
walk  amongst  the  mountains,  in  order  to  see  if  I 
could  find  any  passage  to  the  Western  Sea.  From 
the  highest  part  of  the  range  we  commanded  a  view 
of  about  fifteen  miles,  but  all  equally  unfavourable; 
Dunn  on  our  return,  killed  a  doe,  and  we  gave  the 
better  half  of  it  to  the  dogs,  which  required  refresh- 
ment, their  daily  allowance  being  only  one  pound  of 
walrus  flesh  each.  I  here  obtained  the  latitude  and 
longitude. 

On  the  18th  we  proceeded  about  eight  miles  S.E. 
over  a  lake  to  a  low  point,  but  on  arriving  at  it,  such 
a  heavy  snow  storm  set  in,  that  we  could  not  see 
half  a  mile  in  any  direction :  we  therefore  tented, 
and  while  doing  so,  a  large  buck,  which  passed  with- 
out observing  us,  was  killed  by  Dunn.  Of  this  ani- 
mal, as  the  former,  we  gave  the  greater  part  to  the 
hungry  dogs.  The  night  was  bleak  and  so  tem- 
pestuous, that  we  constantly  expected  the  tent  would 
be  blown  over.  A  silvery  gull  hovered  over,  and 
teased  us  with  its  screaming  for  several  hours. 
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We  found  that  the  snow  had  fallen  to  a  grai 
depth  during  the  night.  Towards  noon  it  coaxed, 
but  the  piercing  cold  gale  continued,  and  the  drifl 
flew  about  in  clouds.  In  the  afternoon  we  quitted 
the  point  for  another,  stilt  S.  E.  and  about  sevei 
miles  distant.  Arriving  at  this,  aa  Which  we  SB« 
seventeen  deer  at  once,  we  observed  a  distant  lidgi 
bearing  south,  and  encouraged  by  seeing  the  lanj 
turning  a  little  in  the  desired  direction, '  we  ptv 
oeeded  for  it  with  the  wfnd  blowing -bo  ^arplyin 
our  faces  as  to  cause  them  to  swell  and  be  rity  pun- 
ful.  Having  travelled  three  hours  through  soft  snow, 
we  discovered  that  the  mountttna  made  a  most  pro- 
voking sweep  to  a  very  distant  yange  S.  E.  'All  nj 
hopes  of  making  westing  now  ceased,  and  I'Wai 
obliged  to  give  up  the  attempt.  I  therefore  moved 
over  the  plain  to  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  and  Uwn 
tented,  determined  on  waiting'until  the  gale  shoolt 
moderate,  when  I  would  retrace  my  steps  to  QoiUiHii 
Creek ;  from  whence,  if  the  season  permitted!  I  #oiiU 
proceed  in  soine  other  direction. 

The  N.  E.  gale  continued  during  Uie  eaHy  pari 
of  the  day ;  yet,  I  would  have  set  out  in  despite  ol 
our  swelled  faces,  had  it  not  been  that  the  stiei^ 
of  the  wind  prevented  our  walking,  by  catching  «ad 
turning  up  our  broad  snow  shoes  in  such  a  nnniia 
as  frequently  to  trip  us  up.  On  setting  out  we 
made  a  forced  march,  and  went  the  two  last  ixjif 
Journeys  before  we  tented  on  the  little  rodty  U^ 
where  we  had  slept  on  the  17th.  In  the  courw  ol 
our  walk  we  saw  numerous  deer,  some  flocks  of  king 


cUicksy  and  a  couple  of  gulls.  The  wind,  iwhiph  had 
come  round  to  the  N.  W.  was  so  cold  during  the  night, 
that  water  fro«e  solid  in  the  kettle^  which  we  Jhftd 
wijth  us  in  the  closed  tent  as  we  slept. 

The  wind  continued,  during  the  21st,  and  in  the 
afternoon  we  set  out,  but  were  soon  detained,  in 
consuqumcc  of  one  of  the  dogs  slipping  his  harness 
and  giving  chase  to  a  couple  of  deer,  which  he  pur- 
sued into  the  mountains  with  great  spirit,  and  was 
soon  out  of  sight,  regardless  of  all  our  cries  to  stop 
him.  We  waited  for  some  time,  and  at  last  gave  him 
up  for  lost«  when,  at  the  expiration  of  a  couple  of 
hours,  and  after  having  advanced  two  or  three  miles, 
we. saw  him  tracking  our  footsteps,  and  coming  back 
much  iatigued.  We  travelled  nine  hours  cm  this 
di^,'yet  ¥cry  slowly,  t>wing  tfi  my  having  spratned 
my  foot  amongst  the  rod(fi  some  dayit' before,  and.the 
pain  having  now  become  very  troublesome.  Soon 
after  midnight  we  arrived  at  the  rock  on  which  we 
had  slept  on  the  l6th.  Dunn  shot  a  fine  buck  ufar 
the  tent,  and  we  saw  several  other  deer  while  he  was 
in  chase  of  it ;  I  took  my  gun  from  the  sledge,  and 
was  occupied  in  loading  it,  when  the.  dogs,  by  mutual 
consent,  rushed  after  the  deer,  and  notwithstanding 
the  fatigue  they  had  previously  undeigone,  ran  off 
with  the  loaded  sledge  at  such  a  rate,  that  neither 
Gordon  nor  myself  could  catch  them,  until  a  broad 
rock  brought  them  up. 

My  leg  being  much  swollen  and  inflamed,  I  de- 
tennined  on  resting  for  the  day.  Dunn  went  out 
and  shot  a  very  large  doe,  which  enabled  us  to  give 
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the  dogaiiuch  a  quantity  of  meat  and  o6al,  with  their 
usual  allowance  of  walrus  flesh,  that  they  could  abso-' 
lutely  cat  no  more.  I  observed  that  when  neariy 
satisfied  they  paid  little  attention  to  the  venifion,  but 
sought  out  pieces  of  walrus  flesh,  and  ate  them  in  pre- 
ference, even  though  they  were  almost  dried  up  by 
having  been  such  a  length  of  time  in  the  meat  bags. 
The  33rd  was  the  6rst  fine  day  we  had  seen  for 
several  weeks,  the  sun  shining  with  great  splendour 
and  warmth,  and  soflening  the  snow  to  such  a  d^;ree, 
that  we  were  above  knee-deep  at  every  step.  We 
however  waded  forward  for  nine  hours,  and  at  length 
reached  the  point  whence  we  had  seen  the  ships.  We 
here  found  the  valley  quite  flooded,  and  the  ravine 
beginning  to  run.  -  While  tenting,  we  observed  a-fbz 
prowling  on  a  hill  side,  and  heard  him  for  some  \umn 
afterwards  in  different  pUces,  imitating  the  cry  of  the 
brent  goose. 

.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  after  the  sultry  day 
a  very  cold  night  set  in,  and  though  the  son  was 
about  3°. high  at  midnight,  and  casting  a  painfiil 
glare  on  every  thing  around,  all  the  pools  of  water 
were  covered  with  ice  half  an  inch  in  thickness,  "not 
sudden  change  gave  us  great  torment  in  our  bands 
and  faces,  which  were  quite  scorched  and  swollen  by 
expoeurg  to  the  sun,  so  that  we  could  scarcely  sle^ 
frton  the  pain  it  occasioned  us. 

The  24th  was  as  the  preceding  day.  I  found  the 
country  so  universally  flooded,  that  I  gave  up  all 
hopes  of  reaching  Quilliam  Creek,  and  therefore  de- 
tennioed,  during  the  coldest  part  of  the  night,  while 


djdsks,  and  a  couple  of  gulls.  The  wind»  which  had 
come  round  to  the  N.  W.  was  so  cold  during  the  night, 
thajt  water  frose  solid  in  the  kettle»  which  we  Jhftd 
with  us  in  the  closed  tent  as  we  slept. 

The  wind  continued,  during  the  21st,  and  in  jtha 
afternoon  we  set  out,  but  were  soon  detained,  in 
consequence  of  one  of  the  dogs  slipping  his  harness 
and  giving  chase  to  a  couple  of  deer,  which  he  pur- 
sued into  the  mountains  with  great  spirit,  and  was 
soon  out  of  sight,  regardless  of  all  our  cries  to  stop 
him.  We  waited  for  jsome  tune,  and  at  last  gave  him 
up  for  last«  when,  at  the  expiration  of  a  couple  of 
hourst  and  after  having  advanced  two  or  three  miles, 
we. saw  him  tracl^ing  our  footsteps,  and  coming  back 
much .  iatigued.  We  travelled  nine  hours  on  this 
day^yet  ¥cry  slowly,  t>wing  tfi  my  having  spratned 
my  foot  amongst  the  rooks  some  days*  before,  and  .the 
pain  having  now  become  very  troublesome.  Soon 
after  midnight  we  arrived  at  the  rock  on  which  we 
had  slept  on  the  l6th.  D^nn  shot  a  fine  buck  i^^ar 
the  tent,  and  we  saw  several  other >deer  while  he  was 
in  chase  of  it ;  I  took  piy  gun  from  the  sledge,  and 
was  occupied  in  loading  it,  when  the.  dogs,  by  mutual 
consent,  rushed  after  the  deer,  and  notwithstanding 
the  fatigue  they  had  previously  undei^ne,  ran  off 
with  the  loaded  sledge  at  such  a  rate,  that  neither 
Gordon  nor  myself  could  catch  them,  until  a  broad 
rock  brought  them  up. 

My  leg  being  much  swollen  and  inflamed,  I  de- 
termined on  resting  for  the  day.  Dunn  went  out 
and  shot  a  very  large  doe,  which  enabled  us  to  give 
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•Sevenl  strangen  had  ^arrived  from  a  .place  called 
A-kdod^n&ky  ^/Anch  they  all  agreed  in  a&ying  was 
ife  days  to  the  N.  W.  Iheee  people  brought  most 
interesting  information,  which  was,  that  in  the  pre- 
ceding year,  two  very  iai|^  riupa.resembling  ours,  had 
been  wrecked  at  the  tibove  place ;  one  still  lay  on 
her'  broadside,  the  other  was  aground,  but  upright, 
and  both,  as  far  4ub  I  ^eould  iearxi,  were  dismasted. 
The  Kabloonas,  non  ^fter  «beiog  icast  away,  took  to 
their  boats  and  put  to  sea.  With  the  crew  of  one 
dnp  were  two  women,  as  we  supposed,  for  they  were 
described  as  having  no  breeches,  but  long  clothes 
hiding  their  legs.  The  story  of  die  strangers  was 
wdl  told;  but  the  strongert  tsonflpmation  of  their 
aswrtions  was,  that  they  had  sledges  made  of  the 
painted  rail-work  of  a -ship-;  and  a  cross  piece  of  one 
was  composed  of  a  head  ^stave  4>f  a  .cask,  on  which 
*^  Bread''  was  painted.  They  had  also  spears,  eye- 
shades,  whip  handles,  &c.  of  painted  wood ;  some  of 
•the  women  had  anchor  buttons,  and  one  was  procured 
cwhieh  had  a  crest  on  it.  As  these  accounts  were 
obtained  during  my  absence,  I  was  unable  to  state 
any  thing  farther  than  what  I  heard  on  my  arrival, 
for  the  strangers  had  -been  so  anxiously  questioned 
by  every  one,  that  I. found  them  quite  puzzled,  and 
incapable  of  giving  any  additional  information.  Mr. 
Hoppner  having  volunteered  his  services  to  endea- 
vour to  reach  Akoodnak,  Captain  Parry  purposed 
sending  him  there,  if  any  fiivourablc  opportimity 
should  offer. 
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Captain  Parry  still  remaining  absent  at  a  fish- 
ing-place on  my  first  krriwd  at  the  ships,  I  went 
with  Mr.  Bird  to  pass  a  few  ^ays  shooting  on '  the 
high  land  of  Cape  Matthew  Smith,  which  promised 
by  its  appearance  to  abound  in  deer.  My  sledge 
left  us  tented  there,  and  we  remained  five  days, 
but  without  seeing  any  odier  creatures  than  a  ftw 
ducks.  We  were  wetted  to  lie  «kin  every  id«y 
on  this  summer  shooting  excnrsion,  but  the  heavy 
rdns  completely  cleared  the  hmd,  and  Choice  fEdio,  of 
what  remained  of  winter's  snow  j' and  when  the'sledge 
came  to  bring  us  back,  we  travelled  for  many  miles 
through  beautifully 'trmisparent  water,  which  covered 
tbe  sea  ice  to  the  depth  of  fix)m  six  inches  to  a  foot 
or  two.  The  only  way  by  which  this  body  ^ifberii 
water  discharged  itself  was  through  the  numerous 
seail  holes,  each  of  which  had  such  an  eddy  TOHnd  it 
that  it  was  difficult  to  stand  near. 

A  party  of  peo^e  who  ctoieto  take  ieav^  all 
aissured  us  that  they  were  gtring  immediate^  to 
the  wrecked  ships  $  Captain  Parry  thereibre  thought 
this  a  iavourable  opportunity  forthe  departu»of  >Mt. 
Hoppner,  who  was  accordingly  despatched' with  Awe 
men  and  a  fortni^fs  provisions,  to  accompany  ^Afrai. 
I  sent  my  four  largest  dogs,  with  panniers,  to  assist 
in  carrying  the  weight,  and  at  midnight  Mr.  Hopp- 
ner started  for  Kayaktarioo,  whence  the  natives  were 
to  proceed  in  the  morning. 

On  Sunday  the  18th,  a  party  of  two  officers  and 
four  men  were  sent,  provisioned  for  a  fortnight,  to 
the  fishing-place,  about  forty  miles  to  the  westward. 
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ill  Quilliam  Creek.     Having  nothing  particular  to 
detain  me  oh  boards  and  wishing  to  enjoy  what  I 
could  of  the  half-expired  summer,  I  determined  on 
slowly  following  with  my  smaller  team,  and  tenting 
for  a  few  days  in  the  mountains  beyond  the  creek, 
to  search  for  deer,  and  to  make  what  observations  I 
could  on  the  state  of  the  country.'    One  man  and 
myself  occupied  forty-eight  hours  on  our  journey 
Duty  but  the  Fury's  sledge  made  it  in  one  long  day. 
I  mention  this  trivial  circumstance,  to  show  the 
narrow  escape  which  one  or  both  parties  must  have 
had;  for  between  the  passing  of  the  first  and  the 
amval  of  our  sledge,  the  narrow  part  of  the  creek 
above  the  Coxe  Isles,  which  was  of  perfectly  smooth 
icey  had  by  some  wonderful  convulsion  been  blown 
up  in  a  most  extraordinary  manner,  and  the  ice 
thrown  in  every  direction.     Our  attention  was  first 
arrested  by  seeing  a  high  ragged-looking  wall  before 
us,  and  on  arriving  at  it,  we  found  large  masses  of 
ice  eight  or  nine  feet  in  thickness,  and  many  yards 
in  diameter,  lying  on  the  solid  and  level  floe ;  we 
were  for  some  time  at  a  loss  to  find  the  place 
whence  they  had  been  ejected,  and  at  length  dis- 
covered a  hole  or  pool  which  appeared  so  small  as 
to  be  hardly  capable  of  containing  the  immense 
fragments  near  it ;  yet  from  this  alone  the  ice  must 
have  been  thrown.     The  water,  which  I  found  to  be 
fresh,  was  running  rapidly  to  seaward  beneath  this 
opening ;  and  I  imagine  that  the  vast  accumulation 
'  from  the  streams  at  the  head  of  Quilliam  Creek, 
though  about  ten  miles  distant,  must  have  here 
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burst  themselves  a  passage^  and  caused  the  forcible 
ejection  of  the  ice.  Several  of  the  blocks,  and  one 
in  particular,  of  above  eight  feet  thick,  and  about 
forty  yards  in  circumference,  were  lying  above  500 
yards  from  the  pool ;  and  no  traces  could  be  found  of 
the  manner  in  which  they  had  been  tranq)orted  to 
that  situation,  as  not  a  single  small  fragment  was 
lying  about,  to  warrant  the  supposition  that  they  had 
fallen  with  a  shock ;  neither  were  any  traces  seen  on 
the  smooth  uncracked  floe,  to  raise  an  idea  that  the 
blocks  had  slid  over  it.  The  general  appearance  of 
the  solid  ice  was  like  the  whole  of  that  which  fiUed 
the  inlet,  and  it  did  not  seem  as  if  even  a  momentary 
rush  of  water  had  passed  above  it. 

Having  remained  a  day  at  the  fishing-place,  and 
supplied  the  party  with  a  small  skin  boat  which.  I 
carried  out  as  an  experiment,  I  removed,  in  the 
evem'ng,  to  the  foot  of  the  mountains  at  the  head  of 
the  creek,  in  order  to  enjoy  an  uninterrupted  sport- 
ing ground,  and  also  to  examine  a  large  and^  npid 
river  which  emptied  itself  under  the  ice  on  the  south 
side  of  a  large  basin  or  bay  which  was  formed  here. 
I  remained  amongst  the  mountains  eight  dayB» 
and  my  man  and  I  were  out  hunting  from  eight  to 
ten  hours  daily,  yet  we  procured  but  a  few  ducks, 
and  eggs  sufficient  for  our  evening's  meal.  It  was 
not  however  to  be  wondered  at,  that  our  spcvt  was 
bad,  since  five  days  out  of  the  six  it  rained  un» 
ceasingly,  and  in  a  truly  arctic  style.  While  here, 
I  examined  the  river,  over  the  mouth  of  which  it 
appeared  that  I  must  have  passed  in  my.  June  ex- 


paiifeion.  It.  now  ran  with  great  rapidity,  and 
HMide  sttdbi  havock.  amongst  the  sea  ice,  that  in  a  few 
dqiv.  thsne  m»  not  a  piece  left  within  two  or  three 
mites  of  its  mouth,  whieh  wag  about  300  yards  in 
fareihdth,.  and  of  very  eonsiderable  depth*  Proceeding 
upnaacdB  for  a  mile,  the  width  is  about  120  yards, 
and  here  are  three  rapids,  ahuost  amounting  to  falls,  at 
ahou^  500  yards  apart,  their  united  descent  being,  as 
near  aa.  I  could  judge>  thirty  feet.  The  stream  above 
these  varies  occasionally  in  width,  from  a  hundred 
yarda  to  nearly  half  a  mile ;  and  at  three  miles  from 
the  month,  a  large  estuary  receives  a  second  river  of 
fit  afanost  equal,  siae,  which  comes  from  the  N.  W., 
while  the  larger  stream  then  takes  a  turn  to  the  S.  E. 
At  the  foot  of  the  mountains  the  plains  are  well  fur- 
nished with  grassi  on  which  we  occasionally  saw  a 
£tm  distant  deer.  A  brown  crane,  of  the  same  kind 
as  that  shot  by  Dunn,  appeared  a  constant  inhabitant 
of  the  river^s  banks^  but  we  could  never  approach  it. 

We  found  in  almost  every  direction  where  we  wan- 
dered, remains  of  Eakimaux  summer  circles,  store- 
houses^ and  fire-places ;  from  which  it  would  appear, 
that  a  hunting  season  is  occasionally  passed  here,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  that  at  a  more  advanced  period,  deer 
are  exceedingly  plentiful. 

.  On  the  14th,  I  walked  to  return  the  visit  of  our 
fidiing  gentlemen,  who  had  called  and  left  a  moumiul 
alab  of  limestone  in  my  tent,  on  which,  beneath  their 
naines,  was  inscribed,  ''Bad  q)ort — ^no  fish — no 
deer :''  but  on  my  arrival  I  found  them  in  higji  spirits, 
the  preceding  day's  labour  having  procured  them 
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aboiut  lOO^sdlmon.  In  this  walk  I  found  the  riwr 
had  made  such  progress  in  thawing  the  ice,  that  it 
was  necessary  I  should  remove  as  speedily  as  possible 
to  the  fishing-place,  lest  my  retreat  should  be  cut  off 
entirely.  On  the  following  meming,  therefore,  Mr* 
Crozier,  with  hb  whole  party,  came  to  assist  in  re* 
moving  our  baggage,  and  we  reached  his  tent  in  safety, 
though  we  passed  for  two  or  three  miles  ov^  iee 
which  actually  trembled  beneath  our  tread.  Out 
change  of  abode  was  well-timed,  for  in  a  few  horns 
thd  place  over  which  we  walked,  and  even  a  mile 
heiovr  the  present  station^  was  entirely  thawed,  and  n 
deep  sea  of  fresh  water  oeeupied  the  place  of  the.ioe. 
Fine  weather  now  set  in,  and^  proved  highly  fiivoutaUe 
to  ^Hur  fishermea,  who  in  du»e  days  eai^^  ab<Mre  dum 
hiuidted  fish,  whidi  conftrfed  us.  ail  for  our  taanet 
bad  luocess  and  repeated  wet  jackets.  The  salnicm» 
which  I  believe  ace  the  Salmo  Alpinua  of  linnasaar 
were  wdl  formed  finn  fish,  and  fbdl  of  spswA ;  thenr 
average  sise  about  that  of  a  hmw  raackei^,  though 
many  were  much  bigger.  Thd  largest  nieaaured 
S8  inches,  and  when  deaned,  weighed  8|11mu  The 
fidbing^^place  is  at  the  foot  of  an  ineonsiderable  little 
ravine,  arrets  #ltich  it  was. eaa^ to  wade  when  at  iti 
fullest.  Where  it  mixes  with  the  sea,  the  Eskinnmx 
have  erected  a  low  waU  of  stones,  about  a  foot  high, 
behind  which  they  stand  to  spear  the  fiidi,  but  they 
^  dbtiged  to  exercise  all  their  patiitide  in  this  occa* 
pation,  as  I  never  once  saw  a  salmon  come  wiafaiit 
ttmij.  yards  of  tibe  dike.  Our  people  made  use  of  a 
tfifwl  in  tidying  the  fish,  and  the  little  bo«l  w«i  em^ 
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pbjred  in  laying  it  out»  and  then  alanning  and  driving 
the  salmon  into  it. 

We  now  became  very  anxious  for  the  return  of 
the  sledges,  which  had  been  sent  back  after  bringing 
us  out ;  as  the  river  was  extended  to  a  couple  of  miles 
beyond  us  on  the  way  to  the  ships.    In  the  meantime 
I-  walked  out  during  a  whole  day,  in  search  of  snow 
geese,  which  had  been  seen  inland.     After  about 
five  miles  ramble,  I  succeeded  in  seeing  seventeen  of 
these  birds  walking  in  a  line,  but  I  could  not  get 
near  them,  owing  to  a  large  lake  between  us.     The 
banks  of  this  water  were  quite  sprinkled  with  the 
feathers   of  the  brent  geese,  which  had  began  to 
moult,  and   I  observed,  with   astonishment,   long 
ridges  of  mouse  dung  severid  inches  deep,  extending 
for  above  two  miles.    By  what  means  this  could  have 
arrived  here,  I  was  at  a  loss  to  conceive,  as  I  did  not 
see  any  mouse  holes,  or  other  traces  of  these  ani- 
mals; besides  which  they  live  in  stony  dry  places, 
and  this  was  a  swamp.     It  is  possible,  however,  that 
this  accumulation  of  the  excrements  of  mice  may  be 
from  the  mus  Hudsonius ;  occasionally  migrating  in 
the  same  wonderful  manner  as  the  lemmer  of  Lap- 
land.    I  learnt  from  Mr.  Crozier,  who  had  found  a 
snow  goose  nest,  that  these  birds  lay  five  eggs.    The 
brent  goose  lays  four,  and  the  latter  bird  lines  its 
nest  with  down,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  eyder  and 
king  duck,  but  the  down  is  of  a  far  lighter  colour, 
beinjg  of  a  slaty  hue. 

At  night  on  the  17th,  the  Fury's  sledge  arrived 
within  a  mile  of  us,  with  a  team  of  thirteen  dogs  be- 
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longing  to  both  ships,  and  such  as  were  the  least 
foot-sqre.  The  following  morning  was  occupied  in 
carrying  our  things  to  the  sledge,  and  in  the  after- 
noon we  started.  One  dog  had  escaped  to  the  ships, 
and  another  was  left  loose  on  account  of  its  bad  feet, 
so  that  we  had  but  eleven  crippled  animals  to  drag 
a  load,  wl\ich  on  being  weighed  at  the  ships,  was 
found  to  be  2050  lbs.  The  poor  beasts,  by  the  time 
they  arrived,  had  completed  three  days  without  food. 
We  travelled  eight  hours  the  first  day,  and  slept  on 
one  of  the  Coxe  Groupe. 

^rhe  following  morning  we  again  set  out,  and  in 
twelve  hours  more  the  sledge  arrived.  This  trip  had 
occupied  fourteen  days,  and  I  now  determined  on  re- 
maining a  little  at  the  ship,  as  I  had  slept  on  board 
four  nights  only  in  six  weeks.  My  excursions  had  been 
chiefly  made  for  the  purpose  of  enjoying  the  summer, 
but  in  the  whole  of  the  above  time  I  had  seen  but 
eight  days  of  sunshine :  the  rest  of  the  season  had 
been  pleasantly  varied  by  alternate  showers  of  snow 
or  rain,  and  occasional  gales  of  two  or  three  days' 
continuance.  I  had  hoped  to  be  refreshed  by  an 
occasional  leaf  of  sorrel,  but  none  was  to  be  found ; 
and  the  only  real  luxury  I  had  enjoyed  was  a  mess 
of  fresh  fish,  and  a  glass,  or  more  properly,  a  ttn-pot, 
full  of  egg-flip,  which  was  a  greater  treat  than  even, 
the  salmon. 

I  found  that  Mr.  Hoppner  had  returned  a  day  or 
two  before  me,  having  quitted  the  paily  he  hoped  to 
have  accompanied  to  the  northward.   '  As  might  have 
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beetf  expected  of  these  nneerttm  AvageB,  fhe^f  Mty 
proceeded  to  Cockbnrn  Island,  alftd  there»  having  pft>- 
eured  pfenty  of  seals^  and  other  food;  seetti^  in  no 
hvrry  to  depart.  Mr.  Hopptter,  finding  that  no 
deeision  could  he  obtained  as  to  dieir  mevements, 
left  them  after  having  waited  a  fe#  daiys :  they  were 
very  kind  to  hinir  and  as  hospitable  as  I  had  found 
diem  in  a  former  instance^  when  the  ships^  were  not 
near.  On  that  ocOEision  they  constanitly  fed  my  dog», 
and  seldom,  if  ever,  begged  any  thingi. 

Mr.  Hoppner  particularly  dweit  ah  the  general 
happiness  and  gaiety  which  prcvaitcd  at  ^is  season. 
SeafsT  fteshi  dudS)  Md  ^gs^  were  abundant;  and 
the  days  and  sunny  n%ht»  were  occupied  in  feasting, 
smgnig,  nfmpingr  and  dalloing.  I  wsa  surprised  to 
hear  that  the  wosaenf  p^rtieularly  the  young  onesr, 
attinsed  themseltes  by  going  out  and  watching  seal 
holes,  and  that  they  frequently  killed  these  animalsr. 
Mrs.  Kettle,  as  it  iqipeared,  was  quite  a  veteran  in 
this  way  'f  arraying  hersetf  in  man's  boots,  she  con- 
stantly went  out  widi  the  men  on  then*  ht^nting 
parties,  with  her  Ime  and  khiatko  ever  her  shoulder, 
and  a  strong  spear  in  her  hand.  Such  a  heroine  de- 
served, and  did  meet  with  great  success ;  she  killed 
several  seals,  chiefly  for  their  skin,  food  being  now 
80  abundant  that  the  hunters  frequently  loft  tlie  car- 
casses, unless  near  the  shore. 

The  walruses  having  now  begun  to  appear  in  the 
open  water,  near  Igloolik,  it  was  requisite  to  procure 
some  as  provision  for  our  dogs;  two  boats,  with 
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C1W8  and  offioeni^  were  tiberefcre  cavriei  oa  sieves 
oirer  the  ioe,  ta  a  point  about  five  miles  from  the 
ships,,  wheaoe  thejp  cobU  be  launched  at  plea- 
sure. Tento  alsoi  provisions,  &e»  were  taken  for  a 
fortnight. 

On  the  81st  Mr»  Heppner,  with  George  Duan, 
(eft  us  with  my  small  sledge,  and  a  team  of  the  besi 
dogs  of  eack  shfip^  for  the  purpose  of  coaneeiing  the 
northern  shore,  and  asceslttiing  what  openk^mi^iU^ 
exist  in  the  routeta be  pursued  hj lite  Fuvy» ;  a  um^ 
&u;e  by  ifriiich  much  labour  might  be  saved*  The  ^ei^ 
ther  was  extremely  un&Teurablefor  some  day9^  and  a 
heavy  fog  with  drizzling  rain  ^uite  hid  the  eowtoy* 
A  eouple  of  walruses,  and  an  oogfaiook  afaf^  wave 
killed  ia  the  ecHirse  of  tibe  wedc«  Mr.  Richards^  yA» 
[charged  witli  our  fishing  party,  found  thA  bodiea 
man  and  wonum,  whi^  as.  I  before  mentioned, 
been  pardy  devonied  by  doga  in  the  wintear, 
i  exposed  by  simie  animals  having  dug  them  np, 
mried  them,  ^nd  some  yonug  ehildren  likewiaa, 
hich  the  **  laws  paraiitiens^''  or  boatswaip  gulls,, 


were  feeding  as  th&jrlay  in  ike  swampy  ground* 

On  the  SOth  we  bent  aoils  and  caldes,  and  w«re  in 
all  respects  preparedfor  sea.  Mr.  Bbppaer  returned 
in  the  evening,  and  notwidistanding  the  un&vourable 
state  of  the  weather,  had  peiformed  what  was  re^ 
cpiisite»  and  connected  the  land  as  laid  down  in  (the 
general  chart. 

One  opening  which  we  had  seen^  and  had  been 
unaUe  to  examine  at  tbe  doao  of  the  last  year,^  was 

F  f2 
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found  by  him  to  be  a  most  magnificent  river,  from 
three  miles  to  one  and  a  half  in  breadth.  Up  this,  on 
the  unbroken  but  much^ecayed  ice,  he  proceeded 
for  several  miles,  and  afterwards,  on  coming  to  the 
open  water,  walked  still  farther  along  its  banks. 
Tlie  place  at  which  he  turned  back  was  above  fifteen 
miles  from  the  entrance,  and  he  could  see  the  river 
still  continuing  its  breadth  for  about  fifteen  miles 
higher  up.  He  here  found  the  fiskimaux  slowly 
making  their  way  towards  Too*n5o-ng-rdo-sliuk : 
they  were  in  tents  at  the  edge  of  the  fresh  water  ice 
awaiting  its  breaking  up,  when  the  men  were  to  pro- 
ceed up  the  river  in  their  canoes,  while  the  women 
and  dogs  carried  burthens  by  land :  they  had  abund- 
ance pf  very  fine  salmon^  which  were  taken  in  a  little 
trickling  stream,  like  that  in  Quilliam  Creek.  All 
the  natives  spoke  of  a  large  water-fall,  about  a  day's 
walk  beyond  where  Mr.  Hoppner  reached.  The 
banks  of  the  river  were  more  rich  in  herbage  than 
any  place  Mr.  Hoppner  had  seen  in  these  regions, 
yet  only  two  deer  Were  there.  The  Eskimaux  ac- 
counted for  this  by  saying  that  a  couple  of  she 
wolves,  with  their  young,  were  prowling  about  near 
the  river  side,  and  had  scared  the  deer  away. 

As  the  astronomer's  tent  was  to  be  struck  on 
the  first  of  August,  we  on  this  evening  all  received 
a  most  polite  invitation  from  Mr.  Crauford,  the 
worthy  old  Greenland  mate  of  the  Fury,  to  tea  and 
cards,  but,  in  fact,  to  a  merry  smoking  party,  in 
which  we  might  all  meet  once  more  while  the  ice 
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was  firm  enough,  to  admit  of  our  walking  on  shore. 
The  officers  of  both  ships  found  abundant  room  in 
the  tenty  and  we  passed  a  most  agreeable  evening,  in 
which  laughter  and  good-fellowship  were  sufficient 
excuses  for  the  antiquity  of  our  songs  and  jokes, 
which  in  two  long  winters  were  pretty  well  worn  put 
by  repetition. 

On  the  ist  of  August,  the  Rev.  G.  Fisher,  in 
order  to  avoid  confusion  in  shifting  his  instruments 
at  a  future  day,  now  removed  to  the  Hecla  for  his 
passage  to  England,  and  at  my  request  became  my 
messmate. 

The  harbour  ice  had  now  thawed  into  deep  pools, 
through  which  we  were  often  obliged  to  wade  in 
passing  between  the. ships.  The  general  thaw,  how- 
ever, had  ceased  .$  for  during  the  night-time,  as  well 
as  a  week  before,  a  strong  coat  of  ice  had  formed  over 
these  pools,  and  not  unfrequently  had  remained  un- 
thawed.all  day. 

.  On  this  afternoon  I  went  to  examine  the  state  of 
the  ice  near  the .  eastern  point  of  Igloolik;  and  in 
order  more  fully  to.  ascertain  its  condition,  rode  out 
pn,  my  sledge,  which  was.carrying  tools,  &c.  to  a  spot 
where  it  was  determined  to  commence  sawing,  and 
which  was  fiye  long  miles. from  our  ships.  At  a  par  ^ 
ticular  point,  a  mile  from  the  Fury,  a  crack  liad  been 
observed  for  some  time, .  extending  quite  across  the 
inlet;  but  its  breadth  was  as  yet  inconsiderable, 
being  from  one  to.  ten  feet  only,  according  to  the  state 
of  the  tide :  between  this  and  the  sea,  there  were  still 
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about  four  mileft  of  imbroken  fidd  loe.  Eudeavour* 
k^  to  pass  neur  the  dunre,  at  the  end  of  the  crack, 
we  g^  on  some  detached  pieces  of  ice,  and  from  one 
of  tSiem  the  loaded  sledge  waa  oa&ted  off  into  ten 
feet  water.  As  I  had  with  me  two  men  <nd  twelve 
dogs,  we,  after  some  (amble,  'SncoeBdel  te  weighing 
the  vehicle,  and  proceeding  on  our  journey.  It  was 
a  pleasing  considenltieaa  to  "find  it  at  last  possible  to 
tumble  through  tfaeice,  as  uriieaoifee  a  small  break 
i8|»eioeived  it  soon  etfteods  itmlf. 

I  found  Mr.  Sharer,  who  oommMMled  ^mr  hunting 
boats,  just  returning  with  one,  and  towing  the  other, 
which  itad  been  vwauped  in  oonsequ^snce  ^  having 
beenlmdly  «tove  'by  a  wdfmdod  walros.  A  herd  had 
been  attacked,  and  of  these  tie  killed  five;  three  of 
tihem  were  iost,  hiring  sunk  whon  tbcpf  died,  m  con- 
sequence of  the  harpoons  breakk^  Ihe  6ther  two  were 
brought  on  shone.  Mr.  Sbe^r 'described  the  Any  of  the 
wounded  animals  as  being  quite  outrageous,  ^but  those 
whidi  wene  uaikmt  quickly  forsoieA:  their  sufffering 
compaaionis.  Hie  btest  wfaicksaidc  thefinftboatstruck 
his  tuflcBirepeittedly  through  kerbottoni,  and  «he  filled 
immediately.  9Eliid  skeiieen  ^sfone,  not  a  soiil  of  lier 
crew  oeidd  have 'been  saved,  fortftiereivasno  ice  within 
three  miles,  and  to  :swim  would  kw/t  %eeti  impoBsiUe 
in  such  cold  water,  lir.  Shmrr^betft  was  adsD'badly 
stote,  and  was  ^seavoely  kept  -Itoe^l^  ^onMant  balmg. 

iQnthe  8d,  to  our  grea*  joy,  we  d>served  tli*  the 
ciadk,  of  which  I  harve  spoken,  'had  opened  «o  much 
as  to  be  seen  from  the  ships ;  while  lihc  outer  ^e  had 
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amoved  a  little  to  seaward ;  Uiis  jrendered  sawing  at 
ikfi  sea  edge  unnecessary,  audit  was  therefore  settled 
that  our  operations  should  .cutnmenoe  from  the  crack 
:to  the  ships. 

On  the  4th,  the  crews  of  both  ships  commenced 
sawing,  and  were  thus  employed  >uiitil  the  7th,  when 
we  i^erceived  that  the  ice  in  ahore  of  the  Fury  had 
separated  from  the  land.  The  .people  were  in  con- 
sequence instantly  recalled,  and  every  preparation 
*was  'made  for  leaying  our  vnnter  quarters.  Mr. 
.8herer  ^came  on  board  wiCh  >his  .party,  haying  left  his 
boats,  gear,  tents,  &c.  and  eight  walruses,  at  Igloolik, 
•to  be 'brought  off  by -the  earliest  ,<^poBtunity. 

The  weather  had  aow  been  £ne  for  five  supeeasive 
•days,  wihioh  ^was  theJongest  period  of  good  wacm  and 
(olear  wealGher  we  hadiover  seen  since  leaving  England, 
.yut  still !tbe  Qr.ouqgiqe.alw^s  foiWQiediat  night. 

iQn  the  laoroingrof  Ihe  8th  >[  receiyed  a  letter  op 
^^viioe  fi^m  (^aptam  Paarry^.^noloaingitwo  others  iiiom 
^he^medicdl  officers  of  ^his  shq),  ^desiring  me  to.giw 
any  opinion.  as«to  thefutujce  operations.of  the  Fury,  and 
.asking  if  I  abiU  jdiou^t  it  would  be  for  the  benefit  >Qf 
Xh^  iS^mtice  tibat  ijhiBisbould  J^csnain  out.  The  surgeon's 
opinion  respecting  the  general  state  of  theFury's^CFew 
.sotexactly  coincided  .with'what  J.  had  akaobserved  in 
ijibe  Hecla,  Ihat  I  had  no  heeittation  in  answering 
Captain  Parry }  and  I  here  insert  BAy  letter,  as  it  may 
jH)ttfir  ^ei^plain  wy  ideas  on  this  important  ^Ig^t. 

"  The  health  of  your  crew  being  of  the  utmost 


440  K£ASONS  FOR  BOTH 

importance  in  every  point  of  view,  I  shall,  in  the 
first  place,  state,  that  independently  of  the  weighty 
opinions  of  your  medical  officers,  I  have  for  some 
time  been  apprehensive,  that  the  Fury's  passing 
another  winter  in  this  country  would  be  extremely 
hazardous.  I  am  induced  thus  to  express  myself  from 
the  great  change  I  have  observed  in  the  constitution 
of  the  officers  and  men  of  his  majesty's  ship  Hecla, 
and  by  the  appearance  of  isome  very  severe  cases  of 
scurvy  since  the  summer  has  commenced.  I  am  also 
aware  that  the  same  scorbutic  symptoms  have  been 
noticed,  and  do  still  exist  in  the  Fury. 

*^  Our  long  continuance  on  one  particular  diet,  our 
ftlmost  total  deprivation  of  fresh  animal  or  vegetable 
food  for  above  two  years,  and  the  necessary  and  close 
confinement  we  have  been  subjected  to  during  several 
months  of  each  severe  winter,  have  undoubtedly  oc- 
casioned the  general  change  of  constitution  which  has 
fbr  some  time  been  so  evident.  I  therefore  conceive 
that  a  continued  exposure  to  the  same  deprivations 
and  confinements,  the  solitude  of  a  single  ship,  and 
the  painful  monotony  of  another  winter  to  men  whose 
health  is  already  precarious,  would  in  all  probability, 
be  attended  with  very  serious  consequences. 

**  When,  at  the  commencement  of  the  last  winter, 
I  gave  it  as  my  opinion  that  the  service  would  be 
benefited  by  your  remaining  out  in  the  Fury  as  you 
proposed,  and  still  attempting  a  farther  passage  to 
the  westward,  I  did  not  anticipate  so  long  a  confine- 
ment in  the  ice  as  we  have  unfortunately  experienced, 
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and  I  formed  my  opinion  on  the  supposition,  and  in 
full  expectation,  that  .we  should  be  at  liberty  about 
the  1st  of  July  of  this  year,  and  that  the  general 
good  health^  which,  then  prevailed  would  still  con- 
tinue.    From  our  being  detained  until  the  present 
time,  I  now  consider  that  the  season  in  which  it  is 
possible  to  navigate  has  so  far  passed,  that  nothing 
material  can .  be:  effected  by  either  one  or  both  ships. 
We  know,  from  the:  experience  of  last  year,  that  it 
is  not  before  the  end  of  August  or  the  commence- 
.ment  of  September  that  the  ice  breaks  up  in  the 
large  strait  to  the  northward  of  I^loolik,  and  that 
until  that  period  you  would ;  not  be  enabled  to.  re- 
examine the  Strait  of  the  Fury,  and  Hecla.    .  Even 
were  you  to  do  so,  and  were  you,  as  there  .is  every 
reason  to  expect,  to  find 'it  still  closed,  you  would 
have  barely  sufficients  time  to  return  to  Igloqlik,  in 
order  to  pass  your  third  winter.     Again-^should.  the 
sea  prove  open  to  the  north-eastward,  and  should 
you  deem  it  expedient  to  attempt,  by  rounding  the 
extensive  land  ^  in  that  direction,  to  find  some  other 
passage  to  the  westward,  you:  would  in  that  case  de- 
part from  the  Admiralty  ^instructions  by  leaving  the 
coast  of  America ;[  and  I  also  coqceive,  that  the  ex- 
treme lateness  of  the  season  would  not  admit  of 
your  making  discoveries  of  any  importance,  or,  at 
all  events,  of  such  importance  as  to  warrant  your 
passing  a  third  winter  at  the  risk  of  endangering  the 
safety  of  your  officers  and  erew. 


4M  THB  MBn  JiiJCE  AM  4XE0iG. 

**  HmBg  stated  rmjr  iMaoni  fiir  dhwgmg  my 
ionoer  flpinion,  I  now  iMg  to  Jbdnriae  ikat  tke  Furjr 
4Did  Heda  return  to  Engfamil  jto^pether,  u  aoon  as 
Hiiich  junrangementg  aiespecting  renoisd  of  ataresimd 
fvofisioDsas  yun  may  fadge  {vs^er  to  make  shaUfae 
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Almost  iBuaBdialdlgr«fter  I  hat  noeked  Cafrtam 
Parry's  letter,  and  afskBe  dm  ihe  mA  (of  wvtting  *my 
adaver,  4iie  harbamr  .floe  ^cqmmiad  in  several  plaoos 
jinder  tiie  induenoe  of  .a  finsh  jmrtlMvest  :breeze. 
Both  dnps  made^all  sail  jat  dieranjA.  BCjand  the  JFury 
-bemg  iiDan  opeidiig,  got itoiiea hy  mie  s.  i^     In/the 
Hedla  we  were  Jiot  aa  ibstmrnte:;  being  unable  to 
make  aiqr  iadpcesakm  on  lOur  miiitor  floe,  we^rese  in 
xsonBoqnence  loavried  'mit  by  :it  (at  a  very  dow  irate. 
We  lay  ndth  all  mfl  -sat  in  «  little  tiqien  jkniI  wbiofa 
jiadiflBDired  roimd  us/and-weBre  iierbaps  Jthe  first  ship 
Ahatcever (was  mcoanded  lOut  of  harhoun    The  novelty 
tof  rthe  omveyancc^  dmwmeei^  enoited  no  wry  pleasant 
-fiielings;  ibrnwejsmdmaddU  night lintgceatsuspe 
-aB>to  wfamcwe  might  neit  he canriadi  A.shoal  {loiot 
dyingcaoi08sv'diefiDizHn)ecaf\dieiinlet  At  eight  a. iW. 
^m  the  9th,  having  made  .a  litde  offing,  ithe  lihort  sea 
hrcke  mir  iiirtter^  :find  ^Roth  all  isail  before  Ae  iwind 
nre  ran  idear  iif  the  iee. 

We  ihad  now  passed  jkhsae  hundced  :and  nineteen 
'days  in  our  winter  quarters,  of  which  thxee  ;hundred 
and  ten  were  in  the  .floe  ^from  which  rwe  had  just 
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cleared  ourselves.  I  shall  not  attempt  a  description 
of  our  sensations  on  this  day ;  there  are  some  people 
who  can  easily  imagine  them,  and  those  who  cannot, 
will  never  have  waded  thus  far  through  my  journal. 
We  had  now  been  part  of  every  month  in  the  year  in 
confinement,  having  entered  on  tihe  24th  ttf  tSeptem* 
ber.  and  heinfir  freed  on  Uie  9th  of  Aueust. 
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ExpeditioD  retaniing — ^A  laodinark  erected— Accoant  of  Igloolik 
— Drift  of  the  ship — Daoger  of  the  ships  while  driving — Lyon 
Inlet — Death  of  Mr.  George  Fife— His  case — The  ships  drive 
out  of  Lyon  Inlet— Open  water  seen,  and  an  offing  made — 
Passage  down  Hudson's  Strait  and  across  the  Atlantic-*  Arrival 
and  hospitable  reception  at  Lerwick. 

On  joining  the  Fury,  I  went  on  board  to  Captain 
Parryi  and  from  him  received  a  letter  to  read  to  my 
officers  and  ship's  company,  informing  them  of  the 
change  which  was  about  to  take  place.  We  now  beat 
up  the  inlet  to  our  old  wintering  quarter,  which,  as 
if  by  magic,  had  been  entirely  cleared  of  ice  in  one 
night ;  and  it  was  also  open  as  far  as  we  could  see  up 
Quilliam  Creek  from  the  highest  ground. 

Preparations  were  now  made  for  our  receiving 
several  of  the  stores  and  provisions  which  we  had 
supplied  to  the  Fury  in  the  spring.  Captain  Parry 
purposed  remaining  here  a  week,  in  order  to  paint 
and  equip  his  ship  for  her  passage  home. 

The  whole  day  of  the  10th  was  occupied  in  trans- 
porting stores,  and  before  night  every  thing  was 
finished  and  stowed. 

Soon  after  midnight  of  the  10th,  we  observed  the 
strait  to  be  rapidly  filling  with  ice ;  and  at  one  a.  m. 
a  very  heavy  floe  came  down  at  the  rate  of  two 
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knots,  and  settled  across  our  bows :  before  we  could 
weigh  the.  anchor,  the  whole  floe  pressed  on  the 
cable,  and  drove  us  with  it.  After  two  or  three 
hours'  labour,  we  purchased  the  anchor.  Bothships 
continued  under  sail;  and  early  in  the  morning  I 
visited  Captain  Parry,  who,  in  consequence  of  the 
danger  attendant  on  anchoring  in  the  only  place 
which  had  appeared  likely  to  shelter  us,  now  resolved 
to  give  up  all  idea  of  painting,  and  to  proceed  home 
immediately. 

In  the  forenoon  a  party  of  three  boats  were  sent 
to  the  main  land  with  the  Fury's  hand-mast,  which, 
with  a  large  ball  at  its  head,  and  good  strong  rigging, 
was  set  up  on  a  point,  in  obedience  to  the  Admiralty 
instructions,  as  a  mark  for  Captain  Franklin,  should 
he  pass  this  way.  Letters  were  buried  at  the  foot  of 
the  mast.  I  went  with  other  boats  despatched  to: 
Igloolik,  to  bring  off  a  party  who  had  been  sent  on 
the  preceding  day  to  catch  3ome  salmon,  and  also  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  four  of  the  numerous  walruses 
which  had  been  killed,  as  food  for  our  dogs.  Each 
ship  landed  their  sledges,  broken  spars,  and  in  fact 
whatever  could  be  spared  that  might  be  useful  to  the 
natives  who  might  come  next  year ;  and  in  order  that 
the  first  arrivals  should  not  secure  all  these  valuables, 
they  were  scattered  about  the  island.  The  flood  tide 
again  brought  with  it  floes  of  several  miles  in  extent, 
which  filled  the  inlet  j  so  that  what  with  grounding, : 
being  beset,  and  various  other  impediments,  we  had 
been  fourteen  hours  away  before  we  reached  the  ships 


at.  mac  Hikbig^t :  cmn  when  im  dSA  get  clear  with, 
ftre  of  OK  hoats^  we  fKie.  oUyged  to  leave  befand 
«•  m  wUeJbeat  Ubngaag  ta  the  Fttrjiy.  aa  Ae  wiaa 
haded  up  on.  •  heaeh  a  niW  er  twa^  be]K>nd:  wheae 
we*  conU  reach  with  the;  otfacar  heats  and  crews  to» 
httndh  htc^  We  wen  fanttwaie'  caou^  after  paas* 
ing  a  varjr  WfleaBaiKb  aigbtp  tor  get  to  sea  in  the 
fNmuMMi  q£  the  l-Sth^  ia  a  ^wry  denae  &g»  a  schiI&- 
aaife  wmd  Uowing :  the-  sea  waa  £all  of  loose  md 
heavy  ice,  amongst  which  we  beat  all  day.  In  die 
emniag»p  after  soatie'  Teay  heavy  lajai^  we  saw  our- 
arima  near  Suadbgr  Iriaad 

We  vmm  eenudend.  onraeliiQa  aa  heviag  taken  a 
ftud  haim  of  IglneHfi  Bear  nAtich  we  had  made  ao 
tediaoa  and  dreary  a  staiy*  It  is  an  island  of  about 
ten  miles  in  length  hy  six  in  haeadbb^  and  is  of  a 
nnTtbgiibr  finnn,  be»g  itoort  equally  divided  by 
a  deep  bay^  at  whose  month  we  wintered^  which  goes 
nearly  tlntnigh  it,  the  two  halves  of  the  land  being 
merely  joined  by  a  small  ledge  a  few  yards  in  width. 
The  bay  b  too  sbodi  for  our  ships^^  The  island  is 
law  and  toleiably  even*  the  highest  land  being  at  its 
western  extremity,  and  ^*  tdble-topped."  Ita  eleva* 
tion  above  the  sea  b  174  feet  ^  and  it  is  composed  of 
loose  shingle  limestone,  with  much  magnesia  in  its 
compasitian.  Withi  the  exception  <^  the  above  wing 
ground,  the.  whole  iaiand  may  be  eonsidered  as  one 
immense  swamp,  full  of  Idies^  and  covered  with 


stuMMd  herbi^.  A  few  ndges  of  grafd  ocew  oe^ 
casionaliy.  The  IveadkM  are^  aB  of  ^he  same  lune- 
stone  as  the  luHs  ^^  a&cl  we  oltaiiied,  cm  several  ridges 
near  the=  sen^  seme  crnieus'  fisb  bones  and  ahrilr  in  a 
fossit  state,  and'  nirmerona  eorrmmmmcnm.  There  is 
no-  regukir  rocky  fermition-  to*  be  seen,  though  the^ 
neighbonring  taadiB  are  ^  granito;  but  the  whole 
island  a]^>eani  \»  hafe  been  finmed  hj  the  actiott  of 
the  iee  whi<ik  presses  on  if ,  and  oeeasidnally  tnmt  np- 
the  beach  fyf  a  great;  distance  j  for  notwithstanffitg* 
limestone  pedoamialed,  gnmifie^  gneiss,  iron,  and 
other  minerals  weM  aAondantly  seatfjered  amongst  it 
in  small  detaehed  masses.  The  whole  coast  is^  very 
shoal,  but  the  soundings  sffe  n^Ian  Owing  to  the 
shallowness  of  the  wiEtter,  the  whdb  of  t^s  neigh*' 
boorhood  ia  the  fhnourite  resort  of  immense  nomlken 
of  walruses,  which'  annsala  driight  is  suck  feedmg 
places; 

Igloolik^  thoi^  inf  appearance  an  ineonsideraMe 
spot,  is  »Yery  important  settlement  to  the  Eskimanx, 
who  hwe  no  less  than  four  fixed  ptacea  eS  residence* 
upon  it,  to  which,  aa  the  seaaon  alters,  they  move 
in  rotation ;  independent  of  these,  the  beaches  in 
Ofery  direction  bear  marks  of  tents  having  been 
pitobed  on  them.  Tlie  principal  dwellings  are  wba# 
we  cat)  the  bone  huts,  of  which  I  have  so  ofte» 
spoken.*  The  natives  term  them,  as  wdl  as  the 
whole  island,  Iglool& ;  and  Igioe  b^i^  a  house, 
the'  buta  may  have  been  the  mems  of  naming  the 
eo«mtpy.     From  Igloolik,  as  the  summer  advimced. 
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and  the  inlet  became  clev»  as  we  had  seen  about 
August,  all  removed  to  a  point  near  the  Fury,  and 
the  tents  were  pitched  within  circular  Walls  of  rough 
stones,  apparently  built  with  some  labour,  and  having 
perhaps  stood  for  ages.  This  spot,  which  we  called 
Pam^es  Point,  from  its  having  been  the  residence 
of  one  of  our  acquaintance,  a  great  man,  who  was 
named  after  Mr.  Palmer,  was  by  the  natives  called 
Oong-&-ldo-y&y.  In  addition  to  the  circles  within 
which  the  people  lived,  was  one  entirely  set  apart 
for  assemblies,  when  a  whde  was  killed,  or  any  great 
and  joyous  occasicm,  in  which  the  happy  savages 
met  to  sing  and  dance.  This  I  considered  as  a 
piece  of  Eskimaux  antiquity;  and  being  the  only 
thing  of  the  kind  I  ever  saw  in  the  country,  I  shall 
mention  its  size :  the  surrounding  wall  was  of  large 
heavy  pieces  of  limestone,  and  about  three  feet  in 
height ;  the  enclosed  space  about  fifteen  feet  in 
diameter ;  and  at  the  foot  of  the  wall,  large  square 
blocks  of  lime,  which  three  or  four  men  would  hardly 
lift,  were  very  regularly  placed  in  an  exact  circle  as 
a  bench  j  the  upper  surface  of  these  stones  was  worn 
quite  smooth,  and  in  some  places  bore  a  polish,  from 
constant  use ;  in  the  centre  of  the  place  stood  one 
large  stone,  also  worn,  which  appeared  as  if  intended 
as  a  seat  for  the  dancer  who  is  within  the  circle,  to 
rest  upon. 

Round  a  point  west  of  the  ships,  and  called  Ar- 
na-k5a-khiak,  were  several  small  tenting-places  ;  and 
at  the  westernmost  end  of  the  island  were  four  huts, 
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built  of  flat  pieces  of  limestonei  but  I  believe  not 
intended  for  a  summer  residence  :  one  of  these  was 
really  very  neatly  constructed.  The  fourth  place  of 
established  residence  was  a  small  isthmus  on  the 
northern  side  of  the  island,  to  which  the  natives 
moved  before  the  snow  had  yet  left  the  ground; 
this,  about  four  miles  across  the  land  from  Pamee's 
Point,  was  named  Kayak-tarioo. 

In  one,  and  perhaps  more  of  the  large  lakes,  smaU 
trout  were  found;  ducks,  geese,  and  other  birds 
flocked  to  this  shore  in  the  breeding  season,  but  were 
too  much  disturbed  by  us  to  make  any  long  stay. 
A  long  low  island  near  Igloolik  was  famous  on  ac- 
count of  the  immense  flocks  of  brent-geese  which 
frequented  it ;  and  the  Eskimaux  caught  great  num- 
bers in  the  moulting  season.  The  place,  from  Ner- 
iSk,  a  brent-goose^  was  called  Ner  JS-nak-tdo. 

Igloolik,  or  more  properly  the  winter  station  of 
the  Hecla,*  is  in  69^  20'  42"  north  latitude,  and  in 
81^  40'  12"  west  longitude.  Mr.  Fisher's  observa- 
tory on  shore  was  in  latitude  69^  21',  and  longitude 
81*^  36'  34"  west  of  Greenwich. 


The  early  part  of  the  13th  was  very  hazy ;  but  the 
wind  gradually  increasing,  at  length  came  round  to 
the  north-west.  We  now  ran  through  the  ice  to  the 
southward,  and  at  intervals  saw  the  low  land,  in  con- 
tinuation of  Alugnuk,  west  of  us ;  by  midnight  we 
had  run  fifty  miles  from  Igloolik,  and  found  ourselves 
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off  Ooglitt,  a  small  low  island,  having  two  winter 
huts  on  it!  the  wind  now  became  light  and  vari- 
able. 

At  three,  a.  m.  of  the  14th,  three  of  our  old  ac- 
qiiaintance  came  off  in  their  canoes  from  the  main 
land,  which  at  this  part  was  named  Ar-wik-khido-a- 
wik.  We  received  these  first  visitors  so  well,  and  so 
loaded  them  with  presents,  that  we  were  speedQy 
visited  by  six  more  canoes,  which  were  all  treated  in 
the  same  manner;  old  Nannow  was  amongst  the 
others,  and  was  the  only  one  who  did  not  beg :  Tak- 
kalikkita  also  came  off;  and  while  I  was  handing 
him  a  present  from  our  small  boat,  in  which  I  was 
sitting  alone  alongside,  his  canoe  upset,  by  our  having 
too  much  way,  and  its  getting  broadside  on.  I  had 
great  difficulty  in  extricating  him,  and  his  frail  bark 
filled  instantly ;  we,  however,  put  all  in  order  for  him 
again,  and  repaired  his  losses  with  interest. 

We  remained  three  weary  days  in  the  offing  off* 
Ooglitt,  with  very  variable  and  unfavourable  weather ; 
fogs,  rain,  calms,  and  strong  southerly  winds,  relieving 
each  other.  The  whole  sea  to  the  southward  of  us 
was  entirely  filled  with  ice,  through  which  we  saw 
no  opening.  A  vast  quantity  of  walruses  were  heard 
grunting  near  us  all  the  morning  of  the  l6th,  and  one 
of  them  drove  undismayed  alongside  on  a  piece  of  ice ; 
he  was  killed  by  a  single  ball,  but  sank  before  a  boat 
could  be  lowered.  In  the  forenoon  I  took  one  boat, 
and  some  officers  another,  and  we  each  succeeded  in 
killing  a  walrus.     The  herd  from  which  we  obtained 
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these  were  nearly  all  females  with  their  cubs ;  and 
whilechasing  those  which  had  been  wounded  with  ball, 
we  observed  the  mothers  holding  their  young  between 
their  fore  flippers,  and  pushing  them  forward  when- 
ever they  were  in  danger  of  being  overtaken.  We 
merely  cut  off  the  heads,  aiid  took  some  flesh  and 
the  liver  from  our  prizes,  which  were  rather  small 
in  size. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  1 8th,  a  short  continuance 
of  light  northerly  wind  enabled  us  to  make  a  few  miles 
of  southing,  when  we  were  again  brought  up  by  the 
ice,  off  the  edge  of  which  we  lay  for  three  days  more. 
On  the  SSd,  by   taking  advantage  of  a  slack,  we 
ran  a  few  miles  to  the  southward,  and  were  at  last 
beset.     We  passed    Amtt-yoke.     Remaining  beset, 
we  drove  with  the  ice  to  the  southward,  and  at  noon 
on  the  24ths  were  abreast  of  Cape  Penrhynn.     By 
noon  on  the   25th,  we  had  driven  to  abreast  the 
Barrow  River—- rain,  calm,  fog,  as  usual.     Still  beset 
and  driving,  we  found  ourselves,  on  the  S6th,  about 
ten  miles  to  the  northward  of  Cape  Wilson.     On 
the  morning  of  the  ^th,  a  strong  northerly  breeze 
sprung  up,  and  we  bored  or  forced  our  way  amongst 
some  slack  ice  until  evening,  when  we  made  fast  to 
a  floe  in  shoal  water,  about  five  miles  to  the  north  of 
Point  Elizabeth :  we  had  made  about  twenty  miles 
on  this  day,  which  was  more  than  we  had  done  for  six- 
teen days ;  but  in  doing  this,  the  ship  received  some 
severe  shocks,  as  the  ice  was  very  heavy,  and  the  pieces 
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generally  lay  a  sufficient  distance  apart  to  allow  of 
the  ship's  getting  great  way  before  she  struck  them. 
We  had  now  for  many  days  experienced  the  effects 
of  the  same  strong  current,  or  set  of  tide  from  the 
northward,  which  we  had  so  much  trouble  in  advancinjg 
against  during  the  last  year.  Now  however  it  was  of 
great  assistance,  as  we  made  the  whole  of  our  way 
under  its  influence,  the  sea  being  closely  packed  with 
heavy  ice,  which  made  eight  or  ten  miles  southing  in 
the  twenty-four  hours. 

At  9  P*  M.  the  whole  body  of  ice  began  running 
wildly  t(^ether,  and  the  strain  against  the  ship  was 
very  powerful.  The  floe  by  which  we  hung,  soon 
burst  in  pieces  by  the  pressure  of  others,  and  we 
Fcnt  adrift  at  the  mercy  of  the  pack.  In  an  hour 
we  fell  alongside  another  large  floe  and  got  fast  to 
it,  but  this,  like  the  former,  soon  broke.  As  the 
ship  was  now  driving  very  fast  inshore,  we  unhung 
the  rudder,  expecting  soon  to  strike,  having  shoaled 
our  water  rapidly  from  twenty-two  to  eleven  fa- 
thoms. A  heavy  pressure,  however,  swept  us  off 
again,  and  by  midnight  we  found  ourselves  driving 
on  Point  Elizabeth,  which  was  flat,  and  had  a  long 
shoal  off  it.  In  a  few  minutes  we  shoaled  our  water 
from  twenty-four  to  seven  fathoms,  and  were  still 
nearing  the  point,  past  which  the  ice  was  running 
very  rapidly.  As  an  experiment,  we  now  made  all 
sail,  the  wind  being  fresh  from  N.  and  the  rudder 
being  unhung,  the  ship  could  only  go  off  free.    This 
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succeeded,  and  we  deepened  our  water  gradually, 
although  the  darkness  prevented  our  seeing  if  we 
were  again  running  on  to  any  other  shoal  point. 
The  quick  whirling  motion  of  the  heavy  floe  pieces 
helped  us  considerably,  and  the  sails  pushed  us  into 
any  openings  which  were  made ;  for  after  any  very 
severe  shock  the  heavy  ice  separated  for  a  few  mo- 
ments before  it  acquired  fresh  motion ;  and  thus  in 
about  two  hours,  and  by  a  few  feet  at  a  time,  we 
got  about  a  mile  from  the  danger.  The  ship 
seldom  complained,  or  cracked  so  much  on  any 
other  occasion  as  on  this  night,  but  she  received  no 
injury. 

By  eight  a.  m.  on  the  28th,  we  were  six  miles 
,  to  the  southward  of  Point  Elizabeth,  still  close  beset 
and  driving  with  the  ice.     At  noon,  being  twenty 
miles  to  the  northward  of  Winter  Island,  we  saw  its 
highest  hills  from  the   deck.     A  whale   came   up 
alongside,  and  remained  for  some  time.     During  the 
night  we  drove  round  the  point  off  Adderley's  Bluff 
into  the  deep  bight  to  the  northward   of  Winter 
Island,  ship  still  beset.      On  the  morning  of  the 
29th,  Turton's  Shoals  lay  about  three  miles  inshore 
of  us,  and  in  the  course  of  the  day  we  neared  con- 
siderably  two  small  islands,  which  lay  off  the  N.  E. 
extremity  of  Winter  Island.    In  the  afternoon  we  ob- 
served the  officers  of  the  Fury,  which  was  a  mile  or  two 
north  of  us,  on  the  ice,  firing  at  a  bear,  but  the  animal 
made  off.     In  the  evening  he  came  to  the  Hecla,  and 
continued  reconnoitring  us  for  about  half  an  houri 
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«  little  out  of  rifle  distance.  This  was  a  small,  but 
at  the  same  time  the  heaviest  animal  of  the  kind  we 
had  ever  seen,  its  haunches  being  formed  like  those 
of  a  very  fat  pig,  and  its  belly  of  a  great  size. 

During  the  night  we  were  swept  out  of  the 
strength  of  the  tides,  and  lay  not  above  a  mile  from 
the  northernmost  of  the  two  islands.  We  continued 
all  day  of  the  30th  to  drive  very  slowly  into  the 
opening  between  them  ;  and  a  little  before  daybreak 
on  the  31st,  found  ourselves  moving  quickly  through 
the  narrowest  part,  which  is  about  three  quarters  of 
a  mile.  When  it  was  light  we  had  opened  our  view 
a  little,  having  passed  about  300  yards  from  the 
outer  island,  and  100  yards  from  a  low  rock  off  it. 
The  soundings  were  very  regular,  from  thirty  to 
eighteen  fathoms ;  but  the  ice  had  considerable  mo- 
tion, and  heavy  pieces  lay  aground  on  each  side  of 
us.  When  clear  of  the  islands,  the  rush  of  tide  set 
us  about  two  miles  into  the  offing,  directly  for  a 
large  shoal,  on  which  heavy  ice  was  thrown  up,  and 
past  which  the  other  ice  was  running  at  above  a 
knot.  We  were  carried  within  half  a  cable's  length 
of  the  outer  edge  of  the  shoal,  and  from  thirty  to 
thirteen  fathoms  water.  Two  hours  elapsed  before 
we  drove  out  of  the  slack  water  caused  by  the  shoal, 
and  we  then  floated  quickly  along  the  coast  of  Winter 
Island.  At  noon  we  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing 
that  the  Fury  had  passed  safely  through  the  passage 
between  the  islands,  and  was  also  clear  of  the  shoal. 
By  three  p.  m.  we  rounded  Cape  Fisher,  oflT  which 
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heavy  ice  was  grounded,  and  were  soon  hurried  past 
our  old  winter  quarters,  which  were  closely  packed. 
We  had  a  good  view  of  the  graves  of  our  three 
people,  and  were  happy  to  observe  them  untouched 
by  the  natives  whom  we  had  left  here,  and  who 
might  have  been  tempted  to  open  them  to  search  for 
wood  or  iron.  The  Fury  remaining  stationary  with 
the  ice  off  Cape  Fisher  for  about  an  hour.  Captain 
Pai*ry  sent  three  officers  on  shore  to  examine  the 
graves,  &c.  At  their  return  they  brought  with 
them  radishes,  mustard  and  cress,  and  onions,  from 
our  gardens,  which  had  survived  a  winter,  and  were 
still  alive,  seventeen  months  from  the  time  they  were 
planted.  This  was  a  very  remarkable  proof  of  their 
having  been  preserved  by  the  covering  of  snow. 

We  had  now  been  nineteen  days  coming  from 
Igloolik,  and  had  been  carried  three  degrees  entirely 
at  the  mercy  of  the  ice.  In  no  part  of  our  voyage, 
even  at  the  commencement  of  winter,  had  we  been 
kept  in  such  a  state  of  constant  suspense  and 
anxiety  as  to  the  fate  of  the  ships  j  for  we  were  car* 
ried  into  every  bight,  and  swept  over  each  point 
without  the  power  of  helping  ourselves ;  and  had  we 
struck,  our  fate  would  in  all  human  probability  have 
been  decided. 

During  the  night  we  saw  the  aurora  very  bright 
over  Winter  Island.  It  was  remarkable  that  we 
should  have  seen  it  so  seldom  and  faintly  at  Igloolik, 
and  that  now  again,  we  should,  on  returning  to 
Winter  Island,  find  it  as  brilliant  as  we  had  been 
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accustomed  to  we  it  at  the  same  place  two  years  be- 
fore. The  nights  were  now  very  cold,  long,  and 
dark,  and  the  sea  froze  thickly  when  not  agitated. 

On  the  Ist  of  September,  at  daylight,  we  made 
all  sail,  and  forced  the  ship  a  little  farther  from  the 
land.  We  lost  sight  of  the  Fury,  which  was  carried 
round  Cape  Fisher ;  while  in  the  mean  time  we  drove 
along  the  N.  W.  shore  of  the  island,  very  close  to 
the  grounded  ice.  Soon  after  noon  the  southerly 
wind  drove  us  directly  for  the  beach,  and  at  about  a 
cable's  length  from  it  we  had  fifteen  fathoms  water. 
After  four  p.  m.  we  moved  slowly  off  again,  and  there 
remained  about  half  a  mile  from  the  rocks.  At 
night  the  wind  changed  suddenly  to  the  eastward, 
and  blew  very  strong  on  shore.  We  sent  down  top- 
gallant yards  and  struck  the  masts,  driving  broadside 
on  for  the  beach  ^  when  about  400  yards  from  it,  the 
ice  within  us  brought  us  up  in  sixteen  fathoms.  On 
the  2nd,  we  again  drew  off  and  moved  slowly  to  the 
eastward.  We  now,  with  an  easterly  wind,  bore  to 
the  southward  for  a  short  distance,  and  by  this 
means,  and  by  the  set  of  the  tide,  got  about  four  miles 
to  the  S.  W.  of  Cape  Fisher,  deepening  our  water  to 
fifty  fathoms.  In  the  evening  we  began  to  drive  up 
Lyon  Inlet,  and  a  very  thick  fog  came  on  with  a 
strong  N.  E.  wind.  We  were  however  in  lOS 
fathoms ;  but  by  eleven  we  shoaled  suddenly  to 
twenty.four,  without  knowiug  where  we  had  driven. 
The  weather  was  very  thick  and  raw,  and  a  great 
quantity  of  ice  formed  on  the  rigging. 
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By  one  a.  m.  on  the  drd,  we  again  deepened  our 
soundings  to  forty-nine  fatlioms,  still  driving  up  the 
inlet.  At  daylight  the  fog  cleared  away  a  little,  and 
we  saw  the  Fury  near  us ;  we  also  obtained  an  in- 
distinct view  of  the  land,  and  perceived  that  we  were 
in  mid  channel.  During  the  whole  day  and  night  we 
still  drove  up  the  inlet,  a  fresh  N.  E.  breeze  blowing, 
and  no  change  in  the  ice.  Soundings  above  ISO 
fathoms,  rather  more  than  a  mile  from  the  southern 
shore.  At  daylight  on  the  4th  a  very  light  air  came 
on  from  the  N.  W.  but  against  this  we  still  drove  to 
the  westward. 

During  the  5th  we  remained  nearly  as  high  up 
the  inlet  as  Five  Hawser  Bay.  Winds  very  light 
and  variable.     No  change  in  the  ice. 

At  day-break  on  the  6th  a  breeze  sprung  up  from 
the  N.  W.,  and  in  the  course  of  the  day  we  forced 
the  ship  as  far  down  as  to  within  three  or  four  miles 
of  Winter  Island.  It  then  fell  calm.  .  At  three 
p.  M.  Mr.  George  Fife,  Greenland  master,  departed 
this  life.  He  had  long  been  effected  by  the  scurvy, 
and  the  remedies  which  were  necessarily  admini- 
stered reduced  him  so  low  that  he  expired  from 
mere  exhaustion.  We  had  for  several  days  been  in 
suspense  as  to  what  turn  his  complaint  might  take, 
and,  though  we  had  some  hopes  of  him,  his  death 
was  not  wholly  unexpected.  He  was  himself  per- 
fectly aware  of  his  approaching  end,  and  after  settling 
all  his  worldly  affairs,  resigned  himself  to  his  fate  with 
greater  composure  than  I  had  ever  before  witnessed. 
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In  him  perished  the  father  of  a  large  family,  who 
depended  entirely  on  his  exertions  for  support ;  and 
all  his  shipmates  felt  the  most  sincere  regret  at  his 
loss.  He  was  an  old  and  experienced  seaman,  a  most 
valuable  and  useful  officer,  as  well  as  a  steady  and 
highly  respectable  man. 

There  were  circumstances  attending  the  illness  of 
Mr.  Fife,  which  should  act  as  an  example  or  warn- 
ing to  all  persons  employed  on  such  expeditions  as 
ours.  He  was  a  very  large  man,  of  a  full  habit 
of  body,  and  when  in  health  weighed  about  240 
pounds }  his  age  about  forty.  From  his  boyhood  he 
had  been  constantly  accustomed  to  hard  work  at  sea ; 
but  having  no  duty  during  our  long  winters,  he  ceased 
taking  any  exercise,  rarely  went  on  deck,  and  was 
very  averse  to  such  antiscorbutics  as  were  served  to 
us  all.  He  did  not  at  the  time  feel  any  ill  effects 
from  his  sedentuy  life,  but  every  one  warned  him  of 
continuing  it,  foreseeing  what  would  be  the  conse- 
quences. Having  thus  passed  two  long  winters  with 
impunity,  in  this  last  spring  his  limbs  became  hard 
and  swollen,  and  his  gums  greatly  inflamed.  These 
circumstances  he  concealed,  from  a  feeling  of  shame, 
for  the  space  of  a  fortnight,  at  the  end  of  which  time 
he  became  very  ill,  and  took  in  a  great  measure  to  his 
bed.  The  necessary  antiscorbutics  were  constantly 
administered,  but  his  aversion  to  acids  did  away  in  a 
great  measure  with  their  effect.  In  two  months  his 
disorder  abated  a  little,  though  he  was  very  much  weak- 
ened, and  during  the  last  week  the  scurvy  had  almost 
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left  hiin»  his  legs  and  gums  being  neariy  well ;  yet 
he  continued  sinking,  and  died  at  last  without  a 
struggle. 

The  morning  of  the  7th  broitght  us  no  change, 
unless  it  was  from  a  calm  to  a  light  air  directly 
against  us,  by  which  we  again  drove  up  the  inlet. 
In  the  afternoon  the  tide  set  us  down  again,  and 
close  round  a  point  to  the  left  of  Hoppner's  Strait, 
which  had  several  shoals  with  heavy  grounded  ice  oft* 
it.  While  amongst  these,  the  ice  became  stationary, 
and  we  lay  all  night  within  a  cable's  length  of  two  or 
three  of  them,  alongside  which  we  had  the  satisfaction 
of  finding  four  and  five  fathoms  water. 

During  the  day  we  had  heard  perpetual  barking 
and  howling  at  the  point,  and  in  the  evening  saw  a 
poor  dog  on  the  ice  some  distance  from  the  land ; 
after  dark  it  found  its  way  alongside,  and  was  caught. 
It  was  reduced  to  a  skeleton,  having  probably  been 
adrift  and  starving  for  some  time.  A  continued 
howling  being  heard  on  the  shore,  we  suspected 
that  some  Eskimaux  were  near  us,  but  none  were 
visible.  They  were  probably  strangers,  or  would 
otherwise  have  seen  and  come  to  hail  the  ship ;  be- 
sides this,  the  new  dog  did  not  appear  acquainted  with 
any  of  ours,  which  would  have  been  the  case  had  she 
come  from  Igloolik. 

At  daylight  on  the  8th  we  still  continued  amongst 
the  shoals,  wind  easterly.  In  the  forenoon  we  drove 
about  a  cable's  length  off  the  outer  shoal,  in  nine 
fathoms,  and  then  committed  the  body  of  our  de- 
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ceased  shipmate  to  the  deep.  The  afternoon  tide 
brought  us  again  to  within  the  ship's  length  of  the 
outer  shoal  in  seven  fathoms,  and  we  lay  in  con- 
siderable anxiety*  until  the  breeze  freshening,  we 
drove  off,  and  all  sail  being  set,  were  swept  slowly 
up  the  inlet,  but  still  very  close  to  the  shore.  Just 
before  dark  we  secured  the  ship  to  a  good-sized  floe, 
and  passed  a  tolerably  quiet  night,  during  which  it 
rained  very  hard,  and  a  thick  fog  set  in. 

At  daylight  on  the  9th,  the  fog  clearing  for  a  few 
minutes,  we  found  ourselves  about  two  cables'  length 
from  a  very  steep  rocky  beach,  but  the  weather  soon 
became  as  thick  as  ever :  wind  easterly  and  light. 
The  floe  by  which  we  were  hanging  turned  us  in- 
shore of  it  twice,  but  we  again  warped  round  to  its 
outer  edge.  We  continued  the  whole  day  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  rocks,  and  at  night-fall  the 
floe  drove  directly  on  for  the  shore,  when  we  suc- 
ceeded in  warping  to  another,  which  took  us  into 
twenty-eight  fathoms.  This  last  piece  of  ice  being 
in  the  set  of  the  tide,  held  its  own,  and  by  daylight 
on  the  10th  we  found  open  water  inshore  of  us  ;  into 
this  we  made  sail,  and  ran  three  or  four  miles  up  the 
inlet  to  near  the  Fury,  which  was  very  distant :  we 
then,  on  finding  the  ice  closing,  ran  as  before  into  the 
pack.  At  night  a  north-east  gale  set  in,  and  we 
found  the  whole  body  of  ice  setting  slowly  down  the 
inlet. 

By  the  morning  of  the  11th  the  vvind  came  round 
to  the  northward  j  the  ice  continued  setting  slowly 
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out  all  day,  but* towards  evening  began  to  run  very 
rapidly.  As  we  were  unable  to  get  into  the  heart  of 
the  pack,  we  drove  the  whole  way  close  to  the  shore, 
and  passed  the  shoals  off  which  we  lay  on  the  7th 
and  8th,  at  about  a  cable's  length  distance,  ice  run- 
ning two  knots.  During  the  night  we  drove  along 
Winter  Island,  and  at  daybreak  on  the  ISth  were 
about  three  miles  to  the  westward  of  Cape  Fisher. 
We  continued  to  drive  rapidly  to  the  southward  all 
day,  although  the  ivind  slackened,  and  came  round 
to  the  westward.  No  water  was  seen  in  any  direction. 
The  Fury  having  been  several  miles  higher  up  the 
inlet  than  the  Hecla,  was  much  later  in  getting  out  of 
the  in-draught ;  but  before  night  we  had  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  her  off  Cape  McLaren,  although  about 
fifteen  miles  distant  from  us.  We  were  now  in  the 
offing,  at  least  fifteen  miles  from  any  land,  and  very 
tightly  beset.  It  is  quite  out  of  my  power  to  describe 
the  extreme  satisfaction  we  all  felt  on  finding  our- 
selves at  length  clear  of  the  inlet,  where  the  ship  had 
been  continually  in  danger,  from  which  no  human 
exertion  could  have  extricated  her.  In  fact,  during 
the  last  twelve  days  we  had  suffered  more  anxiety  and 
trouble  than  in  the  whole  course  of  the  voyage ;  and^ 
for  my  own  part,  I  would  instantly  have  preferred 
being  frozen  up  during  another  eleven  months  winter 
to  passing  again  so  anxious  a  period  of  time. 

Ten  of  the  twelve  nights  were  passed  on  deck  in 
expectation  each  tide  of  some  decided  change  in  our 
affairs,  either  by  being  left  on  the  rocks,  or  grounding 
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is  iuefa  shoal  water  that  the  whole  body  of  ice  must 
have  slid  over  us.  But»  as  that  good  old  seaman 
Baffla  expresses  himself,  **  God,  which  is  greater  than 
either  ice  or  tide,  always  delivered  us/' 

Itt  the  course  of  the  13th  and  14th  we  drove  down 
past  Vansittart  Island,  and  saw  Southampton  Island. 
The  Fury  had  been  slowly  nearing  us  all  this  time, 
and  now  by  signal  ordered,  that  the  extra  provisions, 
&c.  we  had  begun  to  serve  out,  should  be  stopped ;  a 
precaution  rendered  very  necessary  by  our  prospects 
of  detention. 

On  the  15th,  the  Fury  neared  us  to  within  about 
three  miles.  In  the  evening  we  saw  a  considerable 
quantity  of  open  water  from  the  masthead  in  the 
south-east.  Fife  Rock  was  also  seen  five  or  six  miles 
to  the  southward.  The  wind  had  now  been  from 
the  north-westward  for  three  days ;  the  nights  were 
very  cold,  and  the  sludge-ice  was  formed  so  thick 
every  night,  as  in  many  places  to  bear  a  man  ;  so  that 
the  pack  in  which  we  lay  was  in  a  manner  cemented 
together. 

All  hands  were  constantly  employed  during  the 
l6th  in  endeavouring  to  turn  the  ship's  head  to  the 
eastward,  but  without  being  able  to  move  her.  Mr. 
Geo.  Crauford,  Greenland  mate  of  the  Fury,  having 
on  the  7th  been  appointed  to  fill  Mr.  Fife's  vacancy 
as  Greenland  master,. now  joined  us  by  walking  over 
the  ice  from  the  Fuiy,  a  distance  of  nearly  two  miles. 
I  received  by  him  letters,  &c.  from  Captain  Parry, 
and  learnt  that  all  were  well  in  his  ship.     At  5  a.  m. 
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on  the  17th  we  again  began  working,  and  after  three 
hours  turned  the  ship's  head.  At  9  twenty  men 
came  over  the  ice  to  assist  us,  and  in  ten  hours  we 
warped,  and  sailed  into  the  open  water,  which,  had 
been  about  two  miles  from  us :  here  the  Fury  was 
waiting  for  us,  and  we  made  all  sail  with  a  fair  wind 
and  clear  sea  for  the  Trinity  Islands.  We  had  now 
been  thirty-five  days  beset,  and  in  that  period  had 
driven  with  the  ice  above  three  hundred  miles  with* 
out  any  exertion  on  our  part,  and  also  without  a 
possibility  of  Extricating  ourselves.  We  had  by  this 
means  abundant  proof  of  the  strong  and  continual 
set  from  the  northward,  and  the  impossibility  of  a 
ship  making  any  way  against  it,  unless,  as  in  our 
ease  in  1832,  she  started  before  the  land  ice  had  se- 
parated from  the  shore ;  by  this  she  might  warp  or 
hold  as  occasion  required,  if  strong  enough  to  resist 
the  great  pressure  to  which  our  two  ships  were  then 
subjected.  Until  we  were  driven  up  Lyon  Inlet,  our 
daily  drift  was  from  eight  to  ten  miles,  whatever 
quarter  the  wind  was  blowing  from.  After  clearing 
.^e  inlet,  we  drove  to  abreast  of  Southampton  Island 
at  the  same  rate. 

We  ran  all  night  east-south-eart,  and  made  seventy 
miles  by  noon  of  the  18th.  With  a  light  but  still 
favourable  breeze,  we  continued  our  course,  and  I 
passed  the  day  on  board  the  Fury  with  Captain 
Parry.  As  the  Trinity  Isles  were  not  above  twenty- 
five  miles  distant  at  dark,  we  lay  to  until  3^  a.  m.  on 
the  19th,  when  we  again  made  sail.     By  8  a.  m.  we 
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were  some  miles  beyond  the  islands,  and  abreast  the 
centre  of  Nottingham  Island.  Favourable  weather 
oontinuedy  and  still  running  east-south-east,  by  noon 
of  the  20th  we  had  made  a  hundred  and  ten  miles 
in  the  twenty-four  hours ;  an  amazing  prepress  for 
people  who  had  for  above  two  years  considered  twenty 
miles  in  the  same  period  as  a  subject  of  great  ex- 
ultation. As  we  now  considered  ourselves  in  the 
fiur  way,  we  made  preparations  for  crossing  the  At- 
lantic, by  hoisting  in  and  breaking  up  our  waste 
boats,  which  were  old  and  unserviceable,  getting  the 
spike  plank  on  board,  and  bending  large  courses, 
reeving  sea  ropes,  &c. 

In  the  evening  we  saw  the  land,  distant,  and  east- 
south-east  :  it  was,  as  I  supposed,  the  bluff  above  the 
Upper  Savage  Island.  We  also  discovered  a  large 
berg,  which  was  a  novelty,  and  the  first  piece  of  ice 
seen  since  we  quitted  the  pack  on  the  17th,  a  longer 
period  of  open  water  than  we  had  ever  met  with  since 
the  Nautilus  left  us. 

As  we  were  now  about  halfway  down  the  strait,  a 
good  look-out  was  kept  for  the  Hudson's  Bay  ships, 
this  being  their  general  time  of  returning ;  and  it  may 
be  imagined,  that  afler  twenty-nine  months  absence 
from  civilized  man,  we  were  very  anxious  to  obtain 
news  of  old  England. 

We  continued  running  four  and  five  knots  with  a 
south-easterly  wind  all  the  Slst  and  22nd.  On  the 
forenoon  of  the  2Srd  we  made,  and  in  the  evening 
passed.  Resolution  Island,  at  about  mid-channel  be^ 
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tween  it  and  Button's  Islands ;  before  dark  we  were 
in  the  offing  and  swell  of  the  Atlantic.  During  the 
last  two  or  three  days  we  saw  several  bergs,  but  no 
other  ice ;  and  passing  near  one,  picked  up  some  solid 
blocks,  which  Were  stowed  away  as  presents  for  our 
friends  at  home,  to  cool  their  wine. 

The  breeze  moderated  towards  evening  of  the 
24th.  Nothing  could  be  more  delightful  than  the 
change  of  temperature  we  now  began  to  experience  i 
the  ^r  and  water  at  noon  were  40**,  and  fell  but 
little  lower  during  the  night.  Numerous  flocks  of 
mallemuks  and  kittiwakes  hovered  round  us  all  day ; 
and  being  now  new  to  us,  as  none  had  been  seen 
since  July,  1821,  enlivened  the  scene  very  much. 

With  variable  but  favourable  winds,  we  continued 
to  lay  our  course,  and  average  above  120  miles  a  day ; 
one  or  two  sharp  gales,  with  very  heavy  sea,  set  in 
from  the  south-eastward,  but  the  wind  soon  went 
down  again.  In  the  blowing  weather,  we  had  an 
excellent  opportunity  of  observing  how  the  Hecia 
behaved  ;  and  it  was  agreed  by  all,  that  her  qualities 
as  a  good  sea  boat  were  established  ;  we  rolled  very 
deep,  but  so  easy,  as  on  no  occasion  to  give  any  ap- 
prehension of  her  carrying  away  any  of  her  spars. 

On  the  7th  October,  during  a  short  calm,  I  spent 
a  few  hours  with  Captain  Parry,  and  received  such 
instructions  as  were  requisite  in  case  he  should  leave 
the  ships  as  soon  as  we  made  the  land.  On  the 
8th,  a  heavy  S.  E.  gale  blew  all  day,  and  brought 
us  under  main-topsail  and  foresail ;  but  in  the  even- 
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ing  it  subsided,  leaving  a  very  uneasy  sea :  on  this 
day  we  saw  a  galliot,  which  crossed  us  at  a  few  miles ; 
and  our  being  once  more  in  a  frequented  track  was 
a  great  satisfaction  to  us.  On  the  morning  of  the 
9th,  we  saw  an  English  ship  a  few  miles  to  the  north- 
ward of  us,  which  appeared  to  have  lost  some  of 
her  yards  during  the  recent  gale.  In  the  forenoon 
we  made  the  land  of  Orkney,  having  only  been 
three  weeks  in  running  from  the  ice  off  South- 
aaipton  Island,  and  sixteen  days  from  Resolution 
Island ;  an  amazingly  speedy  and  no  less  desirable 
passage,  as  two-thirds  of  our  way  was  run  without 
our  having  had  a  single  gale.  On  this  forenoon, 
both  ships  exercised  their  guns,  in  order  to  have  every 
thing  in  readiness  in  case  of  a  war ;  for  although  our 
force  was  insignificant,  we  were  yet  sufficiently  stroi^ 
to  resist  any  small  privateers ;  and  with  respect  to 
foreign  men  of  war,  we  felt  confident  that  they  would 
not  molest  us.  As  we  did  not  intend,  in  any  case,  to 
act  otherwise  than  on  the  defensive,  we  were  now  as 
well  prepared  as  we  could  possibly  be ;  but  hoping, 
for  the  good  and  happiness  of  our  country,  that  all 
the  world  were  still  at  peace.  A  signal  was  made  at 
noon,  for  the  officers  to  prepare  their  documents  to 
be  delivered  up,  agreeably  to  the  Admiralty  orders, 
by  noon  on  the  morrow.  The  strong  southerly  wind 
continued  all  night,  and  at  one,  a.  m.  on  the  10th, 
we  passed  Fair  Island,  between  Orkney  and  Shet- 
land ;  we  then  bore  up  for  Lerwick,  in  Shetland,  at 
which  port  we  arrived  and  anchored  at  noon. 
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Here  ceases  the  regular  journal  of  our  voyage ; 
and  while  I  feel  the  extreme  difficulty  of  describing 
our  reception  in  our  own  country,  I  rejoice  in  being 
able  to  pay  a  just  tribute  of  gratitude  to  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Lerwick,  in  particular,  for  their  unparalleled 
hospitality  towards  us.  The  entire  population,  dressed 
in  their  best  clothes,  received  us  on  our  arrival  with 
repeated  cheers ;  at  night,  the  whole  town^  even  to 
the  most  miserable  cottage,  was  thickly  illuminated, 
tar  barrels  were  burnt  in  every  street,  while  cheer- 
ing and  rejoicing  continued  throughout  the  night  y 
every  door  was  open  to  us,  and  all  whom  we  met 
proffered  us  compliments  and  sincere  offers  of  service. 
To  describe  the  effect  this  produced  on  our  feelings 
would  be  impossible :  the  sudden  burst  of  news  for 
two  years  and  a  half,  the  glorious  accounts  of  the 
happy  state  of  our  country,  the  sight  of  civilized 
man,  with  our  own  emotions  at  having  been  spared  to 
return  home  again,— were  most  painfully  delightful. 

On  the  Sunday  forenoon,  the  officers  of  both  ships, 
and  as  many  men  as  could  be  spared,  attended  the 
church  service,  when  the  venerable  Mr.  Menzies 
gave  us  a  most  excellent  discourse.  This  worthy 
divine  offered  up  for  us  two  such  prayers  and  thanks- 
givings as  can  never  be  forgotten  ;  and  while  doing 
so,  his  own  feelings  were  such  as  frequently  to  stop 
his  utterance ;  the  whole  congregation  was  in  tears, 
as  if  rendering  thanks  for  the  return  of  their  nearest 
relatives,  instead  of  perfect  strangers  as  we  were. 
Insensible  indeed  must  have  been  the  heart  of  any 
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one  of  U8  which  was  not  overflowing  with  gratitude 
to  the  Ahnighty  and  protecting  God,  who  had  carried 
U8  in  safety  through  so  many  dangers. 

The  wind  ceased  during  the  night,  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  13th,  came  round  from  the  north- 
ward ;  at  noon  we  weighed,,  and,  accompanied  by  all 
the  gentlemen  of  the  place,  sailed  from  the  port : 
our  friends  left  us,  when  we  discharged  our  pilots, 
under  three  hearty  cheers ;  and  with  a  fair  wind  we 
ran  for  the  coast  of  England.  On  the  l6th,  Captain 
Parry  landed  at  Whitby,  and  his  Majesty's  ships 
Fury  and  Hecla  made  for  the  Thames,  which  we 
entered  on  the  21st,  after  an  absence  of  two  years 
and  a  half. 


THE    END. 
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PREFACE 


In  order  that  the  object,  and  a  few  other 
particulars,  of  my  voyage  towards  Repulse 
Bay,  may  be  fully  understood  to  my  readers, 
I  venture  to  solicit  their  attention  to  a 
short  preface,  which  is  intended  to  explain 
such  circumstances  as  are  essential  to  those 
who  do  me  the  honour  of  perusing  my 
journal. 

It  may  be  remembered  that  in  Captain 
Parry's  second,  or  last,  voyage^  sufficient 
reasons  are  advanced,  to  favour  the  suppo- 
sition that  a  Western  portion  of  the  Polar 
Sea,  lies  at  no  great  distance  across  iMel- 
ville  Peninsula  from  Bepulse  Bay,  and  that 
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It  preface. 

all  the  Esquimaux  agree  in  placing  it  at 
three  days'  journey. 

Should  this  be  the  case,  of  which  I  be- 
lieve no  doubt  is  entertained,  the  water  in 
question  may  be  inferred  to  join  that  sea, 
which  opens  out  from  the  western  mouth 
of  the  Strait  of  the  Fury  and  Hecla,  and 
the  form  of  the  Peninsula  may  be  toler« 
ably  imagined  &om  the  charts  drawn  Jby 
the  natives. 


A  bight  may  therefore  exist  as  far  to  the 
southward  as  Akkoolee,  which  is  the  oppo- 
site shore  from  Repulse  Bay ;  and  it  cer- 
tainly would  be  an  object  of  great  interest 
to  trace  the  connexion  of  its  shores,  with 
Point  Turnagain,  at  which  Captain  Frank- 
lin's operations  terminated. 

For  this  purpose  Earl  Bathurst  did  me 
the   honour  of   employing  me,    and   my 
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Lords  Cbmmissioners  of  the  Admiralty, 
furnished  His  Majesty's  Ship  Griper,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  me  to  Repulse 
Bay. 

It  was  intended  that  I  should  winter 
there,  and  in  the  spring  of  1825,  I  was  to 
proceed  with  a  small  party  across  Melville 
Peninsula,  and  endeavour  to  trace  the 
shores  of  the  Polar  sea,  as  far  as  the  above- 
mentioned  point.  For  the  better  accom- 
plishment of  this  service,  an  adequate  sup- 
ply of  warm  clothing,  instruments,  sledges, 
&c.,  were  provided,  and  two  boats,  to  be 
covered  with  water-proof  canvas,  were 
carried  out  in  frame. 

The  crew  of  His  Majesty's  Ship  Griper 
were  as  follows : 


Captain        ....  1 

Lieutenants  ...  2 

Carried  forward        .  3 
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Brought  forward 
Purser 

AssiBtant  Surveyor 
Midshipman 
Assistant  Surgeon 
Gunner 
Petty  Officers 
Corporal  of  Marines 
Able  Seamen 

Total 


3 


41 


The  Griper  was  a  gun  brig  of  one  hun- 
dred and  ei^tj  terns,  which  had  been  con- 
siderably strengthened  and  raised  upon,  to 
accompany  Captain  Parry  onhis  first  voyage, 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  now 
Captain  Liddon.  Every  comfort,  in  food 
and  other  necessaries,  was  most  liberally 
provided  for  us,  and  Sylvester's  stove  was 
fitted  in  the  hold,  in  the  same  manner  as 
in  Captain  Parry's  vessels. 


I  have  given  a  reduced  chart  of  our 
route,  in  order  to  point  out  the  errors  of 
former  ones ;    and   I  am   happy  in  here 


having  an  opportunity  of  thanking  Mr.  E. 
N.  Kendall,  assistantHstirveyor,  for  the  very 
able  way  in  which  he  has  assisted  me  with 
his  observations,  and  in  the  pkn  of  our 
route.  Mr.  Edward  Finden,  by  whom  the 
plates  are  engraved,  has  obligingly  pre« 
sented  me  with  some  etched  outlines,  co^ 
pied  from  sketches  which  I  made  of  a  flsw 
of  our  acquaintance  on  the  last  voyage,  and  I 
have  here  taken  the  liberty  of  introducing 
them,  as  they  give  some  idea  of  the  cast 
of  the  Esquimaux  coimtenance. 

To  Professor  Barlow  I  beg  to  return  my 
thanks  for  the  interesting  paper  in  the  ap- 
pendix, on  the  observations  which  Mr. 
Kendall  and  myself  were  enabled  to  make 
on  the  magnetic  errors  of  our  compasses ; 
and  I  am  no  less  indebted  to  Dr.  Hooker 
of  Glasgow,  for  his  valuable  communica- 
tion on  the  few  plants  which  I  procured  in 
three  short  visits  to  the  shore. 
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I  purposed  adding  to  the  appendix,  a 
copy  of  our  meteorological  journal,  but  it 
has  been  registered  on  so  extensive  a  scale 
that  it  would  be  too  much  to  insert  in  this 
small  volume.  For  the  &rther  information 
of  my  readers,  I  have  inserted  copies  of  my 
instructions  from  the  Admiralty  and  Earl 
Bathurst. 


OFFICIAL  INSTRUCTIONS. 


By  the  Commissioners  for  Executing 
the  Office  of  Lord  High  Admired 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland^  &c. 

YOU  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  put  to  tea, 
on  the  10th  instant,  with  the  sloop  you  i  jmmand,:.  in 
company  with  the  Snap,  surveying  vessel,  whose  Coa^ 
mander  has  been  placed  by  us  under  your  orders;  and 
to  proceed  with  all  convenient  expedition  towards  Hud- 
son's Straits,  until  you  reach  the  ice,  or  arrive  off  Cape 
Chidley,  when  you  are  to  receive  into  the  Grriper,  from 
the  Snap,  the  articles  that  vessel  is  to  carry  out  for  you ; 
and  you  are  then  to  order  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Snap  to 
part  company,  and  proceed  to  Newfoundland,  according 
to  his  former  orders,  and  no  longer  to  consider  himself 
under  your  command.     And  you  will  send  by  the  Snap 


X  OFFICIAL  INSTRUCTIONS. 

an  aoooimt  of  your  jtfooeediiigs  to  the  day  of  her  parting 
company  fircmi  you. 

You  are  afterwards  to  take  such  route  as  you  may 
deem  best  for  reaching  Repulse  Bay,  or  Wager  River  ; 
and  you  toe  to  place  the  Griper  in  s^curityi  in  eidier  of 
the  said  places,  which  you  may  find  from  circumstances 
best  calculated  for  the  purpose,  with  reference  to  the 
duties  you  have  to  perfcmn  under  the  instructions  you 
will  receive  frcnn  Earl  Bathurst,  one  of  His  Majesty^s 
principal  Secretaries  of  State. 

Having  so  placed  the  Griper  in  security,  you  are  to 
proceed  yourself,  with  those  destined  to  accompany  you 
in  the  execution  of  the  said  instructions  from  the  Secre^ 
tary  of  State,  leaving  the  Griper,  during  your  absence, 
in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Francis  Harding. 

Having  executed  the  duty  you  are  charged  with  by 
the  Secretary  of  State,  you  are  to  lose  no  time  in  return- 
ing to  England  in  the  Griper ;  reporting  your  arrival  to 
our  Secretary  for  our  informadon. 

You  are  to  leave  instructions  with  Lieutenant  Hard* 
ing  for  his  guidance  during  your  absence  in  Attetka ; 
and  you  are  to  give  him  directions  regarding  lii&  even- 
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tually  leaving  the  coast,  and  returniiig  in  the  Griper 
to  England,  should  drcumstancet  induce  you  to  take 
any  other  route  homewards,  or  prevent  your  rejoining 
him  within  a  certain  period,  as  to  the  limit  of  which, 
you,  at  the  time  of  your  departure,  will  be  the  best 
judge. 

Given  under  our  bands  the  7th  June,  1824. 

MELVILLE. 
G.  COCKBURN. 


By  Command  of  their  Lordships, 

J.  W.  CROKER. 


To  Captain  Gso.  F.  Ltok,  Cam- 
manding  His  Majesty's  Sloop 
XSripeTy  at  Deptford. 
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Downing'StreeU  SthJune^  1884. 

Sib,- 

Having  submitted  your  name  to  His  Majesty,  as 
a  fit  person  to  be  employed  in  the  examinatibn  of  the 
eastern  part  of  the  North  Coast  of  North  America,  from 
the  Western  Shore  of  Melville  Peninsula  to  the  point 
where  Captain  Franklin^s  late  journey  terminated ;  and 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  having  ap- 
pointed yoa  to  the  command  of  His  Majesty^s  ship 
Griper,  to  enable  you  to  execute  this  service,  and  with 
orders  to  proceed  to  the  most  conveident  spot  icx  com* 
mendng  your  operations ;  and  their  Lordships  having, 
moreover,  informed  me  of  the  perfect  readiness  of  the 
said  ship  to  proceed,  I  am  to  desire  that  you  will  lose  no 
time  in  putting  to  sea  according  to  their  orders,  and  pro-' 
ceeding  to  the  place  or  places  therein  pointed  out ;  on 
your  arrival  at  which,  if  the  season  and  state  of  the 
weather  will  admit,  you  are  to  endeavour,  with  a  party, 
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to  crofs  the  Melville  Peninsula,  and  examine  that  port 
of  the  ooaat  of  the  Polar  Sea,  where  your  reflearchea  in 
the  following  spring  are  to  commoMse,  in  order  that  from 
the  state  of  the  ice,  or  other  drcumstanoes,  you  may 
take  measures  during  the  winter  to  be  perfectly  prepared 
to  prosecute  your  journey,  either  by  land  or  water,  to  the 
ultimate  object  of  your  destination. 


made  your  previous  observations  as  above- 
mentioned,  and  the  necessary  preparations  which  ihey 
may  have  suggested,  you  are,  in  die  fidlowing  spring  of 
the  year,  to  pcoeeed  with  sudi  a  number  of  men  as  ]rou 
may  deem  requisite,  and  with  audi  boats,  provinons, 
and  stores,  as  you  may  be  able  with  convenience  to 
carry,  to  cross  the  Peninsula  a  second  time,  and  proceed 
westerly  by  land,  or  by  water,  as  circumstances  may 
admit,  until  you  shall  arrive  at  Point  Turn-again,  stop- 
ping as  little  as  possible  on  your  route  thither,  in  order 
that  you  may  have  the  more  time  in  the  favourable  sea- 
son»  for  making  obsarvations  on  your  return,  when  you 
will  endeavour  to  ase^tain,  as  ocnrectly  as  your  means 
will  allow,  the  latitudes  and  longitudes  q(  the  various 
headlands,  inlets,  islands,  S^c.9  which  may  occur  in  the 
Une  of  your  route. 
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It  will  be  exceedingly  desirable  that,  in  the  ooune  of 
this  journey,  you  should,  not  only  yourself,  but  also 
those  who  accompany  you,  collect  all  such  observations 
on  the  tides,  currents,  state  of  the  ice,  and  other  parti- 
culars, as  may  be  useful  to  geograjdiy,  and  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  coast  along  which  you  are  about  to  proceed, 
as  well  as  to  sdence  in  general;  and  you  are  also  to  col- 
lect as  many  specimens  of  natural  history,  in  its  various 
departments,  as  you  shall  have  the  means  of  catrying 
along  with  you ;  and  to  make  accurate  drawii^  of  such 
objects  as  may  not,  from  their  magnitude,  be  capable  of 
being  brought  away. 

You  are  to  use  every  means  in  your  power  for  pro- 
tecting the  people  engaged  with  you  in  this  enterprise, 
against  any  hostili^  of  such  natives  as  you  may  fall  in 
with,  and  be  careful  not  unnecessarily  to  expose  them,  to 
the  severity  of  the  weather,  using  such  means  as  are 
within  your  reach  for  preserving  their  health,  during  the 
continuance  of  the  land  journey.  And  having  returned 
from  the  Expedition,  and  rgcnned  His  Majesty^s  ship 
Griper,  you  are  then  to  consider  yourself  under  the 
orders  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  and 
govern  your  further  proceedings  accordingly.  I  trans- 
mit for  your  further  information.  Extracts  of  the  In- 
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stmctions  which  have  been  given  to  Ci^>tain  Parry  for 
hia  guidaiice  on  the  Expedition  to  which  he  has  been  ap- 
pointed. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  Servant, 

BATHURST. 


Captain  Lyok,  R.N. 
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REPULSE  BAY, 


Br 


SIR  THOMAS  ROWES  WELCOME. 


On    Thursday,    June   10th,    1824,  at  eight     1824. 
A.M.,    the    Earl;  of  Liverpool    steam-vessel     June, 
took   us   in  tow,     and  leaving  our  hulk  at 
Deptford,   at    three   P.M.,    we  anchored    at 
Greenhithe. 

On  the  11th,  Professor  Barlow,  for  whom 
we  had  waited  at  Greenhithe,  came  on  hoard 
and  fitted  his  plate  for  correcting  the  com- 
passes from  the  effects  of  local  attraction. 
On  the  12th  we  weighed,  and  working  down 
the  river,  anchored  at  night  in  Lee  Roads. 
Weighing  at  daylight  on  the  13th,  we  reached 
the  Little  Nore  at  noon,  and  found  lying  there 
his  majesty's  surveying-vessel.  Snap,.  Lieut. 
F.  Bullock,  who  having  taken  on  board  a  por- 
tion  of  our   stores,    in   consequence   of  the 
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18M.  Griper  having  been  fonnd  too  deeply  laden 
Jane,  to  cross  the  Atlantic^  was  to  accompany  ns  to 
the  entrance  of  Hudson's  Strait,  whence  she 
would  afterwards  proceed  to  Newfoundland. 
On  the  16lh  Commissioner  Cunningham  ar- 
rived from  Chatham^  and  the  ship's  company 
received  their  river  pay^  with  three  months*  ad- 
vance ;  when^  having  provided  themselves  with 
such  a  portion  of  warm  clothing  as  my  former 
experience  in  the  Polar  seas  caused  me  to  in- 
sist on  their  purchasing,  and  having  sent  their 
wives  on  shore,  at  four  P.M.  we  weighed 
in  company  with  die  Snap,  and  made  sail  for 
the  Swin.  We  now  found  that  being  in  salt 
water,  the  ship  drew  sixteen  feet  one  inch 
abaf^,  and  fifteen  feet  ten  inches  forward. 
At  night-fall  his  majesty's  ship  Brisk  passed, 
and  Captain  Hope  honoured  us  with  three 
cheers,  informing  me  at  the  same  time  that 
Captain  Parry  had  passed  through  the  Pent- 
land  Frith.  We  anchored  off  the  buoy  of  the 
Mouse,  and  were  detained  until  daylight  of 
the  18th,  by  a  strong  north-eaUt  wind.  It 
then  moderated  from  the  northward^  and  we 
weighed. 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th  the  wind 
veered  to  the  southward,  and  we  had  a  toler- 
ably good  run  until  thirty  minutes  after  seven, 
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AJA.y  when  we  anchored  in  Yannonth  roads    18H. 
nnti]  ten  A.M.9  for  the  purpose  of  exchanging    ^^uiie. 
our  pilot.     We  then  weighed  and  ran  through 
the  Cockle  Gat.     From  Yarmouth  I  informed 
their  lordships  of  our  proceedings  up  to  this 
date. 

We  had  arrived  off  Scarborough  by  die 
afternoon  €^  the  20th ,  when  the  wind  fell^ 
and  it  was  not  until  the  forenoon  of  the  SSd^ 
that  we  came  abreast  of  Whitby. 

At  daylight  of  the  23d,  behig  off  Shields, 
we  discharged  the  pilot,  by  whom  I  sent  a 
letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty.  Light 
airs  and  calms,  with  fogs  and  rain,  detained  us 
here  until  noon  of  the  26th ;  and  as  a  constant 
and   heavy  ground   swell    continued    during 
the  whole  of  this  time,  I  was  sorry  to  ob- 
serve that  the  Griper,  from  her  great  depth 
and  sharpness  forward,  pitched  very  deeply. 
Dnring  our  delay  several  looms  and  puffins 
which  were  very  numerous,  were  killed,  and 
in  a  little  excursion  for  the  purpose  of  try^ 
ing  my  Esquimaux  canoe,  one  of  the  officers 
WHS  upset  in  it,  and  very  narrowly  escaped 
drowning,  as  he  was  much  exhausted  by  his 
endeavours  to   extricate  himself,   before,  we 
could  come  to  his  assistance  in  the  attendant 
boat.    With  a  moderate  breeze  from  the  east- 
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ward,  we  again  made  some  progress,  and  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  28tb  came  in  sight  of  the 
Caithness  shore^  near  Noss  Head.  As  the 
breeze  appeared  likely  to  continue,  I  ordered 
Lieutenant  Bnllock  to  proceed  with  all  despatch 
to  Stromness^  that  the  supplies  which  we  re- 
quired might  be  prepared  against  our  arrival ; 
and  the  better  to  accomplish  this^  Mr.  M anico 
accompanied  him^  charged  with  a  commission 
to  purchase  two  strong  Shetland  ponies  which 
we  purposed  taking  out  on  trial.  Off  Noss 
Head  we  procured  a  pilot  in  the  evening,  and 
with  the  wind  from  the  south-eastward  crossed 
the  mouth  of  Sinclair's  Bay.  We  had  not 
however  ran  above  four  miles  from  the  Head, 
when  a  thick  fog  set  in^  and  the  wind  be  ing  on 
shore,  with  the  tide  running  strong  to  the 
northward,  we  hauled  off  to  avoid  being  set 
down  on  the  Fentland  Skerries. 

Having  made  an  offing,  until  by  the  pilot's 
account  of  the  set  of  the  tide,  we  could  wea- 
ther the  Head,  we  again  stood  in-shore ;  but  a 
heavy  swell,  through  which  the  ship  made  no 
way,  and  a  light  air,  rendered  her  quite  un- 
manageable ;  and  the  tide  having  turned,  we 
were  carried  right  for  the  Head ;  for  at  ten 
P.M.  we  obtained  soundings  in  twenty-five 
fathoms,    and  saw  the    shadow    of  the   cliff 
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close  above  us^  while  at  the  same  moment  18M 
the  breakers  were  seen  and  heard  under  our  <^*'*^ 
bows. 

Onr  next  cast  gave  us  four  fadioms^  but 
most  opportunely  a  flaw  of  wind  came  edging 
round  the  rock,  and  we  were  fortunate  in  stay* 
ing  the  ship,  and  just  clearing  her  of  the  reef. 
Guided  by  the  sound  of  the  breakers,  and  our 
hand  leads,  we  succeeded  in  running  into  an 
anchorage  in  fifteen  fathoms,  apparently  shel- 
tered by  some  part  of  the  high  land.  As 
Sinclair's  Bay  is  the  only  place  affording  an- 
chorage along  a  great  extent  of  this  most  pre« 
cipitous  coast,  we  were  most  thankful  for  our 
security.  I  cannot  pass  over  the  circum- 
stances of  this  escape  without  deploring  the 
extreme  ignorance  of  the  pilots  for  this  part 
of  the  coast ;  om*s,  for  instance,  not  having 
any  idea  of  our  situation  when  anchored,  and 
having  been  most  positive  that  the  set  of  the 
tide,  with  which  he  declared  himself  perfectly 
acquainted,  could  not  possibly  sweep  us 
near  the  head,  on  the  course  we  had  been 
steering. 

On  the  forenoon  of  the  29th  the  fog 
cleared,  and  we  found  ourselves  about  three 
cables'  length  from  the  land,  and  near  the 
ruins  of  two  fine  old  castles  of  the  Sindairs^ 
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IMl  which  were  built  on  the  steep  edge  of  the 
J«M.  cliff.  At  one  P.M.,  a  change  of  wind  having 
token  place,  we  weighed,  and  ran  with  the 
ebb  for  the  Pentland  Firth ;  but  being  nnable 
in  a  stiff  brec«e,  and  with  studding-sails  set, 
to  get  above  four  knots  out  of  the  ship,  which 
was  twice  whirled  round  in  an  eddy,  from 
which  we  could  not  escape,  we  lost  the  tide, 
and  in  consequence  did  not  arrive  at  Strom-* 
ness  until  one  A.M.  of  the  30th.  We  found 
that  the  Snap,  havmg  been  carried  out  from 
the  Firth  to  sea  in  the  fog,  had  only  arrived 
<m  the  preceding  evening. 

As  refreshments  were  not  to  be  procured 
at  Stromness,  the  Hudson's  Bay  ships,  which 
sailed  as  late  as  the  29th  of  June,  having  pur- 
chased all  thai  were  on  hand,  I  sent  Lieute- 
nant Manico  to  Kirkwall,  for  the  purpose  of 
ordering  a  supply  of  beef,  vegetables,  ^. ; 
and  also  to  purchase  the  ponies. 

In  the  mean  time  a  boat  was  hired  for 
bringing  water  to  the  ship,  which  I  found 
would  detain  us  some  time,  a  drought  of  three 
months'  continuance  having  rendered  it  so 
scarce,  that  our  only  place  of  supply  was  from 
a  very  small  rill,  yielding  about  two  tons  a 
day.  The  towns-people,  in  consequence  of  this 
great  scarcity,  had  for  some  time  been  under 
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the  necessity  of  sending  to  the  ponds  in  the  iMi. 
fields  for  water^  and  groups  of  girls  bearing  Juno* 
tabs^  slung  on  two  poles,  were  constantly  seen 
passing  along  the  pathways.  On  Mr.  Ma- 
nico's  return  he  was  accompanied  by  the  Ba- 
ron d*£nde^  Chambellan  de  S.  M.  le  Roi  de 
Saxe ;  who  was  making  the  tour  of  the  Ork- 
neys^ and  to  whom  I  paid  every  attention  in 
my  power. 

Accompanied  by  two  of  the  officers,  I 
walked  into  the  country  to  see  some  Druidical 
remains,  situated  at  Stenhouse,  about  six  or 
seven  miles  from  the  town,  and  on  the  borders 
of  an  extensive  lake^  which  communicates  at 
high  water  with  the  sea.  The  first  of  these 
remarkable  monuments  consisted  of  three  flat 
slabs  of  sandstone,  standing  upright^  and  from 
ten  to  fifteen  feet  in  height.  One  entire  slab 
lay  flat  on  the  ground^  and  I  afterwards  heard 
that  it  had  been  intentionally  thrown  down  by 
some  ardently  inquisitive  antiquary,  to  ascer- 
tain how  deeply  it  had  been  embedded  in  the 
earth  ;  but  he  was  afterwards  unable  to  place 
it  as  it  was  before,  to  the  great  chagrin  of  some 
of  the  old  Orkney  women,  who  hold  these 
ruins  in  great  reverence.  The  fallen  stone 
had  been  embedded  two  feet  and  a  half,  and 
the  space  in  which  the  four  had  stood  was 
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1^  snrrotinded  by  the  still  visible  remains  of  a 
^^jf  mound^  about  thirty  yards  in  diameter.  It 
would  appear  that  the  slabs  were  procured 
from  the  neighbouring  lake^  as  its  bottom  was 
of  sand  8tone»  lying  split  in  long  flat  frag- 
ments. About  a  mile  and  a  half  beyond  this 
place  is  a  gently  rising  little  hill,  on  which  are 
five  or  six  large  and  perfectly  conical  tumuli ; 
and  also  a  circular  space  of  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty  yards  diameter^  surrounded  by  a 
ditch;  Within  this  enclosure  were  a  quantity 
of  the  same  upright  slabs  of  stone  as  the  first 
we  saw,  and  ranged  round  its  inner  limits. 
On  one  side  of  the  circle  many  were  wanting, 
but  on  the  southern  verge  several  yet  stood, 
and  in  one  part  six  were  together. 

From  some  Stromness  people  I  learnt  that 
there  were  several  other  Druid ical  remains  on 
the  island,  but  that  one  of  the  most  perfect 
circles  of  upright  slabs  had  been  rooted  up  by 
a  sacrilegious  farmer,  for  the  purpose  of  add- 
ing their  small  scite  to  his  already  extensive 
cultivated  grounds. 

Returning  homewards,  we  made  several  in- 
eflfectual  attempts  at  various  little  huts  to  pro- 
cure something  to  cat,  but  all  the  inmates  de- 
clared they  had  nothing  better  than  meal  and 
water  to  offer  us. 
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At  lengthy  however^  we  made  acqnaintanGe  isMd 
with  an  old  woman,  who  took  ns  into  her  ^^^ 
smoky  cabin^  and  laid  befoi*e  ns  abnndance  of 
roasted  eggs,  roasted  potatoes^  bannocks^ 
butter,  and  milk,  while  her  husband  produced 
his  *^  ain  wee  bottle,"  from  which  he  poured 
us  some  excellent  whiskey.  The  old  gentle- 
man,  who  called  himself  a  farmer,  had  several 
acres  under  cultivation,  but  the  hut  in  which 
^^  Christy**  and  he  lived,  was  most  miserable 
and  dirty,  having  no  light  but  through  the 
smoke-hole  in  the  roof. 

While  the  good  farmer  stood  declaiming 
before  us  on  his  visit  to  London  many  years 
ago,  we  could  not  but  admire  his  costume, 
consisting  of  sufficiently  ill-assorted  articles  of 
various  colours ;  and  he  had  completed  the  ar- 
ray of  his  outward  man  by  wearing  a  red  wig, 
which  had  been  cropped  or  rather  notched, 
over  a  dark  shock  head  of  hair,  which  peeped 
like  a  fancy  fringe  from  beneath  the  boun- 
daries of  this  supplemental  covering.  The 
ground  of  our  friend  was  well  tilled,  as  indeed 
were  all  the  other  fields  through  which  we 
passed,  but  the  com  was  only  yet  in  blade. 

On  the  2d  of  July  we  hoisted  in  two  very 
powerful  little  ponies,  which  Mr.  Manico  had 
procured,  as  a  great  favour,  at  Kirkwall ;  for 
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iflM.  they  were  the  only  two  on  the  island,  and  had 
Mf  .  been  sent  from  a  Shetland  to  an  Orkney  laird. 
^*  Hecla"  was  forty  inches  in  height^  and 
*^  Griper/'  who  weighed  two  hundred  and 
forty-two  pounds^  thirty-eight ;  bnt  both  ani- 
mals were  extremely  well  formed^  and  only 
four  years  old.  We  also  completed  on  this 
day  the  purchase  of  our  live  stock  for  sea^  and 
the  Snap  carried  out  a  fat  cow  and  eight 
sheep^  as  fresh  provisions  for  our  crew. 

At  three  A.M.  on  the  3d^  we  weighed  with 
the  wind  fresh  from  the  north-east^  and  in 
company  with  the  Snap  ran  out  at  Hoy 
Mouthy  and  discharged  our  pilots^  by  whom 
I  addressed  a  letter  to  their  lordships,  in- 
forming them  of  our  proceedings  up  to  this 
date.  Being  now  fairly  at  sea^  I  caused  the 
Snap  to  take  us  in  tow^  which  I  had  de* 
clined  doing  as  we  passed  up  the  east  coast  of 
England,  although  our  little  companion  had 
much  difficulty  in  keeping  under  sufficiently 
low  sail  for  us^  and  by  noon  we  had  passed  the 
Stack  Rock. 

With  the  wind  north  easterly,  we  lay  our 
course  until  noon  of  the  9th,  during  which 
time  the  Snap  was  of  the  greatest  assistance, 
the  Griper  frequently  towing  at  the  rate  of 
five  knots^  in  cases  where  she  would  not  have 
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gone  three.  The  wind  now  came  ronnd  to  the  iflK 
north*west^  and  we  nnwillingly  cast  off  from  ^^f^ 
the  Snap.  Lieutenant  Bullock  now  informed 
me  that  our  cow  refused  to  eat^  and  much 
against  my  inclination^  her  death-warrant  waa 
signed^  for  I  had  wished  if  possible  to  have 
kept  her  until  we  reached  the  ice^  when  the 
cold  would  probably  have  preserved  her  flesh 
until  Christmas^  a  period  at  which  I  knew 
from  good  experience  that  a  piece  of  roasted 
beef  would  be  highly  acceptable.  Our  ponies 
proved  much  better  sailors  than  the  poor  cow, 
for  having  now  become  accustomed  to  the 
motion  of  the  ship,  they  walked  about  the 
decks  as  familiarly  as  large  does,  and  even 
in.pn.,«i  d«ly  iu  app»ra»i. 

During  the  lOth^  11th,  and  12th,  we  made 
but  little  progress,  owing  to  a  heavy  rolling 
sea,  through  which  ihe  Griper  made  no  way. 
The  wind  continued  from  the  north*  west,  and 
rain,  with  hazy  weather,  was  prevalent.  On 
the  evening  of  the  12th,  the  wind  came  round 
from  the  south-eastward,  and  the  swell  went 

down. 

We  were  now  frequently  in  the  habit  of 
witnessing  a  phenomenon  which  I  do  not  re- 
member to  have  so  often  observed  in  my  for- 
mer passage  across  this  part  of  the  Atlantic, 
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f!!!^  which  was^  that  the  clouds  near  the  horizon 
^  were  constantly  rising  in  clearly  defined  and 
widely--extended  arches,  being  within  their 
bounds  far  more  Inminons^  and  of  difierent 
colonrs  from  any  other  parts  of  the  heavens ; 
and  as  we  sometimes  saw  three  or  four  of 
these  remarkable  bows  at  the  same  instant  in 
diflerent  quarters^  it  is  evident  that  locality  has 
no  influence  in  their  formation. 

The  13th  was  a  fine  dry  day,  and  we  exa- 
mined our  bags  of  pemmican^  when  to  my 
great  mortification  I  found  that  the  fat  which 
formed  a  part  of  this  provision^  had  melted, 
or  decomposed  the  caoutchouc  which  was 
used  as  a  water-proof  composition  in  the  fa- 
brication of  the  bags ;  and  in  a  clammy  state 
it  had  oozed  through  the  canvass,  and  rendered 
it  pervious  to  water.  I  now  issued  an  entire 
suit  of  warm  clothing  (a  gi-atuity  from  Go- 
vernment) to  each  officer  and  man. 

Early  on  the  14th,  the  wind  having  again 
come  fair,  the  Snap  took  us  in  tow,  but  it 
freshened  to  a  gale  by  evening,  when  We 
cast  off. 

At  daylight  of  the  15th,  the  wind  veered 
round  and  blew  a  strong  north-wester,  with  a 
short-breaking  sea.  It  moderated  by  the 
evening. 
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On  the  forenoon  of  the  16th,  the  Snap     ^^ 
came  and  took  U8  in  tow,  but  at  noon  on  the    ^^f^ 
17th  strong  breezes  and  a  heavy  swell  obliged 
us  again  to  cast  off.     We  scudded  while  able, 
but  our  depth  in  the  water  caused  ua  to  ship  so 
many   heavy    seas,    that    I  most  reluctantly 
brought-to  under  storm  stay-sails.     This  was 
rendered  exceedingly  mortifying,  by   observ- 
ing that  our  companion  was  perfectly  dry, 
and  not  affected  by  the  sea.     The  wind  mo- 
derated at  night,   but  continued   fresh  with 
a  heavy  swell  all  the  18th,  on  the  evening  of 
which  day  a  thick  fog  set  in  and  continued 
until  late  on  the  19th,  when  the  Snap  again 
took  us  in  tow.     During  the  blowing  weather 
we  saw  many  flocks  of  cape-hens,  sitting  un«. 
concernedly  on  the  water,  with  their  heads  to  the 
windy     We  had  a  tolerable  run  until  ten  P.M. 
on  the  20th,  when,  in  a  dense  fog,  we  cast  off. 
Thick  weather,  with  rain  and  fogs',  had.  now 
become  so  prevalent,  that  I  judged  it  no  longer 
prudent  to  keep  the  Snap  a-head  of  us,  unless 
we  had  a  clear  sight  of  the  horizon,  as  on 
the  event  of  her  coming  suddenly  on  a  pack  of 
ice,  she  might  have  received  considerable  in- 
jury- 

On  the  21st  the  wind  veered  to  the  north- 
west, whence  it  blew  hard  for  a  few  hours  ;  and 
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jm.  in  the  course  of  the  day  we  had  rain  and  fog, 
^^y*  during  which  the  wind  moderated^  but  at  night 
it  freshened  again.  We  lay-^o  under  dose- 
reefed  main-topsail  until  midnight  of  the  22dy 
when  the  wind  fell,  and^  as  the  23d  was  light 
and  yariable,  I  took  advantage  of  the  smooth 
water  to  receive  till  our  leaden  shot,  spars^  and 
small  stores,  from  the  Snap. 

The  calm  weather  continued  until  noon  of 
the  24th,  when  the  wind  came  round  fresh 
from  the  southward,  and  the  Snap  again  took 
us  in  tow ;  but  at  three^  having  carried  away 
her  main-topmast,  she  cast  off. 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th,  the  wind 
gradually  moderated  to  a  calm,  with  a  long 
rolling  sea.  Heavy  rain  had  fallen  for  about 
eight  hours  during  the  early  part  of  the  day, 
but  in  the  evening  the  sky  gradually  cleared 
up,  with  that  transparent  brightness  so  pecu- 
liar to  the  Polar  regions.  At  sunset  it  pre- 
sented a  most  beautiful  appearance.  In  the 
north-west  was  an  arch,  whose  bases  were 
from  cast  to  north-west,  where  its  extremity 
joined  a  second  bow,  stretching  to  the  south- 
south-east.  That  to  the  north-west  was  top- 
ped by  clouds  of  the  most  vivid  orange  co- 
lour, shaded  with  deep  purple,  in  long  wav- 
ing,   but    curved,    bands;    and   below  these 
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gleamed  forth  the  clear  blue  sky,  which,  as  it    *^ 
approached  the  horizon,    blended   into    soft    "^"^^ 
gi-een,  rose-colonr,  and  lake.     In  the  blnest 
part  of  these  bright  heavens,  small  clonds  re-  ^ 

sembling  streamers  of  white  floss  silk,  floated 
with  the  most  airy  lightness,  while  near  the 
horizon  were  a  quantity  of  long  black  streaks, 
in  solid  masses;  behind  which  the  snn  was 
setting.  One  round  blood-coloured  spot 
marked  its  position,  and  the  base  of  the  dark 
cloud  immediately  above  it,  was  bordered  with 
the  most  brilliant  scarlet,  while  the  reflection 
from  the  sun  on  the  long-rolling  sea,  imparted 
to  it  a  deep  pxirple  tinge.  .  • 

A  singular  change  took  place  where  the  two 
arches  joined ;  as  that  to  the  eastward  was  of 
a  pure  rose-colour,  packed,  band  above  band, 
the  divisions  of  which  were  distinguished  by  a 
dull  pink  streak* 

The  night  was  mild  and  foggy.  The  wind 
continued  moderate  from  the   southward  all 

*  Tbi  faint  description  I  have  endeavoured  to  give  of 
a  scene,  which  delighted  and  astonished  me,  may  bear 
testimony  in  favour  of  the  singularly  beautiful  painting 
of  "  A  Sunset  at  Sea  after  a  Storm,"  by  F.  Danby,  ex- 
hibited last  year,  and  which  by  many  connoisseurs  was 
considered  as  quite  unnatural,  but  it  bore  a  most  close 
resemblance  to  many  sunsets  which  I  have  seen  in  the 
Polar  regions. 
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*1SM.    the  26th^  and  the  day  was  so  obscare,  that  we 
Aniput  kept   company  with  the  Snap  by  guns  and 
bells.     In  the  evening  we  passed  a  piece  of 
drift  fir^  abont  six  feet  in  lengthy  and  appa- 
rently much  decayed. 

The  early  part  of  the  27th  was  moderate, 
but  the  wind  increased  to  a  hazy  southerly 
gale  by  midm'ght.  Tliis  continued  until  noon 
of  the  28th,  when  it  broke,  and  we  again  made 
sail.  A  number  of  looms^  and  a  few  stormy 
peterels  were  seen. 

With  the  assistance  of  the  Snap,  we  made 
some  progress  during  the  29th,  on  which  night 
the  aurora  was  faintly  visible. 

Th?  wind  on  the  30th  varied  from  fine  in 
the  morning  to  a  north-west  gale  at  night,  but 
it  moderated  on  the  forenoon  of  the  31st ;  and 
at  night  increased  from  the  south. 

The  morning  of  the  1st  of  August  was  thick 
and  foggy,  with  rain;  at  ten  A.M.  we  dis- 
covered through  the  haze  our  first  piece  of 
ice,  a  small  berg  of  about  seventy  feet.  We 
soon  passed  this  and  several  others,  but  saw 
no  floe  or  brash  ice,  although  there  was  every 
reason  to  suppose  that  a  pack  was  near,  from 
the  sudden  smoothness  and  change  of  tem- 
perature in  the  water,  now  at  32^,  while 
the  air  was  only  at  34°.     Repeated  observa- 
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tions  of  this  kind  havfe  now  brought  to  a  cer-  i^- 
tainty  the  assertion^  that  the  approach  to  ice  Augint 
from  an  open  sea^  may  be  ascertained  by  the 
sudden  changes  of  the  thermometer ;  and  act^ 
ing  from  past  experience^  I  caused  the  most 
attentive  look-out  to  be  kept^  on  observing 
it  to  fall  suddenly  on  this  morning.  Yet  this 
change  first  took  place  in  a  veiy  thick  fog,  and 
we  ran  about  ten  miles  before  the  ice  was  seen. 

Although  the  bergs  now  discovered  were  of 
no  considerable  size,  yet  they  were  the  first 
seen  by  the  officers,  none  of  whom  had  been 
out  before ;  and,  notwithstanding  a  cold  rain 
fell  heavily,  every  one  exerted  himself  to 
sketch  such  masses  as  struck  his  fancy,  as 
head-pieces  for  his  letters  to  England. 

A  strong  ripple  of  current  was  observable  in 

eddies  on  the  smooth  surface  of  the  sea,  and  to 

all  appearance  it  was  setting  due  south.  Having 

ran  about  thirty  miles  from  noon,  the  weather 

cleared  in  the  evening,  and  we  discovered  the 

coast  of  Labrador  very  distant,  and  extending 

from  w.b.s.|s.  to  s.|w.     This  inhospitable  land 

was  extremely  high  and  rugged,  and  its  immense 

valleys  were  still  partly  filled  with  snow.    The 

summits  exhibited  a  remarkable  tendency  to 

form  themselves  into  pinnacles,  which  soared 

far  above  the  more  rounded  masses  of  rock 

c 
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liti>  Ijing  near  them.  The  night  was  light  and 
Anfiut  cahn^  and  I  took  advantage  of  this,  to  receive 
tome  more  of  our  stores  from  the  Snap^  by  em- 
plojring  the  watch  on  deck.  I  conid  indeed  have 
removed  every  thing ;  but  as  the  sea  was  per- 
fectly clear  of  ice,  and  the  weather  had  the 
appearance  of  continuing  fine^  I  determined 
not  to  finish  clearing  her  until  we  should  ar* 
rive  off  Cape  Chidley,  as  I  might  have  an  op- 
portunity of  ascertaining  its  true  position  be- 
fore she  parted.  The  event,  however,  proved 
that  I  had  judged  too  hastily. 

A  light  breeze  on  the  morning  of  the  2d, 
enabled  us  to  run  along  the  land,  and  at  noon 
we  were  surprised  to  find  ourselves  only  in 
lat.  59°  24'  38 ',  the  longitude  by  the  mean  of 
six  chronometers  being  62°  40'  9". 

Hence  it  was  evident  that  during  the 
two  preceding  days  and  nights  we  bad  been 
driven  considerably  to  the  southward,  and 
liad  been  exposed  to  the  united  force  of  the 
strong  currents  from  Hudson's  as  well  as 
Davis'  Straits.  This  is  a  strong  argument 
against  any  vessel  which  is  intending  for  Hud- 
son's Strait,  making  the  land  from  the  south- 
ward ;  but  as  my  instructions  left  this  to  my 
option,  and  I  was  very  anxious  to  establish 
the  ^position  of  Cape  Chidley,  I  resolved  to 
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make  for  it  in  preference  to  Resolution  Island,    isti 
At  all  events  my  having*  done  so  has  answered  August 
one  good  end,  by  proving  that  the  old  esta* 
blished  custom  of  making  the  latter  is  by  iiur 
the  best*. 

In  the  evening  we  passed  a  straight  piece 
of  drift  fir,  about  sixteen  feet  in  length,  and 
apparently  quite  sound.  On  this  day  the 
crowds  nest  was  fitted  at  the  mast  head^  and 
the  spike  plank  crossed.  A  boom  foresail 
was  also  bent,  and  every  preparation  made  for 
navigating  amongst  ice.  We  rail  N.w.b.N.  all 
the  nighty  in  the  course  of  which  a  few  pieces 
of  ice  were  seen. 

The  wind  freshened  from  the  southward  on 
the  morning  of  the  Sd,  and  heavy  rain  set  in 
for  the  day.  We  passed  several  bergs  and  a 
quantity  of  tangle  weed,  and  at  thirty  minutes 
after  nine,  A.M.,  came  to  a  pack  of  loose  de-^ 
cayed  ice.  Shortening  sail  we  entered  it,  the 
Snap,  for  her  better  protection,  following  close 
in  our  wake.     Hp,ving  passed  this,  we  soon 

*  On  my  homeward  passage  I  was  enabled,  from  seve-* 
ral  very  satisfactory  observations,  to  discover  a  far  greater 
and  more  important  cause  for  my  having  made  so  much 
southing,  which  was  the  disproportionate  increase  of  de- 
viation with  the  ship's  head  to  the  westward,  to  be  found 
more  fully  stated  in  the  Appendix. 

C  2 


^        20  OFF  THE  ENTRANCE 

laM.  arrnred  at  heavier  pieces,  through  which  as 
Aiywt  there  was  no  way  of  avoiding  them,  owing  to 
the  thickness  of  the  weather,  we  also  made 
om-way.  In  the  evening  we  came  to  some  huge 
flat  ice,  and  as  the  weather  was  very  thick,  I 
looked  bnt  most  anxiously  for  a  safe  floe,  by 
which  to  hang  the  ships,  bnt  was  nnsnccesfnl. 
I  had  experienced  considerable  anxiety  in 
consequence  of  the  unavoidably  dangerous 
situation  of  the  Snap  throughout  the  day,  but 

having  at  length  arrived  in  a  ^^  hole  of  water,** 
we  lay  to,  and  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  learn- 
ing from  Lieutenant  Bullock,  that  she  had  re- 
ceived no  other  injury  than  the  loss  of  a  little 
copper  from  the  bows.  I  now  determined  on 
receiving  our  stores,  and  a  spare  bower  (inchor, 
which  we  accomplished  in  a  few  hours  ;  but 
to  give  some  idea  of  the  weather  in  which  this 
was  performed,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  say, 
that  during  the  whole  of  the  time  we  were  at 
work,  the  ships  were  so  entirely  hidden  from 
each  other  by  a  dense  fog,  that  the  boats  were 
directed  backi^-ards  and  forwards,  amongst 
loose  ice,  by  the  sound  of  bells,  which  we  con 
tiniied  ringing. 

When  our  stores  were  all  on  board,  we  found 
our  narrow  decks  completely  crowded  by  them. 
The  gangways,  forecastle,  and  abaft  the  mizen- 
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mast^  were  filled  with  casks^  hawsers^  whale-  i^ 
lines^  and  stream-cables^  while  on  onr  straight-  August. 
ened  lower  deck  we  were  obliged  tb  place 
casks  and  other  stores^  in  every  part  but  that 
allotted  to  the  ship's  company's  mess  tables ; 
and  even  my  cabia  had  a  quantity  of  things 
stowed  away  in  it.  The  launch  was  filled 
high  above  her  gunwales  with  various  arti- 
cles^ and  our  chains  and  waist  were  lumbered 
with  spars,  spare  plank,  sledges^  wheels,  ^. 
Our  draught  of  water  aft  was  now  sixteen 
feet  one  inch,  and  forward  fifteen  feet  ten 
inches. 

This  account  of  our  crowded  state  may  lead 
to  a  supposition  that  I  carried  out  a  larger 
portion  of  stores  than  was  absolutely  requisite ; 
but  I  may  in  a  few  words  explain  my  reasons 
for  having  endeavoured  to  carry  all  the  sup- 
pUes  which  the  Snap  brought  across  the  At- 
lantic for  us. 

Our  stay  in  the  Polar  regions  must  of  ne- 
cessity have  been  above  one  year  and  a'  half, 
even  supposing  that  my  journey  to  Point 
Tumagain  had  been  performed  with  the 
greatest  expedition ;  but  had  I  encountered  dif- 
ficulties, and  experienced  those  delays  on  my 
return  to  the  Griper,  which  ve  unavoidable 
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in  this  desolate  country,  I  mi^t  not  baT« 
retched  her  until  she  was  again  froxen  in^ 
and  two  yeaiB  and  a  half  woold  then  have 
been  her  shortest  stay ;  in  which  case  it  was 
indispensably  requisite  that  provisions  for 
that  time  should  be  (5arried  out^  and  these  it 
was  that  now  «o  much  incommoded  us.  On 
the  Griper's  former  expedition  with  Captain 
Parry^  she  was  otaly  able  to  carry  one  year's 
provisions,  and  was  supplied  from  the  Heda 
at  the  expiration  of  that  time;  and  on  her 
recent  voyage  with  Captain  Clavering,  up  a 
wide  and  open  sea^  she  only  carried  an  eighteen 
months*  supply 9  as  it  was  not  intended  she 
should  winter  in  the  country. 

The  difference  in  the  quantity  of  stores 
may  therefore  account^  in  some  degree^  for  the 
ship's  being  so  hampered;  and  I  have  tress- 
passed thus  far  on  the  patience  of  my  readers 
in  consequence  of  an  idea  which  has  been 
adopted  by  some  persons,  unacquainted  with 
naval  affairs,  that  I  had  uselessly  lumbered 
my  ship;  when,  in  fact,  had  I  succeeded  in 
reaching  Repulse  Bay  with  less  stores  than  I 
now  carried,  certain  starvation  would  have 
attended  us  all^  if  we  were  detained^  as  might 
have  happened,  a  second  winter.    It  may  also 
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be  proper  to  mention^  that  the  Fury  and  Hecla,    iMl 
which  were  enabled  to  stow  three  years*  pro««  AugtHt* 
visions  9  were  each  exactly  double  the  sizse  of 
the  Griper. 

The  night  was  very  dark^  and  we  stood 
north-westi  amongst  heavy  ice^  but  in  smooth 
water  ;  rain  fell  constantly^  and,  the  tempera* 
ture  being  31%  froze  as  it  fell. 

Qn  the  morning  of  the  4th  Lieutenant  Bol* 
lock  came  on  boards  and  I  received  a  seaman, 
(John  Howard)  from  the  Snap,  in  place  of 
William  Chamberlain,  who  having  been  for 
some  time  afflicted  with  htmia  humoralis,  and 
being  otherwise  in  delicate  health,  it  was 
judged  prudent  to  discharge  for  a  passage  to 
England.  I  also  received  a  light  gig,  which 
I  was  now  enabled,  by  being  in  comparatively 
smooth  water,  to  hang  to  the  waist  davits. 

Having  closed  my  despatches  to  the  Admi- 
ralty and  £ktrl  Bathurst,  and  given  Lieutenant 
Bullock  instructions  to  proceed  to  his  station, 
the  two  ships  hoisted  their  colours,  and  paited 
with  three  times  three. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  here  acknowledg-  ^ 

ing  my  obligations  to  Lieutenant  Bullock, 
whose  attention  and  activity  had  been  so  fre- 
quently of  great  assistance  to  us.  I  had  the 
satisfaction  of  seeing  the  Snap  take  a  ^^  lead" 


24  PART  PROM  THE  SNAP. 

ittl    in  the  direction  of  a  dark  water  sky;   and, 

•^ofMt*  with  a  fresh  breeze  from  the  south-west^  and 

small  drift  snow^  we  ran  the  Griper  into  the 

pack/ 


c(  ^^^L*  »» 


AFTER  PARTING  FROM  THE  SNAP. 

Although  the  weather  continued  thick^  we 
obtained  a  short  glimpse  of  the  sun  soon  after 
noon>  which  gave  our  lat.  61**  13'  0"^  and  long, 
by  dead  reckonings  63*  53'  50". 

The  extreme  of  land  bore  due  west  about 
ten  miles^  and  as  I  conceived  this  to  have  been 
Cape  Chidley,  its  latitude  by  the  charts  must 
be  about  twenty-seven  miles  too  much  to  the 
northward.  The  weather,  however,  was  at  this 
time  so  thick  that  the  base  of  the  land  was 
alone  seen,  yet  its  termination  in  three  dis- 
tinct bluffs  and  a  rocky  point  was  undoubt- 
edly ascertained.  At  one  P.M.  we  again  saw 
the  extreme  bluff  bearing  w.b.s.Js.,  at  about  6f-  , 
teen  miles  distance. 

As  the  ice,  which  lay  in  loose  packs,  was 
rather  light  than  otherwise,  I  kept  the  ship 
N.w.b.N.,  in  hopes  of  passing  close  to  the  east- 
ward of  Button's  Islands.  The  wind  con- 
tinued strong  all  night  from  the  south-west^ 
with  a   short  heavy  sea,   iu  which  the  ship 
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being   so  much  top-hampered  by  the  stores     i^^ 
received  from  the  Snap,  could  carry  but  little  Auguiit, 
sail^  and  made  much  lee  way. 

On  the  forenoon  of  the  6th,  the  weather 
broke,  although  the  wind  continued  strong 
from  the  same  quarter.  We  obtained  sights, 
and  before  noon  made  the  land  indistinctly, 
which  we  soon  knew  to  be  Cape  Resolution, 
of  which  Mr.  Bushnan  has  given  so  accurate 
a  drawing  in  Captain  Parry's  book.  It  would 
therefore  appear,  that  although  our  reckoning 
gave  us  N.w.b.N.,  we  had  only  made  a  noith 
course,  and  had  driven  under  the  influence  of 
a  strong  lee  current,  quite  out  of  the  strait. 
As  the  flood  was  making,  we  stood  on  for 
Cape  Resolution  until  four  P.M.,  when  the 
tide  having  turned,  we  stood  with  it  for  the 
centre  of  the  strait.  Seveitd  bergs  were  in 
sight  to  the  northward,  but  no  other  ice  of  any 
consequence.  The  air  had  now  become  very 
cold,  and  the  thermometer  seldom  rose  above 
the  freezing  point ;  up  to  this  period  we  had,  in 
fact,  experienced  more  severe  and  unpleasant 
weather,  than  during  our  passage  out  on  the 
last  voyage.  The  wind  came  round  from  the 
westward,  and  with  thick  rain  had  freshened 
considerably  by  sunset ;  but  we  sailed  so  very 
badly   that  there   were   little  hopes   of  our 
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f^  maldiig  any  progress  against  it.  At  dusk  we 
Aii^.  snddenly  came  on  a  narrow  ^^pack"  of  very 
heavy  blue  ice^  amongst  which  an  uneasy 
cross  sea  was  running.  We  passed  through  a 
slack  part  of  this  with  considerable  danger  to 
the  boats^  and  a  high  ^^wash  jHece**  very 
nearly  carried  away  our  bowsprit.  From 
being  so  unhandy^  it  was  midnight  before  we 
could  get  to  windward  of  this  very  dangerous 
pack. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  6th^  the  sky 
broke,  and  we  again  saw  the  land.  By  attend- 
ing to  the  tides^   standing  off  on  the  ebb^  and 

in  at  the  floods  we  arrived  by  evening  off  the 
opening  between  Resolution  and  the  lower 
Savage  Islands^  which  latter^  with  the  East 
Bluff  were  distinctly  seen  and  set,  and  so 
great  was  the  refraction,  that  the  land  about 
Cape  Chidley,  with  the  Button  Islands,  were 
also  clearly  observable. 

The  sea  was  crowded  with  loose  heavy  ice 
all  this  day,  which  was  decidedly  the  first  fine 
one  we  had  enjoyed  since  leaving  England. 
I  never  remember  to  have  seen  the  sky  so 
beautifully  and  brilliantly  reflected  in  the 
water,  as  on  this  evening ;  and  lovely  us  the 
surrounding  dazzling  view  may  have  been,  I 
could  not  but  yield  to  a  sensation  of  loneliness 
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which  I  had  t^rer  experienced  Oti  the  last  IW*". 
voyage }  and  I  felt  tiioftt  forcibly  the  want  of  Aujpiftt. 
an  ^conipanyitig  ship^  if  not  to  help  iis^  at 
least  to  break  the  deathlike  stillness  of  the 
scene.  The  agreeable  tisits  from  ship  to  ship, 
which  so  pleasingly  break  in  on  the  monotony 
of  a  Polar  Ybyage,  were  now  denied  ns,  bnt  I 
was  ,  amply  cbmpensated  for  the  want  of  a 
more  extensive  society,  by  haying  the  happi- 
ness of  knowing  that  I  had  officers  and  men 
with  whom  I  was  confident  of  continuing  on 
the  most  friendly  terms.  We  had  already  in 
otir  passage  across  the  Atlantic  arranged  our 
little  plans  of  improvement  and  amusement^ 
and  I  looked  forward  with  pleasnre  to  the  ap- 
proach of  winter. 

The  night  was  mild,  clear,  and  calm,  yet 
ilthotigh  the  ship  had  scarcely  any  way 
through  the  water,  we  found  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  7th  that  she  had  not  drawn  to 
th^  eastward  ;  a  proof  that  the  impetuosity  of 
th^  tid^s  ceases,  or  is  considerably  diminished, 
thus  far  tip  the  strait.  The  whole  of  the  7th 
wfts  eqtially  delightful,  but  the  sea  was  still 
covered  with  heavy  sailing  ice.  A  quantity  of 
sea  weed  was-'seen  on  the  water,  and  during 
the  last  tlvo  days  we  had  also  observed  many 
l^eces  of  driffc  wo6d,  and  small  distorted  pines 
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1^  from  six  to  twelve  feet  in  lengthy  having  the 
A^P*^  roots  still  attached  to  them,  and  hut  little  in- 
jured by  the  water.  A  great  quantity  of 
looms^  dovekies^  rotges^  mallemnks,  and  kitti- 
wakes  were  seen^  as  was  also  one  peregrine 
falcon. 

The  ship  having  but  little  way,  onr  boats  made 
several  trips  to  the  floe  ice  for  water,  and  we 
were  enabled^  for  the  first  time  since  leaving 
Orkney^  to  allow  the  people  sufficient  to  wash 
their  clothes,  as  we  were  unable  to  stow  more 
than  six  tons  of  water  for  our  passage  across  the 
Atlantic.  In  the  afternoon,  the  flood  tide  having 
made  in  our  favour,  we  passed  the  East  Bluff 
with  a  fresh  north-east  wind,  and  found  the  ice 
heavier  and  closer  as  we  advanced.  At  seven  we 
came  to  a  pack  of  the  lai^est  ice  we  had  yet  seen 
having  a  number  of  bergs  in  it.  Passing  through 
the  narrowest  part,  about  three  miles,  we  came 
to  open  water.  I  was  led  to  imagine  from  the 
way  in  which  this  ice  trended,  that  it  must 
have  entered  the  strait  through  the  passage 
between  Resolution  and  the  East  Bluff,  and  I 
am  the  more  inclined  to  this  opinion,  from  re- 
membering that  while  we  lay  for  several  days 
beset  off  this  place,  in  the  Fury  and  Hecla, 
the  tide  changed  irregularly,  and  appeared  to 
have  an  independent  set,  as  if  running  from 
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some  other  channel  than  the  mere  entrance  of    is24. 
the  strait.  August. 

Late  in  t^  erening  we  had  arriyed  abreast 
of  that  remarkable  ridge  of  land^  distinguished 
by  our  earliest  northern  voyagers  by  the 
name  of  Tcafsa  Nivea,  from  its  being  constantly 
covered  wi<li  snow.  Although  the  mountains 
in  its  Yidrntf^  are  many  of  them  of  an  equal 
height  widk  it^  not  one  has  a  morsel  of  snow- 
on  its  highest  pinnacle^  while  this  unbroken 
ridge  does  not  shew  the  smallest  speck  of 
rock.  At  Ibur  different  periods^  Jnly,  Septem- 
ber, Augodt;  and  October^  in  which  I  have 
passed  this  land^  its  appearance  has  always 
been  the  <^e. 

We  had  i|ft  excellent  run  all  night,  although 
the  weathc»riiilpas  rainy  and  very  thick,  and  by 
four  A.M.,  .on  the  8th,  were  abreast  of  Saddle 
Back  and  the  Middle  Savage  Islands ;  which 
are  numercmSf  and  several  have  long  shoals 
running  ftom  tihem. 

llie  fall  of  tsfe  must  here  be  very  great,  as 
some  piecea  of  ice^  drawing  at  least  twenty 
feet,  lay  high  '^tMnt^y  a  considerable  distance 
up  the  rocky  beadiEes. 

I  had  set  the  islands  and  gone  to  bed 
at  daylight,  leaving  the  ship  five  miles 
from  the  land^  and  running  about  as  many 
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1M4  knots  through  the  water;  but  was  suddenly 
Attfuat  aroused  by  her  receiving  a  slight  blow,  immer 
diately  followed  by  another  heavy  and  conti- 
nued shock,  which  heeled  her  so  much  that  I 
imagined  she  was  turning  over.  Running  on 
deck^  I  found  she  must  have  struck  on  a  rock, 
or  piece  of  ice  attached  to  the  bottom,  bat 
she  had  forced  her  way  over  it ;  and  on  imme^ 
diately  sounding,  had  no  bottom  with  twenty^ 
five  fathoms.  We  are  fortunately  enabled 
to  set  the  known  land,  and  lay  down  the  po* 
sition  of  the  danger  with  accuracy.  Running 
amongst  loose  ice  all  the  morning,  we  ultimately 
came  to  very  heavy  floe  pieces,  amongst  which 
were  numerous  bergs.  The  thickness  of  the 
weather  prevented  our  seeing  a  ^Mead,**  but 
in  the  afternoon  we  hauled  into  clear  water^ 
which  from  our  reckoning,  was  in  the  North 
Bay,  and  a  glimpse  of  the  land  in  the  evening 
confirmed  this. 

The  deviation  of  our  compasses  was  here 
very  great  and  irregular,  although  less  so  with 
our  head  to  the  noithward  than  otherwise. 
Even  Gilbert's  excellent  azimuth  compass  re« 
quired  constant  tapping,  although  under  the 
influence  of  Professor  Barlow's  plate,  which 
had  hitherto  corrected  it  with  the  greatest  ac- 
curacy. 
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Heavy  ram  fell  all  night,  and  we  tacked  be-  ^^ 
tween  the  pack  and  the  shore^  in  from  eighty-  Aiig:>»*r 
three  to  forty-three  fathoms,  keeping  in  sight 
of  two  small  grounded  bergs,  which  acted  as 
beacons,  past  which  the  tide  in  the  ebb  and 
flood  was  setting  at  the  rate  of  a  mile  and  a 
half. 

At  four  A,M.,  on  the  9th,  we  obtained  a 
momentary  sight  of  the  North  Blnff,  and  set  it 
N.w.b.w.  The  pack  was  close  np  to  it,  and 
appeared  to  be  driving  rapidly  into  the  open 
water  where  we  lay,  and  which  was  the  only 
clear  space  in  sight.  I  therefore  determined 
on  taking  the  ice  with  a  light  south-east 
wind,  and  we  made  a  few  miles  westing  by 
the  evening,  when  the  weather  calming  we 
hung  on  to  a  floe.  As  rain  had  fallen  inces- 
santly during  the  two  last  days,  and  the  people 
had  been  constantly  wet,  advantage  was  taken 
of  this  period  of  quiet  to  dry  their  clothes  on 
the  lower  deck. 

On  the  ice  by  which  we  hung,  were  found 
several  pieces  of  gneiss  and  granite,  some  sea 
weed,  and  bivalve  shells.  But  we  were  sur- 
prised to  find  in  addition  to  these,  a  number  of 
oak-leaves,  and  one  leaf  of  the  wortle-berry. 
This  latter  discovery  would  lead  me  to  imagine 
that  the  ice  had  driven  from  the  lower  part  of 
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1824.  Hudson's  Bay;  for  it  is  well  known  that 
Augrust.  neither  oaks  nor  other  trees  grow  in  iIndson*8 
Straity  or  come  as  high  as  Chesterfield  Inlet*. 
In  the  afternoon  we  had  soundings  in  one 
hundred  fathoms.  Rain  and  fog  continued 
until  the  forenoon  of  the  10th/ when  a  breeze 
which  sprung  up  from  the  north-west,  directly 
against  ns^  cleared  the  sky  sufficiently  to  shew 
the  Upper  Savage  Island,  on  which  we  had 
landed  last  voyage,  bearing  N.b.w.,  with  the 
North  Bluff  N.w.b.N.,  distant  ten  and  fifteen 
miles.  Having  found  a  heavier  piece  of  ice 
than  that  to  which  we  were  fast,  we  warped  to 
it,  and  our  people  were  enabled  to  wash  their 
clothes  in  its  numerous  pools,  and  amuse 
themselves  on  it  for  the  day.  In  driving  with 
the  north-west  wind  we  experienced  consider- 
able anxiety  by  being  repeatedly  swept  past 
bergs,  and  frequently  almost  upon  them. 
These  dangerous   bodies  were  extremely  nu- 

*  Subsequent  to  writing  this  part  of  my  journal,  I 
have  searched  in  the  accounts  of  various  voyages  to 
Hudson's  Bay,  and  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  only 
ice  which  escapes  from  it,  is  that  lying  in  its  northern  or 
broadest  part ;  and  that  the  winter's  formation  in  the 
bottom  of  the  bay  is  thawed  where  it  lies.  This  would 
lead  me  to  suppose  that  the  floe  in  question  must  have 
come  from  some  other  situation,  and  affords  a  subject  of 
interesting  inquiry  as  to  its  original  site. 
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merous  here,  and  indeed  with  the  exception  W®*. 
of  the  entrance  of  the  strait,  we  had  seen  Augiwt. 
more  ice  than  during  onr  outward  passage  on 
the  last  voyage.  No  water  was  observed  in 
any  direction,  and  I  remarked  ii)&t  the  ice  by 
which  we  were  surrounded  wayof  two  kmds  ; 
either  blue  and  transparent,  fia^  being  washed 
clear  of  snow,  or  brown,  iad  covered  with 
sand  and  dirt  to  a  considerable  depth.  The 
dirty  ice,  however,  was  far  the  most  abundant, 
and  in  the  proportion  of  two  to  one  of  the 
clean.  Whence  the  great  quantity  of  ice  we 
had  seen  could  have  driven,  I  cannot  imagine, 
as  the  Hudson's  Bay  ships  never  meet  with 
any  impediments  in  August,  or  at  all  events 
find  nothing  but  *^  sailing  ice,"  while  we  had 
found  the  sea  absolutely  crowded,  and  in  many 
places  closely  packed  as  far  as  the  eye  could 
reach*. 

♦  The  having  met  with  such  an  unusual  quantity  of 
ice,  at  this  late  season  of  the  year,  was  afterwards  most 
satisfactorily  accounted  for,  by  my  learning  from  the 
master  of  a  whale  ship,  with  whom  I  spoke  on  my  home- 
ward voyage,  that  strong  north-easterly  gales  had  been 
prevalent  all  July  and  August,  and  had  very  materially 
altered  the  usual  trending  of  the  ice  in  Davis'  Strait,  so 
that  the  tunnel-shaped  entrance  to  Hudson's  Strait  must 

have  afforded  it  an  easy  reception. 

D 
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Itsi  We  hung  on  until  after  noon  on  the  1  Ith, 
Asfost  being  unwilling  to  quit  our  floe^  which  was 
the  largest  yet  seen,  and  on  which  as  the 
weather  was  tolerably  fine,  we  were  enabled 
to  stretch  lines  for  the  purpose  of  drying 
clothes,  ^c,  which  was  now  very  requisite,  ai 
from  the  continual  wet  weather  we  had  expe* 
rienced,  the  ship  and  every  thing  within  her 
had  become  very  damp.  We  also  sent  onr 
ponies,  ducks,  geese,  and  fowls  on  the  ice, 
which  in  the  forenoon  presented  a  most  novel 
appearance ;  the  officers  shooting  looms  as 
they  flew  past,  and  the  men  amusing  them- 
selves with  leap  frog  and  other  games,  while 
the  ship  lay  moored  with  her  sails  loose  in 
readiness  to  quit  our  floating  farm-yard  by  the 
earliest  opportunity.  A  slack  in  the  ice,  and  a 
fresh  north-west  wind,  enabled  us,  at  thirty 
minutes  after  two,  to  make  sail  and  work  along 
shore.  I  observed  that  the  larger  bergs  were 
here  but  little  affected  by  the  tide,  which,  fi-om 
its  merely  operating  on  the  floe-ice,  must  be 
more  superficial  than  at  the  entrance  of  the 
strait.  In  the  evening  the  wind  fell  light,  and 
the  refraction  became  greater  than  I  ever  re- 
member to  have  seen  it  before,  for  it  was  not 
confined  to  a  particular  portion  of  the  horizon, 
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but  its  influence  was  every  where  the  same,    HM. 
and  the  distant  ice  appeared  to  form  one  con-  Aofttte. 
tinned  high  wall,  which  entirely  encircled  ns. 

A  fresh  north-west  wind  set  in  at  night-fall^ 
and  we  hnng  to  the  largest  piece  of  floe-ice  we 
could  find.  The  Aurora  was  visible  for  several 
hours^  chiefly  in  the  zenith^  where  the  figure 
it  most  delighted  to  assume^  was  that  of  a  long 
waving  serpent  of  the  most  dazzling  brilliancy ; 
and  I  was  now  fully  convinced  of  my  error  in 
having  formerly  asserted^  *  that  the  prismatic 
colours  are  not  visible  in  this  phenomenon,' 
for  the  most  vivid  purple^  light  blue^  pink,  yel- 
low, and  green^  alternately  bordered  and  min-' 
gled  with  the  wild  fire  above  us. 

At  daylight  on  the  12th  we  had  driven  con- 
siderably, owing  to  the  smallness  of  our  floe^ 
but  no  other  was  found  of  a  greater  size.  ^J 
Standing  alongside  in  the  forenoon  and  la* 
menting  to  one  of  the  officers  the  want  of 
amusing  incident  so  much  required  while  lying 
helpless  in  the  ice,  we  suddenly  saw  an  Esqui- 
maux close  at  hand,  and  paddling  very  quietly 
towards  us.  He  required  but  little  encourage- 
ment to  land,  and  having  hauled  his  boat  up 
on  the  ice,  immediately  began  to  barter  the  " 
little  fortune  he  carried  in  his  kayak.  I  was 
happy  to  find  that  he  understood  me  perfectly^ 
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igH.  and  that  he  spoke  in  a  great  measnre  the  same 
Angruit.  dialect  us  oar  friends  at  Igloolik ;  a  fact  we 
were  before  unable  to  ascertain  from  our  total 
ignorance  of  the  Esqiiimaax  language  when 
we  first  saw  the  natives  of  the  Savage  Islands. 
My  new  acquaintance  was  called  Kee-poong- 
ai-li,  and  he  anxiously  asked  my  name,  a  ens- 
tom  never  omitted  by  Esquimaux  on  meeting 
a  stranger  ;  until  he  remembered  it  perfectly. 
He  was  extremely  urgent  that  we  should  carry 
the  ship  to  the  shore,  and  with  very  excusable 
anxiety  at  finding  himself  alone,  expressed  im- 
patience for  the  arrival  of  others  of  his  tribe, 
many  of  whom,  he  said,  were  coming  ofi; 

In  half  an  hour  our  visiters  amounted  to 
about  sixty  persons,  in  eight  Rayaks,  or  men's, 
and  three  Oomiaks,  or  women's,  boats,  which 
latter  had  stood  out  to  us  under  one  lug-sail 
composed  of  the  transparent  intestines  of  the 
walrus.  As  the  females  approached  they 
shouted  with  all  their  might,  and  we  were  not 
so  deficient  in  gallantry  as  to  be  silent  on  such 
an  occasion,  for  the  specimen  collectors  were 
happy  to  observe  that  our  fair  visiters  wore 
immense  mittens  of  delicate  white  hare-skin, 
trimmed  in  the  palms  with  the  jetty  feathers 
of  the  breast  of  the  dovekie.  The  boats  being 
all  hauled  on  the  ice — Babel  was  let  loose.    On 
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our  former  voyage  being  myself  a  noviee  in  18M. 
the  country,  I  was  not  aware,  in  the  excitation  Augmt. 
of  the  moment,  of  the  noise  we  aU  made,  but 
being  now  well  acquainted  with  the  vociferous 
people  who  were  visiting  us,  I  quietly  witnessed 
the  present  interview,  and  am  convinced  that  it 
is  not  possible  to  give  any  idea  of  the  raving  and 
screaming  which  prevailed  for  a  couple  of  hours* 
Some  of  the  natives,  however,  were  not  so 
violently  overpowered  by  their  joyous  sensa- 
tions, as  to  forget  that  they  came  to  improve 
their  fortunes;  and  one  most  expert  fellow 
succeeded  pretty  well  in  picking  pockets,  an 
occupation  from  which  frequent  detection  did 
not  discourage  him.  Amongst  other  things 
he  robbed  me  of  my  handkerchief,  and  was 
particularly  amused  when  I  discovered  his 
roguery,  for  which  I  thought  a  box  on  the 
ear  would  have  acted  as  a  warning,  but  I  af- 
terwards found  that  he  had  crept  on  board, 
and  was  carrying  off  a  bag  of  seaman's 
clothes;  a  grand  prize,  for  the  retention  of 
which  he  made  a  most  violent  stand,  until 
I  succeeded  in  tumbling  him  over  the  side. 
The  generality  of  the  others  behaved  pretty 
well,  and  traded  fairly,  each  woman  pro- 
ducing her  stores  from  a  neat  little  skin  bag, 
which  was  distinguished  by  our  men  by 
the  name  of  a  ^^  ridicule,**  than  wbidi  I  con- 
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MM*    ceive  it  to  be  a  &r  more  respeeteble  appe&dage. 

Aiifaft.  Oar  visiters  did  not  possess  many  curioaities^ 
and  ^  were  certainly  not  so  rich  as  we  had 
found  them  on  our  former  voyage,  the  chief 
articles  in  which  they  bartered  being  their 
weapons  and  clothes ;  and^  I  blush  while  I  re- 
late it,  two  of  the  fair  sex  actually  disposed  of 
their  nether  garments,  a  piece  of  indecorum  I 
had  never  before  witnessed.  A  few  seal^  deer, 
and  bare  skins,  with  those  also  of  young  dc^s, 
mice,  and  birds,  were  the  other  articles  of 
commerce;  and  a  very  few  ivory  toys,  with 
sea-horse  teeth  of  a  small  size,  completed  the 
assortment.  In  a  ^^  ridicule,"  with  some  of 
these  articles,  we  found  a  piece  of  very  pure 
plumbago,  of  the  size  of  a  walnut ;  and  with 
the  toys  was  one  of  a  description  I  had  not 
before  seen.  It  was  a  large  heavy  piece  of 
ivory,  in  which  many  holes  were  drilled  at 
regular  intervals,  but  leading  in  different  di- 
rections. A  small  peg  is  attached  to  this  by  a 
string,  and  the  game  consists  in  throwing  up 
the  ivory  block,  and  receivirig  it  on  the  pin, 
in  much  the  same  manner  as  our  game  of  cup 
and  ball.  A  new  variety  of  comb  was  also 
purchased,  and  I  procured  a  mirror,  composed 
of  a  broad  plate  of  black  mica,  so  fitted  into 
a  leathern  case,  as  to  be  seen  on  either  side. 
Our  trading  had  contiRued  some  time  before 
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we  discolrered  four  small  puppies  in  the  w6^    is^f. 
men's  boats^  and  they  were,  of  course^  imme*  AwsimI* 
diately  purchased,  as  an  incipient  team  for  fii« 
ture  operations.  :^ 

The  acquisition  of  these  little  animals  re- 
minded us  of  our  own  live  stock  on  boards  and 
the  pigs  and  ponies  were  accordingly  exhibited 
to  a  few  natives,  who  were  called  on  deck  for 
the  occasion ;  but  they  drew  blick  from  the 
little  horses  with  evident  signs  of  fear,  while 
the  squeaking  of  the  pigs,  in  their  struggles  to 
escape  from  those  who  held  them,  added  not  a 
little  to  the  surprise  of  the  moment.  A  safe 
retreat  for  a  few  yards,  however,  re-assm^ 
our  visiters,  when  a  loud  laugh  and  shout  an^ 
nounced  their  satisfaction  at  having  seen  two 
new  species  of  Tooktoo,  (rein  deer.) 

As  a  lane  of  water  was  seen  in  shore  at  noon, 
we  were  undeir  the  necessity  of  bidding  our  vi- 
siters adieu ;  yet  such  was  their  desire  to  re- 
main with  us,  that  when  we  left  the  floe,  our 
people  who  i^ttended  ^e  hawsers,  escaped  with 
difiiculty  into  the  boat,  from  the  friendly,  and 
not  very  ceremonious,  struggle  which  was 
made  to  detain  them. 

My  last  purchase  at  parting  was  the  inge-^ 
niously-constructed  sail  of  a  woman's  boat, 
which  was  gladly  bartered  for  a  knife.  This 
was  nine  feet  five  inches  at  tiie  head^  by  only 
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igH.  six  feet  at  the  foot,  and  having  a  dip  of  tfair- 
AagugL  teen  feet,  llie  gnt  of  which  it  was  composed 
was  in  four-inch  hreadths,  neatly  sewed  with 
jthread  of  the  same  material,  and  the  whole 
sail  only  weighed  three  pounds  three-quarters. 
As  we  stood  in  for  the  land  the  kayaks  ac- 
companied us  for  some  time ;  and  when  every 
thing  had  been  sold,  a  couple  of  them  lay  qui- 
etly towing  along-side.  One  of  the  men  was 
Kee-poong-ai-li,  and  he  informed  me  that  the 
whole  of  his  tribe,  with  the  exception  of  the 
old  and  sick,  who  were  not  numerous,  had  been 
oflF  with  every  boat  in  their  possession.  Thdr 
settlement  was  in  the  bay  immediately  behind 
the  North  Bluff,  but  I  could  not  obtain  the 
name  of  the  place,  owing  to  the  wittiness  of 
my  friend,  who,  observing  that  its4ength  made 
it  difficult  of  pronunciation,  amused  himself  by 
repeating  it  quicker  each  time  that  I  asked  to 
hear  it  again.  He  informed  me  that  musk 
oxen,  deer,  and  the  usual  sea-animals  abounded 
there,  as  well  as  fish,  which,  from  the  descrip- 
tion, I  should  suppose  to  be  salmon.  Kee- 
poong-ai-li  appeared  much  amused  when  I  in- 
formed  him  that  I  had  seen  "  In-nu*"  last  year, 
and  that  their  country  was  very  far  off;  but 


♦  A  name  by  which  the  Esquimaux  distinguish  them- 
selves, signifying,  "  The  man,"  par  excellence. 
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when  I  mentioned  "  Shadlermioo*,"  he  seemed  1884 
perfectly  acqnainted  with  the  name,  and,  point-  August, 
ing  to  the  north-west,  said,  "  they  live  there.** 
Before  my  informant  left  me,  I  exchanged  an 
ash  paddle  and  some  other  useful  articles  for  his 
own  oar,  which  was  neatly  constructed  of  se- 
veral pieces  of  wood,  and  edged  with  ivory. 

During  the  rest  of  the  day  we  worked  up 
along  the  coast,  which  is  of  bold  granite  rock, 
and  near  it  several  large  bergs  were  lying 
aground.  Having  reached  to  about  eight 
miles  from  the  North  Bluff,  we  saw  other  Es- 
quimaux coming  down  to  us  from  the  north- 
west ;  and  six  kayaks,  with  an  oomiak  con- 
taining eighteen  grown  persons  and  many  chil- 
dren, came  along-side,  and  were  taken  in  tow. 

In  the  tumult  of  our  trading,  I  observed 
that  the  natives  took  no  heed  as  to  whether 
the  ice  struck  their  boats  or  not,  and  I  accord-  "^ 
ingly  held  one  of  ours  in  readiness  to  be  low- 
ered in  case  of  accidents.  This  was  scarcely  ^ 
done  when  all  the  native  boats  were  actually 
towed  over  one  poor  fellow  in  consequence  of 
his  obstinacy  in  holding  on,  although  he  saw, 
and  had  been  warned  of,  his  danger.  I  in- 
stantly went  after  him,  and  all  his  country- 


*  A  contemptuous  term  applied  by  Esquimaux  to  any 
others  who  are  not  of  their  own  tribe. 
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imk  men,  with  more  humanity  than  I  had  seeu  dl»- 
Ai^^uftt  played  on  a  similar  occasion^  shoved  off  also 
to  his  assistance,  one  picking  up  his  spearsj 
another  his  paddle^  ^c,  while  he  without  ap- 
pearing at  all  flurried^  liberated  hiniself  very 
ingeniously  from  his  boat^  by  turning  on  his 
back^  and  stretching  his  arms  round  her  hot- 
torn.  We  towed  him  to  the  woman's  boat^ 
and  there  left  him,  in  no  very  good  humoul*^ 
and  shivering  with  cold,  to  bale  out  his  kayaks 
This  second  division  of  visiters  did  not  belong 
to  the  same  party  as  those  who  first  came  off^ 
but  were  established  about  fifteen  miles  finom 
them,  in  a  deep  bight  to  which  they  pointed* 
We  procured  from  them  nearly  the  same  ar«* 
tides  as  were  brought  by  the  others,  and  I  pur- 
chased a  little  parcel  of  the  skins  of  red  foxes' 
legs,  which  animals  are  not  perhaps  known  to 
frequent  the  shores  of  Hudson's  Strait.  The 
night  was  very  foggy,  and  we  stood  off  and  on 
between  the  pack  and  the  land. 

It  was  evident,  from  a  momentary  sight  of 
the  land  at  daylight  of  the  I3th,  that  we  had 
made  some  westing,  but  our  progress  was  pain- 
fully slow.  In  working  during  the  day  we 
passed  to  windward  of  many  closely-packed 
streams  of  ice,  generally  composed  of  very 
heavy  masses ;  but  as  the  water  lay  in  lanes, 
were  not  without  hopes  of  soon  arriving  in  a 
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clear  sea.  A  thick  fog  distressed  us  all  day»  ii 
but  in  the  evening  the  sky  broken  and  the  wear  Ab§ih(L 
ther  calmed.  The  temperature  since  morning 
had  been  as  low  as  30°  in  the  shade,  the^  sea 
being  32°,  and  the  fog  froze  thickly  in  the 
rigging.  Although  the  togs  in  the  Polar  rer 
gions  are  so  frequently  mentioned  in  the  course 
of  the  recent  narratives  which  have  been  pub- 
lished, I  believe  they  are  generally  understood 
as  resembling  our  English  fogs,  which  is  not, 
in  fact,  the  case«  In  the  northern  seas  these 
vapours  rarely  rise  to  above  a  hundred  feet 
from  the  sea,  and  a  sky  of  most  provok- 
ing brilliancy  is  frequently  seen  over  head* 
The  view  from  the  deck  is  bounded  to  about  ^  ^  ^ 

a  hundred  yards,  and  such  is  the  rapid  forma- 
tion of  the  icicles  on  the  rigging,  that  it  is  ac- 
tually possible,  when  the  temperature  is  low, 
to  see  them  grow  beneath  the  eye.  Yet  chill- 
ing as  this  may  appear,  the  sudden  clearing  of 
the  fog  no  sooner  permits  the  sun  to  break 
forth  in  its  full  vigour,  than  the  ship  and  rig- 
ging glisten  in  the  most  brilliant  manner,  as  if 
they  were  of  glass,  and  a  rapid  thaw  quickly 
restores  every  thing  to  its  original  colour. 

At  night-fall  a  light  breeze  sprung  up  frond 
the  southward,  and  for  the  first  time  in  many         ^ 
days  the  ship  lay  her  course  unimpeded  by  ice. 
iBy  teoi  howeveri  we  again  oame  to  a  cloc^ 
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18M*  pack^  and  the  wind  veered  to  north-west^  fresb^ 
Angiist.  with  heavy  rain  and  a  dense  fog.  We  wcMrked 
in  a  hole  of  water  for  the  remainder  of  the 
night.  The  wind  continued  steady  all  the  14di, 
and  the  land  was  again  seen.  Hanging  at  night 
by  a  thin  floe^  we  continued  at  it  all  the  15tbj 
which  was  a  calm,  clear  day,  and  yonng  ice 
formed  in  the  holes  of  water,  under  the  broad 
glare  of  the  sun.  The  stillness  of  tins  day 
was  highly  favourable  for  obtaining  obser- 
vations for  the  dip  of  the  needle,  but  the 
floe  to  which  we  were  fast  was  not  of  sufficient 
extent  to  admit  of  our  getting  so  far  from  the 
ship  as  to  be  free  from  her  attraction.  I  was 
now  the  more  desirous  of  obtaining  these  ob- 
servations, on  account  of  the  fast  increasing 
sluggishness  of  the  compasses  ;  for  that  of 
Gilbert's,  which  had  hitherto  been  fully  cor- 
rected for  the  local  attraction  of  the  ship  by 
Professor  Barlow's  plate,  now  began  to  shew 
nearly  as  much  deviation,  when  our  head  was 
to  the  eastward,  as  any  of  the  other  compasses. 
On  this  day,  by  a  bearing  of  the  meridian  sun, 
it  amounted  to  28°  w. 

The  night  was  fine,  and  a  light  north-east 
breeze  enabled  us  to  cast  off  on  the  morning 
of  the  16th,  and  "  bore"  a  few  miles  to  the 
westward  through  ice  which  was  lying  in  long 
narrow  streams.    The  morning  of  the  17th 
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being  fine^  Charles*  Island  was  seen  to  the  1S94. 
westward,  so  that,  although  we  had  steered  by  Aufwit 
compass  for  its  northern  extreme,  an  increase 
in  the  deviation  had  led  us  to  the  south-east  of 
it.  Standing  in  for  the  land .  until  afternoon, 
the  wind  fell,  and  the  weather  thickened — we 
then  tacked  off  again.     On  the  sky  clearing  at 

,  thirty  minutes  past  four,  we  saw  several  wij- 
rasses  lying  on  a  narrow  stream  of  ice,  and  I 
allowed  the  officers  to  take  two  boats  and  at- 
tack them.  They  soon  killed  two  females, 
which  we  hoisted  in,  for  they  were  considered  as 
equal  to  a  supply  of  fresh  beef  by  the  old  hands. 
In  consequence  of  meeting  with  these  animals, 
I  was  led  to  imagine  that  the  water  would  be 
shoal,  although  we  were  so  far  distant  from 
the  land,  and  the  first  cast  of  the  lead  gave 

,  forty-five  fathoms.  A  slight  rippling  about 
^  a  mile  north  of  this  gave  indication  of  still 
shoaler  water,  and  our  casts  in  standing  to  it 
were  forty-five,  forty-one,  thirty-fivjB,  and  thir- 
ty-three, when  it  again  deepened  in  exactly  the 
same  pi'oportion;  and  standing  s.b.w.,  we  came 
gradually  into  seventy  fathoms,  after  which  we 
had  no  bottom  with  one  hundred  and  twenty. 
Making  the  land  indistinctly  at  sunset,  we 
stood  off  and  on  all  night,  and  passed  a  few 
narrow  streams  of  ice. 
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shore.     We  approached  to  within  about  ten    imk 
miles  of  Cape  Woistenholm  before  eyening,  Ampait. 
the  bearing  of  which,  with  that  of  Diggs^s 
Islands,  was  taken. 

The  land  hereabonts  has  a  very  remarkable 
appearance,  being  broken  into  high  perpendi* 
cnlar  bluffs,  of  from  six  to  eight  hundred  feet, 
between  which  the  rocks  were  split  into  deep 
ravines,  descending  abruptly  to  the  water*s 
edge ;  and,  at  a  few  miles  distance,  giving  the 
idea  of  their  being  the  entrances  to  narrow 
fiords.  The  rocks  are  apparently  of  gneiss, 
the  strata  of  which  dips,  with  a  considerable 
curve,  to  the  northward.  In  the  course  of  the 
day  we  passed  many  streams  of  ice,  all  trend- 
ing north-west  and  south-east,  and  large  flocks 
of  looms,  with  a  few  eider  ducks,  were  seen. 

We  were  off  Cape  Woistenholm  by  the 
morning  of  the  20th,  and  in  the  dtemoon 
abreast  of  Diggs's  Islands,  where  we  found  the 
sea  very  full  of  ice.  It  now  fell  calm,  and 
continued  so  with  rain  and  fog  all  night. 

The  morning  of  the  21st  was  fine,  witb^uf- 
ficient  of  a  variable  wind  to  carry  us  throogh  a 
quantity  of  ice,  lying  in  a  close  stream  of 
three  miles  width.  Salisbury  and  Notting- 
ham Islands,  with  some  apparently  detached 
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i»i.     pieces  of  land  off  them^  were  seen  indistinctly. 
Au^t.  jjj  ^jjg  evening  a  singular  species  of  fog  passed 
over  ns  from  the  westward,  its  height  not  ex- 
ceeding  thirty    feet ;    above   which  was  the 
clear  blue  sky.     From  the  main-top  the  va- 
pour appeared  like  a  dull  soft  wave  rolling 
past  uSy  while  from  the  deck^  when  clear  of 
the  ship,    it  resembled  a  high   dusky   wall. 
During  the  time  it  surrounded  us  the  sun  was 
very  strongly  reflected  on  the  part  opposite  to 
it^  and  the  appearance  was  as  if  a  second  sun 
was  glimmering  through  the  haze.     The  night 
was  calm  and  cloudy,  and  the  sea  full  of  loose 
hummocky  ice,  but  we  no  longer  saw  any  bergs, 
which  seamed  not  tb  have  arrived  higher  than 
Charles*  Island ;  yet  even  this  was  very  much 
farther  up  the  strait  than  we  had  found  them 
on  the  last  voyage,  even  at  an  earlier  season 
of  the  year. 

We  made  but  small  progress  to  the  north- 
west during  the  22d,  yet  lost  sight  of  Diggs's 
Islands,  and  on  the  morning*  saw  a  part  of  the 
mountains  of  Southampton  Island,  very  distant 
in  the  west. 

In  the  first  watch  some  interesting  obser- 
vations were  obtained,  to  ascertain  the  amount 
of  the  deviation  of  our  compasses;  but  as  I  con- 
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ceive   that    these    ohservations,    with   many    1884, 
others  equally  interesting,  will  be  better  seen  Augutt 
by  being  arranged  in  a  separate  table,  I  have 
placed  them  in  the  Appendix. 

A  thick  fog  with  a  high  wind  continued  all 
the  nighty  which  was  very  dark^  and  althongh 
the  wind  remained  unchanged^  it  was  not  until 
noon  of  the  23d  that  the  weather  cleared. 

Daring  this  time  we  had  made  a  few  miles 
south- westing,  and  passed  some  heavier  ice  than 
we  had  yet  seen,  many  of  these  floes  beingtwo.or 
three  miles  in  circumference.  We  had  sound- 
ings in  the  night  in  fifty  fathoms,  and  at  day^ 
light  of  the  24th,  thirty  fathoms^  at  which  time 
we  found  ourselffes  off  a  neavy  pack  of  ice, 
which  lay  against  a  yellow  shoal  beach  at  about 
four  miles  distant.  Some  sea-horses  being  on 
the  ice  our  boats  killed  a  couple  of  them,  and 
having  stood  along  the  coast  with  a  light  air,  I 
landed  at  ten  A.M.,  with  Mr.  Kendall,  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  observations.  As  we  ap- 
proached the  shore  we  had  t^n  fathoms  at  one 
mile  and  a-half,  at  half  a  mile  four  fathoms, 
and  at  a  quarter  of  a  mile  two  fathoms,  rocky 
bottom,  on  which  heavy  masses  of  ice  lay 
grounded.  We  observed  on  landing  that  the 
tide  had  fallen  about  four  inches,  and  that  the 
ice  with  the  ebb,  was  coming  from  the  uortb- 
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lati.  ward.  The  beach  was  of  shingle  lime-stone^ 
▲vftist.  of  which  indeed  a  low  line  of  coasts  extending 
for  ahont  twenty  miles  to  the  northward,  ap- 
peared to  be  composed.  At  about  this  dis-> 
tance  north-east^  the  mountains  rose  high  and 
bold,  and  were  doubtless  the  end  of  the  range 
on  which  *^  Cape  Comfort"  of  Baffin  is  placed. 
Tlie  beach  on  which  we  stood,  trended  abruptly 
round  to  the  west  as  far  as  we  could  see  *. 

Between  the  intervals  of  obtaining  our 
sights,  we  walked  inland,  and  saw  five  deer, 
although,  from  the  scarcity  of  vegetation,  I 
could  not  have  supposed  there  was  sufficient 
for    their  subsistence.     Near  the  numerous 

Of  ft 

•  Latitude  by  two  merid.  altitudes,         63   26    51    N. 

Longitude  by  two  sets  of  sights  and 

the  mean  of  six  chronometers        .       80  51   25    W. 

Dip  of  the  magnetic  needle        .        .       86   32  00 

Variation  with  Gilbert's  azimuth  com- 
pass       37   30  00    W. 

Time  of  high  water  at  full  and  change        lOh.  1 5m. 

Rise  at  spring  tides,  about         .         ,       20  ft. 

Rise  at  ordinary  tides       .         .         .       i2  ft. 

I  was  surprised  at  finding  the  variation  to  be  so  small, 

as  our  last  observation  at  the  ship  had  given  52°;  but  on 

looking  over  Captain  Franklin's  appendix,  I  find  he  re- 

marks  that  the  variation  decreased  very  rapidly  as  he 

crossed  Hudson's  Bay,  and  at  York  Fort,  in  long.  92®,  it 

became  easterlv. 
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shallow  lakes^  were  a  variety  of  the  nraal  ^^ 
beach  birds^  and  a  few  pin-tailed  dncks ;  and  ^*^ 
on  the  banks  of  a  large  piece  of  water  were 
the  remains  of  three  Esquimaux  summer  cir-* 
cles,  moss-grown^  and  apparently  long  for-* 
saken.  There  were  no  other  traces  of  natives 
having  been  recently  near  the  spot  until  we 
came  to  the  beach^  where  we  unexpectedly 
saw  the  footing  of  a  man  and  dog^  which  we 
traced  lis  having  followed  the  track  of  the  ship 
as  she  sailed  past  the  beach.  The  marks  were 
quite  firesh^  and  near  them  was  the  recent  path 
of  a  large  bear.  In  the  few  plants  we  pro- 
cured^ the  flowers  had  given  place  to  the 
seed^  which  in  some  specimens  was  already 
quite  matured.  We  also  picked  up  two 
small  splinters  of  drift  wood,  but  so  much 
decayed  that  they  were  at  first  supposed  to  be 
asbestos.  At  twenty  minutes  past  two  P.M. 
the  ice  in  the  ofiing  began  to  set  at  the  rate  of 
a  knot  from  the  southward,  but  the  tide,  which 
had  already  fallen  ten  feet,  was  still  ebbing. 
That  portion  of  the  shore  which  was  now  un- 
covered, was  of  lime-stone  rock^  running  out 
to  seaward  in  flat  steps  or  ledges,  and  amongst 
the  stones  the  boat's  crew  caught  two  small 
species  of  rock  fish. 

At  three  we  left  the  beach>  and  passing 
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I89i.  amongst  the  ice^  on  which  many  walruses  were 
Ai^^tt  lying,  arrived  on  board  at  thirty  minutes  past 
fonr^  when  I  learnt  that  two  others  of  these 
animals  had  been  killed.  We  now  stood  away 
south-west  for  a  distant  point  of  high  land, 
which  I  imagined  to  be  the  Cape  Pembroke  of 
Sir  Thomas  Button.  The  situation  of  the 
point  on  which  we  landed^  differs  so  much  from 
the  position  assigned  by  Baffin  to  Sea-Horse 
Point,  that  I  imagine  he  did  not  see  this  low 
part  of  the  coast,  bnt  the  mountainons  land  to 
the  north-east,  which  answers  more  nearly  to 
his  latitude.  The  point  on  which  we  had 
landed  was  called  after  Mr.  Leyson  (assistant 
snrgeon) ;  and  a  broad  strait  of  about  thirty 
miles,  which  runs  between  this  and  Cape  Pem- 
broke, received  the  name  of  Evans'  Inlet, — 
after  Mr.  Evans,  purser  of  the  Griper. 

The  soundings  in  which  the  ship  had  worked 
at  five  miles  from  the  shore,  varied  from  fifty 
to  thirty-five  fathoms,  muddy  bottom.  I  am 
thus  particular  in  stating  our  soundings  on  this 
day,  as  they  are  the  commencement  of  con- 
stant labour  at  the  leads,  and  also  a  proof 
of  the  careless  manner  in  which  the  old  charts 
of  the  coast  of  Southampton  Island  have  hi- 
therto been  marked ;  for  it  is  in  them  laid  i 
down  as  a  bold  precipitous  shore,  having  from  ' 
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ninety  to  a  hundred  and  thirty  fathoms  off  it^  isdi 
while  on  ahnost  every  part  which  we  coasted,  Augvit. 
onr  hand-leads  were  going  at  from  four  to  ten 
miles  from  the  beach,  which  in  no  one  place 
could  be  approached  within  a'  mile  by  a  ship*. 
At  daylight  on  the  25th  we  made  out  tolerably 
high  land  at  Cape  Pembroke^  with  a  long  low 
point  running  off  it  south-west.  Working  in 
that  direction  all  the  day  and  nighty  at  dawn 
of  the  26th  we  passed  abreast  of  the  high  land, 
and  saw  the  beach  trending  south-west,  untU 
lost  in  the  distance.  Heref,  it  may  be'proper 
to  observe,  the  high  land  entirely  ceased,  and 
we  entered  on  a  very  flat  beach,  of  so  uniform 
an  appearance,  that  we  were  frequently  at  a  loss 
for  a  large  stone,  or  some  break  in  the  coast- 
line, for  the  connexion  of  our  angles  as  we 
surveyed  it.  Our  compasses  had  now  become 
quite  useless  with  our  head  southerly,  and  that 
in  particular  to  which  the  plate  was  fitted,^so 
powerless,  that  its  north  point  stood  wherever 
it  was  placed  by  the  finger ;  but  with  our  head 
northerly  they  all  traversed  again.  This,  how- 
ever, benefitted  us  but  a  little,  for,  as  our  route 
lay  to  the  south-west,  we  were  without  other 
guidance  than  celestial  bearings,  which  coul4 
not  always  be  obtained.  We  continued  to  neaJr 
the  Cape  Pembroke  shore  until  one  PJVf., 
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liM-  when^  favDnred  by  a  strong  northerly  wind  and 
^  the  tide^  we  ran  south-west  by  west  by  the  snn, 
along  the  low  land^  in  from  thirty-seven  to 
twenty-five  fathoms^  when  at  dark  I  hanled 
into  fifteen  fiaithoms  at  fonr  miles  from  the 
shore,  and  anchored  for  the  night.  To  the 
sonth-west  of  ns,  the  land  terminated  in  a  low 
beach  awash  with  the  water,  and  I  did  not 
think  it  pmdent  to  attempt  passing  it  in  the 
dark,  as  I  must  have  continued  under  sail 
without  any  object  by  which  I  could  steer. 
Several  white  whales  were  seen  in  the  course 
of  this  day. 

Weighing  at  four  A.M.  on  the  27th,  with  a 
very  light  breeze  from  the  northward,  we  ran 
about  four  miles  south-west  by  south  in  low 
but  regular  soundings ;  when,  the  wind  failing, 
we  anchored  with  the  stream  in  twenty  fa- 
thoms, at  four  miles  from  the  beach.  Sailing 
along  the  shore,  we  had  heard  loud  shouting, 
and  when  the  day  broke,  saw  seven  natives  fol- 
lowing us  by  the  water's  edge.  They  were 
now  abreast  the  ship,  and  as  it  was  desirable 
to  obtain  observations,  I  landed  with  some  of 
the  officers  and  two  boats,  but  the  sky  was  too 
cloudy  to  favour  our  getting  sights  for  the 
chronometers. 
While  yet  a  mile  from  the  beach,  a  native 
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was'seen  coming  off  to  us,  and  as  he  approached^  iss4. 
we  observed^  that  instead  of  a  canoe  he  was  Augvst. 
seated  on  three  inflated  seal-skins^  connected 
most  ingenionsly  by  blown  intestines^  so  that 
his  vessel  was  extremely  buoyant*  He  was 
astride  npon  one  skin^  while  another  of  a 
larger  size  was  secured  on  either  side  of  it,  so 
that  he  was  placed  in  a  kind  of  hollow.  His 
legs,  well  furnished  with  seal«skin  boots,  were 
immersed  nearly  to  the  knee  in  water,  and  he 
rowed  with  a  very  slender  soot-stained  paddle 
of  whale*s  bone,  which  was  secured  to  his 
float  by  a  thong. 

On  approaching,  he  exhibited  some  little 
signs  of  fear ;  his  teeth  chattered,  and  himself 
and  seal-skins  trembled  in  unison.  It  was 
evident  from  the  manner  of  this  poor  fellow, 
that  he  had  come  off  as  a  kind  of  herald  from 
his  tribe,  and  as  I  felt  for  his  alarm,  I  threw 
him  a  string  of  beads,  which  he  received  in 
great  trepidation,  and  placed,  with  trembling 
fingers,  across  a  large  bunch  of  hair  which  pro- 
truded from  his  forehead.  A  few  friendly  signs 
which  accompanied  my  gift,  gave  him  a  little 
more  confidence,  and  he  soon  came  alongside, 
after  having,  as  a  peace-offering,  thrown  me  a 
couple  of  dried  salmon  and  a  very  rude  arrow, 
headed  with  a  roughly-chipped  flint:  at  my 
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1^4  request  he  jumped  into  our  boat^  and  taking 
AnjfUBU  hig  skins  in  tow,  we  rowed  for  the  beach ;  bnt 
our  new  acquaintance  was  not  a  very  quiet 
passenger,  for  he  stood  up  repeatedly  to  wave 
and  shout  to  those  on  shore,  assuring  them  cS 
his  safety,  and  that  I  had  given  him  three 
needles.  He  was  about  twenty  years  of  age, 
very  small  and  brown,  with  a  most  agreeable 
cast  of  countenance.  He  called  himself  Nee«> 
a-kood-loo,  and  as  we  made  for  the  beach  I 
found,  tluLt  although  he  understood  me  a  little, 
and  used  a  few  words  with  whidb  I  was  ac- 
quainted, yet  he  spoke  a  language  differing 
very  materially  from  that  of  any  other  Esqui- 
maux whom  we  had  seen.  He  chattered  and 
chuckled  rapidly  and  delightedly  to  himself, 
and  always  with  downcast  eyes.  At  a  long 
shoal  point  we  jumped  on  shore  to  his  six 
countrymen,  who  appeared  to  have  neither 
word  nor  gesture  of  salutation,  and  each,  as  I 
approached  him,  presented  me  with  two  half- 
dried  salmon,  evidently  intended  as  a  peace- 
offering  ;  for  the  donors  drew  back  on  my  .ac- 
cepting the  fish,  as  if  they  expected  no  equiva^ 
lent.  Observing  a  dirty-looking  bone  in  each 
man's  hand,  I  asked  what  they  were,  and  the 
poor. creatures  told  me  they  were  their  "  Pan- 
nas"or  knives ;  which  on  examination  I  found 
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to  be  formed  of  a  rough  piece  of  chipped  flint  isM. 
something  like  a  poplar-leaf  in  form,  and  clnmr  August, 
sily  lashed  to  small  bone  handles  of  about  six 
inches  in  length.  Snch  were  the  only  cntting 
Instmments  of  these  wretched  people.  I  pur- 
chased each  man's  panna  for  either  the  officers 
or  myself,  giving  a  strong  butcher's  knife  in 
exchange,  which  the  poor  fellows  received  with 
silent  and  trembling  deh'ght,  first  eyeing  me, 
then  theknife^  and  at  last  utteringa  long  sighing 
"kooyenna"  (thank  you)  in  a  tone  expressive 
of  the  deepest  gratitude ;  and  this  display  of 
their  feelings  was  not  confined  to  the  impulse 
of  the  moment,  for  it  was  constantly  repeated, 
>vith  every  appearance  of  sincerity,  during  the 
Tvhole  of  our  stay  on  shore.  No  one  licked, 
as  is  the  general  Esquimaux  custom,  any  of 
the  articles  we  gave  them. 

While  landing  our  instruments,  and  waiting 
in  hopes  of  obtaining  sights,  the  natives  stood 
quietly  gazing  on  us  as  if  quite  overpowered 
by  their  surprise,  and  there  was  not  a  word 
uttered,  unless  to  invite  us  to  their  tents,  which 
I  afterwards  found  were  about  two  miles  dis- 
tant. As  we  walked  to  them  along  high 
shingly  beaches  intersecting  :  small  swampy 
lakes,  several  birds  were  shot  by  the  officera ; 
^t  although  the  natives  saw  them  fall,  they 
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MMu  expressed  neither  surprise,  fear^  nor  cariosity 
Aufust  abont  the  guns.  We  passed  several  small 
store-honses,  of  abont  six  feet  in  height  by  ten 
in  diameter,  bnilt  of  rough  slabs  of  lime-stone^ 
mdely  but  regularly  piled  up,  and  Neeakoodloo 
opened  one  to  shew  me  that  it  contained  a 
quantity  of  split  salmon,  suspended  by  the  tails 
in  such  a  manner  that  no  small  animals  could 
reach  them.  As  we  walked  forward,  my  com- 
panion,  who  went  at  a  rapid  impatient  pace, 
talked  incessantly  to  himself  with  his  eyes 
fixed  on  the  ground,  occasionally  elevating  his 
voice,  which  had  a  very  agreeable  tone,  to  a 
most  merry  chant,  having  a  jerk  not  unlike  a 
hiccup  at  the  end  of  each  sentence.  He^  would 
then  for  a  moment  appear  to  recover  from 
his  fit  of  musing,  and  turn  to  urge  me  for- 
ward, but  soon  relapsed  again  into  his  merry 
soliloquy.  If  I  spoke,  he  answered  with  a 
lively  "  Hai  !'*  but  never  waited  or  endea- 
voured to  comprehend  me,  and  again  began 
chuckling  to  himself  He  seemed  qnite  igno- 
rant of  the  word  Kayak,  although  he  knew 
what  an  Oomiak  was,  and  pointed  to  the  ship ; 
and  I  observed  that  he  called  dogs  *^  Tchien- 
miuk,"  which  differs  very  much  from  the  Igloo- 
Hk  name  *^  Kain-meg."  Several  other  words 
were  equally  diflferent,  and  his  language,  which 
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was  pronotinced  shordy,  appeared  in  conse-    i§§4 
quence  to  abound  in  monogyllables.  AngM. 

We  fonnd  two  tents »  very  small,  and  fhll  of 
holes,  by  which  both  wind  and  rain  might 
enter  in  all  directions.  They  were  of  badly^ 
dressed  sealskins*  Five  women  and  their  six 
children  were  the  inmates,  and  when  we  en- 
tered, the  former  shewed  no  signs  either  of 
fear  or  surprise,  but  received  ns  as  if  they  had 
been  accustomed  to  the  sight  of  Europeans  all 
their  lives.  The  children,  on  the  contrary,  all 
hid  their  heads,  and  neither  spoke  to,  nor  ev^i 
looked  at  us  during  the  whole  visit.  One  of 
the  women,  by  her  appearance,  could  have  been 
scarcely  fifteen  years  of  age,  yet  carried  her  own 
child,  a  stout  boy  of  at  least  a  twelvemonth 
old,  at  her  back.  Her  face  was  as  perfect  an 
oval  as  that  of  an  European  girl,  with  regular 
and  even  pretty  featnres.  Her  mother  was 
with  her,  and  had  the  same  cast  of  counter- 
nance,  save  that  she  squinted  abominably~- 
a  defect  I  have  witnessed  but  in  one  other 
instance  amongst  these  people.  The  other 
women  had  the  broad  flat  faces  and  high  cheek 
bones  usually  met  with.  I  had  no  sooner  en- 
tered Neeakoodloo*s  tent,  than  remembering, 
I  suppose,  my  present  to  him,  he  took  up  a 
large  new  deer-skin,  rolled  it  neatly  up,  and 
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« 

l$9i.  threw  it  towards  me,  repeating  at  the  same 
Aufust.  moment  ^'  Kooyenna."  The  tent  floors^  with 
the  exception  of  the  small  space  allotted  for 
sleeping  on,  were  entirely  strewed  with  salmon 
and  their  ofial ;  and,  as  I  saw  no  lamp,  and  but 
one  miserably-constiiicted  cooking-pot,  I  sus- 
pect that  the  fish  are  generally  eaten  raw. 
About  two  dozen  dogs  were  lying  near  the 
tents,  but,  with  their  usual  fear  of  strangers,  all 
ran  off  on  our  approach.     I  saw  no  sledges. 

There  were  none  of  those  little  domestic 
toys  in  these  tents  which  we  had  always  found 
with  our  Winter  friends,  and  it  was  not  untU 
our  visit  was  nearly  over  that  I  discovered  the 
women  used  very  ingeniously-formed  bone 
needles,  which  of  course  were  purchasect  by 
an  abundant  supply  of  steel  ones.  They  had 
also  a  couple  of  little  iron  needles  of  their  own 
manufacture ;  these  were  apparently  made 
from  two  small  nails,  not  much  reduced  in 
thidmess,  and  having  such  diminutive  eyes 
that  they  could  never  have  been  of  any  ser- 
vice. The  bone  needles  were  formed  from 
the  pinions  of  birds,  which  are  far  harder,  and 
at  the  same  time  more  plastic,  than  any  other 
bones. 

On  the  ground  in  one  of  the  tents,  I  saw  a 
little  bit  of  deal,  about  three  inches  in  length. 
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planed  and  painted  black  on  one  side.  This  was     ism: 
amongst  the  valuables  of  the  &mily ,  although  AofruBt: 
from  its  size  it  could  not  have  been  made  useful; 
but  was  probably  treasured  in  consequence  of 
its  having  drifted  to  their  shore  from  one  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  ships.     This^  with  three  bows, 
each  consisting  of  many  pieces,  was  all  the 
wood  in  their  possession,  for  their  spears  were 
made  of  the  whale's  rib  bone,  and  in  a  rougher 
style  than  any  we  had  hitherto  seen.     Yet  this 
scarcity  of  wood  did  not  prevent  their  gladly 
selling  the   bows  ;    and  I   afterwards  learnt 
that  one  with  five  arrows  was  purchased  for  a 
livery  button.     I  distributed  knives,  boarding- 
pikes,  and  beads,  to  the  whole  of  this  little 
tribe,  and  observed  that  each  individual,  on  re- 
ceiving a  present,  immediately  offered  to  the 
donor  the  choice  of  their  property,  the  most 
valuable  of  which,  in  their  own  estimation, 
were  small  rolls  of  dried  salmon-skins,  and 
little  pieces  of  flint  for  the  purpose  of  maldng 
knives   and  arrows.      Poor  Neakoodloo,   oil 
receiving  two  knives  for  himself  and  'wife, 
appeared  quite  distressed  at  my  refusing  the 
dirty  pieces   of  stone   and   fish-skins  whicli 
he  offered  me ;  and  fancying  that  I  rgected 
them  as  not  being  good  enough,  he  took  a 
sharp  flint,  and  began  cutting  up  a  large  seal- 
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ItNL    skin^  the  only  one  in  his  poisessicm,  for  my 
Aagint.  acceptance ;  on  my  refnsing  this  also,  he  again 
warmly  repeated  his  dianks  for  the  knives. 

The  women  were  slightly  tattooed  cm  the 
face  in  small  dots,  probably  from  dieir  having 
no  needles  of  sufficient  fineness  to  draw  a 
sooted  thread  under  the  skin  in  lines,  as  is  the 
nsnal  Esquimaux  custom. 

The  hands  were  not  marked,  and  their  hair 
was  twisted  into  a  short  club,  which  hung 
over  each  temple »    I  purchased  two  Uttle  bone 
ornaments,  which  had  been  used  as  pendants 
to  these  locks,  and  on  one  of  them  were  about 
a  dozen  small  irregularly-shaped  pieces  of  lead^ 
strung  alternately  with  square-cut  pieces  of  the 
claw  of  some  bird.      The  women   wore   no 
breeches,  but  bad  little  thigh  wrappers,  and 
very  high  boots,  which,  with  their  very  ragged 
jackets,  resembled  those  of  the  natives  of  the 
Savage  Islands. 

The  costume  of  the  men  was  also  some- 
what of  the  same  kind  as  of  the  above  people, 
but  all  had  much  shorter  breeches,  and  iheir 
knees  were  more  exposed.  As  they  wore 
gloves,  the  reversed  skin  of  the  dovekie, 
merely  dried,  without  faither  preparation,  and 
the  long  stiflbned  neck  part  pointed  forward  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  be  always  in  the  way. 
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The  only  other  pecnliarity  consisted  in  each  19M; 
man  haying  an  immense  mass  of  hair  as  large  Angm*. 
as  the  head  of  a  child^  rolled  into  the  form  of 
a  ball^  and  projecting  from  the  rise  of  the 
forehead.  One  of  these  bundles^  which  I 
caused  a  man  to  open^  consisted  of  six  long 
strings  of  his  own  locks^  originally  plaited^ 
but  now  so  matted  with  dirt»  deer^s  fbr^  ^c,  as 
to  resemble  a  rough  hair  tether.  These  extraor* 
dinary  tresses  were  bound  tightly  together  at 
their  base^  and  measured  above  four  feet* 

I  found  that  the  place  whence  the  salmon 
were  procured^  was  a  rapid  little  streamlets 
running  over  a  gravelly  bed,  at  about  a  hun-» 
dred  paces  from  the  tents.  Its  breadth  might 
be  about  forty  yards^  and  a  dam  was  erected 
across  it^  behind  which  the  fishermen  stood 
and  speared  the  salmon  as  they  advanced  up 
to  the  little  wall.  At  half  a  mile  from  the 
tents,  was  a  large  winter  hut  standing  near  the 
sea-beach,  but  I  had  not  time  to  visit  it.  On 
our  return  to  the  boats^  I  desired  the  natives 
to  open  their  salmon  stores^  and  bring  a  quan- 
tity of  fish  after  us,  which  they  gladly  ac- 
quiesced in^  and  we  carried  ofi^  a  large  and 
most  welcome  supply  to  the  ship.  Not  one 
of  the  strangers  begged,  or  became  in  any  way 
troublesome,  but  even  to  the  moment  of  our 
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1884.    departare,  omdiicted  themselves  so  as  to  sh^w 
Augnsu  us  how  grateful  they  were  for  our  presents  td 
thein. 

From  their  total  want  of  iron,  and  from  their 
extreme  poverty,  I  am  led  to  imagine  thatthes^ 
people  had  never  before  seen  Europeans ;  al- 
though it  is  not  improbable  they  may  have  ob- 
served the  Hudson's  Bay  ships  pass  at  a  distance 
in  the  offing,  on  some  occasions,  when  they 
may  have  been  driven  by  bad  weather  a 
little  Qut  of  their  annual  course.  The  good 
behaviour  of  these  poor  savages  was  therefore 
quite  natural  to  them,  and  the  fearless  con- 
fidence which  led  Neeakoodloo  to  put  him- 
self into  our  power,  is  the  strongest  proof  of 
their  ignorance  of  guile  or  treachery. 

We  obtained  the  latitude  62°  29'  50"  n„  and 
longitude,  by  afternoon  sights,  82°  48'  45"  w., 
but  were  not  able  to  ascertain  the  rise  and 
fall  of  the  tide,  owing  to  the  unfavourable  na- 
ture of  the  beach,  which  ran  out  for  nearly  a 
mile  into  flat  shingly  shoals,  between  which 
were  lakes  at  low  water,  thickly  filled  with 
tangle  and  other  sea-weed,  from  whence  pro- 
ceeded a  most  noisome  smell.  A'  few  muscle- 
shells  were  picked  up  amongst  this,  but  none 
of  the  fish  in  a  live  state. 

Having  reached  the  ship  at  one  P.M.,  we 
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weighed  with  the  floods  which  here  came  from     ^^4. 

the  north  eastward,  and  ran  south-west  ahont  Auguit. 

ten  miles,  when,  at  eight  P.M.,  we  anchored 

in   twelve   fathoms,   at  four  miles   from  the 

shore. 

The  night  was  fine,  and  at  four  A.M.  on 

the  28th,  with  the  wind  from  the  northward, 

and  a  heavy  short  sea,  apparently  caused  by  a 

weather  tide,  we  weighed,  and  continued  to 

run  south-west  along  the   low    beach,    until 

eleven  A.M.,  when  being  off  a  low  point,  at 

eight  miles  from  our  last  anchorage,  w  e  saw  a 

shoal  running   about   five   miles  to   seaward, 

from  N.N.E.  to  s.s.w.     Keeping  an  offing,  we 

rounded  this,  and  then  found  the  laud,  which 

was  still  low,  to  trend  from  behind  the  point, 

w.s.w.,  which  I  take  to  be  ^^  Carey's  Swan'8 

Nesf '  of  Batton.      Several  store-houses,  and 

two  winter -huts,    were    seen  on  the  beach, 

but  no  natives  appeared.    The  soundings,  at 

about  eight  miles  from  the  shore,  were  rather 

irregular,  but  never  above  twenty,  or  lower 

than  ten  fathoms.     The  sea  was  much  agi« 

tated,   a  great  quantity  of  tangle  weed  float-* 

ing  about.  "  Having  stood  in  for  the  shore,  a 

strong  tide  assisted  us  until  evening,   when 

having  ran  west  south-west  about  twenty  miles 

since  noon,  we  anchored,  with  the  wind  from 

p 
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:en  bow,  a  flint  arrow,  and  knife,  with  a    ^—^ 
jely-constnicted   spear,    and    some   frag-  ^H^^ 
Its  of  skin  and  walrus  flesh.   These  articles 
ly  probably  have  been  the  property  of  some 
lan  who  lay  buried  near  the  pile,  but  I  could 
liscover  no  grave.     Not  far  from  this,  and 
'near  a  very  small  hut,  built  of  peat,  was  a 
rge  inverted  cooking-pot,  composed  of  thin 
abs  of  lime-stone,   very  clumsily  cemented 
>gether ;  and  beneath  it  was  a  flint  knife,  a 
'iece  of  ivory,  and  a  short  splinter  of  decayed 
I  rift  wood.      Some   sledge    runners,    of  the 
whalers  jaw,  lay  buried  beneath  a  few  large 
stones;   and  as   they  were  quite  black   with 
soot,  it  is  probable  they  had  answered  the  pur^ 
pose  of  roof-rafters  to  some  winter-hut.     Se- 
veral other  long  spars  of  bone  were  lying 
ronnd  in  the  same  smoky  state ;  and  as  no 
wood  is  procured  in  this  desolate  region,  they 
may  be  considered  as  the  store  timber  of  the 
poor  Esquimaux.  Eight  or  ten  double  piles  of 
stones,  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  canoes, 
were  erected  along  the  beach ;  and  farther  in- 
land stood  six  large  bone,  or  winter,  huts,  in  a 
very  dirty  delapidated  state;  and  as  mosses 
and  grasses  were  growing  on  their  seats  and 
sleeping  places,  they  must  have  been  long  for- 
ftdcen.     Of  the  immense   quantity   of  bones 
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1884.  which  lay  scattered  around,  those  of  the  deer 
Auflrust.  were  most  numerous.  At  a  shoii:  distance 
from  the  shore,  on  one  of  the  shingle  ridges 
which  intersected  the  swamps^  I  fbond  a  flint 
knife  lying  near  a  small  pile  of  stonesj  under 
which  was  another  knife,  an  arrow,  a  dark 
flint  for  making  cutting-instramente,  and  two 
little  bits  of  decayed  wood,  one  of  which  was 
modelled  like  a  canoe.  Close  to  this  was  ii 
larger  mound,  which  contained  a  dead  person, 
sewed  up  in  a  skin,  and  apparently  long  bu- 
ried. Tlie  body  was  so  coiled  up,  a 
with  some  of  the  tribes  of  Esquimaui^^ 
it  might  be  taken  for  a  pigmy,  being  only:  twb 
feet  four  in  length.  This  may  account  for  ihb 
otherwise  extraordinary  account  given  by  Lul^ 
Fox,  of  his  having  found  bodies  in  the  islanidbi 
in  the  "  Welcome"  which  were  only  four  feet 
long. 

Near  the  large  grave  was  a  third  pile  of 
stones,  covering  the  body  of  a  child,  which 
was  coiled  up  in  the  same  manner.  A  snow 
buntin  had  found  its  way  through  the  loose 
stones  which  composed  this  little  tomb,  and 
its  now  forsaken,  neatly  built  nest,  was  found 
placed  on  the  neck  of  the  child.  As  the 
snow  buntin  has  all  the  domestic  virtues  of 
our  English   red-breast,  it  has  always   been 
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considered  by  us  as  the  robin  of  these  dreary  i 
wilds^  and  its  lively  chirp  and  fearless  confi-  A 
dence  have  rendered  it  respected  by  the  most 
hungry  sportsmen.  I  conld  not  on  this  occa- 
sion view  its  little  nest^  placed  on  the  breast  of 
infancy,  tnthont  wishing  that  I  possessed  the 
power  of  poetically  expressing  the  feelings  it 
excited.  Both  graves  lay  north-east  and  south* 
west.  Before  going  on  board  I  placed  board- 
ing-pikes, men's  and  women's  knives^  and 
other  articles^  which  might  be  useful  to  the  poor 
Esquimaux,  on  the  huts  and  various  piles  of 
stones. 

The  beach^  above  high  water-mark^  is  com* 
posed  of  large  masses  of  shingle  lime-stoney  in 
which  were  several  imperfect  fossil  remains^ 
and  a  few  pieces  of  madrepore  were  also  picked 
up.  The  greatest  attraction^  however,  was 
in  the  quantity  of  fine  flints  and  pretty  veined 
agates^  which  lay  broken  all  along  the  beach. 
It  would  appear  from  the  weapons  found  on 
this  day^  as  well  as  others  purchased  before, 
that  the  natives  only  make  use  of  the  dark- 
coloured  flints,  which  may  be  in  consequence 
of  their  finding  the  veined  stones  more  liable 
to  split,         . 

The  whole  country  is  very  flat,  full  of  ahal- 
low  lakes  and  swamps,  and  near  the  huts,  th^ 
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MM  gmsBet  were  flouriahing  most  laxariantly.  It 
18  remarkable  that  no  sorrel  should  have 
been  found  in  our  three  visits  to  this  shore^ 
and  that  the  ground  willows  were  so  small, 
that  their  leaves  did  not  rise  above  the 
mosses,  but  grew  entwined  amongst  them.  I 
jMcked  up  about  a  dozen  dead  shells  of 
muscles. 

At  thirty  minutes  after  nine,  when  I  left 
the  beach,  it  was  low  water.  At  eleven  the 
tide  turned  in  the  offing,  and  flowed  from  the 
eastward.  We  now  observed  iAHshore  of  us  a 
long  overfall,  having  deep  water  within  it, 
and  mnnihg  at  a  mile  fit>m  the  beach  to  a  low 
point  five  or  six  miles  w.s.w.  of  us. 

Weighing  at  one  P.M.,  we  lay  along  the 
shore  with  the  wind  from  the  southward,  un« 
til  arriving  at  the  above  pointy  to  which  I  gave 
a  wide  birth,  as  a  heavy  surf  was  breaking 
over  a  long  shoal  which  ran  from  it,  and  the 
wind  was  fr*eshening  from  the  north-west, 
whence  it  soon  blew  a  gale,  and  brought  us 
under  close-reefed  topsails.  A  strong  weather 
tide  rose  so  short  and  high  a  sea,  that  for  three 
hours  the  ship  was  unmanageable,  and  pitched 
bowsprit  under  every  moment.  We  now 
fonnd  that  although  with  our  head  off  this 
ttily  dangerous  shore,  we  were  nearin/?  it 
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rapidly^  and  driving  bodily  dowa  on  the  ahoaL 
I  therefore  kept  away  a  couple  of  points^  a 
plan  we  now  constantly  followed^  aa  it  wai  the 
only  method  of  keeping  head^Way  on  the 
ship  in  even  a  moderate  sea ;  and  it  was  more 
to  our  advantage  than  making  eight  points  lee^ 
way.  By  so  doing  we  made  a  little  south-* 
west  offing,  but  were  so  uneasy^  that  I  expected 
the  masts  to  go  every  moment,  and  all  hands 
were  kept  on  deck  in  readiness.  The  tiller 
broke  twice  adiift,  and  two  men  were  bruised** 
Standing  all  night  s.s.w*|  the  wind  came 
round  and  moderated  from  south-west  on  thu 
morning  of  the  30th»  but  a  turbulent  short  sea 
was  still  running.  We  then  kept  as  nearly 
N.w.b.N.  as  our  very  uncertain  compasses,  and 
an  occasional  glimpse  of  the  sun^  would  per« 
tint.  At  four  A.M.  the  land  of  Southampton^ 
still  a  lee-shore^  was  seen  very  distant  in  the 
Q6rth-east.  At  dawn  we  obtained  the  latitude 
and  sights^  so  that  if  this  land  is  the  south* 
west  extreme  of  the  Island  ^  Southampton^ 
(and  we  had  seen  nothing  to  disprove  it^)  Cape 
Southampton  is  laid  down  2°  to  the  westward 

♦  From  the  extraordinary  action  of  the  sea,  and  our 
known  position,  it  is  evident  that  a  constant  '*  race"  is  to 
be  fonnd  off  ibis  spot,  and  tfubsequent  experience  has 
«Miibib«d  thit  odnj#c€iire. 
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18M.    of  its  trae  position.      Its  latitude  is  as  correct 
Anfnft  as  could  be  expected,  and  is  by  a  meridian  al- 
titude  of  Mirza^  nnder  the  pole^  61^  50'  35. 
The  longitude  by  sights  of  a  Lyra  is  84°  2'  15''. 
We  stood  on  all  day  N.w.b.N.5  still  keeping  the 
ship  a  couple  of  points  free,  to  prevent  her 
driving  bodily  to  leeward,  which  she  did  when- 
ever she  had  not  steerage-way.     Our  sound- 
ings  continued  regular  between  forty  and  fifty 
fathoms  ;  and  no  land  was  seen,  so  that  I  was 
in  hopes  we  had  at  last  entered  "  The  Wel- 
come.**    Our  noon  lat.  62*^  14'  38",  and  long. 
84°  29'  54",  placed  us  exactly  on  Southampton 
Island^  and  two  degrees  eastward    of    Cape 
Southampton  of  the  charts. 

In  the  forenoon  watch  our  larboard  compass^ 
which  with  two  others  had  shewn  our  head 
N.b.w.,  (which  with  three  points  and  a  half 
westerly  variation,  agreed  with  the  sun's  bear- 
ing in  giving  a  n.w.Jw.  course,)  suddenly 
pointed  e.n.e.,  and  no  tapping  or  motion 
would  keep  it  at  any  other  point  for  two  or 
three  minutes,  after  which  it  as  suddenly  re- 
covered its  agreement  with  the  others,  and 
continued  quite  correct.  We  now,  from  re- 
peated observations,  discovered,  that  when  our 
head  was  nearly  north  by  compass,  the  devia- 
tion was  three  points  and  a*half  west,  but  when 
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between  north-west  and   west,  it  amounted    iss*: 
to  eight  points,  while  with  the  head  to  the  Angnsi 
southward^  the  compasses  would  generally  rest 
wherever  they  were  directed  by  the  finger, 
and  sometimes  each  persisted  in  maintaining 
a  direction  of  its  own.    Barlow's  plate  now  be- 
came useless,  and  its  want  of  effect  was  decided 
by  finding  Gilbert's  compass,  while  under  its 
immediate  influence,  the  dullest  in  the  ship. 
Ellis,  in  his  account  of  the  expedition  of  the 
Dobbs  and  California,  1746,  says,  ^^  I  cannot 
help  taking  notice   in  this  place"  (while  off 
Chesterfield  inlet,)  **  of  an  accident  that  hap- 
pened to  us,  and  which  as  it  was  the  object  of 
our  astonishment  tlien,  has  often  been  the  sub* 
ject  of  my  serious  thoughts.  In  short,  amcmgst 
these  islands,  and  in  sailing  through  the  ice, 
the  needles  of  our  compasses  lost  their  mag^ 
netical  qualities,  one  seeming  to  act  from  this 
direction,  and  another  under  that,  and  yet  they 
were  not  for  any  considerable  time  constant  to 
any.     We  laboured  to  remedy  this  evil  by 
touching  them  with  an  artificial  magnet,  but 
to  very  little  purpose,  for  if  they  recovered 
their  powers  by  this  means  they  presently  lost 
them  again."     P.  220.     London  edit.  1748. 

With  a  light  wind,  but  heavy  sea,  from  the 
south-west,  we  made  a.  N.w.b^N.  course,  over 
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iflM.  the  place  assigned  to  Southampton  labuidi 
Aifwit  with  regular  soundings  between  seyentj  and 
fifty  fathoms.  At  midnight  the  wind  came 
fresh  from  the  westward  with  ram^  and  as  I 
feared  running  oyer  a  spot  where  land  is  laid 
down  as  having  been  discovered^  I  lay  to  until 
day-break  of  the  31st  It  was  now  for  the 
firi9t  time  that  I  observed,  in  changing  the  ship^s 
hend  from  north  (compass)  N.w.b.N.  (true) 
aud  rounding  to  part,  all  the  compasses 
changed  inversely,  N.b.£.5  north-east  to  s.b.N.  t 
at  which  point  the  ship's  head  remained  while 
hove  to  all  night,  although  the  wind  was  un- 
changed from  south-west;  thus  shewing,  as 
her  head  was  in  fact  w.n.w.,  a  deviation  of 
fifteen  points  westerly,  with  this  direction  in« 
creasing  gradually  as  she  came  round  from 
north  by  compass. 

At  four  A.M.  on  the  31st,  I  kept  away  to 
itarboardy  and  the  compasses  remained  quite 
steady  until  we  had  fallen  off  about  four  points, 
aU  then  flew  round  at  the  same  moment,  and 
when  by  the  pole-star  her  head  was  N.w.b.N., 
all  again  pointed  north  most  correctly  as  they 
had  done  before.  These  extraordinary  changes 
in  the  deviation  of  the  needle  could  not  fail 
to  cause  me  great  anxiety  during  the  long  and 
dark  nights,  as  I  was  unable,  unless  our  head 
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M  norths  to  know  when  we  approached  the  i( 
)re^  and  haying  hitherto  found  the  land  so  Aofoit. 
oueonsly  laid  down^  it  was  bnt  natural  to 
!>po8e  that  we  should  find  the  American 
ut  also  to  the  eastward  of  its  assigned  place* 
le  wind  fell  on  the  morning  of  the  Slat^  and 
ibre  noon  a  calm^  with  thick  fogj  set  in^ 
though  meridian  altitudes  and  sights  were 
tained,  we  yet  remained  entirely  in  thd 
(k  as  to  our  relative  position  with  respect 
the  land  on  either  side  of  us.  A  light 
iete  after  noon  enahled  us  to  keep  notth* 
St,  as  nearly  as  I  could  judge,  and  in  tht 
ming  we  made  very  low  land,  distant  about 
I  miles.  Its  northern  extreme  bearing  v. 
^  43'  E*  and  southern  s.  86°  18"  x«  about 
een  miles.  We  found  ourselves  setting  as 
with  a  current  towards  the  northern  point, 
1  were  confirmed  in  this  conjecture  by 
ming  sights^  giving  twelve  miles  easting 
M  noon,  although  we  had  steered  north" 
it  (true.)  Throughout  the  night  we  steered 
rth^west  by  the  pole-star,  and  ran  under  easy 
L  Our  soundings  at  ten  P.M.  were  thirty 
homs,  between  which  and  twenty-eight  they 
ried  continually  until  thirty  minutes  after 
o  A.M.  on  the  1st  of  September,  when  we 
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shoaled  to  nineteen*.  Fearing  danger, 
turned  the  bands  np,  bnt  having  shottiy  deep 
ened  to  twentf-seren  and  twenty-fiTe,  ip 
sent  them  below.  At  six  A.M.  haTing  qnii^ 
shoaled  to  nineteen,  mnntng  s.v.w.  bm 
midnight,  I  shortened  sail,  bnt  came  to  sera 
teen  at  dawn,  when  we  discorered  landbw 
ing  N.N.w.  and  apparently  not  continoons 
the  right,  bnt  a  thick  fog  which  hnng  overlk 
horizon  lunited  onr  view.  As  onr  run  U 
been  abont  fifty  miles  m.n.w.,  and  as  I  expected 
to  find  the  American  diore  east  of  its  positu 
in  the  charts,  I  conceired  that  this  wonldk 
Cape  Fnllerton  of  Middleton,  and  thocftn 
kept  it  on  onr  larboard  hand,  intending  to  in 
past  it  at  five  or  six  miles,  which  was  its  dis- 
tance at  this  time.  We  soon,  however,  came 
to  fifteen  fathoms,  and  I  kept  ri^t  away,  U 
had  then  only  ten  ;  when  bdng  unable  to  ice 
far  aronnd  ns,  and  observing  from  the  vhitt 
ness  of  the  water  that  we  were  on  a  bank,  1 
ronnded  to  at  seven  A.M.,  and  tried  to  brinf 
lip  with  the  starboard  anchor,  and  sevent] 
fathoms  chain,  bnt  the  stiff  breeze  and  heav] 

•  On  our  return  down  the  Welcome  we  discorered  i 
small  island,  viihin  wliich  we  must  at  this  time  lutr 
passed. 
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1  caused  this  to  part  in  half  an  hour,  and  we  is^ 
ain  made  sail  to  the  north-eastward  ;  but  Sept. 
iding  we  came  suddenly  to  seven  fathoms^ 
d  that  the  ship  could  not  possibly  work  out 
ain^  as  she  would  not  face  the  sea  or  keep 
'.crage  way  on  her,  I  most  reluctantly  brought 
r  up  with  three  bowers  and  a  stream  in  sue- 
ssion,  yet  not  before  we  had  shoaled  to 
e  and  a  half.  This  was  between  eight  and 
ne  A.M.  The  ship  pitching  bows  under, 
d  a  tremendous  sea  running.  At  noon  the 
u'board  bower*-anchor  parted,  but  the  others 
Id. 

As  there  was  eveiy  reason  to  fear  the  fall- 
;  of  the  tide,  which  we  knew  to  be  from 
elvc  to  fifteen  feet  on  this  coast,  and  in  that 
3e  the  total  destruction  of  the  ship,  I  caused 
e  long-boat  to  be  hoisted  out,  and  with  the 
iir  smaller  ones,  to  be  stoi'ed  to  a  certain 
tent  with  arms  and  provisions.  The  offi- 
rs  drew  lots  for  their  respectiye  boats,  and 
s  ship's  company  were  stationed  to  them, 
ic  long-boat  having  been  filled  full  of  store^i 
lich  could  not  be  put  below,  it  became  re- 
isite  to  throw  them  overboard,  as  there  was 
room  for  them  on  our  very  small  and 
3wded  decks,  over  which  heavy  seas  were 
nstantly  sweeping.     In  making  these  pre- 
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paratioDS  for  taking  to  the  boats,  it  was  eri- 
dent  to  all,  that  the  long-boat  was  the  only  ou  i 
which  had  the  slightest  chance  of  living  nndn 
the  lee  of  the  ship,  shoold  she  be  wrecked, 
bnt  every  officer  and  man  drew  his  lot  with 
the  greatest  compoanre,  although  two  of  oir 
boats  would  have  been  swamped  the  instant 
they  were  lowered.  Yet  snch  was  the  noUe 
feeling  of  those  around  me,  Aat  it  was  evident 
that  bad  I  ordered  the  boats  in  question  to  be 
manned,  their  crews  would  have  entered  than 
without  a  mnrmnr.  In  the  afternoon,  on  the 
weather  clearing  a  little,  we  discovered  a  low 
beach  all  aroand  astern  of  ns,  on  whiiji  the 
snrf  was  running  to  an  awful  height,  and  it 
appeared  evident  tliat  no  human  powers  conld 
save  ns.  At  three  P.M.  the  tide  had  lallen  to 
twenty-two  feet,  (only  six  more  than  we  drew,) 
and  the  ship  having  been  lifted  by  a  tremen- 
dous sea,  struck  with  great  violence  the  whole 
length  of  her  keel.  This  we  natnrally  con- 
ceived was  the  foremnncr  of  her  total  vrreck, 
and  we  stood  in  readiness  to  take  the  boati, 
and  endeavour  to  hang  under  her  lee.  She 
continued  to  strike  with  sufficient  force  to 
have  burst  any  less-foi'tified  vessel,  at  intervals 
of  a  few  minutes,  whenever  an  nnnsnally 
heavy  sea  passed  us.  And,  as  the  water  was  to 
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allow^  theae  inight  almost  be  called  breakers  ^^^* 
ther  than  waves,  for  each  in  passing,  burst  **P*^- 
th  great  force  over  our  gangways,  and  as 
ery  sea  "  topped,"  onr  decks  were  continn* 
y,  and  frequently  deeply,  flooded.  All 
nds  took  a  little  refreshment,  for  some  had 
ircely  been  below  for  twenty-fonr  honrs,  and 
bad  not  been  in  bed  for  three  nights.  Al- 
ough  few  or  none  of  ns  had  any  idea  that 
i  should  survive  the  gale,  we  did  not  think 
eit  our  comforts  should  be  entirely  neglected, 
d  an  order  was  therefore  given  to  the  men 

put  on  their  best  and  warmest  clothing,  to 
able  them  to  support  life  as  long  as  possible. 
rerj  man,  therefore,  brought  his  bag  on  deck 
d  dressed  himself,  and  in  the  fine  athletic 
rms  which  stood  exposed  before  me,  I  did 
►t  see  one  muscle  quiver,  nor  the  slightest 
jn  of  alarm.  The  officers  each  secured  some 
eftil  instrument  about  them  for  the  purposes 

observation,  although  it  was  acknowledged 

all  that  not  the  slightest  hope  remained, 
ad  now  that  every  thing  in  our  power  had 
en  done,  I  called  all  hands  aft,  and  to  a  mer-^ 
ul  God  offered  prayers  tor  our  preservation, 
thanked  every  one  for  their  excellent  con- 
ict,  and  cautioned  them,  as  we  should,  in 

probability,  soon  appear  before  our  Maker, 


Ik.- 
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1891  to  enter  His  presence  as  men  resigned  to  their 
Sept.  fate.  We  then  all  sat^down  in  groups^  and, 
sheltered  from  the  wash  of  the  sea  by  what- 
ever we  conld  find,  many  of  ns  endeavoured 
to  obtain  a  little  sleep.  Never,  perhaps,  was 
witnessed  a  finer  scene  than  on  the  deck  of  my 
little  ship,  when  all  hope  of  life  had  left  ns. 
Noble  as  the  character  of  the  British  sailor  is 
always  allowed  to  be  in  cases  of  danger,  yet  I 
did  not  believe  it  to  be  possible,  that  amongst 
forty-one  persons  not  one  repining  word  should 
have  been  uttered.  The  officers  sat  abont, 
wherever  they  conld  find  shelter  from  the  sea, 
and  the  men  lay  down  conversing  with  each 
other  with  the  most  perfect  calmness.  Each 
was  at  peace  with  his  neighbour  and  all  the 
world,  and  I  am  firmly  persuaded  that  the 
resignation  which  was  then  shewn  to  the  will 
of  the  Almighty,  was  the  means  of  obtaining 
his  mercy.  At  about  six  P.M.  the  rudder, 
which  had  already  received  some  very  heavy 
blows,  rose,  and  broke  up  the  after-lockers, 
and  this  was  the  last  severe  shock  which  the 
ship  received.  We  found  by  the  well  that  she 
made  no  water,  and  by  dark  she  struck  no 
more.  God  was  merciful  to  us,  and  the  tide, 
almost  miraculously,  fell  no  lower.  At  dark, 
heavy  rain  fell,  but  was   borne  with  patience, 
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for  it  beat  down  the  gale^  and  brought  with  it     1894 
a  light  air  from  the  northward.     At  nine  P.M.     Sept 
the  water  had  deepened  to  five  fathoms.     The 
ship  kept  off  the  ground  all  nighty  and  our 
exhausted  crew  obtained  some  broken  rest. 

At  four  A.M.  on  the  2nd,  on  weighing  the 
best  bower^  we  found  it  had  lost  a  fluke^  and  by 
eight  we  had  weighed  the  two  other  anchors 
and  the  stream^  which  were  found  uninjured. 
The  land  was  now  more  clearly  visible,  and 
the  highest  surf  I  ever  saw  was  still  breaking 
on  it,  and  on  some  shoals  about  half  a  mile 
from  the  shore.  Not  a  single  green  patch 
could  be  seen  on  the  flat  shingle  beach,  and 
our  sense  of  deliverance  was  doubly  felt 
from  the  conviction  that  if  any  of  us  should 
have  lived  to  reach  the  shore,  the  most 
wretched  death  by  starvation  would  have  been 
inevitable.  In  standing  out  from  our  anchor'* 
age,  which  in  humble  gratitude  for  our  deli- 
very, I  named  the  ^*  Bay  of  God's  Mercy," 
we  saw  the  buoy  of  the  anchor  we  had  lost  in 
ten  fathoms,  and  weighed  it  by  the  buoy  rope, 
losing  therefore  only  one  bower  anchor.  We 
now  hoisted  the  long  boat  in,  and  an  occasional 
glimpse  of  the  sun  enabled  us  to  determine  the 
sitaation  of  our  recent  anchorage,  which  was 

in  lat.  63P  35'  48",  long.  86°  32'  00".    The 

o 
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knd  all  round  it  was  so  low  that  it  was  scarcely 
Sapi.  Tisible  from  the  deck  at  five  nules'  distance^ 
while  the  point  which  I  had  taken  fw  Cape 
Fnllerton^  and  winch  I  named  after  Mr.  Ken- 
dall^ (assistant  snnrejor,)  was  h^er  than  the 
coast  of  Soothampton  hitherto  seen^  aMumgh 
stiU  low  land.  The  extreme  of  the  right  side 
of  die  bay  was  named  after  Lieutenant  Ma- 
nico.  Keeping  alnreast  of  C^>e  Kendall^  and 
fteering  west  in  from  ten  to  thirteen  fathoms, 
at  six  CHT  dght  miles  off^  at  seven  P.M.  we 
andiored  in  thirteen  fiithoms*  The  weather 
was  calm^  with  a  heavy  gronnd-swell  setting  £» 
the  shoce.  The  ship  being  now  somewhait  to 
ri^tSy  I  called  the  hands  aft^  and  we  offered 
np  our  thanks  and  praises  to  God,  for  the 
mercy  he  had  shewn  to  us.  All  hands  then 
turned  in,  and  the  ship  lay  quiet  for  the 
night. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  reduced  charts  that  the 
land  of  the  Bay  of  God's  Mercy,  lies  imme- 
diately in  the  centre  of  the  Welcome,  which 
is  in  consequence,  considerably  and  most  dan- 
gerously narrowed  by  it.  Hence  it  is  evident 
that  although  Southampton  Island  is  laid 
down  with  a  ccmtinuous  outline,  it  has  in  fact 
never  been  seen,  except  at  its  southern  ex- 
treme.    This  but  too  clearly  established  feet 
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could  not  £iil  to  eanse  me  greiit  anxiety,  and  MM^ 
we  were  only  enabled  to  ran  dnrmg  the  day<*  ^^t^ 
light,  and  not  even  then  if  the  wearther  proved 
thick,  for  onr  cottipasse^  being  of  no  Use,  we 
Were  helpless  when  the  sun  was  clonded.  In 
Edition  to  this,  we  had  been  ccmrinced  by 
experience  that  the  ship  wonid  nevev  work  off 
a  lee  shore,  and  oar  leads  were  in  eonseqnenee 
kept  going  night  and  day,  to  the  grettt  &;tigae 
of  the  men ;  who,  however,  wene  fmeomfhin* 
ing,  as  they  were  aware  that  by  tbb  akme 
we  conld  obtain  timely  notice  of  an  approach 
to  land,  and  be  enabled  to  keep  the  ship  di9^ 
tant  from  it. 

At  fonr  A.M.  on  the  3d,  we  weighed,  and 
with  an  easterly  wind,  stood,  as  near  as  we 
could  jadge,  w.s.w.,  at  eight  miles*  distance 
from  the  shore.  By  thirty  minutes  aftet 
seven  in  the  same  parallel,  we  shoaled  to 
seven  fathoms,  and  kept  away  dne  sooth  for 
deeper  water.  In  two  miles  rnn  we  had  six- 
teen fathon»,  and  then  hauled  up  occasionally 
as  the  soundings  fevoured  us,  from  sixteen  to 
ten  fathoms,  very  irregular  bottom.  At  eleven 
A.M.  we  had  deepened  to  thirty,  and  then 
kept  N.N.w.  as  we  thought,  no  sun  being  itf 
i^ht.  Small  rain  and  a  fresh  wind  set  in^ 
and  after  noon,  we  fancied  that  the  loom  of 

02 
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itH.  land  lay  a-head  of  us.  At  four^  however^  a 
Sept.  heavy  gale  from  e.n.e.  brought  us  under  main- 
top-sail and  trysails,  and  we  went  on  the  lar- 
board tack^  as  promising  the  longest  drift. 
The  soundings  continued  during  the  night  at 
from  eighty  to  ninety-five  fathoms ;  a  heavy 
sea  sent  us  as  usual  dead  to  leeward^  s.w.^  and 
our  compasses  on  this  tack  were  useless. 

The  gale  continued  all  the  4th^  and  as  our 
allowance  of  water  was  reduced  to  a  quart  per 
diem^  only  half  a  ton  remaining  in  the  ship^  I  de- 
cided on  killing  our  two  little  ponies,  for  their 
hay  had  all  been  thrown  overboard  to  clear  the 
decks  on  the  1st.,  and  their  constant  exposure 
to  the  wash  of  the  sea  over  the  forecastle^  on 
which  it  was  requisite  in  bad  weather  to  sus- 
pend them  in  slings,  was  reducing  them  very 
fast.  They  were  accordingly  shot,  to  the  infi- 
nite regret  of  all  hands,  as  they  were  very  great 
favourites.  In  the  evening  we  had  shoaled  our 
water  gradually,  from  ninety-three  at  midnight 
of  the  3d,  to  forty-seven  fathoms,  and  in  wear- 
ing ship  had  only  forty-five,  which  led  me  to 
suppose  that  we  bad  neared  the  extensive  shoal 
oflf  Cape  Kendall.  On  standing  with  our  head 
N.N.W.,  but  driving  west,  we  deepened  gradu- 
ally to  ninety-five  fathoms  at  midnight.  The 
gale  blew  with  undiminished  violence  all  the 
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5th,  but  towards  noon  the  sky  began  to  break,  isu. 
and  we  obtained  observations.  The  wind,  from  8qpi. 
the  sun's  bearings,  was  now  found  to  be  N.b.E. 
In  the  evening  a  bright  arch  rose  in  the  north* 
west,  and  we  quickly  found  that  the  gale  had 
shifted  with  increased  violence  to  that  quarter. 
By  night  not  a  cloud  was  to  be  seen,  and  there 
was  every  indication  of  a  decided  north-west 
gale.  During  the  first  watch,  while  wearing, 
the  state  of  our  compasses  was  found  as  shewn 
in  the  Appendix,  corresponding  exactly  with 
our  observations  for  three  days  before,  which 
may  therefore  be  depended  on. 

In  the  act  of  wearing,  we  shipped  some  very 
heavy  seas  over  all,  but  were  now  so  accus<^ 
tomed  to  this,  that  it  did  not  distress  us.  Our 
soundings  throughout  the  day  had  varied  from 
sixty  to  ninety  fathoms. 

The  nights  had  now  become  very  long  and 
dark,  and  the  lateness  of  the  season,  with  our 
slow  progress,  gave  me  great  anxiety  for  the 
ship,  situated  as  she  was  in  a  narrow  channel 
of  the  most  uncertain  description,  and  con- 
stantly exposed  to  the  severity  of  equinoctial 
gales.  I  wished  to  have  found  some  sheltered 
anchorage  in  which  to  water,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  examine  our  rudder,  which  was  evi- 
dently loosened  by  the  blows  it  had  received ; 
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but  the  idiole  coast  hitherto  seen^  had  neither 
an  inlet^  nor  a  single  protected  indentation. 

The  morning  of  the  6th  was  beantiftilly  clear, 
hot  the  gale  continued  undiminished,  although 
hj  noon  it  had  slowly  veered  round  to  west. 
After  noon  it  moderated,  and  the  sea  fell,  so 
that  in  the  erening  we  made  sail,  and  ran  a 
few  miles  to  the  northward.  At  midnight  we 
hove  to  on  the  starboard  tack,  as  the  nigirt 
was  very  dark,  and  the  stars  by  which  we 
steered  were  (^cnred.  The  soundings  as  we 
lay  to  were  very  regular.  At  twih'ght  on  the 
7th,  I  went  on  deck,  intending  to  keep  the 
ship  her  course,  when  I  found  her  head  N.w.b.N. 
on  the  starboard  tack.  Her  course  being  north 
(true,)  I  would  under  any  other  circumstances 
have  kept  a  close  luff,  but,  not  trusting  to  the 
compasses,  I  wore  ship,  and  she  having  by 
compass  shifted  twenty-nine  points  in  going 
round,  came  to  north-compass,  at  which  there 
was  now  no  magnetic  error.  The  wind,  being 
a-beam,  must  therefore  have  been  west.  As  we 
stood  on,  the  breeze  gradually  freshened  to  a 
gale  from  n.n.w.,  but  we  obtained  sights,  and 
towards  noon  the  land  was  seen  extending  from 
N.N.W.  to  north.  This  we  knew  must  be  the 
land  somewhere  near  Cape  Fnllerton,  and  as 
but  little  sea  arose,  I  carried  on,  even  although 
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we  dipped  the  waist  bMiiao^s  under^  to  readi  18M. 
a  sheltered  anchorage  brfore  &ight.  Tlie  wuid  Btopi. 
blew  wiltL  such  idoleiioe  as  to  cover  the  sea 
with  one  cbatiniied  foam,  but  we  succeeded 
in  nearing  the  land,  and,  having  at  four  P.M. 
previously  fuiied  all  the  sails,  brought  up  with 
two  bower  anchors  and  seventy  fathoms  chain, 
in  fifteen  fadioms,  at  four  mUes  from  iht  land^ 
off  which  the  heavy  gale  blew  down  to  us. 
Now  it  was  we  felt  the  happiness  of  being 
quietly  at  anchor;  the  ship's  company  had 
been  casting  the  deep  sea  lead  every  hour  in 
deep  water,  and  in  shoal,  every  quarter,  for 
six  days  and  nights,  which  had  kept  them  con- 
stantly wet  at  a  temperature  rarely  above  the 
freering  point ;  yet  by  this  labour  alone  had  I 
been  able  to  keep  the  ship  in  safety  during 
the  last  week  of  heavy  gales.  In  the  evening 
I  spliced  the  main  brace,  and  issued  an  extra 
pint  of  water ;  and  the  singing  and  merriment 
which  prevailed  between  decks,  plainly  evinced 
the  value  my  people  placed  on  an  evening  of 
rest. 

The  8th  was  fine  and  clear,  but  the  gale  very 
strong.  Our  position  by  observation  accorded 
so  well  with  M iddleton's  chart,  that  it  was 
evident  we  had  anchored  between  Whale  Pcwnt, 
and  Cape  FuUerton.  The  wind  having  mode- 
rated towards  evening,  I  was  induced  to  send 
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1694.  two  boats  for  water^  and  Lieutenant  Manico 
Sept.  and  Mr.  Kendall  went  in  them^  the  latter 
gentleman  to  obtain  angles  with  the  theodolite* 
The  flood  tide  was  here  observed  to  come  de- 
cidedly from  the  sonth*west,  as  the  ship  swimg 
to  It  while  the  wind  continued  fresh ;  but  I 
think  it  may,  from  the  trending  of  this  part  df 
;the  coast,  be  rather  an  eddy,  than  the  tme 
tide,  influenced  in  all  probability  by  the  outset 
from  Chesterfield  Inlet,  whence,  Ellis  tells  us 
the  ebb  runs  ten  hours,  while  the  flood  is  only 
two*. 

The  officers  on  their  return  at  midnight  with 
a  cargo  of  water,  reported  that  the  whole  of 
the  coast  on  which  they  had  landed,  was  of  the 
most  barren  description,  of  rugged,  red,  and 
gray  granite  rocks,  with  the  strata  running  in 
a  north-west  direction.  Several  small  rocky 
islets  were  scattered  along  the  shore,  and  salt^ 
as  well  as  fresh-water  lakes,  extended  to  a  con- 
siderable distance  inland.  No  traces  of  natives 
were  observable.  Five  deer  were  seen,  with  a 
quantity  of  ducks  in  a  moulting  state.  The 
boats  were  left  by  the  tide  half  a  mile  up  the 

*  The  rise  and  fall  was  found  by  the  leads  to  be  twenty- 
three  feet. 

High  water,  full  and  change,  four  o'clock. 
Velocity  of  the  tide,  one  mile. 
Direction  of  ebb,  w.s.w.    Direction  of  flood,  jb.n.?. 
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cks»  whence  it  required  great  labour  to  carry  1804. 
em  to  the  water^  in  consequence  of  the  rng- 
d  state  of  the  coast.  At  thirty  minutes  after 
IT,  A.M.,  on  the  9tii,  we  weighed^  and  ran 
)ng  the  land  which  trended  e.n.e.  At  forty 
iiutes  after  eight,  we  arrived  abreast  of  the 
istem  Point,  seen  from  our  anchorage,  at 
ur  miles  from  which  the  soundings  were 
ry  irregular,  vai'ying  suddenly  between 
enty  and  nine  fathoms,  and  often  being  two 

three  fathoms  deeper  on  one  side  of  the 
ip  than  on  the  other.  Rounding  this  uncer- 
n  place,  the  land  stretched  away  north-east 
a  cape  about  six  miles  off,  near  which  was  a 
lall  rocky  isle,  surrounded  with  numerous 
Dgerous  shoals,  awash  with  the  water, 
'hile  abreast  of  these,  and  four  miles  distant^ 
3  water  shoaled  in  two  casts  of  the  lead 
»m  twentyfive  to  seven  and  a  half  fathoms ; 
i  we  therefore  hauled  to  the  eastward,  when 
dng  given  the  land  a  wide  birth,  and  deep-> 
^  our  water  to  twenty  fathoms,  we  hauled 

N.b.E.  for  a  distant  point,  ^^  Cape  Dobbs  ?** 
*^  Cape  Fry  ?"  but  at  one  P.M.,  from  having 
»8t  of  twenty-five  fathoms,  and  in  the  next 
ly  twelve,  I  was  again  obhged  to  steer  east ; 
d^  the  breeze  having  freshened  to  a  southerly 
le^  to  close  reef  the  topsails*     The  weather 
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now  became  tfaidk  with  rain,  and  a  heavy  ie 
quickly  arose.  The  soandings  increased  nnti 
three  P.M.,  from  twenty  to  thirty-one  fi&tlioiiM 
A  few  whales  were  seen  in  the  afternoon,  aii 
it  is  remarkable  that  this  should  be  the  fin 
time  of  meeting  with  them,  and  also  tiiat  w 
should  not  have  seen  either  a  narwhal  or  ^ 
bear,  although  we  had  passed  through  so  grei 
a  quantity  of  ice  in  Hudson's  Strait.  Havitt. 
hauled  up  to  north-east  at  four  P.M.,  aa 
while  running  five  knots  before  a  heavy  sei 
Mr.  Harding  saw  a  white  space  on  the  waiei 
having  all  the  appearance  of  a  sandy  shoi^ 
he  instantly  kept  away,  and  running  on  deck 
saw  it  within  half  a  cable's  length  of  our  quai 
ter,  while  at  the  same  moment  a  cast  of  ti 
lead  gave  no  bottom  with  forty  fathoms.  A 
appearance,  as  of  a  line  of  breakers,  was  als 
seen  close  a-head,  and  some  of  the  people  o 
the  forecastle  declared  they  saw  the  land  ht 
yond  them.  We  wore,  and  stood  off  on  th 
starboard  tack ;  and  now  having  no  weathf 
shore  to  afford  us  either  shelter  or  anchoragi 
we  found  ourselves  obliged  to  continue  unde 
sail  all  night,  in  this  narrow  and  extremely  dai 
gerous  channel,  to  the  great  anxiety  of  a 
hands,  and  sad  fatigue  of  the  men,  who  wer 
employed  unceasingly  with  deep  sea  and  ban 
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mAn^  at  a  temperalxire  of  28^«     Rala  feli 
cavily  with  the  gale,  and  oar  prospects  were    Sift^ 
wmt  fmpromising,  when  at  ten  P.M.  a  low  red 

^'visilMi'i^the  westward.    It  slowly 
r  s»«iBHiaiii  the  whole  of  the  black 
«gift«A  rearik  from  onr  heads ;  a  blue 
li  AMil^mml  akf  in  the  west>  soon  dis« 
ivered  a  few  stars  shining,  and  in   half  an 
war  the  gloom  which  had  shadowed  ns,  fell 
be  a  dark  cnrtain  to  the  eastward :  as  it  sank, 
le  foil  moon  bnrst  forth  from  behind  it  with 
le  greatest  brilliancy,  and  in  less  than  an  hour 
x>m  the  firat  welccMne  appearance  of  the  fiery 
Break  on  the  faorizoii,  not  an  angry  dond  was 
t>  be  seen.   A  magnificent  aorora,  composed  of 
Ul  the  prtsmatiq  oolonrs,  flashed  wildly  and 
eantifhlly  for  a  short  period,  and,  as  we  ex- 
acted, a  heavy  north-west  gale  socceeded  to 
bat  from  the  southward.    The  sea,  howeyer, 
idl>  and  we  saw  distant  land  in  the  west 
rhronghout  the  night  we  worked  in  the  centre 
if  the  ^'Welcome,"  guided  by  our  leads,  and 
acfver  having  less  than  diirty  or  above  fifty 
fathoms.     Our  people  suffered  a  great  deal  by 
this  most  requisite  labour,  and  the  hands  of 
Bumy  were  in  so  very  sore  a  state,  that  I  caused 
canvass  mittens  to  be  made  for  the  use  of  the 
If  atch  ask  deck ;  bat  on  this,  as  on  all  other 
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occasions,  their  cheerful  alacrity  and  good-lw 
mour  was  above  all  praise. 

The  wind  had  rather  decreased  at  dayligtit 
on  the  lOtb,  and  it  was  fiMmd  fay  die  beani| 
of  a  remarkable  hammock,  that  we  had  tol 
no  ground  daring  the  night.  Aa  fke  weat^ 
moderated,  we  made  sail  K.w.b.H.,  bnt  ife  ■ 
easy  sea  prevented  onr  keeping  head  way.  i 
whale  was  seen  io  the  forenoon.  At  dire 
F.M.  the  land  of  some  part  of  Sonthamptoi 
possibly  the  moantaina  on  its  eastern  shon 
was  visible  to  the  north-east,  from  aloft,  whil 
at  the  same  time  the  apparent  tenninaticm  ( 
the  American  coast  at  Cape  Dobbs,  was  nortt 
aboat  thirty  miles. 

A  dry  day  enabled  ns  to  pnt  the  peo{iIe' 
clothes  in  order  again,  yet,  snch  had  been  on 
ill  success  in  weather,  that  the  rising  of  adod 
or  the  slightest  increase  of  wind,  led  ns  to  fia 
the  coming  of  a  gale;  in  fact,  every  breeze fb 
eleven  days  past  had  freshened  to  one  be 
fore  it  went  down,  and  the  change  of  wini 
which  succeeded  rarely  continued  for  abon 
three  hours,  bnt  it  blew  a  gale  also. 

Onr  barometer  had  indicated  every  alten 
tion  in  the  weather  with  the  greatest  precisioi 
and  never  was  a  weather  glass  more  frequend; 
or  more  anxiously  consulted,  than  was  that  t 
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be  Griper.    Lying  nortb-east  during  the  after-    18M. 
iMion^  we  slowly  neared  the  Southampton  shore^    ^^ai^ 
KDid  at  eight  P.M.  the  wind  having  freshened 
S^onsiderably  from  n.n.w.  tacked  and  stood  o£f 
■gain.     We  had  at  this  time  fifty  fathoms,— • 
■pnelve  miles  from  the  shore^  and  I  determined 
standing  off  under  easy  sail  for  the  night> 
it  lying  west  (true)  directly  off  the  land,  we 
tn  to  shoal  gradually,  and  at  one  A.M.  on 
iQie  11th,  had  only  thirty-nine  fathoms.     We 
ijOi  consequence  stood /or  the  shore,  and  again 
^epened  to  fifty.     The  night  was  cloudy  and" 
^he  temperature  28^,  but  the  moon  was  occa- 
sionally seen,  and  was  of  great  assistance,  the 
compasses  having  again  changed  their  errors. 
«   Such  indeed  was  the  uncertain  dependence 
which  could  be  placed  on  the  compasses,  that 
they  were  but  seldom  used,  and  we  depended 
entirely  on  celestial  bearings,  whenever  they 
GOuld  be  obtained.     For  this  purpose  a  board 
liad  been  some  time  since  constructed,  having 
a  moveable  tin  compass  on  its  centre,  round 
which  were  marked  the  hours  of  the  day. 

The  south  point  of  this  compass  was  di- 
rected to  the  hour  at  which  the  body  seen 
would  come  to  the  meridian,  and  by  pointing 
the  hour  at  which  it  was  observed  towards  it, 
the  ship's  course  at  the  moment  was  easily 
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■    ucertdoed.  This  aimple  method,  boweTer,nb>! 

'  jected  as  to  great  anxiety  and  inc<mTenieDce,il 
the  weather  sometiraefl  continued  thif^  for  CM 
or  three  days  and  nights,  and  it  was  then  top*' 
aibleto  ran  in  any  direction.  Yc!t,bythi««» 
triTanee  alone  were  we  obUged  ta  cteer  fti 
above  six  weeks. 

The  forenoon  of  this  day  was  cloudy,  aodil 
noon  we  stood  into  thirty-three  firthoms  S 
about  eight  miles  from  the  ahore  of  Soodr 
ampton,  whicli  is  here  consideraldy  higher 
with  a  gradnal  ascent,  than  any  oilier  part  4 
it  we  had  yet  been  off.  The  wind  being  scant, 
and  the  ebb  in  onr  favour,  we  ag«n  stood  M 
for  an  offing,  bnt  soon  after  noon,  on  the  wea- 
ther falKng  calm,  and  finding  we  neared  Ac 
shore,  1  bronght  np  in  thirty-three  fktkemi, 
with  the  stream  at  five  miles  from  the  beadh 
The  American  shore  was  at  tbi?  time  viaiUi 
from  the  mast-head  at  abont  thirty  milea  <fe- 
tant,  and  extending  from  north-west  to  trjf.w. 
with  a  broad  apparent  opening,  probidtly  the 
entrance  of  the  "  Wager  River,"  between  it! 
extreme  points. 

I  sent  Messrs.  Manico  and  KendaD  in  two 
boats  for  water,  and  to  make  observations,  and 
while  awaiting  their  retnm,  we  fonnd  ibe^fiodd- 
tide  setting  to  the  southward  half  a  knot  an 
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oor^  but  the  bottom  was  too  ifregnlar  to  ^^sgk 
ikyvr  of  our  accurately  madking  its  rise.  A  ^^* 
ght  breeze  sprang  up  from  the  eastward  as 
i€  boats  came  on  board  in  the  evening,  and  I 
adeavoured  to  beat  nearer  to  the  shore  and 
ocfaor  for  the  night,  but  the  wind  was  too 
;ant,  and  the  tide  prevented  as.  The  officers 
qported  to  me  that  they  had  found  the  sotind- 
igs  to  decrease  with  great  regularity  as  they 
pproached  the  shore,  and  when  at  a  mile  from 
:,  they  had  fourteen  fathoms,  carrying  it  into 
wo  fathoms  at  landing. 

The  beach  was  of  shingle  lime-stone,  thrown 
p  into  long  ridges  by  the  action  of  the  sea, 
nd  it  trended  n.n.w.,  and  s.s.e.,  with  many 
tnatt  points  projecting  about  half  a  mile  from 
:,  and  forming  shallow  little  bays.  The 
owitry  inland  presented  a  fine  level  appear^ 
Dce  for  several  miles,  when  the  land  rose 
pmdually  into  moderately  high  hills.  ITie 
dain  was  rich  in  the  usual  Arctic  plants,  but 
he  flowers  had  all  withered.  Fresh  water 
akes  were  very  numerous,  and  covered  with 
ee  two  inches  in  thickness,  which  accounted  for 
i  daazlnig  refracted  glare  which  had  been  ob* 
MTved  over  the  shore  all  day.  Five  deer  were 
leen,  and  fourteen  eider  and  pintail  ducks,  in  a 
aooulting  state,  were  killed.     The  vertebrae  of 
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18M.  a  whale^  and  the  bones  of  other  animals^  wei« 
Sept.  lying  scattered  on  the  beach  near  a  long  for- 
saken winter  hnt,  and  Mr.  Kendall  fonnd  t 
grave  in  which  a  body^  apparently  disinterred 
by  some  animal,  was  lying  with  the  head  to 
the  north-west.  Near  the  hnt  were  a  quantity 
of  stones  ranged  in  pairs  and  forming  a  huge 
semi-circle,  a  short  stone  supporting  a  kmg 
one^  thus. 


The  tide  was  observed  to  flow  rapidly  between 
two  and  three  P.M.^  quickly  filling  all  the 
little  bays,  and  the  high  water-marks  on  the 
beach  indicated  a  rise  of  twenty-three  feet. 

The  night  being  very  fine,  I  determined  on 
running  slowly  at  five  or  six  miles'  distance 
from  the  shore,  which  appeared  to  trend  N.b.w., 
and  to  be  guided  by  the  regularity  of  the 
soundings,  which  at  midnight  had  increased 
from  thirty-three  to  forty  fathoms.  We  had 
steered  up  to  this  period  by  the  moon  and 
pole-star. 

A.M.  of  the  12th,  we  gradually  began  shoal- 
ing to  thirty-two,  thirty,  twenty-six,  and  at  four 
A.M.  tg  twenty-two  fathoms ;  when  fancying  we 
M  ere  near  some  part  of  Southampton  Island, 
which  we  had  not  yet  seen,  I  kept  away  a  couple 
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points^  but  at  thirty  minutes  after  four,  saw     iSM. 

steep^  rocky,  and  broken  land,  with  many  rug-    Sept. 

ged  islets  o£f  it,  on  our  larboard  bow,  to  which 

we  must  have  been  swept  by  5ome  very  rapid  , 

current  or  indraft ;    from  its  appearance^  as 

it  was  not  continuous  to  the  southward,  but 

trended  away  westerly,  I  am  led  to  suppose  it  * 

to  have  been  Cape  Montague,  which  is  said  to 

bound  the  northern  entrance  to  the  "  Wagen?  » 

As  the  breeze  freshened  at  daylight  from  ^ 

the  north-east,  and  we  were  onlv  in  seventeen 

fathoms,  rocky  bottom  at  four  miles  from  the 

islands,  I  tacked  at  five,  and  made  all  the  sail 

we  could  carry,  to  work  out  of  the  indittft. 

We  got  but  slowly  ofl^  for  being  so  much  below 

her  bearings,  the  ship  would  not  stand  up  under 

much  sail,  and  towards  noon  saw  Southampton 

Island  to  the  eastward  about  eighteen  miles. 

I  was^  for  a  time,  in  hopes  of  getting  under  its    : 

lee,  but  the  wind  soon  increased  to  a  gale  with 

cutting  showers  of  sleet,  and  a  sea  began  to 

arise.   At  such  a  moment  as  this>  we  had  fresh 

cause  to  deplore  the  extreme  dulness  of  the   ' 

Griper's  sailing,  for .  though  almost  any  other 

vessel  would  have  worked  off  this  lee  shore^ 

we  made  little  or  no  progress  on  a  wind,  but 

remained  actually  pitching  forecastle  under, 

with  scarcely  steerage  way,  to  preserve  which 

H 
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iMi.    I  was  ultimately  obliged  to  keep  her  aeuly 
••!*•    two  points  off  the  wind.    We,  however^  per- 
severed in  onr  endeavours  to  make  easting 
nnder  foresail   and  dose-^reefed  main^topsail) 
Imt  at  thirty  minutes  after  one^  P.M«,  with  our 
head  n.n.w.,  we  qaickly  shoaled  from  thirty 
to  twenty  fathoms^  and  as  we  conld  not  see  a 
qnarter  of  a  mile  ronnd  ns^  in  consequence  of 
the  heavy  snow,  I  tnmed  the  hands  up  to  be  in 
readiness  for  wearing ;  but  the  next  cast  gave 
ten,  and  I  therefore  luffed  the  ship  to,  and  let 
go  both  bower  anchors,  which  brought  bcr  up 
with  seventy  and  eighty  &thoms.   I  then  let  go 
the  sheet  anchor  under  foot.  Frmn  the  time  of 
striking  low  soundings  until  this  was  done,  the 
sailsfurled,and  lower  yards  and  topmasts  struck^ 
half  an  hour  had  not  elapsed.     In  this  sad  di- 
lemma, I  would  have  endeavoured  to  wear  the 
ship, although  I  knew  not  from  the  thickness  of 
the  weather,  how  close  we  might  be  to  the  rocks, 
but  this  manoeuvre  was  unfortnnately  the  most 
difficult  for  her  to  perform,  and  from  her  great 
depth  in  the  water,  she  had  on  many  occasions 
in  strong  gales,  been  a  quarter  of  an  hour  in 
getting  before  the  wind  ;  but  one  alternative 
therefore  remained,  and  valuable  as  our  an- 
chors were  to  us,  and  badly  as  the  ship  rode,  I 
was  obliged  to  attempt  to  bring  her  up.      We 
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fotind  that  tb6  aUchori  b%Uf  althdtigfa  th^  ship  IMl 
waa  di|>pii)g  bowsprit  ftnd  forecafitle  nnder^  and  Hv^ 
takmg  green  s^aft  cfter  all.  These  soon  wetted 
crery  one  thoronghly,  and  the  lower  deck  was 
flooded  before  we  could  batten  down  the 
hatches.  Thick  felling  sleet  entered  th^ 
decks  to  some  inches  in  depths  and  with  all 
the  spray^  froise  as  it  fell. 

We  now  perceived  that  the  tide  was  setting 
past  lis  from  the  north-east  at  the  rate  of  two 
knots  on  the  smface,  but  by  its  action  on  the 
lead-line,  and  even  the  deep  sea  lead  which  it 
swept  from  the  bottom^  it  was  nmning  at  a,  fat 
more  rapid  rate  beneath.  This,  in  addition  to 
the  heavy  set  of  the  sea,  strained  the  ship  yerf 
mnch,  and  the  bitts  and  windlass  complained  a 
great  deal ;  the  hands,  therefore,  remained  on 
deck  in  readiness  for  all  emergencies.  To  add 
crtill  farther  to  onr  anxiety,  two  or  three  streama 
of  ice,  having  some  very  deep  solid  pieces! 
amongst  them,  were  seen  driving  down  to  ns 
in  the  evening,  and  threatened  the  loss  of  onr 
bowsprit,  which  at  every  pitch  dipped  qnite 
nnder  water,  bnt  it  only  fell  on  light  pieces^ 
dnd  all  the  damage  we  sustained,  waa  the  loss 
of  the  bobstays,  and  larboard  iron  bumpkin. 
The  tide  i^eared  to  slack  at  six  P.M.,  at 
which  time  we  had  thirteen  fathoms  and  a  balfi 
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iftM*  and  the  ship  rode  somewhat  more. easily  at  her 
^^:  anchors.  At  midnight  it  was  low  water,  eight 
fathoms  and  a  half^  shewing  a  rise  and  fall  of 
thirty  feet.  The  night  was  piercingly  cold^ 
and  the  sea  continued  to  wash  fore  and  aft  the 
decks,  while  constant  snow.  fell.  As  the  lower 
deck  was  afloat,  our  people  and  all  their  ham- 
mocks thoroughly  soaked,  no  rest  could  be. 
obtained. 

Never  shall  I  forget  the  dreariness  of  this 

most  anxious  night.  .  Onr  ship  pitched  at  such 
a  rate,  that  it  was  not  possible  to  stand: even 
below,  while  on  deck  we  were  unable  to  move 
without  holding  by  ropes  which  were  stretched 
from  side  to  side.  The  drift  snow  flew  in 
such  sharp  heavy  flakes,  that  we  could  not 
look  to  windward,  and  it  froze  on  deck  to 
above  a  foot  in  depth.  The  sea  made  inces- 
sant breaches  quite  fore  and  aft  the  ship,  and 
the  temporary  warmth  it  gave  while  it  washed 
over  us,  was  most  painfully  checked  by  its  al- 
most immediately  freezing  on  our  clothes.  To 
these  discomforts  were  added  the  horrible  un-. 
certainty  as  to  whether  the  cables  would  hold 
until  day -light,  and  the  conviction  also  that  if 
they  failed  us,  we  should  instantly  be  dashed 
to  pieces  ;  the  wind  blowing  directly  to  the 
quarter  in  which  we  knew  the  shore  must  lie. 
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Again,  should  they  continue  to  hold  us,  we    1S84. 
feared  by  the  ship's  complaining  so  much  for-    Sept 
ward,  that  the  bitts  would  be  torn  up,  or  that 
she  would  settle  down  at  her  anchors,  over- 
powered   by    some  of  the  tremendous  seas 
which  burst  over  her. 

During  the  whole  of  this  time,  streams  of 
heavy  ice  continued  to  drive  down  upon  us, 
any  of  which,  had  it  hung  for  a  moment  against 
the  cables,  would  have  broken  them,  and  at  the 
same  time  have  allowed  the  bowsprit  to  pitch 
on  it  and  be  destroyed.  The  masts  would 
have  followed  this,  for  we  were  all  so  ex- 
hausted, and  the  ship  was  so  coated  with  ice,* 
that  nothing  could  have  been  done  to  save 
them. 

We  all  lay  down  at  times  during  the  night, 
for  to  have  remained  constantiy  on  deck 
would  have  quite  overpowered  us ;  I  constantly 
went  up,  and  shall  never  forget  the  desolate 
picture  which  was  always  before  ine. 

The  hurricane  blew  with  such  violence  as 
to  be  perfectiy  deafening ;  and  the  heavy  wash' 
of  the  sea  made  it  difficult  to  reach  the  main- 
mast, where  the  officer  of  the  watch  and  his 
people  sat  shivering,  completely  cased  in  frozen 
snow/  under  a  small  tarpaulin,  before  which 
ropes  were  stretched  to  preserve  them  in  tiieir 
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places.     I  never  beheld  a  darker  night,  aod 
Hft.    its  gloom  was  increased  by  the  rays  of  a  small 
horn  lantern  which  was  suspended  from  the 
mizen  stay  to  shew  where  the  people  sat. 

At  dawn  on  the  13th^  thirty  minutes  after 
four,  A.M.,  we   found  that  the  best  bower 
cable  had  parted,  and  as  the  gale  now  blew 
with  terrific  violence,  from  the  north,  there  was 
little  reason  to  expect  that  the  other  anchors 
would  hold  long ;  or  if  they  did,  we  pitched 
so  deeply,  and  lifted  so  great  a  body  of  water 
each  time,  that  it  was  feared  the  windlass  and 
forecastle  would  be  torn  up,  or  she  must  go 
down  at  her  anchors ;  although  the  ports  were 
knocked  out,  and  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
bulwark  cut  away,  she  could  scarcely  discharge 
one  sea  before  shipping  another,  and  the  decks 
were  frequently  flooded  to  an  alarming  depth. 
At  six  A.M.,  all  farther  doubts  on  this  particu- 
lar account  were  at  an  end,  for,  having  received 
two  overwhelming  seas,  both  the  other  cables 
went  at  the  same  moment,  and  we  were  left 
helpless,  without  anchors,  or  any  means    of 
saving  ourselves,  should  the  shore,  as  we  had 
every  reason  to  expect,  be  close  astern.     And 
here  again  I  had  the  happiness  of  witnessing 
the  same  general  tranquillity  as  was  shewn  on 
the  1st  of  September,     There  was  no  outcry 
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that  the  cables  were  gone,  but  my  friend  Mr.  iMf 
Manico,  with  Mr.  Carr  the  gunner^  oaniQ  aft  as  fM« 
soon  as  they  recoyered  their  legs,  and  in  the 
lowest  whisper^  informed  me  that  the  cables 
had  all  parted.  The  ship,  in  trending  to  the 
wind,  lay  quite  down  on  her  broadside^  and  as 
it  then  became  evident  that  nothmg  held  her, 
and  that  she  was  quite  helpless^  each  man  in^ 
stinctively  took  his  station,  while  the  seamen  at 
the  leads^  haying  secured  themselyes  as  well  a^ 
was  in  their  power,  repeated  their  soundingSj  on 
which  our  preservation  depended,  with  as  much 
composure  as  if  we  had  been  entering  a  friendly 
port.  Here  again  that  Almighty  Power  which 
had  before  so  mercifully  preserved  us,  granted 
us  his  protection,  for  it  so  happened  that  it  was 
slackwater  when  we  parted,  the  wind  had  come 
round  to  n.n.w.  (along  the  land,)  and  our  head 
fell  off  to  north-east,  or  seaward ;  we  set  two  try- 
sails, for  the  ship  would  bear  no  more,  and  even 
with  that  lay  her  lee  gunwale  in  the  water.  In 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  we  were  in  seventeen  fa^- 
thoms.  Still  expecting  evqry  moment  to  strike^ 
from  having  no  idea  where  we  had  anchored,  J 
ordered  the  few  remaining  casks  of  the  provi- 
sions received  from  the  Snap,  to  be  hove  over- 
board, for  being  stowed  round  the  capstan  and 
abaft  the  misen«mast,  I  feared  their  fetcbmg 
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1884.  way  should  we  take  the  gronnd.  At  eight  the 
Sept.  fore  trysail  gaff  went  in  the  slings,  but  we 
were  unable  to  lower  it,  on  account  of  the 
amazing  force  of  the  wind,  and  every  rope 
being  encrusted  with  a  thick  coating  of  ice. 
•The'  decks  were  now  so  deeply  covered  with 
frozen  snow  and  freezing  sea-water,  that  it  was 
scarcely  possible,  while  we  lay  over  so  much, 
to  stand  on  them ;  and  all  hands  being  wet 
and  half  frozen,  without  having  had  any  re- 
freshment for  so  many  hours,  our  situation  was 
rendered  miserable  in  the  extreme. 

Standing  with  our  head  to  the  north-east, 
we  deepened  the  water,  bat  increased  the  sea 
and  wind,  which  latter  was  alone  of  sufficient 
strength  to  stave  the  larboard  waist  boat 
against  the  side  of  the  ship,  and  also  to  damage 
that  on  the  quarter  by  the  same  means. 

At  eleven  A.M.  a  wave  filled  and  swept  away 
the  starboard  waist  boat,  from  which  most  pro- 
Tidentially  the  lead's  man  had  just  been  called, 
with  her  davits  and  the  swinging  boom.  At 
noon  a  dim  meridian  altitude  was  obtained,  and 
at  two  P.M.  we  observed  Southampton  Island 
from  N.N.E.  to  E.b.s.,  very  indistinctly,  and  dis- 
tant eighteen  or  twenty  miles,  but  could  see 
nothing  of  the  coast  wre  had  left,  as  it  was  still 
covered  by  dark  clouds  and  snow-storms. 
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In  the  afternoon^  having  well  weighed-  in  my  1894. 
mind  all  the  circumstances  of  onr  distressed  S0pt. 
situation,  I  turned  the  hands  up  and  informed 
them,  that  ^'  having  now  lost  all  opr  bower 
anchors,  and  chains,  and  being  in  consequence 
unable  to  bring  up  in  any  part  of  the  Wel- 
come ;  being  exposed  to  the  sets  of  a  tremen- 
dous tide-way  and  constant  heavy  gales,  one 
of  which  was  now  rapidly  sweeping  us  back 
to  the  southward,  and  being  yet  above  eighty 
miles  from  Repulse  Bay,  with  the  shores  lead- 
ing to  which  we  were  unacquainted;  our 
compasses  useless,  and  it  being  impossible  to 
continue  under  sail  with  any  degree  of  safety 
in  these  dark  twelve-hour  nights,  with  the  too 
often  experienced  certainty  that  the  ship  could 
not  beat  oflF  a  lee-shore  even  in  moderate  wea- 
ther, I  had  determined  on  making  southing, 
to  clear  the  narrows  of  the  Welcome,  after 
which  I  should  decide  on  some  plan  for  our 
ftiture  operations.'' 

I  could  not,  however,  put  my  intention  of 
bearing  up  into  immediate  execution,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  still  continued  gale,  and  the  ina- 
bility of  the  Griper  to  scud  in  any  sea.  We 
therefore  passed  the  night  in  wearing  and 
making  short  boards,  guided  entirely  by  the 
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itM.  ionndiDgs.  The  thermometer  was  itt  34^  bnt 
the  cold  was  exquisitely  painfal  to  men  who 
had  been  constantly  exposed  for  two  days  and 
ni^ts  to  the  wash  of  a  freezing  sea,  without 
any  rest,  or  a  single  warm  meal,  and  soondiogt 
with  hands  nearly  raw,  every  half  hour  wkk 
the  deep  sea  lead,  and  frequently  with  thft 
hand  leads. 

The  morning  of  the    14th  was    fine  but 
cloudy,  and  the  wind,  still  from  north-west* 
had  decreased  to  a  fresh  breeze.      Temp.  36°, 
After  some  hour's  labour  in  breaking  the  ice 
from  the  decks  and  rigging,  we  succeeded  in 
swaying  up  the  lower  yards  and  topmasts,  and 
by  ten  A.M.   set  reefed    courses,  and  close 
reefed  topsails ;  steering  south-west.      It  was 
now  observed  that  the  head  of  the  foremast 
was  much  wning,  and  there  was  every  reason 
to  fear  that  the  bowsprit  was  injured.     As  the 
ship's  company  had  no  bedding  but  what  was 
thoroughly  soaked,  and  in  our  small  between- 
decks  we  could  not  at  this  time  dry  it,  I  or- 
dered all  the  store   blankets  in  the  ship   to 
be  lent  to  them,  two  to  each  man,  until  their 
own  should  be  fit  for  use,  for  I  feared  their 
health  would  suffer,   and  indeed  several  cases 
of  rheumatism  had  already  appeared. 
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(n  the  evening  we  made  the  American  shore,  itM. 
1  knew  from  oar  noon  latitude  and  mn,  ifvt. 
it  we  were  off  Cape  Fnllerton  at  dark. 
We  therefore  kept  the  ship  parallel  with  the 
ire>  at  about  fifteen  miles'  distance,  steering 
ith-west  as  near  as  we  could  judge ;  one  cool- 
is  giving  N.N.W.,  the  other  north-west,  but 
occasional  glimpse  of  the  moon^  and  a 
ilink'*  which  lay  over  the  snow  covered  land, 
re  of  the  greatest  assistance  in  keeping  a 
irse.  We  this  day  bent  the  hempen  cable 
our  stream-anchor^  intending  it  as  a  bower, 
1  to  a  small  kedge  of  four  cwt.  we  bent  the 
eam  cable,  but  both  together  were  too  small 
be  depeode4  on  in  any  weather  but  a  calm. 
Ax  thirty  minutes  after  ten  P.M.  we  sud» 
ily  shoaled  our  water  to  thirty  fathomit 
1  then  keeping  north-east,  to  twenty,  when 
irtening  sail,  I  stood  right  off  the  shore  and 
ne  to  seventeen,  on  which  I  slowly  wore, 
d  steering  our  first  course  south-west,  deep^ 
sd  to  thirty  ;  and  by  four  A.M.  of  the  15th, 
forty-nine  fathoms ;  not,  however,  without 
fing  been  under  great  anxiety,  as  our  tw« 
le  anchors  were  quite  inadequate  to  hold  us, 
it  had  been  requisite  to  bring  to. 
At  day-light  we  saw  the  land  to  the  w^st^ 
ird  at  about  eighteen  mileVj  apd  made  all 
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I  before  said,  in  order  to  clear  the  ''  namnn,'  ' 
in  which  another  gale  woald,  in  our  pron ' 
helpless  state,  have  been  destmction  to  IB.    T 

It  was  now  but  too  evident  that  we  conU  al 
longer  expect  to  pass  up  the  Welcome,  or  il-l 
.deed  to  approach  any  coast  on  which  dMi 
was  a  probability  of  oor  requiring  to  andun 
more  particularly  as  the  shores  we  had  hidstf* 
to  seen,  had  not  a  single  bay  or  indentatioBi 
them,  mnch  less  a  place  of  sufficient  secnri^ 
to  allow  of  our  anchoring  in  it  with  a  stmrn 

The  Wager  alone  is  an  exception  to  this;  fari 
the  influence  of  its  tides,  which,  according  ti 
Middleton,  rnn  five,  and  as  is  asserted  by  £3b 
eight  or  nine  *  knots,  is  felt  for  many  miki 
above  the  entrance,  and  as  the  Griper's  bol 
sailing  never  exceeded  six  knots,  it  is  hanB] 
probable,  even  allowing  she  had  the  ftirM 
wind,  to  suppose  she  could  hold  her  owi 
against  the  tide ;  and  having  no  andiors,  ibi 
was  of  course  nnable  to  approach  the  shores  fa 
the  purpose  of  tiding  it  up.  Douglas*  Harbon 
and  Deer  Sonnd,  are  thirty  and  twenty  league 
up  the  inlet,  and  if  the  gales  in  the  forme 
were  strong  enough  to  drive  the  Califi>nit 
from  her  two  anchors  and  put  her  in:  gres 
*  Pp.  S49,  £50.     London  Edit.  1718. 
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danger  *,  we  could  have  but  litde  chance  of  1884. 
riding  in  safety  with  only  a  stream  anchor.  But  Sq>t* 
eyen  supposing  that  I  had  succeeded  in  finding 
a  wintering  place^  and  being  firmly  frozen  in^ 
the  same  difficulties  must  have  been  again  en- 
countered the  following  year,  and  no  advan- 
tages would  have  been  gained. 

I  had  at  first  an  idea  of  running  for  Fort 
York,  or  Churchill,  but  as  the  shoals  off  these 
places  are  very  dangerous -|-,  and  even  the 
company's  ships  require  pilots,  and  the  advan- 
tage of  particular  tides  to  pass  them  ^^  there 
was  little  reason  to  hope  that  we  could  succeed 
in. doing  so,  as  we  could  not  now  anchor  to 
await  the  favourable  time  of  tide,  or  even 
while  a  boat  should  be  despatched  for  assist- 
ance to  the  factories^  which  are  out  of  sight 
from  the  deck  of  a  ship  when  anchored  off 
^^  The  Flats." 

Marble  Island,  according  to  Middleton  and 
EUis^  is  the  only  spot  along  the  whole  Ame- 
rican .  coast  fi*om  Churchill  upwards,    which 

♦  Ellis,  p.  269.     London  Edit.  1748. 

t  Ibid,  p.  149. 

t  I^  is  &1^  requisite  that  the  channels  should  be 
buoyed  for  the  guidance  of  the  ships,  as  the  sands  shift ; 
and  when  the  season  is  over,  these  buoys  are  always  taken 
up  by  a  vessel  kept  for  the  purpose. 
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itM.  ■fiords  tolerably  good  anchorage ;  bnt  u  i 
iStft  place  in  which  their  shipt  lay  wai  a  raaJMl 
we  had  no  prospect  of  hanging  on  in  it  af 
the  ice  secured  as.  There  is,  however,  mtA 
cellent  harbour  in  the  island,  in  whidi  tkiH 
aels  of  the  tinfortonate  Knight  and  BnM 
were  wrecked,  and  all  hands  perished  b^H 
tnine  in  1719-22*,  bnt  its  entrance  is  dng»! 
ons-f-,  and  according  to  Ellis,  who  ap 
have  surveyed  it,  there  is  a  bar  acroH  jk 
month  on  which  at  tpritig  tides  there  are  oi^ 
thirteen  feet;}! ;  and  as  the  Gripei*  drew  slztM 
feet,  it  was  of  conrse  closed  to  ns. 

With  these  difBcalties  before  me,anil 
to  do  what  was  best  for  the  service ;  caania^ 
ing  that  the  company's  ships  were  Ireqneiidy 
as  late  as  this  period  in  leaving  the  factv* 
ries,  I  decided  on  endeavouring  to  read]  HBi> 
son's  Strait,  and  proceeding  to  En^md,  wtS 
knowing  that  althongh  onr  risk  in  again  pU' 
ing  Southampton  Island  woald  be  Tcry  great 
yet  it  ivas  no  worse  than  searching  for  wintei 
quarters,  and  Mansel  Island  being  once  passed 
we  should  be  in  comparative  safety.  In  order 
however,  to  satisfy  myself  still  farther  in  tbit 

*  Barroir'a  Voyages  to  the  Polar  Regions,  p.  S7t. 

t  Ihid,  p.  S76. 

;  Eltia.     Voyage  of  the  Dobbs  and  California,  p.  I4i. 
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measnr^^  I  addressed  a  letter  to  my  officers^    iit«. 
requesting  their  respective  opinions   on    our    S#|rt. 
situation,  without  stating  my  own :  and  their 
individual  answers  advised^  '^  that  in  conse^ 
qttence  of  our  loss  of  anchors^  &c.>  we  should 
return  to  England  without  delay/* 

I  therefore  hore  up,  after  having  informed  all 
hands  of  my  plans ;  and  thus  were  all  our  present 
hopes  of  discovery  and  reputation  completely 
overthrown ;  our  past  difficulties  of  no  avails 
and  our  only  consolation^  that  to  the  latest 
moment  every  exertion  had  been  made  for 
the  performance  of  the  service  ou  which  we 
had  been  sent.  Individually,  I  felt  most  pain-* 
fully  the  situation  in  which  I  was  placed^  in 
a  ship  but  ill  adapted^  in  her  present  overloaded 
state,  to  navigate  in  ithese  or  any  other  seas^ 
and  my  only  support  was  in  the  hope  that  the 
strictest  investigation  might  be  made  into  the 
conduct  of  myself  and  those  under  my  com** 
mand,  and  that  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty 
would  again  furnish  me  forth^  and  allow  me 
an  opportunity  of  shewing^  that  the  failure  of 
this  expedition  was  not  to  be  attributed  to  any 
want  of  zeal  on  my  part^  or  of  support  from  my 
most  valuable  officers  and  men. 


112  PROGRESS  TOWARDS 

18S4.  After  noon^  on  Wednesday,  September 
Sepi.  15th^  1824^  with  a  sad  hearty  I  bore  up  and 
steered  w.b.N.^  by  compass,  which  I  believed 
to  be  about  sonth^  (true,)  for  there  was  no  son 
to  assist  us^  although  a  '^  blink**  over  the  dis- 
tant snow-covered  land  astern^  afforded  a  mark 
by  which  we  steered  for  a  few  hours.  At 
eight  P.M.^  having  run  twenty-five  miles^  and 
not  daring  to  trust  to  the  compasses,  I  hove 
to^  and  our  soundings,  as  we  drifted^  increased 
gradually  to  seventy  fathoms^  on  the  morning 
of  the  16th^  when  the  moon  was  seen  at  times^ 
and  by  her  we  bore  up  and  steered  s.s.E.  In  the 
space  of  half  an  hour  all  three  compasses  took 
a  sudden  turn  from  west  to  east^  and^  as  they 
coiltinued  steady,  I  was  led  to  suppose  they  had 
resumed  their  errors  as  shewn  on  the  Sthi  and 
6th*,  when  we  were  not  far  from  our  present 
situation.  By  the  sun  at  eight  A.M.  this  was 
most  accurately  confirmed,  but  while  running 
during  the  forenoon,  the  compasses  again  be- 
came unsteady,  A  light  breeze  springing  up 
in  the  afternoon,  from  s.b.E.  (true,)  gave  our 
head  E.b.s.   (true,)   yet  the   three   compasses 

agreed  in  shewing  a  variation  of  three  points 
and  a  half  easterly  on  this  course. 

Our  nm  at  noon  having  given  us  one  hun- 

*  Vide  Appendix. 


HUDSON'S  BAY.  1 13 

dred  and  thirty-four  miles^  which    was    far     1884. 
greater  than  our  dead  reckonings  established     Sept. 
the  existence  of  a  very  strong  current,  and  led 
me  to  suppose  that  the  flood-tide  from  the 
northward  in  the  Welcome,  continues  much 
longer  than  the  ebb. 

Small  snow  fell,  but  the  weather  continued 
moderate.  The  quiet  of  the  past  night  in  deep 
water,  and  constant  fires  for  drying  clothes, 
&c.,  shewed  their  united  good  effects  upon  our 
people  on  this  day,  for,  with  one  or  two  ex- 
ceptions, all  were  refreshed  and  well.  Our 
larboard  boat  was  hoisted  in,  and  the  car- 
penters repaired  her  broadside,  which  had 
been  stove  on  the  ISth,  before  dark.  A  mo- 
derate breeze  continued  to  blow,  as  we  sup- 
posed, from  the  southward.  Our  head  all  the 
afternoon  was  north-east,  which  by  using  the 
corrections  of  the  6th,  would  give  a  south-east 
course.  We,  however,  had  nothing  to  confirm 
this,  and  therefore  kept  two  leads  going  all 
night,  during  which  we  continued  to  run,  as  no 
time  was  now  to  be  lost  in  making  southing. 

During  the  first  watch  we  steered  north-east 
twelve  miles,  which,  with  our  supposed  devia- 
tion, would  give  east,  or  E.b.s.  (true,)  and  at 
midnight  tacked  in  eighty-six  fathoms.  The 
wind,  which  was  still   believed  to  be   s.s.e., 
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1SS4     remained  light,  and  small  snow  fell  occasionally. 

Sept.  Xhe  compasses  in  going  about,  gave  our  bead 
?J.N.w.,  (supposed  to  be  south-west,  pme  J  )  on 
which  course  we  made  two  miles^  when  at  one 
AM.  on  the  1 7th,  all  the  cards  ran  ronndj^nd 
would  afterwards  remain  at  no  fixed  point.  I 
was  therefore  obliged  to  heaye  tOj  imlil  we 
should  see  the  moon,  which  at  three  AM-  9f^ 
peared,  her  true  bearing  being  thcQ  fi«£.b,& ; 
and  steering  by  her  s.w.b.s.,  we  now  £9iuid 
that  the  wind  was  west.  At  four  A-M*  we 
had  eigfaty*seven  fathoms.  I  qsLtmat  hut  be 
aware  that  these  compass  and  celestial  bearings 
which  are  so  often  repeated,  must  &tigne  many 
of  my  readers,  and  render  the  narratlFe  of  a 
very  dull  voyage  doubly  tedious,  but  I  dwell 
on  them  particularly  as  being  facts  which  uo 
materially  interested  us  at  the  moment^  and  by 
attention  to  which,  a  ship  in  such  a  situation 
as  ours,  could  alone  be  navigated  in  safety. 

Having  ran  from  three  to  seven  A.M.,  about 
eleven  miles  s.E.b.s,  the  water  was  observed  to 
have  changed  to  a  very  light  colour,  and  our 
soundings  had  decreased  to  forty-three  fa- 
thoms. From  the  mast-head  I  saw  low  land, 
distant  and  indistinctly  to  the  eastward,  and 
bearing  from  E.b.N.  to  E.b.s.,  and  therefore 
hauled  off  to  the  southward  by  the  sun's  bear- 
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ing.     There  can  be  no  donbt  tiiat  tbe  load    UM^ 
now  seen  was  an  island^  which  I  o^med  after    S^ 
Mr.  Tom^  in  whose  watch  it  was  first  dis- 
covered,  and  that  as  our  track  from  Cape 
Southampton  to  the  Bay  of  God's  Mercy  on 
the  31st  August,  lay  thirty  miles  to  the  east- 
ward, we    must   have  been  actually  passing 
within  it  at  the  time  when  our  soundings  de- 
creased to  nineteen  fathoms,  and  it  was  most 
fortunate  that  on  then  shoaling  the  water  we 
bad  not  kq)t  away  to  the  westward,  which 
must  in  that  case  have  ran  us  directly  upon  it 
During  the  forenoon   we  passed  a  great 
quantitjr  of  tangle-weed,  and  soma  which  wa3 
picked  up   had  quantities  of  small   bivalve 
shells  attached  to  the  blades  and  leaves*     The 
stalk  of  one  piece  which  we  measured,  was 
eighteen  feet  in  length,  and  the  leaf,  although 
a  portion  had  been  torn  from  its  point,  twelve 
feet  m  inches,  making  a  total  of  thirty  feet  six 
inches.     It  would  appear  that  at  this  time  the 
stream  was  setting  to  the  westward,  as  all  the 
blades  were  floating  in  that  direction,     Be^ 
peated  observations  had  now  enabled  us  to  judge 
with  tolerable  precision,  of  the  set  of  the  tides^ 
by  the  way  in  which  the  tangle-weed  floated 
in  the  water ;  the  broad  flat  blade  acting  on  the 

I  2 
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ISM.    same  principle  as  the  vane  of  a  weather-cock^ 
^^'    and  being  thus  influenced. 


Towards  noon^  light  snow  began  fallings  and 
continued  for  three  or  four  hours,  yet  we  ob- 
tained a  meridian  altitude  and  sights,  and  the 
weather  was  calm  until  three  P.M.,  when  a  light 
breeze  sprang  up  from  n.n.e.,  but  soon  veered 
to  N.N. w.  The  soundings  at  noon  were  ei^ty, 
but  they  gradually  decreased  until  nine  P.M. 
to  forty  fathoms^  although  we  had  steered 
south-west  about  eleven  miles ;  at  thirty  mi- 
nutes after  nine  we  had  forty-eight  fathoms. 
We  had  hitherto  kept  south-west,  in  order  to 
deepen  the  soundings,  as,  from  the  recent  dis- 
covery of  "  Tom's  Island"  and  the  shoalness 
of  the  water  while  seventy  miles  from  any 
known  land,  there  was  reason  to  fear  we 
might  meet  with  other  low  islands.  We 
now  kept  s.s.w.  until  midnight,  with  the  wind 
from  the  northward,  but  finding  that  we  had 
not  yet  above  forty-four  fathoms,  it  was  to  be 
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feared  that  we  were  still  on  a  bank^  so  hauling  IBM. 
up  west^  under  easy  sail,  we  again  deepened  to  ^^ 
fifty-eight  fathoms.  It  is  remarkable  that  our 
soundings  should  have  continued  so  low  while 
standing  from  the  shore,  but  this  may  in  some 
measure  be  accounted  for,  by  our  having  as- 
certained beyond  a  doubt,  that  there  was  here 
a  strong  and  constant  easterly  set*^  which,  as 
the  ship  had  but  little  way,  must  have  kept 
h^r  nearly  stationary.  Hence  it  may  be  af- 
firmed, that  what  has  hitherto  been  called 
Southampton  Island,  is  in  fact  a  group  of  low, 
shoal,  and  extremely  dangerous  isles,  between 
which,  possibly  through  *^  Evans*  Inlet,**  the 
strong  cmTent  set  from  Sir  Thos.  Roe's  Wel- 
come into  Hudson's  Strait ;  a  momentary 
glimce,  however,  at  the  formation  and  position 
of  the  lands  on  the  chart,  will  more  fully  ex- 
plain this  than  I  can  do  by  description. 

At  four  A.M.  on  the  18th,  with  the  wind 
from  the  northward,  we  steered'  south-east  by 
the  moon,   and  had  an  excellent  run.     Our 

•  During  an  interval  of  dead  calm,  with  the  deep  sea 
lead  at  the  bottom  in  forty-five  fathoms,  the  ship  was 
foand  to  drive  due  east  above  a  knot  an  hour. 

Vide  also  August  31,  for  an  account  of  our  setting  in 
the  evening  towards  a  point  of  land  near  our  present 
situation. 
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1M4.  noon  positioti  again  gave  a  remarkable  pr&of 
S«pt.  of  the  strength  of  the  easterly  set,  as  the  lati- 
tndes  by  observation  and  dead  reckoning  were 
the  same,  but  the  observed  longitude  wta 
twenty-eight  miles  to  the  eastward  of  that  by 
Account,  thence  shewing  a  constant  set  of  above 
one  knot  an  hour. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  magnetic  error  of  the 
Compasses  was  found  to  have  decreased  very 
considerably*.  Small  snow  fell  occasionally 
thronghont  the  day,  and  one  very  fresh  squall 
obliged  us  suddenly  to  shorten  sail ;  bn^  the 
weather  quickly  moderating,  it  was  set  again. 
Although  the  clouds,  during  the  past  week^ 
had  began  to  assume  their  hard  wintry  forms 
and  colours,  the  temperature  continued  compa- 
ratively moderate.  Very  little  weed  was  seen 
on  this  day,  a  happy  proof  of  our  being  clear 
of  the  banks  which  had  so  long  perplexed  and 
alarmed  us;  and  the  sea  had  re-assumed  its 
darker  hue,  to  which  we  had  so  long  been  un- 
accustomed. 

Running  till  ten  P.M.,  wc  lay  to  for  the  night, 
as  I  had  reason  to  suppose  we  were  to  the 
southward  of  Cape  Southampton,  and  was  more 
particularly  confirmed  in  this  opinion  from  the 

*  See  Appendix. 


HUDSON'd  BAT.  1 19 

compaases  having  all  again  become  restless.  1884. 
This  agitation  haying  frequently  been  observed  SepL 
on  other  nights,  between  the  honrs  of  nine  and 
eleven,  had  always  been  the  canse  of  great  anx- 
iety to  me,  while  endeavonring  to  steer  a  conrse 
after  dark,  nnless  the  moon  or  stars  were  clearly 
visible  ;  and  it  is  well  worthy  of  consideration, 
whether  this  wildness  of  motion  in  the  com- 
passes is  at  all  cansed  by  the  absence  of  the  snn, 
or  is  in  any  way  occasioned  by  the  presence  of 
the  Aurora,  which  phenomenon  was  rarely  seen 
earlier  than  nine  P.M.,  and  the  time  when  it  was 
most  vivid  was  generally  at  about  ten.  At  this 
hour,  on  one  occasion,  Mr.  Kendall  observed, 
that  during  the  prevalence  of  an  unusually 
brilliant  Aurora,  the  larboard  binnacle  compass 
would  remain  stationary  at  no  particular  point, 
while  the  jstarboard  one,  by  a  bearing  of  the 
Pole-star,  had  lessened  its  accustomed  error 
two  points.  By  a  bearing  of  the  sun  on  the 
following  morning,  it  was  found  to  have  re- 
assumed  its  original  position. 

At  daylight  on  the  19th  all  sail  was  made  to 
the  north-east,  (compass)  expecting  that  the 
magnetic  error  of  the  preceding  day  would  still 
be  applicable,  and  that  we  should  make  an 
east  course ;  but  a  glimpse  of  the  sun  at  eight 
A.M.,  saved  us  from  much  danger,  by  shewing 
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isdi.  that  north-east,  (compass)  was  in  fact  north-east 
Sept  true,  and  that  there  was  now  no  magnetic  error 
on  that  bearing.  At  nine  A.M.,  therefore^  we 
were  constrained  to  heave  to,  absohitely  from 
not  knowing  how  to  steer,  and  in  the  fore- 
noon the  opportune  appearance  of  the  sun 
enabled  me  to  discover  new  errors.  From 
this  circumstance,  I  began  to  entertain  hopes 
that  the  compasses  were  gradually  recover- 
ing themselves,  but  as  the  sun  was  very  soon 
hidden  again,  we  ran  forward  in  doubt,  as, 
should  the  compasses  so  far  regain  their  pola- 
rity as  only  to  require  correction  for  the  regu- 
lar variations,  without  our  being  aware  of  it  at 
the  moment,  we  should  carry  the  ship  directly 
for  the  shoals,  while  imagining  that  we  were 
running  some  points  clear  of  them.  This  oc- 
casioned me  considerable  anxiety,  which  would 
have  been  not  a  little  increased  by  the  time  we 
were  losing,  and  the  water  we  were  expending, 
had  not  Mr.  Leyson  (Assistant-surgeon,)  with 
his  usual  zeal  and  quickness,  contrived  an  in- 
genious and  simple  method  of  distilling  water 
from  the  coppers,  which  ensured  us,  while  the 
weather  was  moderate,  a  quart  a  man  per  diem. 
I  was  of  course  aware  that  we  had  a  full  navi- 
gable fortnight  before  us,  yet  could  not  but  feel 
anxious  about  replenishing  water,  as,  in  our 
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present  helpless  state,  I  dared  not  approach     1S94. 
the  Southampton  shore  for  a  supply,  and  it  was     Sept. 
very  doubtful  when  we  might  reach  Hudson's 
Strait,  and,  even  in  doing  so^  if  we  should  find 
any  ice,  from  which  we  might  fill  our  tanks,  still 
remaining  in  it. 

Had  it  not  been  for  Mr.  Leyson's  contri- 
vance, I  was  about  to  reduce  our  daily  allow- 
ance of  water  from  a  quart  to  a  pint,  which 
would  have  been  far  too  little  for  our  support. 
It  may  be  well  imagined  how  tantalizing  it  must 
have  been  for  us  to  know  that  water  could  have 
easily  been  procured,  had  we  been  enabled  to 
anchor,  and  also  to  reflect,  that,  in  a  country 
whose  seas  are  almost  constantly  filled  with 
ice,  we  should,  when  we  most  wished  for  it, 
be  unblessed  with  the  sight  of  the  smallest 
morsel.  The  prospect  of  having  a  homeward 
passage  of  some  thousand  miles  before  us, 
with  only  the  uncertain  supply  from  distilla- 
tion for  our  support,  was  not  the  most  enli- 
veniDg,  and  I,  in  consequence,  stopped  all  salt 
provision,  and  only  issued  such  as  was  not 
likely  to  induce  thirst. 

The  wind  freshened  slowly  from  the  south- 
ward as  we  lay  to  during  the  night,  which  was 
very  dark ;  and  on  the  morning  of  the  20tb» 
lye  were  under  main-topsail  and  trysails.   Snow 
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IWI  began  fklling,  and  a  heary  sea  10011  rose.  li  ^ 
••»*  mediately  before  the  gale  set  in,  the  barom*  *• 
rose  to  30.312,  which  was  higher  than  weU  ^' 
hitherto  seen  it,  bat  it  fell  again  as  qniddyfl  * 
28.021,  at  which  it  continued  tmtil  thewott  ^* 
changed.  The  wind,  as  we  imagined,  vettrt* 
roand  dnring  the  day  to  sonth-east,  whenctrt* 
blew  whh  great  Tiolence.  Having  now  been  ttll" 
days  without  obtaining  obserrations,  or  mft  ; ' 
dent  sightH  of  the  son  to  ascertain  if  our  cMt  I ' 
passes  had  changed  their  errors,  there  na  I 
reason  to  apprehend  that  Southampton  mtX 
now  a  lee-shore  to  us,  but  as  we  faad  from  sixty  I 
to  eighty  fathoms,  it  was  probably  still  distant  1 
The  snow  fell  so  thickly  towards  tvemf,  ! 
that  otir  people  obtained  a  qnantity  of  water,  il 
addition  to  their  daily  qnart. 

I  was  now  muchconcemedto  observe,  dutiB 
each  succeeding  gale,  the  ship's  decks  beoini 
more  leaky,  and  that  the  shocks  she  had  r0> 
ceived  in  the  "  Bay  of  God's  Mercy,"  with  the 
severe  strains  experienced  while  at  anchor  on 
the  tSth  and  13th,  had  loosened  her  upper* 
works  very  considerably.  The  heavy  seU 
which  we  shipped  continnally  all  this  day  and 
night,  kept  onr  lower-deck  and  cabins  constantly 
flooded,  for  the  opening  of  the  seams  allowed 
of  the  water  finding  it«  way  to  the  cork-JlOing, 
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tk  Whence  it  dropped  for  many  hour!^  after    idM. 
bad  cetued  to  take  the  seas  over  all.     The    S^ 
er-deck  had  not  now  been  dry  for  three 
Iks^  and  was  in  a  most  miwholesome  state  ; 
we  were  quite  unable  to  remedy  this,  for 
hatches  were  of  necessity  always  battened 
m,  and  when  that  was  the  case  the  galley- 
would  not  draw.     Silvester's  stove  mighty 
eed,  have  been  of  some  use>  but  we  could 
try  its  effect,  as  the  square  of  the  raain- 
chway,  the  space  in  front  of  the  stove,  and 
n  its  warm  air-chamber,  were  still  crowded 
h  small  stores,  which  we  had  not  room  to 
w  elsewhere.     With  all  these  discomforts, 
hing  could  equal  the  patience  and  good 
tduct  of  my  men,  who  bore  aU  their  recent 
erses  with  admirable  fortitude, 
rhe  gale  continued  all  night,  but  a  most 
rming  sea,  or  *^  race,"  arose  at  midnight, 
[sed,  in  all  probability,  by  the  conflux  of  the 
es  of  the  Welcome  and  that  from  Hudson's 
tut,  and  which,  on  the  29th  August,  had 
m  experienced  while  the  ship  was  in  her 
•sent  position,  in  an  equally  dangerous  de- 
;e.    The  sea  had  no  decided  set,  but  pitched 
ip  and  down,"  notwithstanding  the  violence 
the  wind,  and  it  frequently  happened  that 
;  shipped  four  seas  at  the  same  time,  one 
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isu.    over  each  bow  and  quarter,  withoat  the  pnaHe 
Sept.    of  avoiding  them ;    so  that  onr   decks  *J^ 
completely  flooded.  |iid 

The  morning  of  the  21st  was  not  iu^b' 
&Tonrable  than  the  past  night  had  beeii,ktn 
we  were  so  fortunate  as  to  obtain  obsemtiaiiU 
The  wind  moderated  from  n.n.£.  towards  niMti 
and  we  set  close-reefed  topsails  and  comiili 
During  the  night  the  sky  cleared,  and  obaen-r 
ations  were  obtained  for  magnetic  errors.  TV  I 
wind  became  variable.  1 

On  the  morning  of  the  22d  I  was  much  coi- ' 
cemcd  at  having  some  rheumatic  cases  repnt- 
ed  to  me,  and  at  learning  that  the  officei'i 
cabins  absolutely  leaked  in  streams.  That  of 
the  First  Lientcnant  was  quite  flooded,  and  he 
removed  into  mine  until  we  should  hare  better 
weather.  Running  e.5.e.  until  noon,  I  lliea 
shaped  a  course  for  the  strait  between  Maiud 
Island  and  Sootbampton,  N.E.b.£.,  the  com- 
passes now  shewing  that  course  to  require  no 
correction.  The  wind  continned  fresh  from 
the  south-west  all  night,  the  ship  aTeragii]« 
five  knots,  and  at  two  A.M.  on  the  23d  we  ob- 
tained soundings  in  ninety  fatlioms  ;  at  three 
in  seventy-five,  and  at  four  in  forty-nine,  which 
must  have  been  on  the  tail  of  that  extensive 
shoal   running  out    from   "  Carey's  Swan's- 
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b,**  and  at  thirty  past  six  the  land  was  seen  isdi. 
I  the  mast-head  between  it  and  Cape  Sonth-  Sept. 
ton.  The  weather  dnring  the  forenoon 
t  us  reason  to  hope  that  it  wonld  continue 
Jly  favourable^  and  that  the  present  wind 
Id  prove  an  exception  to  what  we  had 
ys  experienced  during  the  last  three  weeks^ 
Ji  was,  that  every  breeze,  on  having  once 
ime  steady,  invariably  ended  in  a  heavy 
•  At  ten  we  sounded  in  fifty-three  fathoms. 

remarkable  that  the  sea  is  here  of  a  dif- 
Qt  colour  from  that  on  the  shoals  off  the 
t  coast  of  Southampton,  as  it  there  had  a 
dsh  appearance,  even  at  the  depth  of  fifty 
ixty  fathoms  ;  while  in  this  part  it  was  as 
c  as  the  Atlantic,  although  the  coast  whieh 
ashed,  and  the  nature  of  the  bottom,  were 
dsely  the  same.  At  noon  our  observations 
3  us  twenty-eight  miles  n.n.e.  of  the  dead 
:oning,  shewing  the  effect  of  ia  strong  cur- 
:  from  the  southward,  in  consequence  of  the 
railing  wind,  and  thus  giving  us  great  hopes 
ttssing  Mansel  Island  by  nightfall.     Stand- 

E.N.E.  forty-five  miles,  we  did  not  make 
it  eight  P.M.,  although  it  is  laid  down  as 
f  that  distance  from  Cape  Pembroke.  We 
refore  stood  on  all  night  east  (true),  but 
wing  for  lee-way,  e.n.e.,  and  had  no  bot- 
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18^4  ^m  by  iVcqueot  sotindings  at  one  limd^ 
Stpt*  fathoms.  The  wind  freshened  to  a  gale  ai 
first  watch,  and  we  i^o  experienced  tiht  m 
extnordiiury  cod  klarming  lea,  or  *'  nee,') 
on  the  29th  August  and  2Dtfa  of  tins  nd 
And  the  ship  lay  like  a  vessel  vater-lo^d,! 
took  it  over  va  all  sides.  At  ten  P.M.  it  fl 
and  washed  away  onr  stem-boot^  with  m 
boats'  arm  and  provision,  and  instmne 
chests  which  were  stowed  in  her,  and  very : 
quently  fell  in  a  heavy  wave  over  llie  id 
We  kept,  however,  a  little  head^way  oa 
ship  ander  the  main-topsail  and  trysail,  an 
the  morning  of  the  24th  the  wind  modee 
so  as  to  allow  of  our  making  more  nil. 
gained  a  little  easting,  and  at  noon  ofata 
meridional  altitude. 

At  three  P.M.  land  was  reported  ahead, 
to  onr  molt  agreeable  snrprise  we  fonnd  it 
a  set  of  sights  which  had  at  6rat  been  tcje 
as  taken  too  near  noon,  to  be  Cape  Woli 
holm.  In  an  honr  or  two  some  remuk 
points  which  had  been  set  when  we  first  jpt 
the  Cape,  were  clearly  seen,  and  onr  sitoa 
most  accnrately  ascertained,  shewing,  tfaa 
addition  to  onr  excellent  ran  (having  avm 
five  knots  for  twenty-fiaor  honrs,  a  rate  at  wl 
Hut  Griper  bad  never  before  anivBd  oa 
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voyage,)  a  carreot  had  set  us  thirty  miles  ea^t-  W^ 
ward  of  our  reckoning,  which  shews  it9  rate  at  ^^ 
aboQt  a  mile  and  a  half  an  hour. 

ThiB  having  heen  the  case  on  the  preceding 
^ay's  run^  renders  it  evident,  that  the  long  fetch 
from  the  bottom  of  Hudson's  Bay,  during  the 
prevalence  of  a  southerly  wind,  must  bring  a 
great  pressure  of  water  on  the  channels  east 
and  west  of  Mansel  Island,  overpowering  all 
tides,  and  extending  even  beyond  the  narrows 
of  the  passage.  This  may  account  for  the  dan- 
gerous ^^  races''  we  had  twice  passed  through 
off  Cape  Southampton,  as  well  as  that  of  which 
I  have  spoken  above,  caused  by  the  opposition 
of  the  tide  of  flood  to  this  great  southern  rush 
of  water.     During  the  night  there  was  a  con- 
tinued calm,  with  heavy  rain,  yet  we  found 
ourselves  carried  in  the  first  watch  to  about 
ten  miles  to  the  eastward  of  Cape  Wolsten- 
holm. 

Towards  dawn  of  the  25th,  a  light  breeze 
aprang  up  from  the  eastward,  and  as  the  day 
broke,  we  found  ourselves  about  ten  miles  from 
thfi  opening  between  Nottingham  and  Salis- 
bury Islands,  off  which  a  close  but  narrow 
atneam  of  ice  was  lying.  As  we  now  had  but 
%  few  days'  water  remaining,  I  gladly  stood  for 
the  iee^  and  heaving  to  at  eight  A.M.,  sent  the 
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IBM    boats  for  a  supply.  They,  however,  fonnd  all^ 
s«p»-    pools  frozen,  but  returned  with  snfficient  VkA 
of  ice  to  thaw  into  three  tons  of  water,  wW 
was  still  too  small  a  quantity  for  our  homewrf 
passage,   but  which  circumstances  preveotu 
our  increasing.     While  lying  off  the  atreaaJ 
thirteen  kayaks  most  unexpectedly  came  offiol 
us,  for  it  had  always  been  understood  thatthestl 
islands  were  uninhabited,  and  from  their  hi^  ■ 
precipitous  appearance,  I  should  not  have  fa- 
ded them  suited  to  the  Eaqnimanx,  who  geiK- 
rally  establish  themselves  od  low  ground,  ui 
near  ihoal  water.  ) 

I  could  not  but  compare  the  boisterom,' 
noisy,  fat  fellows  who  were  alongside,  in  ex- 
cellent canoes,  with  well-furnished  iron-headed 
weapons,  and  handsome  clothing,  with  the  poor 
people  we  had  seen  at  Southampton  Islaod; 
the  latter  with  their  spear-heada,  arrows,  and 
even  knives  of  chipped  flint,  without  canoei, 
wood,  or  iron,  and  with  their  tents  and  dodies 
full  of  holes ;  yet  of  mild  manners,  quiet  in 
speech,  and  as  grateful  for  kindness,  as  they 
were  anxious  to  return  it :  while  those  noir 
alongside,  had  perhaps  scarcely  a  virtue  le^ 
owing  to  the  roguery  they  had  learnt  from  did' 
annual  visits  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  ships.  A$ 
air  of  saocy  independeace,  a  most  clamonna 
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demand  for  presents,  and  several  attempts  at  1884. 
theft,  some  of  which  were  successful,  were  their  Sept. 
leading  chsu-acteristics.  Yet  I  saw  not  why  I 
should  constitute  myself  the  censor  of  these 
poor  savages,  and  our  barter  was  accordingly 
conducted  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  enrich  them 
very  considerably:- 

Nothing  new  was  seen  at  this  visit,  if  I  ex- 
cept a  most  ingenious  piece  of  carving  from 
the  grinder  of  a  walrus;  this  was  a  very 
spirited  little  figure  of  a  dog  lying  down  and 
gnawing  a  bone;  and  although  not  much 
above  an  inch  in  length,  the  animaFs  general 
expression  was  admirable.  I  should,  however, 
mention  that  we  also  procured  a  few  Uttle 
ivory  bears  of  the  same  description,  and  far 
better  executed  than  any  we  had  purchased 
before.  One  man  brought  off  two  fresh  sal- 
mon trout ;  but  no  other  provisions  were  seen. 

At  eleven  A.M.  we  suddenly  observed  a 
very  agitated  ripple  of  tide  setting  towards  us, 
and  although  the  wind  was  light,  and  the  sea 
as  smooth  as  a  mirror,  it  ran  in  such  rapid 
eddies,  as  to  throw  up  little  white-topped 
waves.  It  separated  the  stream  of  ice  which 
lay  across  the  mouth  of  the  channel  between 
the  islands,  in  an  incredibly  short  space  of 
time ;  but  a  light  breeze  enabled  us  to  run 
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iai4.  through  the  slackest  part  of  the  eddy^  and  re- 
8^  main  in  still  water,  while  the  ice  was  swept  at 
the  rate  of  at  least  three  knots  to  the  eas^ 
ward,  thus  entirely  depriving  ns  of  an  addition 
to  our  first  cargo,  of  which  the  boats  were  not 
yet  cleared. 

Good  obsei*yations  and  meridian  altitudes, 
with  several  angles,  assured  us  of  the  precise 
situation  of  the  islands,  which  was  very  satis- 
factory, as  their  position  is  incorrectly  marked 
In  the  charts. 

Mr.  Bell,  master  of  the  Camden,  Hudson's 
Bay  ship,  had  informed  me  at  the  Admiralty, 
that  the  Nottingham  Island  of  Captain  Parry 
was  incorrectly  laid  down,  and  that  this  island 
was  actually  to  the  southward  of  Salisbury, 
which  1  now  found  to  be  exactly  as  he  had 
said ;  but  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  small  portion 
of  land  which  we  mistook  for  Nottingham 
in  the  last  voyage,  is  in  fact  one  of  Baffin's 
*^MiU  Islands*'  the  position  of  which  has 
hitherto  been  so  imperfectly  known,  and  it 
will  therefore  only  now  be  requisite  to  change 
its  name.  Our  cross  bearings  gave  the  south* 
em  coast  of  Salisbury,  so  as  to  correspond 
most  exactly  with  the  northern  part  as  laid 
down  by  Captain  Parry,  and  the  form  and  size 
of  this  island  is  therefore  determined  with  the 
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greatest  certainty.    We  also  at  this  time  com*-    iBH. 
pleted  the  bearinga  from  Cape  Wolalenholm  ;    8«pi* 
and  the  strait  between  it  and  the  two  islands^  is 
about  thirty-five  miles  in  breadth. 

The  natives  left  ns  at  noon  while  we  were 
occupied  in  clearing  the  boats  of  ice ;  an  opera* 
tion  they  did  not  quite  comprehend^  particn-> 
larly  after  one  of  our  men  had  seriously  in^ 
formed  them,  in  their  own  language,  that  we 
intended  eating  it.  Variable  and  light  airs 
prevented  my  making  so  good  an  offing  from 
the  islands  as  I  could  have  wished,  particularly 
as  the  sky  was  very  threatening,  and  a  preci- 
pitous coast,  with  such  a  current  as  we  had 
seen  in  the  morning,  were  by  no  means  agree- 
able neighbours.  During  the  night,  which  was 
very  dark  and  hazy,  the  light  air  which  blew 
took  no  effect  on  our  sails,  owing  to  a  heavy 
short  swell,  which  suddenly  arose  without  any 
apparent  cause,  and  in  which  the  ship,  accord* 
ingto  custom,  pitched  bows  underhand  lost  all 
steerage  way.  This  was  much  increased  by 
hearing,  near  midnight,  the  approach  of  the 
foaming  tide  we  had  seen  at  the  same  hour  in 
the  forenoon  ;  and  it  now  brought  a  most  agi- 
tated surf  with  it,  in  which  we  continued  to  be 
whh*led  about  for  above  four  hours,  the  sea 
•oimding  all  round  us  as  if  it  beat  against  a 

K2 
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18S4.  long  line  of  rocks.  This,  as  we^  were  quite 
Sept.  ignorant  as  to  where  the  wild  eddy  was  carry- 
ing nS|  gave  me  great  anxiety^  although  we 
had  no  bottom  with  one  hundred  and  fiflty  fa- 
thoms^ until  day-light  of  the  26th,  by  which 
time  the  :  sea  had  become  smooth^  and  not  an 
eddy  was  to  be  seen.  We  now,  by  a  distant 
bearing  of  Cape  Wolstenholm,  ascertained 
that  we  had  been  swept  considerably  to  the 
south*ea3tward  of  Salisbury  Island,  although 
it  was  hidden  from  us  by  a  fog.  The  eddy 
must  therefore  have  come  from  the  north-west- 
ward, between  the  islands,  and  have  carried  us 
until  it  joined  that  which  branched  round  the 
east  end  of  Salisbury  ;  and  it  must  have  been 
the  junction  of  these  two  impetuous  currents 
which  caused  the  noise  and  turbulent  sea  I 
have  spoken  of. 

The  forenoon  of  the  26th  was  foggy,  but 
when  the  sky  cleared,  we  obtained  observa- 
tions for  the  magnetic  errors  of  the  compasses. 
In  the  evening  a  light  breeze,  from  the  south- 
ward, enabled  us  to  steer  a  course  for  Charles 
Island  ;  but  a  short  sea  in  which  we  were  quite 
helpless,  allowed  of  our  making  but  little  pro- 
gress in  the  night. 

The  morning  of  the  27th  was  fine,  dry,  and 
clear,  with  the  wind  from  the  southward.     No 
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land  was  visible^  and  the  whole  of  the  horizon  issi 
wias  fantastically  fringed  by  low  fog-banks.  S«pt. 
Three  small  bergs  were  seen  on  this  day^  and 
on  one  was  a  large  flock  of  kittiwake  guUs, 
several  of  which  were  shot  by  the  officers. 
We  had  now  ascertained  by  repeated  and  satis- 
factory observations  of  the  sun  and  pole  star, 
that  all  easterly  errors  of  the  compass  had 
ceased^  and  that  whatever  corrections  were  re- 
quisite (and  they  were  still  very  irregular)  were 
westerly*. 

The  night  was  fine,  and  the  wind  still  light. 
By  a  bearing  of  the  pole  star^  the  ship's  head 
being  west^  the  magnetic  error  was  nine  points 
westerly.  The  morning  of  the  28th  was  ex- 
tremely  foggy^  with  calm  and  occasional  flaws 
of  southerly  wind,  until  the  evening,  when  a 
light  breeze  arose  from  north-west  -f-.  Before 
the  breeze  reached  us,  a  noise  as  of  a  beach 

*  See  Appendix. 

t  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  we  had  never  before 
known  the  southerly  winds  in  this  country  to  continue 
above  two  or  three  days,  and  when  the  breeze  was  strong 
from  that  quarter,  rarely  above  twelve  hours  ;  yet  this 
last  southerly  wind  commenced  on  the  S2nd,  blew  very 
hard,  and  raised  a  heavy  sea  for  three  days,  and  then  fell ; 
but  without  changing  its  direction,  continued  light  up  to 
this  day,  the  eighth  from  which  it  first  rose. 
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IftM.  surf  was  h^ard,  and  the  fog  being  very  heavy, 
«^.  the  boats  were  lowered  to  tow  our  head  off  the 
supposed  shore,  but  the  sky  was  suddenly 
cleared  by  the  breeze,  and  no  (and  was  seen  in 
any  direction.  A  narrow  and  agitated  eddy 
was  now  observed  to  whirl  quickly  past  the 
ship,  and  we  then  ^und  that  the  noise  had 
proceeded  from  its  motion.  Whence  this 
could  have  come,  so  as  to  retain  such  velo- 
city at  so  great  a  distance  from  the  land,  I 
cannot  conceive.  The  breeze  increased  slowly 
from  the  north-eastward,  but  as  we  were  un- 
certain where  We  had  drifted  in  the  recent 
calm,  I  lay  to  for  the  night,  and  at  daylight  on 
the  29th  made  sail  east  to  discover  the  land. 
At  noon  we  obtained  observations,  and  in  the 
evening  made  the  coast,  which  we  neared  suf- 
ficiently before  dark,  to  discern  to  be  the  Noith 
Bluff,  from  whence  at  eight  P.M.  we  took  a 
departure,  and  steered  south-cast.  Along  the 
shore  a  great  number  of  very  large  bergs  were 
observed,  apparently  aground,  as  if  driven  to 
the  northern  land  by  the  recent  southerly 
winds. 

We  sailed  past  several  during  the  night, 
which  was  exceedingly  bright  and  fine,  the 
stars  shining  with  uncommon  brilliancy,  and 
the  Aurora  being  unusually  splendid. 
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The  trind  had  fallen  considerably  at  daylight,  law. 
on  the  30th,  and  land  was  seen  indistinctly  October, 
at  about  twenty-five  miles  to  the  northwaitl. 
A  thick  fog  continued  with  but  little  intermis- 
sion all  day,  and  when  it  cleared  in  the  even- 
ing, the  wind  settled  from  the  south-east,  and 
we  obtained  corrections  for  the  compasses. 
In  the  course  of  the  day,  we  had  passed  several 
bergs,  and  one  small  piece  which  we  picked  up 
yielded  us  a  valuable  ton  of  water.  The  breeze 
continued  in  our  favour  all  the  1st  of  October, 
during  which  we  had  an  indistinct  view  of  the 
land.  On  the  morning  of  the  2nd,  land  was 
seen  distant  and  indistinctly  to  the  north-east- 
ward. This  must  have  been  somewhere  near 
Hatton's  Headland ;  but  as  it  was  of  the  ut- 
most importance  that  we  should  clear  the 
strait  while  the  breeze  was  favourable,  I  did 
not  approach  it.  While  running  to  the  south- 
cast  with  rather  a  heavy  sea,  we  observed  seve- 
ral flocks  of  rotges,  which  had  been  very 
numerous  all  the  day,  to  fly  directly  against 
the  steep  sides  of  a  wave,  and  bury  themselves 
headlong  in  a  moment ;  a  manner  of  diving  I 
had  never  seen  adopted  by  any  other  northern 
birds.  In  the  evening  we  made  and  passed 
the  northernmost  of  the  bold  precipitous 
group  of  Button's  Islands.    The  mght  was 
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18£4.  fine,  and  we  ran  into  the  Atlantic  with  a  fair 
Oetober.  and  moderate  breeze.  Never  have  I  witnessed 
a  happier  set  of  countenances  than  were  on 
our  deck  this  night  To  have  regained  once 
more  an  open  ocean,  in  a  ship  in  which  we 
had  so  often  been  in  danger^  was  of  itself  suf- 
ficient to  rejoice  at ;  but  when  we  reflected, 
that  in  two  particular  instances  we  had  been 
left  without  the  slightest  probability  of  again 
seeing  our  country ;  that,  when  all  hope  had 
left  us,  we  had  been  mercifully  preserved,  and 
that  now,  without  the  power  of  beating  off  a 
lee-shore,  or  an  anchor  to  save  us,  we  had  run 
through  nine  hundred  miles  of  a  dangerous 
navigation^  and  arrived  in  safety  at  the  ocean, 
I  may  say  that  our  sensations  were  indescrib- 
able. For  the  first  time  since  the  28th  of 
August,  a  period  of  five  weeks,  I  enjoyed  a 
night  of  uninterrupted  repose. 

The  3d  was  a  lovely  day,  and  we  most  for- 
tunately met  with  a  piece  of  ice,  from  which, 
in  a  few  hours,  a  supply  of  blocks,  sufficient  to 
fill  all  our  tanks,  was  obtained.  Had  it  not  been 
for  this,  we  should  inevitably  have  been  very 
seriously  distressed  on  our  homeward  passage. 
The  weather  during  the  night  was  remarkably 
mild  and  fine,  and  the  sea  perfectly  quiet,  so 
that  (perhaps  from  comparison  inagi*eat  mea- 
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re)  it  was  agreed  that  we  had  never  seen  two     1894. 
ch  delightfiil  days  as  the  past^  since  leaving  October, 
igland.     And  now  the  homeward  passage 
peared  of  easy  accomplishment,  and  plans 
ire  arranged  as  to  what  we  should  do  on  our 
rival  in  England  at  the  expiration  of  three 
jeks  ;  a  fair  period  to  allow  for  our  crossing 
e  Atlantic,  as  north-westerly    winds   have 
nrays  been  found  to  prevail  at  this  season  of 
e  year.     We  were,  however,  fated  to  meet 
th  still  farther  inconveniences,  and  to  expe- 
3nce  another  convincing  proof,  that  the  order 
'  the  seasons  and  winds  had  been  strangely 
tanged  during  this  autumn. 
The  weather  was  fine  until  the  evening  of 
e  4th,  when  a  heavy  gale  set  in  from  the 
uthward,  and  a  long  Atlantic  swell  quickly 
ose.    There  was  not  the  slightest  abatement 
*  the  gale  for  many  days,  and  the  horizon 
as  always  obscured,  so  that  we  remained  in 
norance  as  to  whether  any  pack  or  berg  was 
ing  to  leeward  of  us,  and  our  suspense  day 
id  night  was  very  painful,  for  to  see  ice  in 
ich  weather,  was  only  a  prelude   to  being 
recked  upon  it. 

On  the  12th  a  ship  hove  in  sight  and  bore 
own  to  us ;  she  proved,  on  hailing,  to  be  the 
'I)(£pix  whaler,  of  Whitby,  and  informed  us 
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i«l  that  she  was  very  mnch  in  want  of  bread.  I 
Oeiober.  promised  to  lend  some,  but  the  sea  and  mni 
preclnded  all  possibility  of  her  lowering  a 
boat,  and  she  remained  with  ns  all  night  in 
hopes  that  the  morning  of  the  13th  wonld 
prove  more  favonrable.  There  was,  however, 
no  improvement  in  the  weather,  and  she 
veered  a  cask  astern  by  a  whale  line,  which  we 
succeeded  in  picking  up.  We  filled  this  and 
two  of  our  own  with  bread,  and  in  one  of 
them  onr  letters  for  England  were  stowed. 
The  Phoenix  then  hauled  them  on  board,  and 
parted  from  ns  on  the  opposite  tack.  Soon 
after  dark,  a  large  brig  passed  dose  under  onr 
stem,  but  the  heavy  gale  prevented  our  mu- 
tual hails  being  heard. 

There  was  not  the  slightest  diminution  in 
the  force  or  duration  of  the  wind  until  the 
16th,  when  having  continued  twelve  days 
since  its  commencement  from  the  southward, 
it  slowly  moderated,  and  nothing  could  be 
more  welcome  to  us,  for  our  hatches  had  been 
battened  down  for  twelve  days,  and  yet  the 
lower  deck  was  entirely  flooded  during  the 
whole  time  by  the  constant  leakage  from 
above.  This  was  not  all,  for  we  had  se- 
veral things  washed  away  from  the  chains, 
one  boat  stove,  and  the  fore-topmast  shewed 
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[f  badly  9pnmg.  With  these  tioubles,  the  isii 
St  of  all  was  the  apprehension  we  enter-  0«i*er. 
^  on  two  separate  days^  for  the  safety  of 
ship^  as  she  took  repeated  and  heayy  seat 
often  over  the  taifril  as  the  bow,  Onr 
pie  felt  severely  their  dose  confinement 
w,  owing  to  the  unwholesome  air  which 
r  were  obliged  to  breathe,  and  onr  sick  list 
mseqnence  contained  daily  from  four  to  six 
les. 

"he  wind  continued  variable  all  the  17th, 
i  a  great  swell  from  the  southward, 
the  18th,  at  night,  it  freshened  from  north- 
f  and  we  had  a  good  run. 
^n  the  morning  of  the  19th  a  strange  ship, 
2h  we  had  seen  on  the  preceding  evening, 
ed  us,  and  the  master,  Mr.  Valentine, 
e  on  board !  she  was  the  Achilles,  of  Dun- 
and  had  but  two  fish. 

[r.  Valentine  informed  me  that  he  had 
I  exposed,  for  nearly  a  month  past,  to  a 
inuance  of  the  worst  weather  he  had  seen 
lirty-four  years'  experience,  in  these  seas, 
that  the  past  season  had  been  the  most 
te  he  had  ever  known.  Many  ships  had 
killed  a  single  fish,  and  the  Phoenix,  which 
only  fifteen,  was  about  the  ftdlest  of  any. 
ice  had  been  shifted  from  its  usual  position 
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issM.  by  a  continuance .  of  north-east  and  easterly 
October,  winds,  and  was  all  on  the  "  West  land/ 
This  fnlly  accounts  for  our  having  met  y^ith 
such  great  and  unexpected  impediments  in 
Hudson*s  Strait,  into  which  it  must  have 
poured  as  into  a  tunnel.  He  informed  mQ 
also^  that  Captain  Parry  had  been  seen  some 
time  in  August,  in  about  73%  close  beset,  but 
could  give  me  no  other  information  about 
him,  except  that  he  had  heard  all  were  well. 
From  Mr.  Valentine  I  learnt  that  the  ship 
Dundee  was  in  the  greatest  distress  for  pron 
visions^  from  having,  like  the  many  other  un- 
successful ships^  remained  out  long  beyond 
her  time ;  I^  therefore^  kept  a  good  look  out, 
in  order  to  relieve  her  in  case  we  met.  By 
the  Achilles  I  sent  duplicate  despatches.  The 
Henrietta,  of  Leith,  passed,  and  "  broomed" 
two  fish  only. 

On  the  21st  we  were  surprised  by  seeing  a 
small  ice-berg  so  far  out  of  the  usual  track  at 
this  late  season.  A  ship  being  discovered  to 
leeward,  I  made  signals  to  her  at  night,  hoping 
she  might  be  the  Dundee.  She  joined  on  the 
morning  of  the  22d,  and  proved  to  be  the 
North  Pole,  of  Leith,  with  only  seven  fish. 
The  mate  came  on  board,  and  gave  as  sad  an 
account  of  the  past  season  as  that  which  I 
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•eceived  from  Mr.  Valentine.     He,  how-    laM. 

gave  me  a    better   report  of  Captain  October. 
f,  and  that  he  was  seen  to  the  westward 
le  ice  at  the  end  of  July.     The  mate  pro- 
i' to  wait  two  hours  for  our  letters;  but 
noment  he  got  on  board,  the  North  Pole 

in  stays,  and  stood  off  from  us  on  the 
r  tack ;  we  could  not  come  up  with  her, 
she  soon  ran  us  out  of  sight, 
heavy  E.N.E.  gale  blew  all  the  23d,  and 
lea,  which  washed  over  all,  stove  in  our 
mock-boards  on  the  bow  and  quarter,  and 
led  the  lower  deck.  The  weather  fell  to 
Eld  calm  on  the  24th,  and  as  the  sea  con- 
3d  as  high  as  ever,  we  pitched  bow  and 
[]  under;  but  we  now  knew  from  expe- 
ce,  that  the  seas  we  took  in  aft  could  not 
re  us,  otherwise  than  by  flooding  the 
:s,  for  our  ports  were  sufficient  to  dis- 
ge  it.  During  this  time  two  barks  were 
.  to  the  eastward,  apparently  in  company, 
under  low  sail,  and  many  of  us  were  of 
lion  that  they  resembled  the  Hecla  and 
y.  At  two  P.M.  a  sudden  and  most  vio- 
squall  came  down  from  the  e.n.e.,  and 
ight  us  in  a  momient  under  the  trysails.* 
»ntinued  undiminished  until  the  evening 
he  25th,  when  it  moderated,  and  the  sky 
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I99k    cleared^  bnt  a  very  liigfa  sea  continued  running. 
JSonmlh  X  stranger  was  seen  in  the  north^eanty  bnt  too 
distant  for  us  to  ascertain  what  she  was. 

The  wind  rose  from  the  north-wett  an  the 
26th|  and  we  made  great  progress^  for  it  con- 
tinned  until  the  SSth^  when,  after  a  akart  in<* 
terval  of  eabn,  it  shifted  freshly  to  the  soutii* 
west,  from  whence  it  continued  unchanged. 

On  the  SOth,  with  our  wind  as  fair  as  we 
could  wish,  our  damaged  fore-topmost  went 
in  two  places.  We  soon  cleared  the  wredc, 
and  had  every  sail  set  again^  The  south-west 
hreeze  continued  until  the  2d  of  November, 
when  it  changed  to  north-west,  which  was 
equally  favourable.  A  strange  brig,  und^ 
English  colours,  passed  us. 

On  the  4th  the  wind  again  veered  round  to 
the  south-west,  and  continued  so  all  the  5th 
and  6th,  when  it  came  rather  more  to  the 
westward.  It  continued  from  the  west-south- 
west  all  the  7th,  on  the  afternoon  of  which 
day  we  struck  soundings  in  seventy  fathoms, 
fine  sand.  The  wind  shifted  feebly  round  to 
north-west,  and  on  the  8th,  at  three  P.M., 
we  made  the  Land's  End,  n.Je.  At  five 
P.M.  the  Lizard  lights  wei-e  seen,  north, 
twenty  miles.  The  favourable  breeze  conti- 
nuing, we  had  an  excellent  run  all  night. 
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And  here  let  me,  in  justice  to  their  reapec*  ^^^ 
tive  makers*,  give  my  testimony  in  favonr  of  Nonip^ 
oor  chronometers,  which  made  the  land  to  a 
mile,  after  having  undergone  many  most  se- 
vere shocks,  and  much  exposure,  for  ahove 
five  months.  When  we  struck  so  heavily  on 
the  1st  of  September,  they  were  badly  shaken, 
and  in  any  rough  weather  their  cots  would 
frequently  strike  the  beams.  They  had  been 
carried  in  the  pocket,  and  put  in  the  boats  in 
the  hurry  of  preparing  to  quit  the  ship  on  the 
above  day,  and  yet  continued  their  rates  with 
so  small  a  variation  that  it  does  not  deserve 
mention. 

On  the  9th  with  a  strong  west-south-west 
wind,  we  i-an  past  the  Start  and  Berry  Head, 
and  passing  the  Portland  lights  at  night,  hove 
to  oflf  St.  Alban's  Head  until  morning  of  the 
10th  ;  when,  making  sail>  we  procured  a 
pilot,  and,  at  ten,  passed  the  Needles.  In 
our  distressed  state,  without  anchors,  I  deter- 
mined on  running  into  Portsmouth  Harbour, 
as  the  tide  would  serve  until  two  P.M.,  and 
the  wind  was  so  fresh,  that  had  we  lost  the 
flood,  we  could  not  have  remained  under  sail 
all  night  in  safety  at  Spithead.     Accordingly, 

*  Messrs.  Farkinson  and  Frodsham,  Barwise,  and 


L44  THE  SHIP  IS  PAID  OFF, 

^^^  after  having  shewn  our  number,  and  signa- 
Norenb.  y^ed  that  we  had  lost  all  our  anchors  and 
cables,  we  ran  into  the  harbour  in  a  heavy 
squall,  and  were  soon  secured  to  a  three- 
decker's  moorings.  Our  people  were,  many 
of  them,  much  exhausted  by  their  constant 
exposure  to  the  wash  of  the  sea,  and  three 
were  immediately  sent  to  the  hospital.  They 
soon,  however,  recovered,  and  the  Griper  was 
paid  off  on  the  13th  of  December. 

Thus  ends  the  journal  of  our  unsuccess- 
ful expedition.  Before  I  take  leave  of  my 
readers,  I  hope  I  may  be  allowed  to  make  a 
few  observations  respecting  my  shipmates, 
seamen  as  well  as  officers  ;  whose  conduct  on 
all  occasions  was  such  as  to  entitle  tliem  to 
the  warmest  praise  I  can  bestow.  I  may 
with  truth  assert,  that  there  never  was  a  hap- 
pier little  community  than  that  assembled  on 
board  the  Griper.  Each  succeeding  day,  and 
each  escape  from  difficulties  seemed  to  bind 
us  more  strongly  together ;  and  I  am  proud 
to  say,  that  during  the  whole  of  our  voyage, 
neither  punishment,  complaint,  nor  even  a  dis- 
pute of  any  kind,  occurred  amongst  us. 
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THE  g^at  interest  which  naturally  attaches  to  compaM 
obsenrations,  made  in  the  focus  of  magnetic  action,  to  whidi 
the  Griper  advanced  in  her  recent  voyage,  renders  it  desir* 
able  that  the  results  obtained  should  be  properly  analysed^ 
in  order  to  ascertain  whether  the  curious  phenomena  whidi 
the  needle  presented  were  such  as  to  throw  any  new  light 
upon  the  mysterious  action  of  terrestrial  magnetism ;  or 
whether  they  will  serve  in  any  way  to  confirm  the  thecuy 
of  this  action  at  present  most  generally  admitted. 

The  first  and  most  important  question  in  all  cases  of  this 
kind  is,  to  determine  the  situation  of  the  magnetic  pole,  if 
there  really  be  such  a  pole ;  and  if  not,  at  least  to  ascertain 
the  point  respected  as  such,  by  a  needle  in  any  particular 
place.  There  are  two  ways  in  which  this  may  be  effected ; 
the  first  is  by  producing  any  two  magnetic  meridians,  till 
they  intersect  each  other,  which  intersection  will,  of  coarse, 
be  the  common  pole  of  the  two  places  ;  and  the  second  is  by 
means  of  the  relation  theoretically  established  between  the 
dip  and  variation  in  any  one  given  place,  which  latter,  as 
being  the  most  independent,  is  to  be  preferred  when  it  can 
be  had  recourse  to. 
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Such  an  example  occurs  in  the  journal  on  the  S4th  of 
August,  in  lat.  QSP  26'  61"  N.,  long.  80®  51'  25"  W.,  when 
the  yariation  was  found  to  be  87®  30'  W.^  and  dip  86®  8Sf. 

Hie  relation  above  alluded  to  between  the  dip,  yariation» 
and  magnetic  latitude,  as  first  deduced  from  obsenra* 
tion  by  Blot,  and  afterwards  by  deductions  from  the  laws 
of  iron  bodies  by  Mr.  Barlow,  is  this,  that  in  every  part  of 
the  world  the  tangent  of  the  dip  of  the  needle  is  equal  to 
double  the  tangent  of  the  magnetic  latitude  of  the  place  of 
observation.  That  is,  if  we  conceive  meridians  to  proceed 
from  one  magnetic  pole  of  the  earth  to  the  other,  and  an 
equator  to  be  described  bisecting  all  those  meridians,  from 
which  the  magnetic  latitudes  are  reckoned ;  then  the  tan- 
gent of  the  dip  is  equal  to  double  the  tangent  of  the  arc 
CHunprised  between  the  magnetic  equator  and  the  place  of 
observation ;  consequently,  when  the  dip  is  given,  the  mag- 
netic latitude  and  co«latitude  become  known,  which  latter 
is  the  distance  of  the  place  of  observation  from  the  mag* 
netic  pole.  Having  thus  the  distance  of  the  pole,  and  the 
variation  of  the  needle  showing  the  direction,  as  referred 
to  the  terrestrial  meridian  of  the  place  of  observation,  the 
exact  situation  of  the  pole  itself  becomes  a  matter  of  easy 
computation.  Thus  in  Fig.  1,  if  PF  represent  the  terres- 
trial poles,  and  «:,  ir  the  magnetic  poles,  EQ  the  terrestrial 
equator,  and  MQ  the  magnetic  equator :  then  eZ  will  be  the 
terrestrial  latitude,  and  mZ  the  magnetic  latitude  of  the  place 
Z;  and  consequently  «:Z  its  magnetic  co-latitude,  which 
becomes  known  by  means  of  the  law  above-mentioned. 
Again,  »?  will  be  the  terrestrial  co-latitude  of  the  place  of 
the  magnetic  pole,  and  the  angle  vPZ  will  be  the  difference 
of  longitude  between  the  two  meridians  EP,  eP,  or  the 
difference  of  longitude  between  the  magnetic  pole  and  the 
place  of  observation. 
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In  the  present  instance  the  observed  dip  is  86^  82' ;  now 
nat.  tan.  86^  8£'  is  16.507456,  therefore  i  tan.  86^  62'  ss 
8.258728  ==  tan.  88^  6'  ss  arc  mZ,  or  magnetic  latitude  of 
Seahorse  Point ;  and,  consequently,  vZ,  or  the  co-latitude,  is 
6^  54' ;  which  is  the  distance  of  the  place  of  obsenrationi 
measured  on  the  arc  of  a  great  circle,  from  the  magnetic 
pole. 

Now,  then,  in  the  spherical  triangle  «rPZ  there  are 
given,  the  arc  vZ  =:  6^  54',  the  magnetic  co-latitude  ;  the 
arc  PZ  =  26^  33>y  (rejecting  the  seconds,)  the  terrestrial 
co-latitude,  and  the  angle  vZP,  =:  87^  80',  the  variation ; 
to  find  the  angle  vPZ,  or  the  difference  of  longitude  be« 
tween  the  two  meridians,  and  vP,  the  co-latitude  of  tho 
magnetic  pole. 

The  actual  solution  of  this  problem  gives  the  angle  vPZ 
r=  1 1^  32^,  the  difference  of  longitude,  which  added  to  the 
longitude  of  the  place  80°  51',  gives  92°82'W.,  for  the 
longitude  of  the  magnetic  pole  reckoned  from  London ;  and 
the  arc  »P  =  21®  27',  which  deducted  from  90®  leaves 
68®  S8*  for  the  latitude  of  the  pole.   It  is  unfortunate  that 
no  other  opportunity  occurred  during  the  voyage  of  making 
a  similar  shore  observation ;  but   it  is,  at  the  same  time* 
highly  satisfactory,  that  the  resulting  place  of  the  pole,  as 
deduced  above,  agrees  within  certain  narrow  limits  with  the 
places  of  the  same  as  obtained  from  the  observations  made 
in  the  several  voyages  of  Captains  Ross  and  Parry,  and 
with  those  made  by  Captain  Franklin   in   his   over-land 
journey.    These  all  give  for  the  place  of  the  pole  a  latitude 
not  differing  greatly  from  70®,  and  a  longitude  a  little  more 
or  less  than  100® ;  but  still  there  is  a  certain  discrepancy, 
which  is  more  and  more  obvious  as  the  latitude  diminishes* 
and  which  shows  that  the  more  northerly  and  westerly  the 
place  of  observation  is,  the  greater  is  the  deduced  we9teni 
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longitude  of  the  pole,  a  result  which  seems  to  obtain  equally, 
whether  the  variation  is  east  or  west,  and  which  will,  tiiere 
is  little  doubt,  ultimately  furnish  one  of  the  best  tests  we 
ean  have  for  confirming  the  true  theory  of  terrestrial  mag« 
ntlic  action,  if  we  should  ever  arrive  at  it,  of  which  rea*> 
sonabie  hopes  may  be  entertained,  seeing  the  great  ad« 
vances  that  have  been  made,  within  a  few  years,  to- 
wards reducing  magnetic  phenomena  to  the  dominion  of 
analysis,  and  towards  which  the  observations  made  in  our 
aaveral  northern  voyages  have  mainly  contributed. 

In  order  to  show  the  degree  of  approximation  furnished 
by  the  different  observations  alluded  to  above,  we  have 
giyen  the  following  table  of  the  several  computed  results. 


TcrrcMilal  LatUade 

Campiitcd  plaot 

Ptaot^rOtaanmUoa. 

Date 

and  Lei^ltBdc. 

Dip. 

Variation. 

of  Magnetic  Pole. 

KaMoT 

LMitwl*. 

LOBgltVd*. 

Dairfi'  Strait 

1890 

&MK. 

?1.^W. 

£.43  N. 

eo.s(w. 

S;.^ 

9496 

Party 

RqpufilAkt 

Ditto 

79.45  N. 

89.41  W. 

88.26  N. 

118.16  W. 

71.10 

98.16 

Ditto 

Bafla's  Bay,  on  ke 

Ditto 

73.00  N. 

61.30  W. 

34.30  N. 

82.  2  W. 

71.13 

97.  3 

Ditto 

PoMcssion  Bay 

Ditto 

73^1  N. 

77.22  W. 

86.  4  N. 

108.46  W. 

69.40 

99.10 

Ditto 

UeiTUI«  hUod 

Ditto 

74.47  N. 

1 10.48  W. 

88.43  N. 

127.47  E. 

73.12 

102.46 

Ditto 

56.41  N. 

109.51  W.   85.  7..N. 

25.  2E. 

65.11 

100.  6 

Franklii. 

58.42  N. 

111.18W.  85.23  N. 

22.49  E. 

64.47 

102.14 

DUto 

G2.I7  N. 

114.  9W.    86.38  N. 

33.36  E. 

67.35 

104.25 

Ditto 

DilTfrciit  Stationf^ 
ia  North  America.) 

1820 
and 

64.15  N. 

113.  2W. 

87.20  N 

36.54  E. 

68.17 

104.24 

Ditto 

1832 

67.1    N. 

11 6.27  W. 

87.31  N. 

44.11  E. 

70.17 

106.21 

Ditto 

67.47  N. 

1 15..36  W. 

88.  5  N. 

46.25  E. 

69.51 

107.31 

Ditto 

67.10  N.  109.44  W. 

88.58  N. 

41.43  E. 

68.58 

105.&4 

Ditto 

68.18  N.  109.25  W. 

89.31  N. 

41.15  E. 

68.50 

107.33 

Ditto 

HadMn'i  Bay 

* 

1834 

63.27  N. 

80.51  W. 

86.32  N. 

37.30  W.    68.33 

02  23 

L>on   1 
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Lot  ua  n^xl  inqum  lo  whai  etteskt  the  direclt?o  mteiitity 
of  the  ooapftSB  ought  to  be  reduced  in  consequeaca  of  ikm 
iaorease  of  the  dipi  and  whether  this  decrease  is  sufficient 
to  account^  for  the  powerless  state  of  the  needles  during  th» 
])a88age  of  the  yeasel  across  Hudson's  Bay. 

The  theory  of  magnetism,  to  which  we  have  already  al^ 
luded,  (See  Barhw's  Essays  on  Magnetic  AUractiani  Axtt 
9oa,  second  edition,)  leads  to  this  result*  that  the  inteosilir 
of  direction  of  a  horizontal  needle,  is  always  proportionatt 
to  the  co-sine  of  the  magnetic  latitude  of  the  place,  or  IQ 
&e  sine  of  its  distance  from  the  magnetic  pole ;  or,  as  re^ 
fsrred  to  the  dip,  the  horizontal  intensity  varie$  inverselyt 
as  i/  (3  +  sec.'J),  ^  being  the  dip.  That  is,  the  intenti^ 
at  Seahone  Point  was  to  the  san)e  at  Green  Hythe,  as 

V  (3  +  »ec:"70) :  V  (3  +  8^-*  *«^  ^^%  *^ft*  ^k  as  I  to  5 
nearly. 

It  is  impossible  to  investigate  this  law  of  the  decreasing 
magnetic  intensity  of  the  horizontal  needle,  without  em- 
ploying abstruse  mathematical  processes,  which  xnight  em^ 
bltrrass  the  general  reader ;  but  a  ^impla  view  may  be 
tfilien  of  the  subject,  which  will  assist  him  in  compreh9n47 
ing  that  a  very  considerable  reduction  must  take  place  «i 
the  dip  increases.  For  example,  let  n$  (Fig.  9,)  repres^l 
a  horizontal  needle  in  Iiondon.  It  wUl  be  perceived  thai 
the  force  which  draws  it  into  its  magnetic  directipn  it 
exerted  in  the  line  of  the  dip,  W«.,  in  the  line  Pn,  fonaing 
an  angle  of  T0°  with  the  horizon ;  and,  therefore,  by  tha 
most  siniple  laws  of  mechanics,  it  follows  that  this  fero« 
being  resolved  into  the  two  forces  NP,  Nn,  the  latter  Is  ^a 
only  part  of  the  force  which  is  effective  in  giving  it  direc* 
tion :  that  is,  the  horizontal  intensity  is  to  the  direct  intensiljp 
in  the  line  of  the  dip,  as  Nn  to  Pn,  or  aa  co-eine  769  to  Ta»^ 
dhia.    In  the  aana  wa^  in  the  sepond  part  ei  the  figaie* 
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which  repteteniB  the  needle  at  Seahorse  Point,  the  hori- 
zontal directire  intensity  will  he  to  the  direct  intensity  as 
Nn"  to  Pn'',  or  as  co-sine  86^  S2f  to  radius.  If,  therefore, 
the  direct  intensity  were  the  sames  in  hoth  cases,  the  hori- 
zontal intensities  would  he  to  each  other  as  co-sine  of  70^ 
lo  the  co-sine  of  86^  3S'.  The  intensities,  however,  are  not 
quite  the  same,  hut  vary  inyersely,  as  i/(4— Ssin.*!),  and 
which  heing  properly  introduced,  gives  the  law  above- 
itated;  namely,  that  the  horizontal  intensity  in  the  two 
places  are  as  i^  (a+seo*7€P):  V(8+sec.'86^  32^,  or  as  1 
to  5,  a  reduced  force,  which  is  amply  sufficient  to  account  for 
the  general  sluggishness  of  the  needles  as  recorded  in  the 
journal. 

But  it  appears  that  the  needles  were  more  inactive  in  one 
position  of  the  vessel. than  in  another;  let  us  then  examine 
whether  this  is  a  result  which  is  consistent  with  our  general 
theory. 

On  this  point  it  must  he  remembered,  that  the  upper  parts 
of  all  iron  bodies,  in  places  of  great  dip,  possess  the  same 
species  of  magnetism  as  the  pole  of  the  earth,  towards  which 
the  dip  is  made.  The  needle  on  shipboard,  therefore,  is  under 
the  compound  influence  of  the  earth  and  of  the  iron  of  the 
vessel,  and  the  compass  being  farther  aft  than  the  great 
body  of  the  iron,  and  above  it,  will  have  its  north  end 
drawn  towards  the  vessel's  head.  When,  therefore,  the 
head  is  to  the  southward,  the  magnetism  of  the  ship  will  draw 
the  north  end  to  the  southward,  while  the  magnetism  of  the 
earth  will  draw  it  to  the  north  ;  so  that  in  this  position  of 
the  ship,  the  two  forces  counteracting  each  other  will  de- 
stroy the  efifect  of  either,  at  least  wlien  they  are  equal* 
and  in  all  cases  the  directive  power  of  tlie  needle  will  be 
only  that  due  to  the  difference  of  the  two  forces.  Let  us, 
then,  ejcamine  how  nearly  the  magnetic  power  of  the  earth 
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and  that  of  the  ship  approxim&ted  towards  equality  in  this 
part  of  the  voyage  of  the  Griper. 

We  are  fortunately  furnished  with  the  requisite  data  for 
this  investigation,  hy  the  experiments  on  the  local  attraction 
of  the  vessel  at  Green  Hythe,  previous  to  the  voyage,  for 
from  these  it  appears  that  the  attraction  of  the  vessel  was 
such,  (rejecting  small  fractions,)  as  to  produce  a  deflection 
of  the  needle,  with  the  ship's  head  at  east  or  west,  of  ahout 
8^.  That  is,  the  two  forces,  namely,  that  of  the  earth  and 
ship,  when  at  right  angles  to  each  other,  were  so  related 
that  their  common  resultant  formed  with  one  of  thoi^e  forces 
an  angle  of  8^,  and  with  the  other  an  angle  of  82? ;  con- 
sequently, these  two  forces  were  to  each  other  as  sine  of 
8°  to  sine  of  88^,  or  as  radius  to  tan.  82^»  or  as  1  to  7 
nearly  ;  that  is,  the  magnetic  action  of  the  Griper  was  to 
that  of  the  earth  before  the  vessel  left  the  Thames  as  1  to  7. 
But  at  Seahorse  Point  we  have  seen  that  the  earth's  mag- 
netism was  less  efifective  on  the  horizontal  needles  than  in 
the  Thames,  in  the  ratio  of  1  to  5  ;  so  that  calling  the 
powers  of  the  earth  7  in  the  latter  place,  it  was  only  1*4 
at  the  former.  But  besides  this  reduction  in  the  efifective 
powers  of  the  earth's  magnetism,  it  is  to  be  remembered 
that  the  magnetism  of  the  vessel  will  be  increased  in  the 
ratio  of  V  (4-»  sin.' 86°  32f)  to  V  (*-»  »^'  70^  *»  or  in 
about  the  ratio  of  100  to  116,  so  that  the  ratio  of  the  mag- 
netic powers  of  the  iron  of  the  vessel  and  of  the  earthy 
were  at  this  station  to  each  other  as  1  x  116  to  100  x  1.4 : 
or  as  116  to  140,  or  as  1  to  1.19,  nearly,  whereas  at  th& 
commencement  of  the  voyage  they  were  to  each  other  as 
I  to  7. 

Hence  it  appears  that  the  power  of  the  ship's  magnetism 

*  £isajr  on  Magnetic  AttiactioD^  Ait*  806» 


154  APPENDIX. 

•I  8o»-lioiie  Poinl,  wit  only  a  very  liltle  lets  than  tkat  of 
the  earth ;  and  consequently  when  these  foroas  were  oppoaed 
Ip  each  othery  as  waf  the  case  with  the  ship's  head  touth, 
Ihe  remainii^  intensity  upon  the  needle,  viz.f  .19»  was  hy  no 
fMana  tiifficient  to  give  it  any  direction,  and  henoe  its  powei^ 
ksi  state  with  the  ship's  head  towards  this  quarter.  But 
mtb  the  ship's  head  to  the  north,  the  magnetism  of  the 
aajrtb  and  that  of  the  vessel  conspired  together,  and  tha 
needle  was  rendered  active  hy  their  joint  inftuence,  although 
ihia  activity  was  obviously  useless  for  the  purpose  of  navi^ 
gation. 

These  deductions  will  perhaps  be  rendered  more  inlellit 
gible  to  some  readers  by  means  of  the  diagram  (Fig.  a.) 
which  represents  the  vessel  swung  round  to  the  four  prinf 
cipal  quarters,  North,  South,  East,  and  West,  the  letter  n 
is  the  vessel  indicating  the  point  in  the  same  which  attracts 
the  north  end  of  the  needle.  Now,  with  the  vessel's  head 
east,  at  Green  Hithe,  the  needle  was  drawn  by  the  earth  to^ 
wards  N',  and  by  the  ship  towards  n' ;  and  the  angle  whidi 
the  needle  assumed  having  been  8°  from  o  n\  shovvs  that  the 
power  emanating  from  N'  was  to  that  proceeding  from  n'  as 
a6  to  6c,  or  as  sin.  82°  to  sin.  8°,  or,  as  we  have  seen,  as  7  to 
I.  But  in  Hudson's  Bay  the  ratio  of  these  two  forces  was,  in 
consequence  of  the  increase  of  the  one  and  the  decrease  of 
the  other,  reduced  to  that  of  1*19  to  1 :  that  is,  nearly  to 
equality,  and  consequently  now,  with  the  ship's  head  to  the 
true  magnetic  east  or  west,  the  needle  ought  to  have  stood 
nearly  north-east  and  north-west;  but  incoming  round  to 
the  southward,  the  action  of  the  ship  counteracting  more  and 
more  the  action  of  the  earth,  as  it  became  more  directly 
opposed  to  it,  the  needle  would  become  more  and  more  in- 
active, and  incapable  of  taking  up  any  decided  line  of  direc- 
tion*    With  the  head  towards  the  north  the  shipi  and  earth 
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wwM  oohi|^  togel^r  to  give  activity  to  the  notile,  m 
aboTe*«l«led. 

Now,  when  the  correcting  plate  was  applied^  the  neeiUe 
was  then  inactiroy  to  whatever  point  the  ship'a  head  waa 
directed,  at  least  alter  the  dip  exceeded  86**^,  although  It 
bad  done  all  that  was  required  of  it  before.  The  reason  of 
this  is  also  sufficiently  obvious,  for'  the  plate  counteracting^ 
the  magnetic  power  of  the  vessel,  the  directive  intensity  of 
the  needle  in  all  positions  was  the  same,  and  [this,  as  wn 
have  seen,  was  alone  insufficient  to  give  it  direction.  In^e 
preceding  voyage  of  the  Griper,  under  the  command  ef 
Oaptain  Clavering,  the  gpreatest  observed  dip  was  81<^,  and 
the  plate  was  effective  throughout.  In  the  present  case  it 
was  found  efficient  till  the  dip  amounted  to  86°^^  but  thia 
appears  to  be  its  limit,  for  beyond  this  the  intensity  of  di* 
rection  was  so  small  as  to  be  incompetent  to  overpower  the 
friction  on  the  point. 

It  will  be  observed  that  all  the  above  inferences  are  drawn 
from  the  single  shore  observation  at  Sea-horse  Point,  but  as 
from  these  it  appears  the  magnetic  pole  was  then  to  the 
south- west,  and  distant  less  than  7^;  and  as  the  vessel 
ftflerwards  continued  to  advance  nearly  S*  in  a  line  beaHng 
directly  towards  it,  there  can  be  no  doubt  the  dip  continued 
to  increase,  and  that  at  the  most  northern  and  western  part 
of  the  voyage  the  dip  was  at  least  87^^,  while  the  variattoa* 
if  our  preceding  determinations  are  to  be  relied  on,  was  re* 
daced  to  almost  nothing.  Hence  the  reason,  in  {the  first 
place,  of  all  the  obterved  irregularities  getting  greater  aa 
the  latitude  increased ;  and  secondly,  in  consequence  of  A 
probable  decrease  of  at  least  three  points  westerly  variation, 
these  irregularities  would  appear  more  easterly  than  before, 
for  aa  thete  was  no  means  of  estimating  directions  except  hy 
tks  true  aeridiaast  and  the  variation  having  been  more  than 
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three  points  westerly  at  Sea-horse  Point,  all  westerly  devia« 
tions  would  appear  to  be  three  points  more  than  they  acta* 
ally  were,  and  all  easterly  deviations  three  points  less ;  but 
when  in  the  more  northern  parts  of  the  voyage,  as  the  needle's 
direction  then  nearly  agreed  with  the  true  meridian,  the 
errors  on  both  sides  would  be  nearly  equal  to  each  other, 
and  consequently  the  easterly  errors  would  appear  to  in-^ 
crease,  and  the  westerly  to  diminish,  as  was  found  to  be  the 
case. 

Having  thus  taken  a  general  view  of  the  phenomena, 
which  we  ought  d  priori  to  have  expected  the  needle  topre« 
sent,  let  us  take  the  several  remarks  as  noted  in  the  Journal, 
and  see  how  far  they  may  be  individually  explained  upon 
the  principle  above  established. 

(a)  (6)  (c)  These  remarks  have  been  sufficiently  illns-^. 
trated»  by  showing  the  great  reduction  of  the  directive  in^ 
tensity. 

(c/)  This  remark  was  made  by  Captain  Franklin,  but  it  is 
obviously  the  necessary  consequence  of  a  change  of  position 
in  an  east  and  west  line  so  near  to  the  magnetic  pole. 

(e)  It  has  been  already  shewn  that,  with  the  ship's  head 
to  the  southward,  the  magnetism  of  the  earth  and  ship  were 
opposed  to  each  other,  and  having  been  also  nearly  equal, 
the  compass  would  necessarily  be  inactive.  With  the  ship's 
head  north,  the  needle  was  under  the  compound  influence  of 
the  ship  and  earth,  and  was  therefore  more  active,  altliough 
not  more  useful.  Gilbert's  compass  having  been  freed  from 
the  magnetic  action  of  the  vessel,  and  that  of  the  earth 
having  been  insufficient  to  give  it  direction,  it  would  neces- 
sarily stand  in  any  position. 

(f)  This  sudden  change  in  the  larboard  compass  was  most 
likely  the  effect  of  accident ;  with  so  little  directive  force, 
the  needle  is  of  course  easily  displaced.    The  error  with  the 
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ship's  heftd  to  the  west  is  consistent  with  the  preceding  il« 
lustration,  except  that  it  appears  to  be  rather  too  strong. 
The  inactivity  of  the  compasses  with  the  head  to  the  south 
haa  been  explained  above.  The  tendency  of  the  north  end 
of  the  needle  to  follow  the  ship^s  head  in  consequence  of  its 
great  attraction,  sufficiently  explains  the  cause  of  the  errors 
noted  in  the  latter  part  of  this  remark. 

{g)  Here  the  compasses  remained  stationary  till,  by  the 
head  of  the  vessel  opening  more  to  the  eastward,  they 
yielded  suddenly  to  the  power  of  its  attraction* 

(A)  The  remark  here,  of  the  error  increasing  to  the  east 
or  west,  as  the  vessel's  head  was  towards  either  of  these 
quarters,  is  quite  consistent  with  the  preceding  illustrations, 
which  show  that  the  north  end  of  the  needle  had  constantly 
a  tendency  to  follow  the  head,  although  the  magnetism  of 
the  earth  had,  of  course,  its  effect  in  keeping  the  north  point 
of  the  card  between  the  ship's  head  and  the  north.  The 
inactivity  in  the  other  semicircle  has  been  alreadv  explained. 

(i)  This  remark  requires  no  particular  explanation,  being 
similar  to  all  the  preceding. 

(A)  It  has  been  rendered  probable  by  our  preceding  expla* 
nations,  that  the  dip  of  the  needle  at  this  time  was  nearly 
88**,  and  consequently  the  magnetism  of  the  earth  reduced 
from  what  it  was  at  Sea-horse  Point,  in  the  ratio  of  co8» 
86^  :  COS.  87^  or  cos.  88^  ;  that  is,  in  the  ratio  of  2  to  3. 
At  this  time,  therefore,  the  magnetic  power  of  the  ship  pro* 
-bably  exceeded  that  of  the  earth,  and  hence  the  changes  re- 
marked in  the  deviation  of  the  needle.  Moreover  the  natural 
westerly  errors,  arising  from  the  actual  variations,  had  now 
•nearly  diminished  to  nothing,  which  would  cause  an  appa- 
rent increase  in  the  easterly  errors. 

(/)  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  these  phenomena  being  dne 
to  the  electro-magnetic  effect  of  the  Aurora  Borealis.    In 
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tke  PM.  TVttHf.  for  1898  il  is  ^dWA  thut,  ^  reddoing  tin 
^IfMtive  power  of  the  tieedle  l»y  ix^aiM  of  artifidal  tnigrnelt, 
Ike  dailjt'^ti&tion  may  be  increMed  ^:om  abotit  IST  to  8»v«- 
Nd  deffeei,  and  the  effect  which  wai  in  this  caae  only  ft^ 
#aced  artiftcally,  is,  with  such  considerable  dips,  produced 
liilnrally,  as  has  been  already  snftctently  estplained^    It 
will  of  course  be  seen  that,  notwithstanding  the  incapability 
H^  the  needle  to  Uike  up  a  determined  direction,  its  aetoal 
tnagnetie  atrength  was  not  diminished,  and  it  waa  come* 
qoently  liable  to  be  disturbed  from  any  external  cause  ait- 
itig  upon  it.  The  recent  science  of  electro-magnetism  proves 
fhe  great  disturbing  power  of  electric  currents  ;  and  Mr. 
Dalton,  many  years  back,  observed  the  influence  of  tiie 
Aurora  upon  a  magnetic  needle,  even  in  these  latitudes, 
where  its  directive  power  is  considerable.     It  is  therefore 
by  no  means  astonishing  that,  in  latitudes  where  the  Aurora 
are  stronger,  and  the  directive  power  of  the  needle  so  much 
lees,  than  in  Ei^land,  the  disturbance  of  the  needle  from 
this  cause  should  be  so  perceptible.     The  remark,  that  these 
phenomena  and  motions  in  the  needle  were  not  observed  till 
a  certain  hour  in  the  evening,  although  the  sun  had  been 
set  some  hours,  may  be  ultimately  of  importance  in  tracing 
out  the  connexion  of  these  phenomena  with  each  other,  bu- 
at  present  it  appears  to  be  inexplicable. 

The  change  of  latitude,  nearly  S«,  is  amply  sufficient  to 
account  for  the  diminished  error  here  noticed. 

(m)  It  is  obvious  that,  if  the  power  of  the  vessel  on  the 
needle  were  equal  to  that  of  the  earth,  in  the  most  northern 
part  of  the  voyage,  which  has  been  shewn  to  be  probable, 
and  the  variation  having  been  nearly  nothing  at  the  same 
time,  it  would  follow  of  course  that,  witli  the  ship's 
head  at  east,  the  compass  would  show  n.e.,  as  here  stated; 
but  this  error  would  diminish  on  the  return  to  the  south* 
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ward ;  at  the  same  time  it  is  difEcult  to  account  for  M.s.  by 
compass  bein^  n.b.  true,  as  appears  to  have  beea  the  case  On 
the  loth,  because  the  longitude  being  still  very  nearly  the 
same,  there  is  no  reason  to  apprehend  an  increase  of  ac&al 
westerly  variation. 

(n)  ^e  still  farther  advance  to  the  southwajd,  and  the 
consequent  diminution  of  dip  and  increase  in  the  terrestrial 
intensity,  is  sufficiently  seen  in  these  observations,  al&ough^ 
with  the  ship's  head  to  the  southward,  the  needle  b  still 
weak  apd  indeterminate  in  its  directive  quality. 

(o)  (p)  The  vessel  being  now  returning  towards  the  station 
where  the  variation  had  been  found  to  be  37  Jo  w..  but  to 
the  eastward  of  it  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  varia- 
tion was  from  the  €3d  to  the  S5th,  about  3^^  or  4  points 
west ;  taking  the  least,  the  local  attraction  on  the  23d 
would  be  3^  points,  with  the  head  at  east  by  compass,  and 
2^  points  on  the  24th,  with  the  head  at  n.b.  ;  about  33^ 
at  N.E.b.E.,  and  36*  at  w.b.N.  on  the  25th.  That  is,  by  sub« 
tracting  T*  2/  from  the  variation  in  the  one  case,  and  in 
the  other  subtracting  the  variation  frtnn  75°  49'  w.,  which 
results  are  exactly  such  as  we  should  have  naturally  antici** 
cipated. 

(q)  The  irregularities  in  these  deviations  show  that,  with 
the  ship's  head  to  the  southward,  the  compass  had  not  yet 
recovered  its  proper  action. 

(r)  These  results  indicate  very  clearly  a  variaticA  of 
4  points  westerly,  and  a  local  attraction  of  2  points  at  east 
and  west. 

(s)  The  mean  of  the  two  variations  at  east  and  west  seems 
to  indicate  here  a  westerly  variation,  amounting  to  5^  points* 
and  a  local  attraction  of  about  one  point  and  a  half;  that 
is,  about  double  the  attraction  in  England  :  both  of  which 
indications  are  supported  by  a  high  degree  of  probability. 
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Of  the 
ody. 

Amonntofllag- 
netlo  Error. 

REMARKS. 

O          0           M 

The  "  magfnetic  error**  of  our  compasses 
now  became  very  §freat  and  uncertain,  for 
even  Gilbert*s  excellent  azimuth  compass, 
to  which  Professor  Barlow's  '*  correction 
plate**  was  fitted,  was  so  sluggish  as  to  re- 
quire constant  tapping*,  (a) 

■» 

Gilbert*8,  which  had  hitherto  been  fully 
corrected  for  local  attraction,  now  began 
to  shew  as  great  a  magnetic  error  as  those 
in  the  binnacles,  and  the  sluggishness  of 
all  the  compasses  was  extreme,  so  that  it 
was  by  tapping  alone  that  any  would 
move  ib). 

I 

2  Points  w. 

Our  binnacle  compasses  gave  at  the 
same  time  one  N.b.B.,  the  other  n.^b., 
but  there  had  always  been  half  a  point 
difference  between  them  (c). 

Variation 
37  3a    Ow. 

On  shore  at  Point  Leyson,  Southamp- 
ton  Island,  dip  of  magnetic  needle  86°  32^. 
It  was  at  first  a  matter  of  surprise  to  me 
that  the  rcgfular  variati(m  should  have  de- 
creased so  rapidly,  but  I  find  that  Capt. 
Franklin  made  the  same  remark  as  he 
crossed  Hudson*s  Bay,  where  it  becomes 
easterly  at  York  Fort,  in  92**  \r .  (d). 

• 

2  Points  w. 

i  Points  B. 

0    0 

Our  compasses  had  now  become  quite 
useless  with  the'  head  to  the  southward, 
and  the  north  point  of  Gilbert*s,  with  the 
plate,  would  stand  wherever  it  was  placed 
by  the  finger  (e). 

*  See  Notes. 
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RBICABKS. 


In  the  forenoon  watch  our  larboard  ^, 
which  had  agreed  with  the  two  others  in 
shewing^  mkgneHc  error  aa  noted  in  tiie  co- 
lumn, suddenly  pointed  e.n.b.  and  no  tap- 
ping  or  motion  would  keep  it  to  any  other 
point  for  two  or  three  minutes,  after  which 
it  as  suddenly  recovered  its  agreement  whh 
the  others,  and  continued  quite  correct. 
Wenow,from  repeated  observations)  ascer- 
tained that,  with  the  head  between  n.w. 
and  west,  the  magnetic  error  amounted  to 
8  pts.  w.,  while,  with  ihe  head  due  south, 
the  companes  would  not  remain  quiet,  or 
assumed  at  times  each  a  direction  of  its 
own,  yet  if  shaken  from  this  they  never  re- 
turned to  the  same  position.  Heaving  to, 
on  this  night,  I  observed  that,  on  changing 
the  ship's  head  from  N.  (^),  or  N.w.b.N. 
(true),  and  rounding  to  port,  all  the 
compasses  changed  inversely  to  stae- 
BOARD,  as  N.b.B.,  NB.,to  B.b.N.,at  which 
latter  point  the  ship*t  head  remained  all 
night,  although  the  wind,  by  an  observa- 
tion of  the  Pole  «,  was  unchanged  from 
s.w.  9  thus  shewing,  as  her  head  was  in 
fact  W.N.W.,  a  magnetic  error  increasing 
gradually  as  she  came  round  from  n.  ^  (f,) 


8w. 


At  four  A.M.  on  the  Slst  I  kept  away 
to  starboard,  and  the  compasses  remained 
quite  steady  until  we  had  fallen  off  about 
four  points,  when  all  flew  round  at  the 
same  moment ;  and  when  by  tlie  Pole  « 
our  head  was  N.w.b.N.,  all  again  pointed 
north,  mos^  correctly,  as  they  had  done 
before  (g). 

M2 
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Day. 


TlaeorOfc- 


LoBgHodc 


BUft  Head  bj 


1 
lag  or  Cd 


u 


Sept. 
6 


Noon 
63  15  44 

M.A. 


Noon 

S9    S  30 

c. 


North 

N.fB. 

M.N.W. 

K.W. 

West 

N«N.Bt 
N.B. 

East 


•J* 

•I 

OS 


Noon 
63  S8  00 

M.A. 


Noon 
88  25  45 
c. 


A.M. 

9.51 


Noon 
64  15  00 

M.A. 


II 


Night. 


65  SO  00 


Noon 
87  43  36 
c. 


North 


N.b.E. 


86  14  30 


N.R.b.N. 
N.b.W. 


Polc< 
North 


O 
8.  45 


PoIe< 
East 
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gof  tbe 
iJody. 


AmoQot  of  Maf* 
netie  Error. 


W. 

th 

It 
th 


th 


Point*. 

1  W. 

J  w, 

2  w. 

4  w, 

8  w. 

2  B. 

8  £. 

8  E. 


REMARKS. 


Between  west  and  south,  and  between 
east  and  south,  no  results  could  be  obtain- 
ed, for  the  compasses  would  never  remain 
stationary  with  the  ship*s  head  in  these 
directions.  From  the  accompanying  ob- 
servations it  may  be  seen  that  the  magne- 
tic error  increases  progressively,  to  the  east 
if  ri^A^of  north,  but  westerly  if  to  its  ieft ; 
and  as  the  greatest  established  error  is 
eight  points  at  east  and  west,  these  points 
may  be  considered  the  maxima.  Why  the 
other  half  of  the  compass  is  powerless  ad- 
mits of  most  interesting  speculation!  (A). 


0  15 


h. 
1. 


At  twilight  on  the  7tli  I  went  on  deck 
to  keep  the  ship  her  course,  and  found  her 
head  on  the  starboard  tack  N.w.b.N. 
Her  course  being  north  (true),  I  would 
not  trust  to  the  ^  and  keep  a  close  luff, 
but  wore,  and,  having  by  ^  shifted  29 
points,  came  on  the  larboard  tack  to  north 
^  at  which  was  no  error  (t). 


I    9  45  B. 


0 
8  W. 


N.B.  Three  days  since,  the  magnetic 
error  was  five  points  on  this  bearing. 

N.B.  Three  days  since,  on  this  bearing 
there  was  no  error,  {k) 
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6d  18  00 


87  18  18 
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0 
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AfPiSR^^^*' 


I. 


4lB 


tobeattribut^„,*"**^^bythe 
p^ence  of  tbe  A.^  o^^  «»»• 

rrlrinra>«?»t«le«ce 

one by. bew'-^rued error  two »«»»• 

b«tonthefoUowmg«^^^^^^l^,ere- 
ingoftbe»an..y^  thUpenod 

fte  error  on  «"» 

points  B- ^'•' ■ 

^ouTw^     ^f  fair poin<»  *^^  *      .^- 

'""tl^resSio.e-tC";-^ 
that  we  were  ^^^8  o*'^ 
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Day. 

Time  of  Ob« 
■cnratkM. 

LiMltade. 

Longftade. 

gUi^a  Hc«d  hj 

MafMlk 

iBfflfC 

Sept. 
19 

11  15 

O      1      tt 

68  00  00 

O      «      // 

87  00  00 

N.B. 

East 

08.B. 
•.B,t 

Sept. 
81 

10  P.M. 

61  94    8 

80  44  00 

East. 

B.IT.B* 

P.#  11 

22 

At  dawn. 

Noon. 

But  having- 
60  50    7 

run  N.E.  SO 
86  00    7 

N.B. 

miles,  the  erro 

N.B.b.R. 

Pd 
X.N 

r,  ercn 
OSc 

23 
24 

62  24  36 

82  24  30 

East. 

Bvi 

G 

63    1    7 

78  36    0 

N.B. 
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nrfng  of 
iObJtet. 


.b.B. 


AnHMint  of  Mtf- 
netic  £rror. 


RBICARKS. 


0 

2b. 


esLBt^,  was  in  fact  north-east  (true,)  and 
I  shortened  sail  at  nine  A.M.,  absolutely 
from  not  knowing  how  to  steer.  As  a 
farther  proof  of  the  decrease  in  the  mag- 
netic errors,  see  observation  at  11  h. 
15  m.  east  ^,  having  recently  shewn  eight 
points  error,  (m.) 


rth. 


2     B. 


rth. 

%  became 

ath. 


itions  of 


2  b. 
as  below. 
0 


I  w. 


By  the  sun  on  this  day  it  was  observed, 
that  with  our  head  east,  B.b.s.,  or  B.8.B., 
two,  or  at  most  three,  points  correction  to 
the  right  or  east,  which  for  three  days 
past  we  had  been  accustomed  to  allow, 
was  quite  sufficient ;  but  if  the  ship  fell 
off  to  the  southward,  say  s.s.e.,  (true,) 
the  compasses  all  ran  round,  and  shewed 
her  head  s.w.,  or  even  west ;  a  proof, 
when  considered  with  other  observations, 
that  with  the  head  even  one  point  to  the 
right  or  left  of  the  true  south,  the  com- 
passes changed  their  errors  from  easterly 
to  westerly,  and  vice  versA.  Thus,  by 
our  observations,  s.b.  ^  and  s.w.  ^ 
give  south,  (true,)  applying  a  certain 
deviation  to  the  right  for  the  first,  and 
exactly  the  same  proportion  to  \heleft 
for  the  second,  (n). 


Throughout  this  day  we  found  that, 
with  our  head  n.b.,  the  compasses  began 
to  recover  themselves,  (o.) 
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:  ot 


•rifar 

Bctic  Error* 


BJBMABKS. 


7  27  w. 
76  49  w. 


5    w. 
9    w. 


Abreast  of  Nottingham  and  Salbburj 
Islands,  (p,) 


We  now  found  by  repeated  observa- 
tions, that  all  easterly  errors  had  ceased, 
and  that  whatever  correction  for  Ih* 
compasses  (which  were  still  very  irrefa- 
lar)  was  requisite,  was  to  the  west- 
ward, (q,) 


B. 


6    5  SOW. 
1}    w. 

9    w. 


2  w. 

6  w. 

6  w. 

4  w. 


These  observations  were  made  while 
wearing,  (r) 


4    w. 


4i  w. 

4    w. 

3    w. 

4    w. 

5    w. 

6    w. 

7    w. 

Mr.  Valentine,  master  of  the  Achilles, 
whaler,  with  whom  I  communicated  in 
Davis*  Strait,  informed  me  that  he  had 
been  thirty-four  voyages  to  this  country, 
and  that  he  knew  it  to  be  a  general  com- 
plaint of  the  masters  of  ships  who  were 
accustomed  to  fish  in  *'  the  south-west,** 
(that  part  of  Davis's  Strait  near  Reso- 
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lug  of 
•bject 

AmovDt  of  Mag* 
netlc  Error. 

RBMABKS. 

lution    Island,)   that  their  latitude  ob- 
served, while  running  to  the  westward, 
was  always  considerably  to  the  southward 
of  the  latitude  by  account,  but  that  he 
had  for  many  years  allowed  six  points, 
with  the  ship's  head  west,  and  found  his 
reckoning  generaUy  correct. 

This  is  a  confirmation  of  our  obser- 
vations here,  (Davis'  Strait,)  and  com- 
bines to  account  for  the  way  in  which 
we  made  the  land  on  our  outward  pas- 
sage, so  that  we  were  not  affected  by 
current  alone,  as  we  at  first  were  inclined 
to  suppose. 

;h. 

4     W. 

1. 

3     W. 
6     W. 

th. 
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BOTANICAL   APPENDIX 


BY 


PROFESSOR  HOOKER. 


Ths  following  list  of  plants  is  drawn  up  from  the  collection 
of  Captain  Lyon.  That  it  is  not  more  numerous  will  excite 
no  astonishment,  when  it  is  considered  how  scanty  were  the 
opportunities  of  going  on  shore  afforded  to  the  Expedition ; 
and  that  it  includes  hut  very  few  species  which  had  not 
rewarded  the  researches  of  the  former  Arctic  voyagers, 
will  also  he  no  matter  of  surprise,  when  it  is  known  that 
''  the  plants  were  all  gathered  upon  a  few  low  islands  which 
were  met  with  in,  or  near,  the  position  assigned  to  South- 
ampton Island ;"  consequently,  in  a  country,  the  direct  vici- 
nity of  which  had  heen  so  successfully  explored  hy  the  Ex- 
pedition immediately  previous. 

The  leaves  of  the  oak  which  Captain  Lyon  found  upon  an 
iceherg  near  the  centre  of  Hudson's  Strait,  must  undouht- 
edly  he  considered  as  a  very  great  curiosity,  as  well  as  the 
single  leaf  of  the  common  Whortle-berry  {Vaccinium  Myr^ 
alius ;)  since  they  may  he  expected  to  throw  some  light 
upon  the  origin  of  these  vast  masses  of  ice.  The  former 
appear  unquestionahly  to  have  belonged  to  one  of  the  two 
species  of  the  common  European  oak,  either  Quercus  Robur 
or  Q.  sesdliflora  ;  the  latter  to  a  plant  very  frequent  in  the 
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northern  parts  of  the  old  world,  but  not  known  to  grow  in 
the  new  continent,  except  perhaps  on  the  west  coast  of 
North  America. 

Tha  arrangement  here  adopted  is  that  of  the  Nitoral 
Orders,  similar  to  what  is  followed  by  Mr.  Brown  in  the 
Botanical  Appendix  to  Captain  Parry's  first  Voyage,  and  to 
mine  in  the  Appendix  to  the  second  Voyage,  (at  present 
unpublished,)  of  the  same  eminent  navigator.  .As  these 
appendices  contain  a  more  full  synonymy,  and  remarks  upon 
the  greater  number  of  plants  which  exist  in  this  collection, 
and  as  they  will  be  in  the  hands  of  those  who  are  at  all 
interested  in  the  subject  of  Arctic  Botany,  it  is  not  thought 
ilAOessary  here  to  repeat  those  remarks,  nor  the  greater  por»> 
tion  of  those  synonyms.  The  references  are  confined  to  the 
first  author  who  named  the  plant,  to  the  botanical  catak)»gue 
of  Boss's  Voyage,  and  the  first  of  Captaii)  Parry's  by  th^ 
Itamed  Brown,  to  Dr.  lUchardson's  list  in  Captain  Frank* 
lin's  narrative,  to  mine  in  Captain  Parry's  second  Voyage , 
and  to  one  or  more  good  figures,  where  such  exist. 

Whilst  I  have  been  engaged  in  the  examination  of  this 
little  collection,  my  valued  friend  Dr.  Richardson  has  been 
so  kind  as  to  send  me  the  proof  sheets  of  his  botanical  ap* 
pendix  to  the  fourth  and  latest  edition  of  Captain  Franklin's 
narrative  ;  and  as  this  is  more  complete  than  the  former,  I 
have  chosen  to  refer  to  it  in  preference. 

DICOTYLEDONES. 

PaPAV£RAO&£. 

Papaver, 
1.  P.  nudicaule.  Linn.   Sp.  pi.  p.  725.     Fl.  Dan.  t.  41. 
Brown,  in  Ross's  Voy.  ed.  2.    v.  2.  p.  193.  Rich,  in  FrankL 
App.  ed.  4.  p.  21.     Br.  in  Parry's  Ist  Voy.     App.  p.  cclzv. 
Hooker  in  Parry's  2d  Voy,  App.  ined. 
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GRUOIFBRJS. 

Draba. 

8.  D.  alpina.  Liim.  Sp.  pi.  p.  896.  Fl.  Dan.  t.  66.  Brown^ 
in  Parry's  Ist  Voy.  App.  p.  cclxv.  Rich,  in  Frankl.  Joum. 
App.  ed.  4.  p.  27. 

Var,  langipes,  majar^  foliis  pedicellisqm  valde  ehngaUs. 

This  is  a  vary  singular  variety  of  Ihaha  aipinay  with  the 
leaves  hairy  and  ciliated  with  branched  hairs.  The  scape  in 
about  four  inches  long,  the  pedicells  "proiMced.  from  through- 
out its  whole  length*  the  three  or  four  lower  ones  distant^ 
the  rest  more  crowded,  but  all  reaching  nearly  to  the  samt 
height,  so  that  the  lowest  one  is  almost  four  inches  long, 
the  uppermost  very  short.  All  of  them  are  clothed  with 
white,  sometimes  ramified,  hairs.  Calyx  with  a  few  simple, 
longish  white  hairs,  nerved.  Corolla  deep  yellow,  petals 
marginate,  nerved.  Sfyle  rather  long,  a  little  enlarged  up>- 
wards.  Stamens  with  iheJUaments  much  dilated  at  the  base. 
Pouch  oblong,  acute  at  each  extremity,  plano^compressedf 
with  about  four  seeds  in  each  cell. 

This  variety  seems  to  come  near  the  Draba  repens  of  Bie^ 
berstein  and  De  CandoUe. 

3.  D.  hirta.  Linn.  Sp.  pi.  p.  897.  Wahl,  Fl.  Lapp.  p.  I7i. 
t.  11.  Rich,  in  Frankl.  Journ.  ed.  4.  p.  27.  Hooker  in 
Parry's  td  Voy.  App.  ined. 

The  variety  of  this  plant,  contained  In  the  collection,  fii 
that  which  in  the  Appendix  to  Parry's  Sd  Voyage,  I  have 
denominated 

Var.  4.  tripollicaris,  folus  lanceolaUs  svbitUegrisy  scapo 
pkrumque  monodiphylloy  una  eumpedicelloscalycem  siUculaM' 
tjue^  glaherrimo. 

To  this  I  think  may  be  referred  the  Draba  androsacea^ 
Wahl.  Fl.  Lapp.  p.  174.  t.  11.  f.  5,  and  consequently  die 
D,  Lapponicaoi  De  CandoUe's  Sy^^.  Veget.  v.  8.  p.  284,  and 
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of  Brown  in  Parrjfs  \d  Voyage.  Mr.  Brown  describes  the 
scapes  as  an  inch,  or  an  inch  and  a  half  high ;  here  they 
attain  ^fonr  or  five  inches.  Wahlenbeig's  figure  is  rather 
smaller;  but  in  other  respects  very  characteristic 

COOHLBARIA. 

4.  C.  fene^rcUa  ?  Brown  in  Ross's  Voy.  ed.  8.  v.  8.  p. 
198.  Br.  in  Parry's  1st  Voy.  App.  p.  cclxvii.  Hooker  in 
Parry's  2d  Voy.  App.  ined. 

Of  a  Cochlearia  there  are  two  specimens,  but  having  only 
root-leaves.  These  however  are  exactly  similar  to  what  I 
have  seen  of  C  fenestrata  ;  and  as  most,  if  not  all,  the  CbcA- 
learitiB  which  I  have  received  ^m  the  Arctic  regions  are 
referable  to  that  species,  so  I  think  it  not  unlikely  that  this 
will  have  the  same  character  when  found  in  fruit. 

EUTBBMA. 

5.  E.Edwarddt.  Br.  in  Parry's  Ist  Voy.  App.  p.  cclxvii. 
t.  A.  (excellent)    Hooker  in  Parry's  2d  Voy.  App.  ined. 

Arabis. 

6.  A.  alpina.  Linn.  Sp.  pi.  p.  928.  FI.  Dan.  t.  62,  Curtis 
in  Bot.  Mag.  t.  226.  Wahl.  Fl.  Lapp.  p.  181.  Pursh.  Fl. 
N.  Am.  V.  2.  p.  426. 

This  species  does  not  appear  to  have  been  found  in  any 
of  the  previous  Arctic  Voyages  of  Discovery.  I  have  re* 
ceived  it,  however,  from  Greenland.  It  is  an  inhabitant  of 
the  northern  parts  of  the  continent  of  North  America,  in 
Labrador  (Colmaster),  Lapland  and  Greenland.  The  speci- 
men in  the  collection  has  its  upper  cauline  leaves  very  broad 
and  coarse]}'  toothed. 

7.  A.  hispida.  Br.  in  Hort.  Kew.  ed.  2.  v.  4.  p.  106. 
Rich,  in  Frankl.  Journ.  App.  ed.  4.  ined  2Q,  Hooker  in 
Parry's  2d  Voy.  App.  ined. 
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A.  hastulata.  Snu  Engl.  Bot.  t,  469. 

Cardamine  petraea  Lightf.  Fi.  Scot.  p.  847.  t.  15.  f.  2. 

Arabis  petraea,  0,  De  Cand.  Syst.  Veget.  v.  2.  p.  229. 

Cardamine. 

8.  C,  praiensis.  Linn.  Sp.  pi.  p.  915.  Sm.  Engl.  Bot.  t. 
779.  Rich,  in  Frankl.  Jounu  App.  ed.  4.  p.  29.  Hooker  in 
Parry's  2d.  Voy.  App.  ined. 

CARYOPHYLLEJE, 
Lychnis. 

9.  L.  apetah.  Linn.  Fi.  Lapp.  (ed.  Sm.)  p.  150.  t.  12.  f. 
4.  FI.  Dan.  t.  805.  Walil.  FI.  Lapp.  p.  185.  t.  7.  Brown, 
in  Ross's  Voy.  ed.  2.  v.  2.  p.  192.  Rich,  in  Frankl.  Joum. 
App.  ed.  4.  p.  IS.     Hooker  in  Parry's  2d  Voy.  App.  ined. 

Stellaria. 

10.  S.  lata.  Rich,  in  Frankl.  Joum.  App.  ed.  4.  p.  16. 
Hooker  in  Parry's  2d  Voy.  App.  ined. 

Cbrastium. 

11.  C.  a/jpinum.  Linn.  Sp.  PI.  p.  628.     Sm.  Eng.  Bot.  t. 

472.     Brown,  in  Ross's  Voy.  ed.  2.  v.  2.  p.  192.     Br,  in 

Parry's  Ist  Voy.  App.  p.  cclxxi.     Rich,  in  Frankl.  Joum. 

ed.  4.  App.  ed.  4.  p.  18.    Hooker  in  Parry's  2d  Voy.  App. 

ined. 

PORTULACEJB. 

MONTIA. 

12.  M.  foniana,  Linn.  Sp.  Pi.  p.  129.  FI.  Dan.t.  181.  Sm. 
Engl.  Bot,  t.  1206.     Wahl.  FI.  Lapp.  p.  45. 

New  to  Arctic  America ;  and  indeed  never  stated  to  be 
an  inhabitant  of  any  part  of  that  continent.  It  occurs  in 
Lapland  and  Iceland.  The  specimens  in  this  collection  are 
not  in  flower. 
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SAXIFRAGILS. 
SiJuniAOA. 
IS.  S.  oppositifolia.  linn.  Sp.  Fl.  p.  775.  Sol  EngL  Bot. 
t.  19.    Brown  in  Ross's  Voj.  ed.  2.  v.  2.  p.  192.     Br.  in 
Parry's  1st  Voy.  App.  p.  ccbadii.   Rich.  in.  Fraokl.  Joanu 
ed.  4.    App.  p.  IS.    Hooker  in  Parry's  2d.  Voy.  App.  ined. 
The  flowers  of  the  indiriduals  in  this  collection  afe  of  a 
very  large  size. 

14.  S.  Hirculus.  Linn.  Sp.  PI.  p.  670.  Sm.  Engl.  Bot. 
t.  1009.  Bro^vn,  in  Parry's  1st  Voy.  App.  p.  cclxziiL  Rich, 
in  Frankl.  Journ.  App.  ed.  4.  p.  IS.  Hooker  in  Parry's  2d 
Voy.    App.  ined. 

8.  proplnqua,  Br.  in  Ross's  Voy.  ed.  2.  y.  2.  p.  579. 

15.  S.  tricuspidaia.  **  Rottb.  in  act.  Hafo.  r.  10.  p.  440. 
t.  e.  n.  21."  Fl.  Dan.  t.  976.  Brown,  In  Ross's  Voy.  ed.  2. 
T.  2.  p.  192.  Brown,  in  Parry's  1st  Voy.  App.  p.  cclzzir. 
Rich.  inFrankL  Journ.  ed.  4.  App,  p.  IS. 

16.  S.  rivtdaris,  Linn.  Sp.  PI.  p.  517.  Sm.  Engl.  Bot't. 
2275.  Hooker  in  Parry's  2d  Voy.  App.  ined. — S.  hyper- 
borea.     Brown  in  Parry's  Ist  Voy.  App.  p.  cclxxiv. 

There  exist  only  leaves  of  this,  intermixed  with  Bryum 
punctatum.  These  leaves  have  not  the  viscid  hairs  of 
Brown's  and  Richardson's  S.  petiolaris, 

17.  S.  nivalis,  Linn.  Sp.  PI.  p.  573.  Fl.  Dan.  t.  28.  Sm. 
Engl.  Bot.  t.  440.  Brown,  in  Parry's  1st  Voy.  App.  p. 
cclxxiv.     Hooker,  in  Parry's  2d  Voy.  App.  ined. 

18.  S.  cernua,  Linn.  Sp.  Pi.  p.  557.  Fl.  Dan.  t.  390. 
Sm.  Engl.  Bot.  t.  664.  Brov^Ti,  in  Ross's  Voy.  ed.  2.  v.  2.  p. 
192.  Br.  in  Parry's  1st  Voy.  App.  p.  cclxxv.  Rich,  in 
Frankl.  Journ.  ed.  4.  App.  p.  13.  Hooker,  in  Parry's  2d 
Voy.  App.  ined. 

CHRYSOSPLENIUiM. 

19.  C.  altemifoliwn,    Linn.  Sp.  PL  p.   569.  Fl.  Dan.  t. 
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386.  Sm.  EngL  Bot.  I.  54.  Browni  Parry*«  Ist  Voy.  App. 
p.  cclzxv.  Rich.  inFrankl.  Joum.  ed«  4.  App.  p.  ld«  Hooksfi 
in  Parrj's  Sd  Viyy.  App.  ined. 

ROSACEJE. 

Deyas. 

90.  Z>.  ifUegtifoUa*  Vahl.  in  Act.  Hafia.  v.  4.  P.  IL  p. 
178.  Fl  Dan.  1. 1816.  Brown,  in  Ross's  Voy.  ed.  8.  y.  8.  p« 
198.  Bl*.  in  Parry's  1st  Voy.  App.  p.  cclxxvi.  Rich,  in 
Frankl.  Joum.  ed.  4*  App.  p.  81.  Hooker  in  Parry's  8d 
Voy.  App.  ined.  Draba  tenella.  Pursh.  Fl.  N.  Am.  r.  1«  p^ 
8504 

I  have  already  stated  it  as  my  opinion^  that  this  is  only  a 
rariety  of  Dryoi  ootapetala.  All  the  intermediate  states  of 
thii  two  species  are  found  in  the  Arctic  Regions. 

COMPOSITE 

CHRTSAlCTHllfUM. 

81.  C.  iniegrifoUwn,  Rich,  in  Frank.  Joum.  ed.  4.  App^ 
p.  88.  Hooker,  in  Parry's  8d  Voy.  App.  ined. 

PraSTHRUlL 

22.  P.  grandtfiarumj  foliis  (omnibus)  bipinnatifidis  laciniie 
linearibus  acutis,  caule  unifloro.  Hooker^  in  Parry's  8d 
Voy.  App.  ined. 

This  interesting  plant  was  first  discovered  during  Captaiil 
Parry's  8d  Voyage,  at  Repulse  Bay,  Fern  Island  and  Neerlo* 
Nakto. 

VACCINES 

VACcunuif. 

23.  V.  uliginosum.  linn.  S.  PL  p.  499.  Sm.  Engl.  Bot. 
t.  581.  Fl.  Dan.  t.  231.  Rich,  in  Frankl.  Joum.  ed.  4.  App. 
p.  18.  Hooker,  in  Parry's  2d  Voy.  App.  ined. 
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84.  V.  MyfiiUuM.  LiniL  Sp.  PI.  p.  498.  FL  Dan.  t.  974. 
Sm.  Engl.  Box.  t.  450. 

Of  this  plant  there  is  bat  a  single  leaf,  wHich  was  fonnd 
on  an  iceberg  in  the  middle  of  Hudson's  Strait,  along  with 
•ome  folidge  of  a  Querciu;  nevertheless  there  can  be,  I  think, 
no  aoubt  of  its  belonging  to  our  common  Whortleberry. 
This  species  of  Vcuxinium  has  never  been  given  as  a  certain 
inhabitant  of  North  America.  It  was  not  found  by  Captain 
Franklin,  nor  by  any  of  our  Arctic  voyagers,  nor  is  it  in* 
eluded  in  Pnrsh's  or  Nuttall's  Floras  of  America ;  bat  Sir 
J.  £.  Smith,  under  the  article  of  V,  Myrtiilutj  in  Rees'  Cy* 
clopoedia,  observes,  *'  Mr.  Menzics  brought  from  the  west 
coast  of  America  what  we  can  scarcely  consider  more  than 
a  gigantic  variety  of  this  plant,  seven  or  eight  feet  high,  lar- 
ger in  every  part,  with  less  distinctly  serrated  leaves."  To 
such  an  individual,  however,  the  leaf  in  question  can  hardly 
have  belonged  as  it  is  unusually  small.  On  the  continent 
of  Europe,  the  common  Whortleberry  extends  throughout  all 
Lapland,  and  it  is  common  in  Iceland.  I  have  not  seen  it 
in  any  collection  of  Greenland  plants,  although  Egede  states 
that  it  is  found  in  that  country.  In  Pennant's  Arctic  Zoology 
it  is  given  as  an  inhabitant  of  Nootka  Sound. 

Arbutus. 

25,  A.  alpina,  Linn.  Sp.  PI.  p.  566.  Fl.  Dan,  t.  75.  Sm. 
Engl.  Bot.  t.  2039.  Lightf.  Fl.  Scot.  p.  215.  t.  11.  f.  a.  b. 
Rich,  in  Frankl.  Journ.  ed.  4.  App.  p.  38.  Hooker,  in  Parry's 
2d  Voy.  App.  ined. 

The  berries  of  this  plant  in  North  America,  Dr.  Richard- 
son tells  us,  are  very  juicy  and  pleasant.  They  are  hoarded 
up  by  the  different  kinds  of  marmot,  and  form  the  autum- 
nal food  of  the  Anas  hyperborea. 

Empetrum. 
2Q,  E.  nigrum,  Linn.  Sp.  PI.  p.  1450.  Sm.  Engl.  Bot.  t. 
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526.  Fl.  Dan.  t.  075.  Brown,  in  Ross's  Voy.  ed.  S.  y.  2.  p. 
1 94.  Rich,  in  Frankl.  Joum.  ed.  4.  App.  p.  88.  Hooker, 
in  Parry's  2d  Voy.  App.  ined. 

SCROPHULARINiB. 

Pboigularis. 

27.  P.  MmUa,  Linn.  Sp.  PI.  p.  847.  Fl  Lapp.  (ed.  Sm.) 
p.  211.  t.  4.  f.  3.  Fl.  Dan.  t.  1 105.  Brown,  in  Ross's  Voy. 
ed.  2.  V.  2.  p.  193.  Rich,  in  Frank].  Joum.  ed.  4.  App.  p. 
25.     Hooker,  in  Parry's  2d  Voy.  App.  ined. 

POLYGONELaS. 

Polygonum. 

28.  V.vivipanun.  Linn.  Sp.  PL  p.  516.  Fi.  Dan.  t.  13. 
Sm.  Engl.  Bot.  t.  669.  Brown,  in  Parry's  1st  Voy.  App. 
cclxxxii.  Rich,  in  Frankl  Joum.  ed.  4.  App.  p.  13.  Hooker, 
in  Parry's  2d  Voy.  App.  ined. 

AMENTACE^. 

Salix. 

29.  S.  reticulata.  Linn.  Sp.  PL  p.  1446.  Fl.  Dan.  t.  212. 
Sm.  Eng.  Bot.  t.  1908.  Rich,  in  Frankl.  Joum.  ed.  4.  App. 
p.  37.    Hooker,  in  Parry's  2d  Voy.  App.  ined, 

30.  S.  arctica.  Brown,  in  Ross'  Voy.  ed.  2.  y.  2.  p.  194. 
Br.  in  Parry's  Ist  Voy.  App.  p.  cclxxxii.  Rich,  in  Frankl. 
Joum.  App.  ed.  4.  p.  37.  Hooker,  in  Parry's  2d  Voy. 
App.  ined. 

S.  n.  37.  Hooker,  in  Scoresby's  E.  Coast  of  W.  Green- 
land.    App.  p.  414. 

QUERCUS. 

31.  QvLercuSf  Robur  1 

o 
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The  extremity  of  a  branch,  with  four  small  leaves  of  a 
Quercitf,  were  discovered  along  with  the  leaf  of  Vaccinium 
MyrHUuSy  on  an  ice  island,  in  the  centre  of  Hudson's  Strait. 
These  leaves  have  the  most  entire  resemblance  to  those  of 
our  Quercm  Robur  and  sesdUflora^  but  being  without  either 
flower  or  acorns,  it  would  be  impossible  to  say  to  which  of 
these  two  species  it  had  belonged.  To  one  of  them,  how- 
ever, I  think  it  may,  with  tolerable  certainty,  be  said  that 
they  do  belong.  I  have  in  vain  endeavoured  to  discover 
any  resemblance  between  them  and  the  foliage  of  any  Ame- 
rican oak  in  my  collection ;  nor  are  either  of  the  common 
European  oaks  mentioned  as  natives  of  the  American  Con- 
tinent. In  a  pamphlet  that  Mr.  Winch  has  puldished  upon 
the  geographical  distribution  of  plants,  it  is  stated  that  the 
river  Dal,  in  Sweden,  in  latitude  00^  80"  North,  and  Christi- 
ana, in  Norway,  in  lat.  69^  66" y  are  the  northern  limits  of 
the  growth  of  oak  in  Europe.  The  same  author  observes, 
that  the  oaks  which  he  noticed  on  the  banks  of  the  Gotha, 
in  lat.  58°,  were  of  a  very  diminutive  size.  The  oak  is  ex- 
cluded from  the  Flora  Lapponica^  nor  does  it  grow  in  Ice- 
land. On  the  eastern  limits  of  Siberia,  however,  it  is  found ; 
but  I  shall  give  what  is  stated  on  this  subject  in  the  Flora 
Sibirica  of  Gmelin  (v.  1.  p.  150,)  in  that  author's  own  words. 
"  Audivi  nasci  in  orientali  Argani  fluvii  ripa,  viginti  circiter 
leucas  k  flu  vie,  in  Sinicis  finibus,  quo  ire  non  lieu  it.  Dicunt 
etiam  ad  Anurem  fluvium  copiose  nasci.  Aliis  locis  in  Sibiria 
hsec  arbor  non  occurrit,  etsi  in  Casanensi  regno  frequen- 
tissima,  quin  etiam  in  tola  fere  Russia  non  raro  inventu 
est." 
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MONOCOTYLEDONES. 
CYPERACE^ 

Carex. 

32^.  C.  incurva.  Lightf.  Fl.  Scot.  p.  544.  t.  24.  f.  1.  Sm. 
Engl.  Bot.  t.  927.  Fl.  Dan.  t.  432.   Wahl.  Fl.  Lapp.  p.  226. 

Not  enumerated  in  any  account  of  the  plants  of  America, 
but  an  inhabitant  of  the  north  of  Britain  and  of  Europe  ge- 
nerally. 

83.  C.  membranacea^  spica  mascula  subsolitaiiai  femioeb 
magis  minusye  nitidis  pedicellatis  oblongo-cylindraceis  .erep^ 
tis  obtusis  (atro-fuscis),  fructu  leevi  rotundato  inflate  brovi- 
ter  acuminato  bifido  pedunculato,  vaginis  perbrevibns. 
Hooker,  in  Parry's  2d  Voy.  App.  ined. 

This  species  was  found  in  Duke  of  York's  Bay,  during 
Captain  Parry's  Second  Voyage. 

EaiOPHORUM. 

84.  E.  capitaium.  Host.  Gram.  Austr.  t.  38.  Sm.  Ei^l. 
Bot.  t.  2887-  FL  Dan.  t  1502.  Brown,  in  Parry's  1st  Voy. 
App.  p.  cclzxzix.    Hooker,  in  Parry's  2d  Voy.  App.  ined. 

E.  Scheuchzeri,  Roth  in  Sims'  Ann.  of  Bot.  v.  1.  p.  149. 

85.  E.  angusUfoliym.  Hoffm.  Fl.  Germ.  ed.  1.  v.  1.  p.  19. 
Sm.Engl  Bot.  t.  864.  Fl.  Dan.  t.  1447.  Brown,  in  Parry's 
Ist  Voy.  App.  p.  cclxxxiy.  Rich,  in  FrankL  Journ.  ed.  4* 
App.  p.  81. 

E.  polystachion,  Curt.  Fl.  Lond.  ed.  1. 

GRAMINE^. 

DUPONTIA. 

S6.  D.  Fischeri,  Brown,  in  Parry's  1st  Voy.  App.  p.ccxci. 
Hooker,  in  Parry's  2d  Voy  App.  ined. 

Air  A. 
87.  A.  aqucUica.  Linn.  Sp.  PI.  p.  95.  Fl.  Dan.  t.  381.  Sm* 
Engl.  Bot  1. 1557.  Rich,  in  Frankl.  Journal,  ed.  4.  App.  p.  8. 

O  8 
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Catabrosia  aqaatica.  Beanv.  Rcnn.  et  Schultz.  y.  2.  p.  696. 

In  the  only  specimen  of  thia  plant  the  leaves  are  deep 
purple ;  the  calyces  3 — 4  flowered.  This  was  not  found  dni^ 
ii^  any  of  the  foregoing  Arctic  voyages,  but  was  met  with 
by  Dr.  Richardson  in  the  woody  comitry  of  North  America, 
between  lat.  64^  and  64». 

ALOFicuaus. 

88.  A.  alpinus-  Sm.  Engl.  Bot.  t.  liS6.  Brown,  in  Ross' 
Voy.  ed.  2.  V.  2.  p.  101.  Rich,  in  Frankl.  Joom.  ed.  4.  App. 
p.  8.  Brown,  in  Parry's  1st  Voy.  App.  p.  cdzzziv.  Hooker, 
in  Parry's  2d  Voy.  App.  ined. 

COLPODIUM. 

89.  C.  htifoUum,  Brown,  in  Parry's  Ist  Voy.  App.  p: 
cclxxxvi.  and  p.  cccix.  Hooker,  in  Parry's  2d  Very.  App. 
ined. 

PoA. 

40.  P.  Icusa.  Willd,  Sp.  PI.  v.  1.  p.  886.  Wahl.  PL  Lapp. 
p.  40.  Hooker.  Fl.  Scot.  p.  34. 

P.  flexuosa.  Sm.  Engl.  Bot.  t.  1123. 
This  is  somewhat  different  from  the  P.  artica  of  Brown, 
yet  I  fear  that  the  two  species  are  but  too  closely  allied. 

Fbstuca. 

41.  F.  brevifolia.  Brown,  in  Parry's  1st  Voy.  p.  cclxxxix. 
Hooker,  in  Parry's  2d  Voy.  App.  ined. 

Eltmus. 

42.  E.  arenarius,  Linn.  Sp.  PI.  p.  122.  Fl.  Dan.  t.  847. 
Sm.  Engl,  Bot.  t.  1672.  Hooker,  in  Parry's  2d  Voy.  App. 
ined. 
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ACOTYLEDONES. 

MUSCI. 

SpLAemtuM. 

43.  S.vasculasum,  Hedw.  St.  Cr.  v.  2. 1. 15.  Hooker  and 
Tayl.  Muse.  Brit  p.  21.  S.  rugosum,  Sm.  Engl.  Bot.  t.  2094  ? 

No  fruit  was  found  upon  this  moss. 

DiDTMODON. 

44.  D.  capillaceumy  /3.  staiura  humUicre^foliis  Hridicfihus 
et  hreoicribus.  Brown,  in  Parry's  Ist  Voy.  App.  p.  ccxcvii. 
Hooker,  in  Parry's  2d  Voy.  App.  £ned. 

D.  subulatum  Schkuhr  Deutsch.  Moos.  p.  65.  t.  28. 
Small  Bteril  stems  of  this  are  among  the  specimens  of 
agaricus  ericetorum. 

Htpnum. 

45.  H.  cugpidaJtum,  linn.  Sp.  Pi.  p.  1595.  Sm.  Engl. 
Bot.  t.  2407.  Hooker  and  Tayi.  Muse.  Brit.  p.  107.  t.  26. 
Hooker,  in  Parry's  2d  Voy.  App.  ined.. 

This  moss  is  without  fructification. 

46.  H.  odmiciim,  Linn.  Sp.  PL  p.  1592.  Sm.  Engl.  Bot. 
t.  2073.  Hooker  and  Tayl.  Muse.  Brit.  p.  11 1. 1. 26.  Browh, 
in  Parry's  1st  Voy.  App.  p.  ccxcr.  Hooker,  in  Parr/s  2d 
Voy.  App.  ined. 

Not  in  fractification. 

Brtom. 

47.  B.  caspitiUum.  Linn.  Sp.  PI.  p.  1586.  Sm.  Engl.  Bot. 
t.  1904.  Hooker  and  Tayl.  Muse.  Brit.  p.  121.  t.  29.  Rich. 
in  Frank.  Joum.  ed.  1.  App.  p.  756.  Hooker,  in  Parry's  2d 
Voy.  App.  ined. 

This  has  abundance  of  fructification,  and  belongs  to  that 
rariety  which  I  have  mentioned  in  Parry's  2d  Voyage,  **  fo- 
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lib  rotundalo-ovatiB  aeuminatiM  ooncanB,  captala  brevi  py- 
rifonni." 

48.  B.  turbinahim.  Sw.  Muse.  Suec.  p.  49.  Sm.  Engl. 
Bot.  t.  1572?  Hooker  and  Tayl.  Muse.  Brit.  p.  182.  t.  29. 
Hooker,  in  Pany's  2d  Voy.  App.  ined. 

This  moss  is  destitute  of  fructification. 

49.  B.  pundaitim.  Schreb.  Fl.  lipe.  p.  85.  Sm.  Engl. 
Bot.  t.  1183.  Hooker  and  Tayl.  Muse  Brit.  p.  124.  t.30t 
Hooker,  in  Parry's  2d  Voy.  App.  ined. 

The  specimens  are  not  in  fructification. 

HEPATICiB. 

Mabchaktia. 

50.  M.  polymorpkcL  Linn.  Sp.  PL  p.  1003.  Sm.  EngL  Bot 
t.  210.    Hooker,  in  Parry's  2d  Voy.  App.  ined. 

No  fruit :  the  fronds  are  singularly  broad. 

LJCHENES. 

CORNICULAEIA. 

51.  C.aculeata,  var»  ^.  muricata,  AchariusSyn.  Lich.  p. 
300. 

C.  muricata.  Ach.  in  Nov.  act.  Holm.  v.  22.  p.  544.  t  4. 
f.  5.  Hooker,  in  Parry's  2d  Voy.  App.  ined. 

Cbtraria. 

52.  C.  nivalis.  Ach.  Syn.  Lich.  p.  228.  Hooker,  in  Parry's 
2d  Voy.  App.  ined. 

Lichen  nivalis.     Sm.  Engl.  Bot.  t.  1994. 

FUNGI. 

Agaricus. 

53.  A.  ericetorum.  Pars.  Syn.  Fung.  p.  472.  Fries.  Syst 
Mycol.  V.  1.  p.  165.     Grev.  Fl.  Edin.  p.  384. 

THE    END. 
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Map 

Remaikable  Sky 
Terra  Nevia 
Nee-a-kood-loo 
Eaqoimaux  Giave 
September  lai.  Sea  Piece 
Esquimaux  likenestes 
Dia^m 
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